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SEA TURTLE REPORT

Sea Oats
Important to
Loggerhead Nesting

By Maria Lamb

Sea Oats (Uniola paniculate) are na-
tive perennial grasses found in all Florida
coastal counties, according to the Florida
Wildlife Federation. Typically, they grow
from the high tide mark inland and are
very important in building up the dunes.

SEA OATS
PROTECTED

Keep Off the Dunes. Sea Oats are
protected by Florida Statute 370.041,
and it is illegal to remove them. Use
designated dune walkovers or pathways.

MorganStanley

This time of the year, as you walk to-
wards Sand Dollar Island on the Gulf side
of South Seas Towers, you will notice a
very picturesque field of sea oat grass
looking golden yellow rising just above
the dunes. They look so delicate yet, hard
at work to provide stability to the sand.
Their narrow leaves blow in the wind and
spread their seed heads. According to UF/
IFAS, “sea oats have root systems up to 40
feet deep and help anchor the dunes and
help stabilize beaches. The plant is ex-
tremely drought and salt tolerant and is a
protected plant in Florida.”

According to FWC, removing them is
illegal and they recommend that you stay
off the dunes, instead using designated
dune walkovers or pathways.

Sea Turtles dig the dunes! On Marco
we have quite a few sea turtle nests nes-
tled among the tall sea oats. According to
sea turtle experts, sea turtles seem to seek
out the safety of the dunes while looking
for nesting areas on the beach. And there
is another healthy relationship between
sea turtles and dunes. While the dunes
provide cover for the sea turtle nests, not
all those eggs will hatch and not all the
hatchlings will make it out of the nest. The
unhatched materials left behind provide
excellent nutrients for the dune plants to
use to grow bigger with deeper roots.
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: are a native
perennial grass found in all coastal Florida and a favorite nesting site for
loggerhead sea turtles.

Sea Turtle Activity Update September 5 - 11, 2024

Beach This Vea:IeStsLast Year ThisFVi:\sre cral.‘:,sltsYear This Year Halt.::te se:lreStsDisoriented
Barefoot 222 225 187 199 104 181 17
Delnor Wiggins 55 49 75 51 21 46 0
Vanderbilt 221 245 199 171 118 195 15
Parkshore 213 160 188 108 75 136 12
City of Naples 244 | 304 277 199 71 240 9
Keewaydin Is. 420 | 626 658 682 172 502 0
Sea Oat Island 10 13 17 6 0 8 0
Marco Island 97 102 231 205 36 68 10
Kice and Cape Romano| 135 108 190 173 34 78 3
10,000 Islands 129 | 158 134 186 56 98 0
Collier County Totals | 1746 | 1990 | 2156 | 1980 687 1552 66

To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687

The Compass Group
at Morgan Stanley

Who is managing your Wealth?

The Compass Group at Morgan Stanley works with affluent families to establish,
implement, and monitor wealth management strategies. With over 75 years of
investment experience, we leverage our resources to help clients navigate the
everchanging financial landscape. We believe that a proactive and disciplined
approach to investment and risk management can help increase the likelihood of

meeting your goals. Some questions that we help clients answer:

* How may | lower my exposure to capital gains tax for appreciated assets?
¢ What are some strategies that my family can use to manage IRA taxes?
¢ How will my assets be affected by the 2026 Estate and Tax law changes?

¢ What are the new updates and tax implications of Retirement Accounts?

* Is my advisor giving me the attention | deserve?

If you can not answer any of the above questions and would like guidance reach

out to the Compass Group at (239)449-7859 to set up an informative discussion
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Morgan Stanley, its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Clients should consult their tax advisor for
matters involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for matters involving trust and estate planning and other legal matters. Length of
experience: Stephen Macko - 28 years, Gabi Sandoval - 28 years, Jason Zapalski - 22 years.

The appropriatness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investors’ individual circumstances and objectives.
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