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Sea turtle nesting season is wind-
ing down and according to the sea turtle 
monitors, the last nest on the main beach 
hatched Sunday. By the end of the week, 
the only unhatched sea turtle nests are 
located past the breach on Sand Dollar 
Island and one on Hideaway Beach. Sea 
turtle monitors will be checking on the re-
maining nests. 

Migratory Birds are Here! If you’ve 
been to the beach in the last week, you’ve 
noticed the arrival of new migratory birds 
every day. Brittany Piersma, biologist for 

the Audubon of the Western Everglades 
(AWE), recently sighted a flock of west-
ern and semipalmated sandpipers ar-
rived at Resident’s Beach. “They nest in 
the Arctic and travel thousands of miles,” 
said Piersma. “We have been document-
ing banded birds from many different 
states. Some of them may stay in our area 
all winter whereas others may travel fur-
ther south, even to South America.”

Winter Shorebird Stewardship has 
begun, and our winter steward Jeanene 
Jewett (JJ) will be on Residents Beach 
with other volunteers on Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7:30 AM to 11:30 AM. JJ 
is also a sea turtle monitor.

Sea Turtle Season 
Winding Down

By Maria Lamb
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The last sea turtle nest on the main beach hatched Sunday. The only unhatched sea 
turtle nests are located past the breach on Sand Dollar Island and one on Hideaway 
Beach. 

A wildlife sign at South Beach reminding us to share the beach with our wildlife.

Beach

Barefoot

Delnor Wiggins

Vanderbilt

Parkshore

City of Naples

Keewaydin Is.

Sea Oat Island

Marco Island

Kice and Cape Romano

10,000 Islands

Collier County Totals

This Year	 Last Year	 This Year	 Last Year	 This Year 	 Last Year 	 Disoriented
Nests	 False Crawls	 Hatched Nests

To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687

Sea Turtle Activity Update September 10 - 16, 2024
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