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HAS THE 1,4-DIOXANE DANGER PASSED?

Pittsboro officials concerned, but still testing,
offering free water for residents
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff
PITTSBORO — Pittsboro officials
said on Friday they were “encouraged”
by the minimal amounts of 1,4-Dioxane
measured in the most recently tested water samples after the improper
discharge on Nov. 3 from the City of
Greensboro, and were continuing to
monitor water.
By Tuesday, however, the 1,4-Dioxane
levels had increased to a point where

officials began to voice concerns. Town
Manager Chris Kennedy sent another
release letting residents know samples
from Monday weren’t expected until
Wednesday.
“The numbers are trending in the
wrong direction,” he wrote on Tuesday.
“but the numbers as of last Friday remain under the EPA’s 35 ug/L advisory
level. The Town will continue to sample
and report out the results as soon as we
are able to do so.”
As of Friday, the town’s water tanks

were filled with water “consistent with
concentration levels displayed for finished water,” Kennedy said, along with
a chart provided in the release.
“The town will continue to pull
samples until it is abundantly clear that
the 1,4-Dioxane release has passed our
raw water intake,” Kennedy said on
Friday. “The water levels in the tanks
should last the town 3-4 days, depending on consumption demand. While the
town is not imposing any formal water
restrictions to conserve water, any

conservation will assist in the longevity
of the water in the tanks.”
Increasing the longevity of that
water, Kennedy said, allows Pittsboro
to continue to distribute “safe water
free of elevated levels of 1,4-Dioxane by
allowing us to limit our draws of raw
water from the Haw River and adding
more separation time from the contamination date that may prove beneficial
should any remnants of the 1,4-Dioxane
See WATER, page A3

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST’S MILESTONE

CN+R file photo

Chatham County will lose the representation
of State Senator Valerie Foushee (left) in the
state’s legislative redistricting, but will still
be represented by Robert Reives II in N.C.
House Dist. 54. Sen. Natalie Murdock (right)
will seek the Senate seat representing
Chatham.
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Church Pastor Rev. Robert Elmore shows members of the congregation of Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church a time capsule they filled to commmemorate the 150th anniversary.

On land once known for bad
behavior, church marks 150 years
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff
PITTSBORO — Trades Hill
near Pittsboro was once “a place
for meetings, drunkenness and
fights.”
Around the time the Civil War
ended, the land which made up
Trades Hill consisted of a store,
horse stables and a saloon; it had
also been home to a post office
and served as training ground for
Confederate soldiers.
“Many who visited the store
called for a ‘bounce’ of whiskey,”
according to a written historical
account of the area, “a swallow

that cost a dime.”
But a century and a half ago,
that all changed: the land was
born again.
It was around 1870 that the Rev.
G.P. Moore bought Trades Hill and
not long after founded Trades Hill
Church. In time, the land became
known as Pleasant Hill — certainly more befitting for the home
of a house of worship — and the
church took on the name: Pleasant
Hill Baptist Church.
On Sunday, Pleasant Hill celebrated its 150th anniversary.
Long-time member Bobbie
Dwiggins has been attending
Pleasant Hill since she was a tod-

SILER CITY — The Siler
City Board of Commissioners
appointed seven inaugural
members to the town’s
first Immigrant Advisory Committee Monday, reinvigorating a
years-long initiative
to better serve its immigrant population.
Among the new committee members, all
migrated from Latin
American countries
or have Hispanic ancestry. According to 2020 census data,
Siler City is nearly 51% Hispanic.
All seven committee members also

After representing Orange and Chatham counties for eight years, Sen. Valerie Foushee will not
serve Chatham if she’s reelected in 2022, following the redistricting of North Carolina’s three
political maps for the next decade and approved
along partisan lines earlier this month.
Foushee, a Democrat who lives in Orange
County, told the News + Record the redistricting
process should’ve included “more transparency” and opportunity for the public to participate.
“I enjoy working with residents of Chatham,”
she said. “It was certainly an honor to represent
Chatham in the Senate. I am willing to serve
where I am designated to serve. But the processes are over. We have what we have, and I look
forward to continued service to the state.”

See MEMBERS, page A7

Northwood, Seaforth
wrestling coaches talk
upcoming season. PAGE B4

See MAPS, page A9

Suspension, discipline disparities
in schools highlighted by NAACP
BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

reside in Siler City, which proved to be
the determining factor for the board.
“Looking at this from a community-based perspective, there are seven that do fit the criteria and meet
the scope of the guidelines of
what the resolution established
for these members,”
Town Manager Roy
Lynch told the board,
“and those are the
seven that have a Siler
City address and live
within the community.”
The Siler City Board
of Commissioners
unanimously approved the formation
of the town’s first Immigrant Commu-

‘Pathways’ respite
IN THE COA’s
for caregivers and loved
KNOW ones dedicated. PAGE A13

News + Record Staff

See CHURCH, page A3

Immigrant Advisory
Committee members are
finally appointed
News + Record Staff

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN

dler. She remembers hearing stories as a child about her family’s
involvement in its founding.
“There’s a picture of my family
member who started the church
hanging in the church,” she said.
“It was a one-room church at the
time with two doors.”
Pleasant Hill parishioners
celebrated the milestone anniversary by sharing memories during
fellowship after regular worship
services.
Dwiggins was among them.
“I’ve gotten married and moved
off before, but I always found my

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON

New maps have
Chatham losing
Foushee, gaining
Murdock

Black students are 4.4 times as
likely as white students to receive
short-term suspensions at Chatham
County Schools, according to 2019-20
discipline data from the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction.
Short-term suspension rates for
students with disabilities are 4 times
higher than white students, according
to that same data; rates for American
Indian students are 3.5 times higher,
multiracial students are 3.2 times
higher and economically disadvantaged students are 2.4 higher.
Such disparities led the NAACP
Chatham Community Branch #5377
in Pittsboro to form a criminal justice
committee. Their task: studying the
district’s discipline data and working
with administrators to reduce such
disparities.
“The reason we want to see a reduction generally is that we know that
those disparities tell us that students
are being treated unequally in some

ENTERTAINMENT: Check
out the CN+R’s new
features. PAGES B11-13

way, at least when it comes down to
how they’re categorized by race or
disability status, or even economic
status,” David Delaney, chairperson
for NAACP Chatham Community
Branch’s criminal justice committee, told the News + Record. “And if
folks in the schools and families and
community members can know why
that disparate treatment is happening,
then we might be able to go back and
say, ‘We can fix it in particular ways.’
And there are lots of good reasons for
doing that.”
The committee released a 49-page
report, “Brighter Futures: A Plan of
Action for a Community Partnership
to Promote Student Achievement in
Chatham County, NC” compiling its
findings in September, which it shared
with CCS.
The report recommends the following goals:
• limit school resource officer (SRO)
disciplinary and investigative roles to
state law mandates
See DISCIPLINE, page A8

‘Turkey Tuesday’ highlights
CORA’s commitment to
the hungry. PAGE B15
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Events are subject to
change based on closures
related to the coronavirus pandemic. Verify
with organizers prior to
events.

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is
currently under renovation. The 1st and 2nd
floors are closed to the
public. The Planning
and Community Development Department is
located in the basement
and can be accessed
through the far left door
facing E. 3rd St. Parking
is available at the 100
block of E. 3rd St.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Pittsboro Board
of Commissioners will
meet at 7 p.m. on Monday,
Nov. 22, via Zoom.

OTHER
• A Village Christmas
Street Fair in Moncure around the loop in
Haywood on Saturday,
December 4, from 12
noon to 4 p.m. featuring
a Santa Claus greeting
and Horse-Drawn sleigh
rides, vendor’s market,
7 Springs Vineyard, food
trucks, kids’ zone, and
much more, with entry
across from Liberty
Chapel Church.
• The Blood Connection Mobile Unit will be
at The Bynum General
Store, 950 Bynum Road,
Pittsboro, on November
27, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
A $20 donation will be
made for every blood
donor. Please come
out and make a blood
donation. The event is
sponsored by Bynum
Front Porch.
• Chatham County Libraries has announced
that the Outdoor
Story Time programs
will continue through
November 29, with
the following weekly
schedule: Mondays at
10:30 a.m., Natural Chef
Café seating area on
the C.C.C.C. Pittsboro
Campus, adjacent to
the Chatham Community Library, Pittsboro
-Thursdays at 10:30
a.m., Goldston Public
Library lawn, Goldston - and Saturdays at
10:30 a.m., Natural Chef
Café seating area on
the C.C.C.C. Pittsboro
Campus, adjacent to the
Chatham Community
Library. Story time is
geared toward children who have not yet
entered kindergarten
(ages 2-5), but anyone
is welcome to join in on
the fun. Children will

hear stories, sing songs,
and enjoy more activities. Story times will be
offered rain or shine.
Story Time will take a
break during the month
of December.
• St. Bartholomew’s
Episcopal Church
provides a healthy meal
at no cost to those who
come to us hungry at
noon on Thursdays. We
provide a place of hospitality and fellowship
for everyone. All are
welcome, regardless of
race, sex, age, national
origin, religious preference, handicap, or
income.
• Chatham CARES
Community Pharmacy will host its annual
Celebration of Lights
drive-through fundraiser on Dec. 4 at St.
Julia Catholic Church
in Siler City, from 6-7
p.m. Celebrate the
season outdoors with
a live band playing
holiday favorites and
a bilingual Christmas
message, all from the
safety and comfort
of your own vehicle.
Luminaries will be on
display during the service, guiding vehicles
along the drive-through
holiday experience. The
parking lot opens at 6
p.m., and visitors can
drive through to look at
the luminaries, or stop
for the brief message.
Admission to the event
is free, and luminaries
can be purchased for

$10 each. 100% of the
sale of luminaries will
be used for prescription
drug purchases, which
are then dispensed to
patients through Chatham CARES Community Pharmacy. Purchase
your luminaries by
calling Patricia at 919663-0177. If you are purchasing luminaries in
memory or in honor of
someone and would like
the name to be included
in the program for the
service, please do so by
November 30.
• The Chatham Historical Museum is open
Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday, 11 a.m. until
4 p.m. We will be following the governor’s
directive on occupancy, masks, and social
distancing. Adult and
kid friendly; no admission fee. Our permanent
exhibits cover all aspects
of Chatham’s unique
history. The Museum is
located in the historic
Chatham County Courthouse in the circle. More
info at https://chathamhistory.org.
• Second Bloom has
begun winter hours, 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. We are
located at 630 E. Street,
Pittsboro, in the Food
Lion Shopping Center.
We are accepting donations of gently used
men’s and women’s
clothing and accessories. Credit cards are
accepted. All proceeds
provide support for

survivors of domestic
violence and sexual
assault and promote
community education
in collaboration with
Chatham County.
• The Chatham Arts
Council has put together a relief effort
specifically for artists
and arts-workers called
CAARE: Chatham Artist
and Arts-Worker Relief
Effort. For more information on CAARE, or
to donate, visit ChathamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a
JMACoronaConcert
via Twitter featuring
performances submitted by JM students and
faculty. Concerts can be
viewed on its Twitter
account @JMArts and
by using the hashtags
#JMACoronaConcert
performances and
#JMACoronaConcert
program.
• Foster and/or adop-

Chartered in 1947
2022 is the 75th anniversary
Send your address, email & phone no# to:
M. Thorpe Assistant Scoutmaster Troop 93
1033 NC HWY 87 N.
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Or email at:
Thorpe101@mindspring.com
Or call:
919-630-5600

• Boy Scout Troop 93
in Pittsboro meets 7
p.m. Wednesdays at the
Harold Boone Scout Park
on Hwy 64W, just past
CCCC. Open to boys,
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more
information.
• Pack 924 of Siler City
First U.M.C. meets on
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tuesdays for boys, grades 1
through 5. Come join the
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays
at Meroney’s U.M.C.,
following the school
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more
information.

The Chatham News + Record
office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 25,
and Friday, Nov. 26, in observance
of Thanksgiving.

Why build the road through North Woods instead of on nearby
land owned by Chatham Park?
The Smoking Gun behind North Chatham Park Way

By: Mark Pavao for North Woods neighbors
In January 2021, NCDOT proposed to build North Chatham Park Way
(STIP R-5930) through North Woods, a neighborhood established in the
1980s that is now surrounded by land owned by Chatham Park Investors.
North Chatham Park Way will support the development of Chatham Park,
so we asked: Why build the road through North Woods instead of on
nearby land owned by Chatham Park?
Afer months of digging and evasive answers from NCDOT, Chatham Park
(“we have nothing to do with North Chatham Park Way”) and KimleyHorn (engineering consultant to both NCDOT and Chatham Park), we
discovered that the evaluaton process was corrupted. Along the way,
we found the SMOKING GUN which is the Chatham Park Land Use
Concept Map, drafed in 2015, which shifed the road from the
neighborhood’s eastern boarder into the middle of North Woods. As you
will see in the nearby photo, this concept map is nothing but a hand
drawing that clearly shows Chatham Park’s intent.

We now know that the road alignment in the 2015 concept map erfe tly
mat hes the road developed by NCDOT between 2018-2020 and
announced in January 2021. Chatham Park appears to have used its
in uence to posi on NCDOT to use its power o MIN NT DOM IN to
poten ally take private land from the North Woods property owners for
the bene t of Chatham Park Investors. Many people ins nc vely suspect
that developers manipulate the system for their bene t, but it’s rare to
see how they work their magic. With the bene t of hindsight, it’s easy to
see the process and to see that this is a L ND G
in plain sight
On August 23, 2021, the Pi sboro Commissioners asked NCDOT to
evaluate an op on east of North Woods. At that me, in the public
mee ng, NCDOT agreed to this re uest, but has done nothing towards
studying a new op on. In fact, NCDOT appears to have spent the last two
months developing e cuses and obstacles to convince Pi sboro to back
down from its re uest.
On November 5, NCDOT sent an ul matum le er to Pi sboro it
basically directed Pi sboro to send a formal re uest in wri ng by
December 1 or NCDOT will proceed with its plan to destroy North Woods.
Pi sboro Commissioners are scheduled to discuss and vote on this ma er
at their ne t mee ng on November 22, 2021.
So, the future of North Woods will be decided on November 22. That day
will either be remembered as the day when Pi sboro turned its back on
North Woods, or the day when Pi sboro’s Commissioners voted to take a
stand to preserve North Woods, a small part of what makes Pi sboro
special an established rural neighborhood that has been part of the
fabric of Pi sboro and Chatham County for decades.
We sincerely hope that Pi sboro votes to ST ND WITH NO TH WOODS

We sincerely hope that Pittsboro votes to STAND WITH NORTH WOODS.
Bill Horner III, Editor/Publisher
bhorner3@chathamnr.com 919-774-2728
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Scout News

Pittsboro, NC

Looking for the contact information for
those that obtained Eagle Scout
while a member of Troop 93.
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To place a classified
or display ad:
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boro Serenity Seekers
Al-Anon Family Group
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays
at Chatham Community
Church, in the lower level
of Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.

Boy Scout Troop 93
Eagle Scouts

CORRECTION
In the Q&A about
youth COVID-19 vaccines published with Dr.
Michaela McCuddy of the
Chatham County Public
Health Department in
the News + Record’s Nov.
11-18 edition, Dr. McCuddy stated, “We have had
about 1.9 million hospitalizations of children since
the pandemic started,
and we have had almost
100 deaths in children in
this age group, 5 to 11,
from COVID-19.” The
actual data is 1.9 million
cases, not hospitalizations, according to the
CCPHD. The CCPHD
regrets the error.

tive information: Give
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to grow. Interested in
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or Adoptive parent? Call
919-642-6956 to learn
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• Alcoholics Anonymous — North Carolina
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this area.
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Association for Chatham, Western Wake,
Lee, Orange and Alamance counties meets in
Pittsboro and is open to
all riders. For information, call 919-392-3939 or
visit www.chathamCBA.
com.
• Narcotics Anonymous
— For drug problems
in the family, Narcotics
Anonymous helps. Call
1-800-721-8225 for listing
of local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
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WATER
Continued from page A1
release remain upstream of
our water intake.”
Town officials continue to
discuss remedies, Kennedy
said, with the N.C. Division of
Environmental Quality and
with the City of Greensboro.
Pittsboro was alerted Monday the Greensboro had again
allowed an excessive amount
of 1,4-Dioxane — in the form of
a “slug,” of concentrated segment of water — into the Haw.
With each previous release,
Pittsboro has detected the
contaminant and by stopping
the town’s draw from the Haw
River.
The City of Greensboro
has on more than on occasion
discharged more than 20 times
the recommended threshold of
1,4-Dioxane into the Haw River.
1,4-Dioxane, coming from a yetto-be-identified source, is a synthetic chemical typically found
in laundry detergent, shower

CHURCH
Continued from page A1
way back to that church,”
she said.
When the church started, Dwiggins said she was
told it used to be segre-

gel and other soaps. The toxic
chemical is thought to be a
likely carcinogen, so the EPA
has a Drinking Water Health
Advisory Level of 35 micrograms per liter of 1,4-Dioxane
based on a 1 in 10,000 cancer
risk for lifetime exposure.
In a release earlier last week,
Kennedy said the town found
almost nonexistent levels —
mostly between 1 and 2 micrograms — of the chemical in its
drinking water.
“It appears the town has
‘dodged the bullet’ with this
release event,” Kennedy said
last Friday.
The sample of water from
Nov. 3, the day of the discharge, through Nov. 8 indicated only 1.07 micrograms per
liter of 1,4-Dioxane was found
in the drinking water. On Nov.
10, water samples were tested
again and showed levels of
1,4-Dioxane had increased by
less than one microgram per
liter.
Last week, Kennedy said
town staff believed the most

gated by gender, with
men sitting on one side
of the church and women
sitting on the other.
“There were two
doors at the front of the
church,” Dwiggins said.
“The men would go in
one door, and the women

recent “slug” must have passed
through Pittsboro outside of
the water plant’s hours of
operation. Some residents
were skeptical on social media
and said they believed the slug
would take longer to come
downstream due to low stream
flow in the Haw River.
It appears residents may
have been right after all.
Tuesday’s numbers indicate
the “slug” in question may just
be coming through Pittsboro,
different than what Kennedy
and staff originally thought to
be the case.
According to a press release
sent on Tuesday by Kennedy,
1,4-Dioxane levels had increased substantially from the
last two reports. The raw grab
from the Haw River saw an
increase from 3.74 micrograms
per liter on Nov. 11 to 9.80 micrograms per liter on Nov. 12.
Kennedy said in the press
release he was concerned
about the uptick in 1,4-Dioxane
levels in the water and wants
residents to remain diligent in

would go in the other.”
Over the years, Dwiggins said, the church
built in two Sunday
School rooms, a fellowship hall and an office.
The original church and
its basement are still
intact and in use, too. But

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Members of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church sing a hymn together during
Sunday’s worship service.

their conservation efforts.
“The Town is continuing to
draw only the bare minimum
of raw water to keep from
inundating our system with
contaminated water,” Kennedy
wrote. “Town staff will continue to pull samples and seek
rush orders on those samples
so that we can continue to
provide current updates of the
water quality to our drinking
water customers.”
Town staff expect the results
from the next round of samples
to come in within the next 24
hours.
Meanwhile, Pittsboro passed
a motion Monday to contract
with Chatham Marketplace
to allow town water customers to access its water filling
station for free. This move is
a response to the recent delay
of the Granular Active Carbon
filtration system project —
which is known to clean out
chemicals such has chlorine or
hydrogen sulfide from water
— at the town’s water treatment plant, which will not be

as the years have passed,
the congregation has
seemed to dwindle down
to a handful of regulars
— a couple of dozen or so
members, mostly older
local residents, according
to Dwiggins.
“We used to have a
bunch of people coming
and a church that was almost full, and now, all of
a sudden, we’ve dropped
to almost nothing,” she
said.
Rev. Robert Elmore has
served as the pastor of
Pleasant Hill for almost
three years. He came
after pastoring a United
Methodist church. He
filled in after one of the
preachers died suddenly,
and then was offered
— and accepted — the
pastoral position after
another pastor left.
“I didn’t know how I felt
about taking the responsibilities of a church at 79
years old,” Elmore said.
“I told them I would think
about it, and I wrestled
about it with God — and
you see where I’m at.”
Elmore said in the last
month or two that he’s
presided over four memorial services for deceased
church members.
“We keep losing people,
and for some reason, I
don’t know why, but young
people just are not interested in going to church,”
he said. “My generation
is about gone — when
you get up in the 80s or
90s, you’re getting close to
walking with Jesus.”
The COVID-19 pandemic has contributed to
Pleasant Hill’s shrink-

completed until spring of 2022
because of supply chain issues.
Chatham Marketplace’s
water filling station will be
made available for free to any
resident of Pittsboro who pays
to use the town’s water utilities. The water filling station
uses reverse osmosis and UV
filtration to treat the water
for “forever chemicals” such
as PFAS and PFOS, meaning
residents will be able to have
a more dependable source for
safe, clean water.
“The Chatham Marketplace
filling station is currently
active and ready for distribution as soon as the town
contracts with the Chatham
Marketplace,” Kennedy said
in a memo to commissioners.
“Town staff believes that the
town could be distributing water via Chatham Marketplace
within two weeks following
authorization.”
Reporter Taylor Heeden can be
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Responsive readings are a part of Sunday worship
services at the church.
ing congregation; more
members have chosen
to stay home because of
COVID-related restrictions, or out of caution.
As Elmore reflects on
150 years, it causes him
concern.
“We’ve only had to
shut our doors twice
during the pandemic due
to a COVID case in our
church,” Elmore said.
“We’ve put masks out
in the front, we’ve got
sanitizer and disinfectant, wipes, and we ask
everyone to please wear
a mask, but they still
haven’t come.”
Dwiggins, who’s 71, is
also concerned about the
church’s future.
“I know the church will
be here for the rest of my
life,” she said, “but I don’t
know how much longer it
will last.”
For now, though,
Pleasant Hill is a special

place for both Elmore
and Dwiggins and the
remaining members.
Dwiggins says she feels
she’s truly in the presence of something holy
when she walks into the
sanctuary.
“When I walk in that
door, I can feel the Holy
Spirit in this building,”
she said. “I’ve been to
other churches, and it’s
just not the same.”
It’s not just the divine
energy that makes this
church special; it’s the
sense of family and a
feeling of community
spirit that surrounds it
that makes Pleasant Hill
so unique.
“When I first came
here, the people made me
feel like I had been here
my whole life,” Elmore
said. “They were welcoming, and the feeling here
was just different.”
Once visitors step
inside the doors of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,
Dwiggins said they
become a part of their
church family.
“If somebody comes
to us and says they need
help, they need food or
they need their light bill
paid and we know that’s
true, we’ll do without if
it will help somebody in
need,” she said. “Once
you walk in that door,
you are one of us.”
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The bipartisan IIJA’s impact on North Carolina
After decades of underfunding, the infrastructure of this
country is
about to be
seriously
improved.
We often
take for
granted that
the roads and
bridges that
ROBERT
connect us
REIVES III
to work, play
N.C. House
and family
Representative are going to
be there when
we need them. But that takes
smart, targeted investments in
order to keep America moving.
The Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act, a bipartisan bill
signed into law by President
Biden, will do just that.
Here is how that legislation

will have a concrete impact on
North Carolina:

Roads and bridges

Roads and bridges are the fundamental pieces of infrastructure that connect our country.
North Carolina was an early
investor in highways and that
played a major role in turning
our rural state into an economic
powerhouse over the past century. But right now we have nearly
1,500 bridges and more than
3,100 miles of highway in poor
condition. Over the past decade,
that has contributed to a rise in
commute times by more than
10%. That means more time
away from our families and less
time being productive at work.
The new infrastructure bill will
bring an estimated $7.2 billion
for our highways and almost

$460 million for bridge upgrades
over five years. Taken together,
this is going to save people time
and money, all while making
our state more productive.

Public transportation

Public transportation is
another key investment this
bill makes. Not everyone has
or needs a car, but they still
need to get around. Estimates
suggest that North Carolinians
who use public transportation
spend significantly more time
commuting. People of color are
far more likely to use public
transportation. By dedicating
more money to public transportation, North Carolinians
will have more and better
options to get where they need
to go. More than $900 million
is estimated to be heading our

way to build up our public
transportation options and
connect people to opportunity.

Broadband

Our understanding of infrastructure has evolved over time,
just like our economy. Today,
we need to make investments
in digital infrastructure as
well. Too many North Carolinians struggle with high-speed
internet access — a necessity
in the 21st century. Broadband
connects us to work, health
care, schooling and more.
Despite its importance, 14% of
North Carolina households do
not have an internet subscription and 4% of our state lacks
any broadband infrastructure.
The bipartisan infrastructure
bill will ensure North Carolina
receives at least $100 million to

improve broadband coverage,
helping connect more than
400,000 people. Access is not
enough, though, and the bill
also allows about one-third of
North Carolinians to use the Affordability Connectivity Benefit
to help low-income folks afford
high-speed internet.
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act does all of
this and more. We have needed
these strong investments in our
state for years and now they are
finally happening. The impact
this legislation will have is going
to be felt for decades and should
help set North Carolina up for
success in a global economy.
Rep. Robert Reives II, a resident
of Goldston, represents Chatham County in the N.C. House
of Representatives.

Vaccines and Dolly
As she drove our sons to the pediatrician’s
office, my wife burst into a version of Dolly
Parton’s “Jolene.”
“Vaccine, vaccine, vaccine,
vaccine! I’m begging of you
please vax your children!”
Parton would approve (and not
only because my wife has a beautiful singing voice). The country
music star donated $1 million to
fund the medical research for the
ANDREW
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
TAYLORNow that the Pfizer vaccine
TROUTMAN
has been approved by the CDC
Hope Matters
for children ages 5 to 11 years,
there is no need to wait any longer. In clinical
trials, the vaccine has prevented infection in
90% of children. For the small number of those
who have contracted the coronavirus, symptoms were minimized and recovery shortened.
Yet, I know that not everyone is singing the
vaccine’s praises. Vaccines have been politicized
in this pandemic and there was already a movement against children’s vaccinations before the
coronavirus. Unfounded rumors persist that
those vaccines can cause autism and other cognitive disorders. These are outright falsehoods
and lack any scientific evidence whatsoever.
But in terms of the COVID-19 vaccine, I
suspect many people are misled by half-truths.
There are reports of heart inflammation known
as myocarditis and pericarditis developing in
children after vaccination. However, Jesse Hansen, M.D., pediatric cardiologist at University of
Michigan Health C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital,
clarifies that not only is this very rare, but most
cases have also been mild and short-lived, with
patients recovering in a few days. Hansen also
reports that heart inflammation occurs at much
higher rates from a COVID infection.
Parton once said, “I like to give people information because everyone’s life is different, and everyone’s journey is different.” I agree that information is important. There was a helpful Q&A about
COVID-19 vaccines with Michaela McCuddy, the
Chatham County Public Health Department’s
medical director, in last week’s News + Record.
But the key to overcoming resistance to vaccines is not only changing minds but attitudes.
And there is no speech or presentation, no
scientific report or newspaper editorial that can
move our hearts quite like music.
In the 2019 podcast series “Dolly Parton’s
America,” I learned that human rights leader
Nelson Mandela was a Dolly fan. Before he
became president of South Africa, Mandela was
jailed for 27 years as a political prisoner. In the
infamous Robben Island prison, he convinced
the guards to play “Jolene” over the speakers.
Rather than hearing it as a song about a rival
in a romantic relationship, Mandela heard
“Jolene” striking chords about shared loss and
fear. His fellow prisoners had lost their freedom
and feared for their future; the guards feared
the loss of their country and their power. I’m
not suggesting that these are equal losses but
that both the jailed and the jailer shared fundamental feelings. According to Mandela, these
two groups of people connected through music.
Despite political and cultural differences,
most of us parents share the fear of losing our
children. This fear can cause us to view one another as enemies. Or, it might bring us together.
We can break down the barriers of ideological
differences which so often imprison our minds.
The truth shall set us free (John 8:32).
Let’s give Dolly the last word. When she
received her vaccination shot last February, she
belted out on camera:
“Vaccine, vaccine, vaccine, vaccine! I’m begging of you please don’t hesitate.”
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Timing may not be everything,
but it plays a really big part
There’s an old line about selling
real estate that says the three most
important things
about it are “location, location and
location.” I always
thought price had
something to do
with the deal, as
well — but then
maybe that’s why
BOB WACHS I’m not in the real
Movin’ Around estate business.
Likewise,
there’s an old saying that says a great deal about life
in general and some specific things
like airplane aerobatics (as the
Thunderbirds fly around and cross
in front of each other and fly upside
down, and so forth). That’s the old
saw, “Timing is everything,” and in
many ways it’s hard to argue with
that line of thought.
Think back on your life and
consider how some things happened
and where you happened to be when
they did and why or how you were
there instead of somewhere else.
What if you hadn’t walked into
the drugstore and seen your sweet
patootie sitting there at the counter
and had her steal your heart? What
if you’d taken the job with Apple
computers some years ago instead
of selling pots and pans from the
trunk of your car? Or what if you’d
really paid attention in class instead
of doodling on the cover of your
notebook?
Timing plays really important
parts in the really important parts
of our lives, to be sure. But timing

is also a funny — not funny “haha,”
but funny in how it happens as part
of our ordinary lives as well. And
lately I’ve noticed a couple of what I
guess are insignificant characteristics of time but which also seem to
rear their heads more and more.
Both of them have to do with television and its programming. Let me
go ahead and admit that to me today’s programming, at least on the
major networks, falls somewhere
between lousy and the bottom of
the sea. Comedy isn’t funny; the
laugh tracks prompt us to laugh at
juvenile humor about potty humor
and body parts. Drama is overdone
and most of it has to do with folks
shooting other folks and looking for
CSI and DNA.
And so much of the “news” is really editorializing and then so much
of what isn’t someone’s opinion is
graphic description about things
like how a young child is dismembered and so forth. Maybe I never
set the woods on fire as a journalist
but I knew enough to know you
don’t air all the dirty linen in public
and you try to have some sense of
common courtesy and decency.
Every time I hear a TV talking head
say something like “exclusive on
Channel 14!” or whatever I wonder
what do they think is really important here — that they’re bringing us
a significant story or that they’re
tooting their own horn.
Anyway, having said all that I’ll
admit that I still do like to watch the
“news” but sometimes when a story
has just gone off in which a reporter
or anchor was lovingly gushing or
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blowing smoke about someone or
something and a commercial has
just begun, I’ll switch the channel
and guess what: there’s a commercial there, as well. Do television
programmers have a written or unwritten rule that says they all must
show commercials at the exact same
time or is it just me?
And while I’m on a tirade about
that, let me go ahead and note the
second thing about TV and timing
and that is that many of the products
being advertised are for wants and
needs that somehow don’t seem too
well suited for either the supper hour
or mixed company of little folks.
Are you constipated? Check out
the 6:30 news. Are you looking for
two bathtubs you and your mate can
lounge in on the back deck or by the
shore or in the woods? Wait a few
minutes past the commercial for the
material that will keep you regular
and you can catch that one as well.
Don’t get me wrong. I don’t think
I’m a prude but I don’t think you
have to ... well, I think you get the
picture. And I’m not against products being made and sold. I’m a big
fan of the free enterprise system.
That’s one of the soapboxes I get on
more frequently now than I once
did.
Basically, I want my government — from the courthouse to the
statehouse to the White House — to
let me and my fellow Americans
work as hard as we can and take the
chances we want so we can make all
we can. But that’s another story for
another day.
I just wish there was a little more,
shall we say, “decorum” and a little
less blunt. Maybe I’ll see if the timing is right for me to go into the TV
programming business.
Bob Wachs is a native of Chatham
County and retired long-time managing editor of the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written
a weekly column for more than 30
years. During most of his time with
the newspapers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the
second time as pastor.
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Will there be a permanent labor shortage?
One of the surprises of the
current economy is the labor
shortage.
Even though
the unemployment
rate is higher
than it was
prior to the
pandemic,
fewer people
MIKE
are looking
WALDEN
for work. As a
You Decide
result, many
businesses — from restaurants
and trucking to construction
and technology — have openings that are going unfilled.
In North Carolina, there are
approximately 90,000 fewer
individuals in the labor market
than before the pandemic.
There’s a huge debate swirling over the causes of this situation, with fingers pointed at
many possible reasons. Generous federal financial help, continued fear about COVID-19,
uncertainty over schools for
households with children, lack
of affordable child care and a
surge in retirements are some
of the causes offered.
While there’s hope the lack
of workers will be resolved as
the pandemic ultimately disappears, some experts are not
so optimistic. In fact, for years

many demographers have
been warning of a permanent
worker shortage in the coming
decades. It may just be that the
pandemic brought the shortage
earlier.
An important concept in
demographics is the “replacement birth rate.” This is the
birth rate needed to replace
deaths and keep the population
unchanged. If the actual birth
rate is higher than the replacement rate, then the population
increases. Demographers
estimate the replacement birth
rate is 2.1 children per woman.
If the birth rate is lower than
this replacement rate, then the
population decreases. In the
case of the latter, a declining
population will eventually result in a declining labor force.
The statistics show the U.S.
birth rate has been steadily
declining and is below the
replacement rate. The latest
birth rate for 2020 is 1.6, well
below the replacement rate
of 2.1. This means that, based
on domestic births alone, the
nation’s population would be
declining. So far, immigration
has prevented this, but there’s
no assurance this will continue
in the future.
There’s a second issue at
work causing concern about

the future labor force. Participation by adults in looking for
and taking jobs has still not
recovered from the pandemic.
But even before the pandemic, labor force participation
of both women and men had
been falling. There have been
numerous ideas as to why, including the high cost of child
care, the increase in incarcerations, the disinterest of many
young men in working due to
drug abuse and video-gaming
and the long period of time
many young people are in
college.
Hence, with the future of
immigration uncertain, there
is a real chance our national
population could shrink. Even
with immigration, it’s a fairly
sure prediction that population
growth will continue to slow.
The big question is: how will
this impact the economy?
One possibility is that technology will fill the gap left by
fewer workers. The capability
of technology to perform human tasks has rapidly been increasing. Kiosks and tablets for
ordering in restaurants, robots
for storing and retrieving products in warehouses, and even
machines for laying bricks and
computers for building homes
are just a few examples.

Five years ago, two British
economists created big headlines by estimating that almost
half of occupations were
susceptible to having machines
replace people in performing
work tasks. At the time of the
British study, the worry was
about lost jobs and what the
displaced workers would do.
Ironically, with the prospect
of fewer future workers, labor-saving technology may be
exactly what is needed.
There are also policies that
can be used to increase the
labor force participation of
existing adults. Reducing the
taxation of Social Security
benefits for those still working
but younger than the full retirement age could encourage
more work from older adults.
Encouraging the expansion of
additional child care facilities could make it easier for
parents who want to increase
their work hours. A renewed
focus on training incarcerated
individuals in needed skills
is a “win-win” for them and
society.
For individuals — especially
younger individuals — who
find formal education uninteresting and are distracted by
video games and drugs, wider
educational opportunities

might be explored. Exposure
to occupations in the trades —
tasks that are more physically
oriented rather than cognitively focused — as well as to
skills that can be acquired with
short-term training, might give
many youths a productive and
compelling future.
While trends in the North
Carolina birth rate track
national trends, North Carolina’s situation does differ in
one important way — in-migration. In-migration measures
people moving to the state from
other states. For years North
Carolina has been a leader in
in-migration, with many more
people moving to the state
compared to those leaving the
state. Continuing to attract
households and workers from
other states is a way for North
Carolina to avoid a worker
shortage.
Workers are a key part of
our economy. In past decades
we assumed people would be
easily available to fill jobs. That
time may be gone. How should
we adjust to this new reality?
You decide.

in order that whatever is agreed
upon produces the expected
tangible results, and does so as
the development builds out.
While the town recently
approved an incentives-only approach (all that the N.C. General
Assembly would allow) it seems
likely that the bulk of new housing to come will be in Chatham
Park. This development is freed
More affordable
from many of the conditions
housing at Chatham making housing expensive and
affordable housing projects so
Park is needed, and
hard to get built, such as limits
can be accomplished on density, lot size and setbacks
in all directions, and, most imTO THE EDITOR:
portantly land cost. Since these
The Pittsboro town board is
folks are not actually builders,
currently reviewing a proposed
construction cost is not an issue,
affordable housing plan for Cha- just their control of the acreage.
tham Park. Maybe you already
They are already planning to
know this could affect you or
mix in housing types.
yours, but if you think it doesn’t
As an agreement that might
I urge you to keep reading.
never be improved over the
What is affordable housing?
40-year build-out I am trying to
Officially, housing that doesn’t
remain hopeful that this plan can
cost you more than 30% of your be crafted to be more adequate
household’s gross monthly
and predictable. I wish the deincome. The official annual me- velopers would grasp how much
dian family (gross) income for
more attractive, famous, and
this area is based on three coun- successful their project would
ties and might seem surprising- be if they aimed for it to be more
ly high, $86,400. If you are single comprehensive, more inclusive
or widowed and make less than (and less exclusive) and more
$48,400 a year you too could
self-contained, as they advertise.
qualify for “affordable housing” If anyone is in a position to do
— if it were only available.
that they are, and it could demonMissing middle income hous- strate that even in our out-of-coning, officially termed “worktrol unregulated housing market,
force housing” based on sales
it can, in fact, be done.
Liz Cullington
price or rent rate related to
Pittsboro
income, is a supplemental form
of affordable housing, that is
Affordable housing
also very hard to find.
Far too many households are
plan needs scrutiny
paying too much for housing, if
TO THE EDITOR:
they can find it, and area workIn Pittsboro and Chatham
ers, single or with families, especially need rental apartments County there’s a major shortage of housing. Real estate
they can afford. Too many people already working in Pittsboro values have shot up, and it’s
hard to find reasonably priced
can’t afford to live here.
homes or rentals. The ChaChatham Park agreed to do
tham Park Investors (CPI) prosomething towards affordable
pose to fix this by developing
housing as part of its initial
more than 22,000 housing units.
approval six years ago and a
But their first offerings are too
plan is under review now, one
expensive for most Pittsborans,
that seems to fall short of what
ranging from $225k for a tiny
the development’s new resi800 square feet, up to $840k for
dents would need. If only 5%
3,600 square feet.
of the new homes and apartCPI’s draft affordable housments need be affordable even
ing plan — required in return
for those middle incomes and
lower, then 95% would be out of for the development’s very
high density — was only rereach of the people who would
cently submitted after the first
actually make Chatham Park
one was rejected four years
work. Thus minor tweaks of
that percentage are not enough. ago. Their new plan would
have 95% of all Chatham Park
The plan also needs careful
residences be out of reach of
review of the many ways these
middle income families.
requirements are proposed to
Expert opinions from policy
be met, and the role of the town,

analysts and affordable housing developers (including Habitat For Humanity) say that we
need at least 15% of new housing stock to be affordable. CPI’s
draft policy, however, agrees
to build only 5% of their 22,000
units as affordable housing — a
mere third of what we need.
This flaw is only the tip of
the iceberg of a complicated policy that’s filled with
loopholes. For instance, land
could be designated instead of
houses — including unbuildable land, even up to one mile
outside of Chatham Park.
(Bear in mind, Pittsboro is only
two to three miles wide.)
Will CPI equip these affordable housing developments (or
land) with sewer allocations?
Without that, these affordable
houses or apartments are very
unlikely to be built. There are
many more crucial factors that
need to be worked out, in public meetings and not in negotiations behind the scenes.
So the board has hard work
to do, and if that takes time, it
will be time well spent because
whatever improvements we
can get now will rule for the
entire 40-year build-out of this
gigantic project.
The town board worked
many months in public to
finalize the landscaping rules
for Chatham Park. Affordable
housing is much more crucial
than landscaping, yet it hasn’t
received that level of scrutiny.
This is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to collaborate with
the largest modern development in the state, and a chance
to create innovative affordable
housing solutions that could be
envied and modeled.
If you agree, let the mayor
and commissioners know before Nov. 22 that this needs to
be done right, rather than fast.
John Bonitz
Pittsboro

Michael Walden is a William
Neal Reynolds Distinguished
Professor Emeritus at N.C.
State.

LETTERS
An open letter
requesting
Pittsboro uphold
affordable housing
recommendations
TO THE EDITOR:
Pittsboro Mayor and Town
Commissioners,
We are Chatham Organizing
for Racial Equity (CORE), a
diverse group of Chatham residents working to advance racial
equity in Chatham County since
2016. Not only do we facilitate
racial equity workshops and
offer our consulting services to
local organizations and agencies guiding them to advance
equity within their institutions,
organizations, and communities,
but we also aim to build conversations around difficult topics
that affect us all. We community
organize around issues that
affect our common humanity,
like affordable housing.
The impact of structural
racism on home ownership and
affordable housing is well documented in economic justice
literature and in US history.
Data shows that home ownership is not equitably accessible
despite accounting for factors
such as a stable job and education. There is a nationwide
affordable housing crisis — one
that has persisted for decades.
We are asking the Town of
Pittsboro decision-makers to
address this issue with racial
equity at the center.
Affordable housing affects
individuals across socioeconomic backgrounds. Yet, Black,
Indigenous, and people of color
(BIPOC) are disproportionately
impacted at higher rates because of longstanding barriers
to building and retaining wealth.
At CORE, we have recently partnered with WEBB-Squared, a
new non-profit seeking to build
wealth among Black Business
owners and entrepreneurs, to
address the racial wealth gap in
rural counties across the state
starting in Chatham County.
Affordable housing, home
ownership, and equitable development must be prioritized
throughout Chatham County allowing for an inclusive
housing policy. Adequate,
well-maintained housing is the
foundation of a safe and stable
life. It is a basic human right.
We are requesting the Town
Board of Commissioners and
Mayor advocate for the following recommendations:
• A minimum of 10-15% of
proposed units dedicated to
affordable housing
• Specify a portion of units to
be used for 65% AMI or below
• Use true HUD definitions of
affordability targeting households below 80%
• Remove the Land Donation
equivalent and hold Chatham
Park accountable to providing
affordable housing
• Avoid creating a new

Affordable Housing non-profit
but instead invest in staff and
capacity to be able to implement, change policies, and
navigate how these affordable
units can become a reality
An important next step
would be initiating an intentional process using a racial equity resource (e.g. Government
Alliance for Racial Equity
Toolkit) to assess potential
biases and develop specific
metrics, plans, and procedures
to reduce racial bias in the
housing sector. CORE stands
ready to assist the Pittsboro
Town Commissioners, Mayor,
and Town Manager by providing input and resources as you
engage in this important work.
Please contact us at info@
corenc.org if you would like to
discuss further.
Karinda Roebuck
Executive Director, Chatham
Organizing for Racial Equity

Election story was
missing a few pieces
TO THE EDITOR:
Last week, the News+Record
put out an “investigative” piece
on the local Pittsboro election
(“Negative flyer, online attacks
haunt candidates in Pittsboro
races,” Nov. 11-17 edition) that
was missing a few parts.
Reporter Taylor Heeden
had it right that the flyer put
out by the “Pittsboro For The
People” PAC seemed to have it
in for Commissioner Fiocco.
She didn’t mention any of the
people who started that PAC,
which it seems would be relatively simple to find.
Also, any digging in to the
online local chatter would
almost certainly have developed a picture of the other PAC
involved, the “Friends of” the
three local candidates (Fiocco,
James Nass and Pamela Baldwin), who were being pushed as
a troika on local signs. This PAC
was started by Randy Voller.
The chatter made it clear that
Randy started this PAC, he and
his wife were paid for services
through same, and that the
largest contributor was Mayor
Nass — copies of the PAC filing
documents were included.
All this was left out and Ms.
Heeden wrote an article that
seemed to present the opposition
to Fiocco as an invalid one-off
and left it to the reader to figure
out why this was being done.
The complete picture might
ask whether or not the oppo-

sition to Fiocco was, at least
in part, the commissioner’s
connection to the candidate
PAC and Voller himself. I don’t
have the answer to that myself,
I just sensed I wasn’t getting all
the information out there from
the article.
Bill Crawford
Pittsboro
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The writer is a member of the
Pittsboro Board of Commissioners.

A big ‘thanks’ to
Mountaire
TO THE EDITOR:
Mays Baptist Church would
like to sincerely thank Mountaire Farms for their Thanksgiving for Thousands program
that has been feeding needy
families in the community.
Over 5,000 boxes of food were
packed on site, and loaded in
vehicles or trailers.
We appreciate all the employee volunteers, their families,
as well as all the young people
that helped to make this project a success. Workers were
singing, clapping their hands
and rejoicing. The whole event
was extremely well organized!
Mountaire, you are making a
difference in our community!
Donald Lyerly
Moncure
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The people never spoke on statues
Although some pundits and
grifters may claim otherwise,
there’s
nothing new
about populism. It comes
in waves,
often but
not always
in response
JOHN HOOD to sharp
economic
John Locke
downturns,
Foundation
and is driven
by outrage
against the mistakes or misdeeds of political elites.
Sometimes that populist
outrage is well-earned and
its consequences beneficial.
At other times, though, the
flames of populism serve as
little more than propulsion for
demagogues seeking to make
themselves new political elites
in place of the old ones. George
Orwell had their number,
which he counted as legs. So
did Pete Townshend of The
Who, who invited listeners to
“meet the new boss — same as
the old boss.”

If you go looking for clear
definitions of the policy content
of populism, you’ll come away
disappointed. But there’s a common rhetorical denominator:
populists tend to say things like
“the People have spoken” even
though they are actually in the
minority and “the People” have
done no such thing.
It’s currently fashionable to
denigrate right-wing populism, of the sort that produced
the January 6 riot at the U.S.
Capitol. Although I’m no slave
to fashion — my closet is full
of clothes older than my grown
children — I have repeatedly criticized such populist
impulses myself, not only
when expressed as conspiracy
theories about stolen elections
but also when directed against
free trade, entitlement reform,
and other causes that in my
view cannot be abandoned by
an American conservatism
worthy of the name.
Today, however, I will focus
on left-wing populism, of the
sort that has produced its
own violence and chaos but

nowhere near the level of condemnation it deserves.
The riots of 2020 alone resulted in dozens of deaths and
north of $1 billion in property damage. Of course, most
people protesting the homicide
of George Floyd were only expressing political views. They
weren’t rioters. By refusing to
maintain order, however, state
and local governments allowed
some protests to devolve into
riots. It was a colossal error.
Their failure to enforce basic
rules of conduct in public
spaces had antecedents. Some
happened right here in North
Carolina. On August 24, 2017,
a mob led by anarchist and
communist activists toppled
the Confederate Monument
that once stood in front of
Durham’s old courthouse.
Thanks to some combination
of clumsiness and purposeful malfeasance by local law
enforcement, no one was ever
really held responsible for the
crime.
Almost exactly one year
later, another mob (including

some of the same activists) tore
down the Silent Sam statue on
the Chapel Hill campus of the
University of North Carolina.
Again, there were no serious
consequences for those responsible. Again, the mob was
rewarded by having the statue
removed permanently rather
than restored to its original location, as it should have been,
until such time that it might be
removed by proper authorities
employing legal means.
As I wrote at the time, I was
never sold on keeping those
statues permanently in place.
I don’t think past generations
get to decide in perpetuity
what persons or images should
populate public spaces. Confederate monuments have a
history of their own, one that
at best mixes familial desire
to honor fallen ancestors with
Lost Cause mythology and
white supremacy.
Should Silent Sam and comparable statues and memorials
have been moved elsewhere,
then, or just dismantled? That
was a legitimate question. It

was not, however, answered by
“The People.” It was answered
by a self-anointed few who
figured they’d get away with it.
They were right.
Most North Carolinians
didn’t agree. They opposed
removing the Silent Sam
statue, which was on state
property. That remains the
prevailing national sentiment
about the larger issue. In a 2020
ABC News/Washington Post
poll, only 43% of respondents
favored “removing statues
honoring Confederate generals
from public places.”
Think the majority is wrong
about this? Then persuade them
otherwise. But don’t take the
law into your own hands and
then cloak yourself in populist
claims that “the People have
spoken.” They never got to.
John Hood is a John Locke
Foundation board member
and author of the new novel
“Mountain Folk,” a historical
fantasy set during the American
Revolution (MountainFolkBook.com).

We could all use
a little more trust
I’ve been following the analysis by pundits,
partisans and pollsters about the recent November elections, especially
the gubernatorial races in
neighboring Virginia and New
Jersey. Opinions and suggestions are all over the board,
but one column started me
thinking.
“Americans hate being told
what
to do,” wrote Kathleen
TOM
Parker in The Washington
CAMPBELL
Post. “And lately they’ve been
N.C. Spin
told a lot: Stay at home. Stand
apart. Wear a mask. Get a shot. Get the booster.”
She’s right. Americans, especially North
Carolinians, have always been an independent
lot. Many of us resent being told what to do. That
said, how can we explain why we accept being told
to drive on the right-hand side of the road, stop at
red lights, wear seat belts, stand in line and abide
by any number of other mandates? The real reason is that who is telling us is equally or perhaps
more important than what we are told to do.
At the heart of the issue is trust. We will
listen to and follow those whom we trust, and
either ignore or disobey those we don’t.
It wasn’t too many years ago that when a
government official, business leader, religious
figure or anyone in a position of authority told
us something we believed it. We knew that at
some level they looked after their own best
interests but we also, perhaps naively, believed
they mostly acted in what was the best interest
for most of us. We learned differently.
How and when did that change?
Our trust bubble was pricked in 1968 when Walter Cronkite returned from Viet Nam and told us
our military and political leaders had been lying to
us. We weren’t winning the war in Southeast Asia.
Cronkite reported we were “mired in stalemate”
and he believed the war to be unwinnable. Yet another puncture occurred when Richard Nixon lied
to us about Watergate. The Catholic Church pedophile scandals further eroded our trusting natures,
as did revelations about corrupt political, business
and legal deals. In response, the media plunged
full bore into investigative reporting instead of
accepting carte blanche statements from those in
authority. They were often antagonistic, looking
for untruths and breaches of faith. Like the COVID
pandemic this attitude spread rapidly. We don’t
know who to trust and, sadly, now approach most
everything and everyone with the posture that we
won’t trust you until you prove we can. That’s no
way to live and no way to move forward.
Here are some thoughts to build trust: First,
understand this is going to be a slow process. We
must be open-minded and willing to put the past
behind us and stop dwelling on it. We need to
change our attitudes, going into relationships and
situations with a posture of trust rather than mistrust. At the same time, we need to be vigilant and
ask questions, letting people in authority know we
are watching. And when people act trustworthy,
we should reinforce and praise these actions.
To be trusted you must be trustworthy!
Earning trust is more incumbent on people in
positions of authority. Begin by recognizing
the pervasive lack of trust, understanding
that what you do behind closed doors is just as
important as what people see. Honest communication is essential. Promises alone don’t count;
you have to speak, act and live truth. Instead of
covering up problems, misdeeds or failures you
must be accountable and own them, explaining
clearly what you are going to do to correct current situations and prevent future ones.
Trust is easy to break but hard to restore. But
more trust is what we need today.
Tom Campbell is a former assistant N.C. State
Treasurer and was the creator/host of N.C.
SPIN, a weekly statewide television discussion
of N.C. issues that aired on UNC-TV until 2020.
Contact him at tomcamp@carolinabroadcasting.
com.

UNC’s history: a minority view
Last month, U.S. District Judge
Loretta Biggs ruled that UNC-Chapel Hill does not
discriminate
against white and
Asian-American
applicants when it
factors race in its
undergraduate admissions process.
She explained,
D.G. MARTIN “While no student
One on One
can or should be
admitted to this
University, or any other, based solely on race, because race is so interwoven in every aspect of the lived
experience of minority students,
to ignore it, reduce its importance
and measure it only by statistical
models … misses important context
to include obscuring racial barriers
and obstacles that have been faced,
overcome and are yet to be overcome.”
The possibility that Blacks may
be getting preferential treatment in
admissions today would seem amazingly strange to students Harvey E.
Beech, James L. Lassiter, J. Kenneth
Lee, Floyd B. McKissick and James
R. Walker when in 1951 they enrolled in the law school and became
the first Blacks admitted to UNC.
Their struggle for admission
is chronicled in a new book, “To
Drink from the Well: The Struggle
for Racial Equality at the Nation’s
Oldest Public University” by Geeta
N. Kapur.
The book examines examples of

racism at UNC through the years
beginning with the laying of the
cornerstone of Old East, the campus’s oldest building. In 1793, when
the university’s founder, Richardson Davie, led a solemn Masonic
service; no Blacks were in close
attendance even though enslaved
labor had produced the bricks for
the new building.
The law students admitted in 1951
were not the first Blacks to seek
admittance to UNC. On March 13,
1933, Thomas Hocutt attempted to
apply to UNC’s pharmacy school.
The immediate response from the
admissions dean: “Negroes are not
admitted to this university.”
Hocutt was represented by Conrad Pearson, a young Durham lawyer. Pearson thought that response
made clear that race was the reason
his admission was denied, a fact
that, if not admitted, would have to
be proved in court.
The situation split the Black community in Durham.
Leaders such as C.C. Spaulding,
head of the highly successful Black
insurance company, North Carolina
Mutual, and Dr. James Shepard,
president of North Carolina College
for Negroes, worried that the efforts
to enroll Blacks at UNC would disrupt the good working relationships
they had with the white community.
They told Pearson that the admission effort must be dropped. Spaulding told “terrifying stories about the
Wilmington Race Riot,” implying
that Hocutt’s efforts to enroll could

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public
interest, as well as thoughtful and informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and
other submissions that promote a commercial product, contain either libelous material,
personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer complaints and letters
containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for
verification. Letters should be no more than 400 words in length. Letter-writers are limited to
two published letters per month. Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters
become property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email
to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.

spark something similar.
Ultimately, Hocutt’s lawsuit
against UNC was dismissed, in part
because he could not provide a transcript of his attendance at North
Carolina College. Dr. Shepard had
refused to release it.
Although Hocutt failed, his and
Pearson’s efforts helped chart a successful path for the Black law school
applicants almost 20 years later.
Kapur sets out these efforts in
illuminating detail.
She also charts Durham native Pauli Murray’s unsuccessful
attempt in 1938 to gain admission
to UNC’s School of Social Work.
Murray, who grew up in Durham,
later gained national fame as a civil
rights lawyer and Episcopal priest.
She wrote long letters of protest
about the admission denial to UNC
President Frank Porter Graham
and President Franklin D. Roosevelt
and gained widespread attention to
her case. But, as Thurgood Marshall
explained to her, the NAACP would
not take her case because she was
no longer a North Carolina resident,
having been in New York City since
1926.
Books about the University of
North Carolina are plentiful, but a
history of the institution written by
a minority is a rarity. Kapur grew
up in Kenya and has family connections to Indians, Blacks, and whites.
She graduated from UNC and its law
school. As a student she identified
as a Black. While she is proud and
grateful for her university experience, she remembers that every day
she felt the weight of racism that
still infects the institution.
Her unique perspective makes
her book compelling reading and
a valuable resource for anyone
seeking to better understand UNC’s
history and current challenges.
D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina
Bookwatch,” at 11 a.m. Sundays and
5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The
program also airs on the North Carolina Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays
and other times.
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MEMBERS
Continued from page A1
nity Advisory Committee
on June 21. The idea originally emerged several
years ago amid a two- to
three-year community
planning project called
Building Integrated Communities (BIC).
Launched in 2017, this
project brought the town,
the Hispanic Liaison and
community members
— including some now
leading the Immigrant
Advisory Committee
— together to identify
immigrant residents’
needs and create a plan
to address them. Forming
an immigrant advisory
committee was one such
step in the project’s
finalized plan, but the
COVID-19 pandemic and
personnel turnover delayed its implementation
until June.
The original application period for those
wishing to be appointed
to the committee closed
on Aug. 9, and the town
had originally planned to
present all applications
to the board during an
August or September
board meeting, according
to Lynch. After receiving too few applications,
however, the town
reopened the application
process twice, extending
the deadline to Nov. 1.
The extended deadline
also gave board members
more time to review the
pool of applicants, which

Commissioner Chip Price
had asked for last month.
“There’s some folks
on here who’ve got some
real good qualifications,”
Price told the board on
Oct. 18. “I was impressed,
but at the same time,
there’s several people on
there — I have no clue
who they are, and I personally would like to have
a little bit more time to ...
for lack of a better term,
vet some of these people,
maybe even talk to them
personally.”
By Monday night, the
town had received 11
applications, three of
which came in during
the second extended
application period. The
four rejected applicants
applied with Durham,
Chapel Hill and Pittsboro
addresses, including Ilana Dubester, the executive director and founder
of the Hispanic Liaison in
Siler City.
“I’m very excited that
the committee has finally
formed and with a strong
slate of candidates!”
Dubester told the News
+ Record. “I’m also very
happy that many Siler
City residents applied
and were selected. This
is a good day for our
community and for Siler
City.”
According to the
town’s resolution, the
seven-member committee will provide a bridge
between the board and
immigrant residents,
offer strategies to foment
civic participation among

immigrant residents and
serve as a forum to both
discuss and address the
immigrant community’s
concerns.
Committee members
will also take the lead on
implementing any and
all recommendations outlined in BIC’s action plan
to better serve the town’s
immigrant residents.
The appointees include:
• Hannia Benitez
Born in Tecun Uman,
Guatemala, Hannia
Benitez moved to Siler
City with her mother and
sister in 1998 when she
was a young child. She attended Siler City Elementary, Chatham Middle
and Jordan-Matthews
High School, from which
she graduated in 2010.
After a brief stint in
Sanford, she moved back
to Siler City with her
husband and three children in 2016. Benitez has
served a three-year term
as the president of the
Hispanic Liaison’s board
of directors and now
manages the Liaison’s
Sanford satellite offices
as its Lee County deputy
director, a role she’s occupied since January.
“Born in Guatemala
and raised in Siler City,
my goal within our immigrant community, which
includes me, is to ensure
that our voices are heard
in an equitable and just
manner,” she wrote in
her application to the
town. “I believe that the
best anchor for change
is communication. When
this is present, many
things can be accomplished.”
• Norma Jisselle Perdomo
Honduran native
and Siler City resident
Norma Jisselle Perdomo
works as an immigration
attorney at Vasquez Law
Firm in Raleigh. Prior to
becoming an attorney,
she taught ESL at Central
Carolina Community
College.
“As an immigrant and

advocate for immigrants,
I have a vested interest in
working with underrepresented communities,”
she wrote in her letter of
interest. “I was part of the
initial Building Integrated
Communities (BIC) project which started years
ago in Siler City.”
• Victoria Navarro
Born in Mexico, Victoria Navarro migrated to
Siler City with her family
in 1996 when she was 4
years old. She works with
a higher education-focused marketing firm in
Raleigh to reach underrepresented communities. She’s also served
as a family engagement
coordinator with education nonprofit LatinxEd
to help Latinx students
and families through
the college application
process.
“While I feel fortunate
to have found the connections and skills that have
allowed me to feel heard
in the community, I know
that is not the case for
many,” she wrote. “I wish
to be that voice to represent the opinions and
concerns for family and
friends that don’t hold the
same privilege as I do.”
• Carlos Simpson
Siler City resident
and Costa Rica native
Carlos Simpson manages
a translation, interpretation and notarization
business. A veteran, he
served on the Chatham
County Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
in the late 2000s and ran
for several local offices,
including Siler City mayor and the county school
board, in the early 2010s.
“I wish to serve on
this committee to assist
in the advancement of
the Hispanic immigrant
community to achieve a
healthier community!”
he wrote.
• Danubio Vazquez Rodriguez
Born in Mexico, Danubio Vazquez Rodriguez

moved to the U.S. when
he was almost 10 years
old. Thereafter, he was
enrolled in Siler City
Elementary and ultimately graduated from
Jordan-Matthews. He
now works in Chatham
County Schools’ Pre-K
department, helping
families apply for one of
the district’s Pre-K slots
across seven schools.
“It would be my pleasure to be part of this
group, because I grew up
in the community … and
because I feel that I have
all the skill to represent
our people,” he wrote.
“I would like to become
the leader that I found
in those that taught me
to speak up and not be
afraid. I want people to
feel included, heard, feel
like they matter!”
• Norma Hernandez
Norma Hernandez
has lived in Siler City
all her life — save for
a few months in Mexico, her birth country.
She attended Siler City
Elementary School “back
when no other children
looked like [her],” and
ultimately graduated
from Jordan-Matthews,
after which she attained
a bachelor’s degree
in social work from
UNC-Greensboro.
After working in Chatham County Schools,
she joined Chatham
County’s Department of
Social Services, where
she’s now a social worker.
Both roles, she wrote
in her application, have
allowed her to give back
to her community, but
now she’d like to do more
“at a macro level” for the
Latino community.
“Earlier this year, I had
reached out to Commissioner [Franklin] Gomez
to share my concern over
the need to have a Latino
committee with members
who were local residents,” Hernandez wrote.
“While the Hispanic Liaison does amazing things

for the Hispanic community, I feel they only
represent a small portion
of it, and our community
has a large number of
small business Latino
owners, many formal
churches, and a growing
number of homeowners.
It was high time Chatham
County had formal representation.”
• Shirley Villatoro
Born in California,
Siler City resident Shirley Villatoro is the daughter of two green card
holders from Guatemala
— a vantage point, she
said, which allowed her
to witness firsthand the
difficulties immigrants
face in the U.S.
While finishing her
final year at UNCG as
a pre-law student, she’s
working as an office manager and legal assistant
in Commissioner Lewis
Fadley’s Siler City law
office. In the past, she’s
also volunteered with
the Hispanic Liaison as
a peer tutor and with
Chatham County as a
Guardian ad Litem.
“If I am selected to the
Immigration Community
Advisory Committee, it
is my hope to help Siler
City achieve its vision by
assisting the Town with
immigration issues that
face our very diverse population,” Villatoro wrote
in her application. “I
believe that our diversity
is one of our strengths.”
The committee’s first
organizational meeting
will take place at 5:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 30,
in the Wrenn Memorial
Library’s multipurpose
room. There, committee
members will appoint
a chairperson and vice
chairperson and set
meeting dates, times and
terms, as well as go over
legal requirements with
town staff.
Reporter Victoria Johnson can be reached at
victoria@chathamnr.com.

An open letter of GRATITUDE to:
• Town of Pittsboro and Chatham County
• Pittsboro Commissioners Baldwin, Bonitz, Farrell, Fiocco and Shipp
Since January, the North Woods neighborhood has been highlighting our struggle with NCDOT. To recap, NCDOT has proposed to build
North Chatham Park Way through North Woods. The road could be built around North Woods on undeveloped land owned by Chatham
Park. Following extensive research, we have found that NCDOT’s proposed alignment was actually first suggested by Chatham Park in 2015,
three years before NCDOT started working on the project. In 2018, NCDOT hired Chatham Park’s engineering consultant to support North
Chatham Park Way and the rest is history.
North Woods neighbors have written letters, sponsored petitions, met with NCDOT, presented to Pittsboro and Chatham County leaders,
anything and everything we could think of to draw attention to our situation. Two weeks ago, we hosted an informational booth at the
Pittsboro Town Fair.
Through all of our efforts, one thing is clear. The Pittsboro community strongly supports North Woods. And the Pittsboro Commissioners
also support North Woods and asked NCDOT to evaluate an option that would largely save North Woods. THANK YOU, we are very grateful!
Now, after two months of NCDOT and Chatham Park lobbying against North Woods, NCDOT is forcing the Pittsboro Commissioners to
reconfirm their prior request to evaluate an option that could save North Woods. The discussion and vote is scheduled to take place on
November 22, 2021.
NCDOT and Chatham Park are lobbying for Pittsboro to stand down and turn away from North Woods. Their perspective appears to be that
if it’s good for Chatham Park, it’s good for Pittsboro.
North Woods believes that everyone is well served by a modest shift in the road… Chatham Park gets their Park Way, Pittsboro gets a road
that will take trucks out of the downtown area, NCDOT gets to show that it can be flexible, and North Woods will survive and continue to be
part of the special fabric of the Pittsboro and Chatham County community for another four decades.
We are very grateful for the support of the greater Pittsboro community and ask one last time… stay firm and please
STAND WITH NORTH WOODS.
Mark Pavao and the North Woods neighborhood
www.savenorthwoodsneighborhood.com
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DISCIPLINE
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• eliminate disparities across
student groups in disciplinary
practices or reports to law
enforcement
• reduce by 90% the sum of
reports to law enforcement as
well as disciplinary practices
that remove students from
normal learning environments.
CCS’s Chris Poston, who
was named the district’s executive director for excellence
and opportunity earlier this
year, said the CCS Equity and
Excellence for Everyone (E3)
team is continuing to focus
on these issues. Poston’s new
role, also new to the district,
will involve leading efforts to
implement the district’s equity
plans, which have formally
been in place for the last five
years.
A big emphasis for the team
this year, Poston said, is on
building positive relationships
between students and staff,
with the hope of creating
a more inclusive space for
more students. Last semester, the group also launched
its two-year equity training
and assessment efforts with a
group called The Equity Collaborative.
“... We’ve been talking
about, what are some of the
barriers that students are facing? And how can we create
some additional opportunities
for our students?” Poston
said. “I think as we create
those opportunities and give
more kids access to them,
we’ll see a decrease in our
discipline data, because kids
have this agency to want to
engage.”

‘How can we not make
everything punitive?’
The state’s most recent
discipline data is for 2019-20,
which includes March 2020,
when N.C. schools were closed
by Gov. Roy Cooper to slow the
spread of COVID-19.
According to that data,
disabled, Black, Hispanic and
multiracial student groups in

Chatham experienced much
higher rates of alleged criminal acts at school and referrals to law enforcement than
white students, the Chatham
NAACP’s report said. Black
and multiracial students were
the only racial subgroup with
higher rates of both.
Moving forward, the group’s
criminal justice committee
hopes to work with CCS to
better understand the reasons
for such disparities.
“For student privacy and
other data reasons, we don’t
know anything more about
those circumstances that led
to suspensions, or to referrals
to law enforcement,” Delaney
said. “Because that’s not in
the data that the state makes
available to the public.”
Though the NAACP’s committee doesn’t know specific
reasons behind CCS’s 2019-20
discipline incidents, Delaney
said the committee anticipates
that several reasons contribute
to existing disparities.
One such reason is zero-tolerance policies — laws or
codes dictating that certain
acts by students will always
be addressed in a certain way.
State law, for example, requires
principals to report certain
assaults or acts at school to law
enforcement.
“The NAACP seeks to
‘eliminate zero-tolerance
policies implemented in our
schools, which are keeping
kids out of the classroom and
putting them on a path from
the schoolhouse to the jailhouse,’” the Brighter Futures
report says. “Zero-tolerance
policies often involve expulsions, out-of-school suspensions, transfers out of normal
learning environments, or
reports to law enforcement.
Such policies emerged over
decades, concurrent with a
more visible presence of law
enforcement officers in U.S.
schools.”
Delaney said zero-tolerance
policies can also be more informal — such as a principal or
teacher always responding to
certain behaviors with officer
referrals that might lead to
suspensions.
CCS has worked to promote

restorative school practices
in recent years, said Executive Director of Student Services Tracy Fowler. The district has also hosted student
focus groups to learn how
students feel about school
discipline and engagement,
particularly among African
American students — about
whom data shows consistently experience the highest
disparities.
Among African American
female students, Fowler said,
many mentioned feeling unequally targeted by teachers
enforcing school dress codes.
Though dress code violations
themselves don’t typically turn into suspensions,
Fowler said, it’s an example
of how potential bias among
teachers can create disparities and student frustration,
which leads to disengagement.
“How can we not make
everything punitive? We’ve had
a lot of conversations around
that, and we did see some
decrease in the data for a little
while, but some of it increased
again, over some time,” Fowler
said. “But it’s definitely been
this kind of effort to make sure
that we’re having conversations and working with staff to
look at alternatives to out-ofschool suspension.”

‘It’s worth really digging
into’
In recent years, protests to
defund the police led some
students and community
members to call on school
boards and systems to remove school resource officers
— law enforcement officers
assigned to one or more
public schools within a local
school administrative unit —
from schools.
CCS has 11 school resource
officers, according to Chief
Operations Officer Chris Blice,
who are primarily assigned
to middle and high schools.
The district has a memorandum of agreement between
the Chatham County Sheriff
Department, Pittsboro Police
Department and Siler City
Department.

School resource officers can
perform investigations and
arrests, search and interrogations — which some think
may potentially increase
disparities among already
marginalized students. Last
January, a two-part report by
Scalawag, a nonprofit magazine focused on Southern politics and culture, documented student efforts at Wake
County Schools to remove
school resource officers from
their schools. At Raleigh’s
Enloe Magnet High School,
74% of students stopped by
SROs were Black in 2019-20,
while only 6% were white,
according to a fact sheet compiled by the Education Justice
Alliance, the Scalawag report
said.
Blice said the officers’ primary function is to promote
school safety and security by
building positive relationships
with students.
“They’re really helping
kids understand that law enforcement is most definitely
not your enemy, and they’re
really there to help you,” said
Blice, a former school principal.
“There’s a lot of catchphrases and a lot of things
out there, and it’s always
amazing to me how schools
get pulled into those kinds of
things,” he said. “You know,
school resource officers in
schools don’t do discipline
— so they’re not suspending
kids by law, they can’t do that,
only principal can suspend.
It isn’t their role, and it’s not
what they do. School resource
officers are a good thing in
our schools, and it’s a very
positive thing. It’s positive
for the kids. It’s positive for
our staff. It’s positive for our
schools. It’s positive for our
communities. These folks are
great, and they train to work
with kids.”
The Chatham NAACP report
doesn’t address or take a
position on the need for school
resource officers, but instead
encourages CCS to reduce any
existing disparities among
officer actions.
“The school system has
told us that there are so

many instances where they
see kids respond positively
to an SRO, and that’s great,”
Delaney said. “But what we
also know is that there are
communities, particularly
those who are experiencing
these disparities, who do not
traditionally have positive
interactions with law enforcement early on. And so to
create a circumstance where
those children must continue
to encounter law enforcement in some combination
of ways, may not be the best
thing to do — and we should
be able to talk broadly about
those issues.”
SROs account for little of
school discipline practices, Delaney said. Addressing school
discipline practices holistically
is an important part of helping
achieve student success, he
said. In many cases, Chatham
is doing better when it comes
to discipline disparities than
neighboring counties and
school districts, the NAACP
report says.
Still, studies show that students who enter the criminal
justice system are more likely
to end up to have recurring incidents in the criminal justice
system, and according to Chief
District Court Judge Samantha Cabe, suspended students
are three times more likely to
end up in the criminal justice
system than students who are
not.
“Now that we agree on what
the data show — they show disparities, we all understand the
importance of capturing and
addressing that behavior early
to prevent folks living a life in
prison or having those experiences as a child,” Delaney said,
“Don’t you agree that it’s worth
really digging into the way that
those students are becoming
suspended in the first place,
and try(ing) to eliminate those
needs?”
Are you a student or parent
with thoughts on school disciplinary practices? We’d love to
hear from you for future stories.
You can reach Reporter Hannah McClellan at hannah@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at
@HannerMcClellan.
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ty leader — will also see
a change in his district
Continued from page A1 borders if reelected.
Right now, his district
Chatham will now have includes Chatham and
a new state senator after
part of Durham County.
the 2022 election, with
According to the new
Democrat Sen. Natalie
redistricting, his district
Murdock representing
no longer includes
the new Senate District
Durham.
20 if reelected.
Reives told the News
“It is no secret that
+ Record the new maps
the redistricting prowill lead to an “outsized
cess failed to provide
Republican political
maps that represented
advantage.” He prethe interests of North
viously proposed an
Carolinians. The reality
amendment to state law
is that North Carolina
that would shift redisis a 50-50 state, but these
tricting authority from
gerrymandered districts
the General Assembly
give Republicans a heavy to an independent compartisan advantage,”
mission.
Murdock told the News
“This year’s redis+ Record. “That said, I
tricting process unforam honored that I will be tunately left us in the
representing the wonsame position we were
derful folks in Chatham
in before,” he said.
County.”
“The legislative and
The first lawsuit chal- congressional districts
lenging North Carolina’s presented do not repnew political districts
resent the diversity of
as unconstitutional
North Carolina. These
partisan gerrymandermaps also will lead to
ing was filed the day
far fewer people of color
after the districts were
serving in the General
approved, the Raleigh
Assembly — I don’t
News & Observer report- believe any of these reed. That lawsuit only
sults are positive for our
challenges the congresstate. This process has
sional map, but all three shown that we as a body
new maps — for North
just cannot produce the
Carolina’s 14 seats in the maps this state deserves.
U.S. House, 50 seats in
We should have an indethe N.C. Senate and 120
pendent entity drawing
seats in the N.C. House
these maps, not politi— passed along partisan cians.”
lines with Republicans
Redistricting aside,
in support and DemoMurdock said she’s
crats opposed.
prepared to learn about
All the new maps
issues important to
would give Republicans
Chatham residents,
a sizable advantage in
specifically naming clean
future elections even if
air and water, access to
the two parties roughly
health care and school
split the statewide vote
funding.
50-50, the N&O reported
“Those are top priority
outside political analand I know that some of
ysis shows, with the
what I’ve learned while
new Congressional map serving Durham will lend
expected to give Republi- itself to me in Chatham,”
cans a 10-4 or 11-3 advan- she said. “Representative
tage in 2022.
Reives will be a great
Chatham’s repreresource for me; I look
sentative in the House,
up to him as a mentor
Robert Reives II (D-Dist. and a friend and he looks
54) — who serves as the
forward to supporting me
chamber’s minority par- as well.”

Courtesy of the N.C. General Assembly

The proposed map for N.C.’s House of Representatives disctricts.
Foushee’s new district includes Orange,
Caswell and Person
counties. She still plans
to seek another term
in the Senate, the News
+ Record previously
reported.
“I’m not happy about
it,” Foushee told the
News + Record of the
likely redistricted lines
in August. “I’m happy

to serve, let’s be clear,
but as a representative
of Chatham now for
eight years and my
husband was born in
Chatham — we have
lots of friends and relatives in Chatham, he
has siblings who live in
Chatham and my sister
lives in Siler City — I
wasn’t just representing the county itself.

Because of our relationships with friends
and family, it was like
one continuous district.
There were no county
lines for me.”
Even so, Foushee expressed confidence in her
colleague’s future representation of Chatham in
the Senate.
“Senator Murdock
will be a fine senator

for Chatham,” Foushee
said. “She’s engaged.
She’s a people person.
Chatham will not lose
anything in this representation with Sen.
Murdock.”
Reporter Hannah McClellan can be reached
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

Courtesy of the N.C. General Assembly

The proposed map for N.C.’s Senate disctricts.

WE CAN SELL YOURS -TOP DOLLAR

RECENT SALES AT OR ABOVE LIST PRICE!!!
234 Acres - SILER AIRPORT - SOLD
16 Acres - COLERIDGE GOLF RANGE - SOLD
8.6 Acres - NC 751 - SOLD
15 Acres - ALEX COCKMAN ROAD - SOLD
43 Acres - MCconnell Rd Greensboro $4.5mm - SOLD

296 ACRES
FOR SALE

ON MONCURE PITTSBORO RD

$4.8mm

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com • C: 919-362-6999
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OBITUARIES
CLIFFORD BRYCE HOLT
Clifford Bryce Holt, 96, of Siler
City, passed away on November 12,
2021, at Randolph Hospice House.
Bryce was born in Chatham County on November 11, 1925, the son of
Newby and Carrie Lee Johnson Holt.
He was a faithful member of Rives
Chapel Baptist Church all of his life,
and served in numerous positions
in the church. He retired from the
U.S. Post Office. Bryce was a member
of the Lions Club for over 50 years,
and was still helping them distribute

flags at 90 years old.
In addition to his parents, Bryce is preceded in death by
his wives, Dorothy Bowers Holt and Kay McDaniel Holt;
daughter, Brenda Holt Oldham; and son, Bobby Holt.
Bryce is survived by his son, Mike Holt and wife Gwen of
Siler City; step-children, Ted McDaniel, Randy McDaniel
and Karen McDaniel Garner; and grandchildren, Beverly
Holt-Pilkey, Todd Holt, and Dennis Oldham.
Memorials may be made to the Rives Chapel Baptist
Church Cemetery Fund, 4338 Rives Chapel Church Rd., Siler
City, N.C. 27344.
Mr. Holt Laid in Repose on Monday, November 15, 2021,
from 12 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230
N. Second Ave., Siler City. The family received friends on
Tuesday, November 16, 2021, from 1 to 2 p.m. followed by a
graveside service at 2 p.m. at Rives Chapel Baptist Church,
with Dr. Tripp Foltz officiating.
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneralhome.com.
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Holt
family.

REGINALD MELVIN WOMBLE
Reginald Melvin Womble, 79, entered into eternal rest on Saturday,
November 13, 2021. He was born on
March 14, 1942, to the late Ervin and
Lillie Womble. He was a 1964 graduate of N.C. A&T State University,
where he earned a B.S. in Mathematics. He was married to the late
Mildred R. Womble.
Reggie was a dedicated employee
of Burlington Industries (Asheboro,
Statesville and Greensboro). He
retired after 35 years of service. He is
survived by his only child, Regina Womble-Miller (Hubert),
one brother, three sisters and two brothers-in-law.
Visitation was held on Wednesday, November 17, 2021,
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at George Washington Carver Community Enrichment Center, 950 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.,
Asheboro, N.C. The family hour and funeral will be held on
Thursday, November 18, 2021, at Corinth AME Zion Church
in Siler City, N.C. The family hour will begin at 11:30 a.m.
The funeral service will begin at 1 p.m. Interment will be at
the Chatham Memorial Park, Siler City, N.C.
Services entrusted to Gailes Funeral Home in Asheboro,
N.C.

PAUL WESLEY WOODELL
Paul Wesley Woodell, 76, of
Cameron, died Monday, November 8, 2021, at First Health Moore
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst.
Funeral services were held
at 2 p.m. Sunday, November
14, 2021, at the Smith Funeral
Home Chapel in Broadway
with Pastor Ron Freeland officiating. Burial followed in the
Johnson Grove Cemetery.
He was born in Randolph
County on May 26, 1945, son of
the late Henry Riley and Violet
Mae Edwards Woodell. He was
preceded in death by his wife,
Brenda Kay Woodell and stepson, Stephen Scott Daniel.
Survivors are his daughters,
Teressa Rebecca Coggins of
Thomasville, Linda Sue Woodell of Sanford, Brenda Lou
Woodell of Butner, Alice Faye
Ashley of Sanford, and Helen
Marie Daniel of Cameron;
sister, Shirley Woodell Welch
of Asheboro; brothers, John
Riley Woodell of Cedar Falls,
and Charles Lee Woodell of
Franklinville; 13 grandchildren
and 23 great-grandchildren.
Online condolences can be
made at www.smithfuneralhomebroadway.com.

DESMOND MAURICE
PATTERSON JR.

GEORGE DANIEL ‘DANNY’ PIKE

PATTI JO KUCINIC
JUSTICE
Patti Jo Kucinic Justice, 69,
of Goldston, passed away on
Tuesday, November 9, 2021,
at Authora Hospice House in
Burlington.
A Celebration of Life will be
at a later date.
She was born in Chatham
County on November 7, 1952,
to Bessie Scotten Kucinic and
Joseph Kucinic. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded
in death by her husband, Robert Justice.
She is survived by her nephew, Randy Welch of Goldston;
sister, Carol Welch of Salt
Springs, Florida; son, Jon Matthews of Willow Springs; and
one grandchild.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Scottish Terrier Rescue of the
Southeast (STRSE), 5760
Hwy. 357, Campobello, S.C.
29322 (http://www.scottiesoutheast.org) or Authora
Care Hospice, 914 Chapel
Hill Rd., Burlington, N.C.
27215.
Condolences may be offered
online at www.joycebradychapel.com.

George Daniel “Danny” Pike, 62,
passed away peacefully at his home
surrounded by his family on Monday, November 15, 2021.
Danny was a native of Chatham
County. He was born in Siler City on
July 23, 1959, to George Edward Pike
and the late Mary Hurlene (Pickard) Pike. Danny was a graduate of
Jordan-Matthews High School, class
of 1977. He was a member of Rocky
River Baptist Church.
He was a beloved neighbor and
friend to many in the Silk Hope community where he grew
up and lived his entire life. As a young man, Danny was an
Eagle Scout of Silk Hope Troop 911. Danny was a dedicated
fire fighter with Silk Hope Volunteer Fire Department for
26 years and was recognized as 1988 Fireman of the Year.
The Silk Hope Ruritan Club recognized Danny as the 2015
Agri-Business Person of the year. He retired from NCDOT
and owned and operated Roadside Grill. He was a cattle
farmer and a top producing poultry farmer for 33 years. At
the time of his passing he was a grower for Pilgrims of Siler
City.
Danny was a humble, quick witted, hard working man.
He often helped neighbors, family, and friends without ever
speaking of the kindness shown or deeds done. He loved his
family and extended family.
He is survived by his loving wife of 18 1/2 years, Pamela
Sheets Pike; children, Kristen Horton (Davide) of Hawaii,
Nathan Pike of Mebane, Carolyn Chafin (Chris) of Siler
City, and Richard Green of Siler City; siblings, Sarah Gardner (Frankie) of Siler City, Diane Wright (Tony) of Siler
City, Manuel Pike (Andrea) of Siler City, Chris Pike (Catie)
of Siler City; grandchildren, Makayla Horton, Skylar Horton, Gabriel Horton, Trey Horton, Grayson Daniel Horton,
Kenzie Chafin, Riley Chafin and Decklyn Chafin; many
nieces, nephews, great nieces and nephews. A very dear
and loved friend and employee to Danny and Pam, Danny
(Pedro) Harrison.
The family will receive friends from 12:30-1:45 p.m. in
the fellowship hall of Emmaus Baptist Church on Friday,
November 19, 2021, followed by the funeral service at 2 p.m.
at Emmaus Baptist Church, 2430 Silk Hope Gum Springs
Rd., Pittsboro, NC 27312 with Pastor Steve Moore officiating.
Entombment will follow at Chatham Memorial Park, 13260
Hwy 64 W., Siler City, N.C. 27344.
In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, P.O. Box 50, Memphis, TN
38101-9929.
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Pike Family.
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneralhome.com.

BETTY PHILLIPS WICKER
Betty Phillips Wicker, 84,
of Sanford, passed away on
Wednesday, November 10, 2021,
at Westfield Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.
A graveside service was held
Sunday, November 14, 2021,
at 2 p.m. at White Hill Presbyterian Church Cemetery
with Chaplain Joel Cameron
officiating.
She was born in Moore
County on November 15, 1936,
to the late H.L. and Alethea
Moore Phillips. In addition to
her parents, Betty was preceded in death by her husband, Cecil Kenneth Wicker, son Phillip
Wicker; siblings Dick Phillips,
Bill Phillips and Dorothy “Dot”
Gladden. She was a member
of White Hill Presbyterian
Church.
She is survived by her son,
Jimmy Wicker of Sanford; siblings, Helen Comer of Georgia,
Mary Lou Jeffers of Sanford,
Herman Phillips of Carthage,
Bruce Phillips of Cameron;
three grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.
Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneralhome.com.

CAROLYN ANN (OWENS)
LUMPKIN
Carolyn Ann Lumpkins,
79, of Pittsboro passed away
Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at
her residence.
Services are entrusted to
Knotts Funeral Home.

CHURCH NEWS
FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
The First United Methodist Church will hold its
annual Fall Bazaar on Saturday morning, Nov. 20.
The church is located at 1101 West Raleigh St., Siler
City. Coffee and ham biscuits will be available prior
to the bazaar.
Sales will begin promptly at 10 a.m. Among
the items for sale will be chicken pies and other
casseroles and side dishes, soups, cakes, pies and
persimmon puddings. Payment will be accepted
in cash or by personal check. Proceeds will be
used to fund various church projects.

ROCKY RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
We will welcome back The Churchmen to share
their music with us at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, Nov.
21, in the Rocky River Baptist Church Fellowship
Hall. There will be no charge but a love offering
will be received to show appreciation and cover
their expenses.
Invite your family and friends. The church is
located at 4436 Siler City-Snow Camp Road, Siler
City.

JESSICA DANIELLE
MEERT
Jessica Danielle Meert, 34,
of Sanford, passed away on
Friday, November 5, 2021, at
her home.
There will be no services.
She was born in Huntsville,
Alabama, on July 20, 1987, to
Rebecca Blackmon Meert and
the late Timothy Allan Meert.
In addition to her father, Jessica was preceded in death by
her grandparents. She worked
in the food service industry
and served our county in the
United States Army.
In addition to her mother,
Jessica is survived by her
daughter, Aleena McCall of
Florida; brother, Zachary
Meert of Raleigh; and sister,
Veronica Meert of Pinehurst.
Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneralhome.com.

WILLIAM ROBERT
WASHINGTON
William Robert Washington,
68, of Broadway, passed away
on Monday, November 15, 2021,
at the Laurels of Chatham in
Pittsboro.
Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home in Sanford.

SHIRLEY J. MARSH
Shirley J. Marsh, 88, of Bear
Creek, passed away, Tuesday,
November 9, 2021, at her home
in Bear Creek.
Services provided by Knotts
and Son, Siler City.

Desmond Maurice Patterson
Jr., 16, passed away Saturday,
October 30, 2021, at UNC Hospital, Chapel Hill.
The funeral service was
held at 11 a.m. Thursday,
November 11, 2021 at Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church,
with burial following in the
church cemetery.

MARY LEE (THOMAS)
SMITH
Mary Lee Thomas Smith,
66, of Sanford, passed away on
Wednesday, November 10, 2021,
at Central Carolina Hospital.
The family received friends
Saturday, November 13, from 4
to 7 p.m.
Services are entrusted to
Knotts Funeral Home.

VICTOR PASCUAL
GASPAR
Victor Pascual Gaspar, 26,
of Sanford, passed away on
Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at
his residence.
Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home.

WILLIS LAWRENCE DAVIS
William Lawrence Davis,
102, of Sanford, passed away
Saturday, November 13, 2021,
in Welcome, Maryland, at his
grand-daughter’s residence.
Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home.

JOANNA MCAULEY
Joanna McAuley, 71, of Sanford, passed away on Monday,
November 15, 2021, at UNC
Hospitals in Chapel Hill.
Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home.

GERALD ‘JERRY’ STITT
Gerald “Jerry” Stitt, 88,
of Broadway, died Sunday,
November 7, 2021, at Womack
Army Medical Center at Fort
Bragg.
Funeral services were
conducted at 2 p.m. Saturday,
November 13, 2021, at the
Smith Funeral Home Chapel
in Broadway with Rev. Garland
Smith officiating. Burial with
military honors will be held on
Tuesday, November 16, 2021,
at 3 p.m. at Peninsula Memorial Park in Newport News,
Virginia.
He was born on May 3,
1933, son of the late Earnest
and Rosalie Burns Stitt. He
was preceded in death by his
parents, a daughter, Debra
Wilson and sister Pam Atkins.
Jerry was retired from the
United States Air Force. He
also was a regional operations
manager with McDonald’s
Corporation as well H&K
Dallas.
Surviving is his wife, Penny
Cochran Stitt, of the home;
daughters, Shaness Farrell of
Princeton, N.J., Andree Robinson of Whitter, N.C., and
Jeri Johnson of Dallas, Texas;
son, Randall Stitt of Atlanta,
Georgia; sisters, Andrea Amerson of Woodstock, Georgia,
Debbie Bryant of Gaylesville,
Alabama; brother, Jack Stitt
of Arkansas; nine grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, the
family request memorials be
made to Smith Funeral Home,
P.O. Box 370, Broadway, N.C.
27505 to assist with funeral
expenses.
Online condolences can be
made at www.smithfuneralhomebroadway.com.

HONORS
JORDAN-MATTHEWS
HOLIDAY CARDS
CONTEST WINNER
Vielka Gonzalez, a
senior at Jordan-Matthews High School, was
named winner of the
school’s third-annual
holiday card art contest.
Her painting, “Arctic,” will appear on
holiday cards sold
by JMArts, the Jordan-Matthews Arts
Foundation, to raise
money for JM artists.
Gonzalez received an
award certificate and
$100 for the rights to
reproduce her work.
Holiday cards feature the painting on
the front with a blank
area inside for personal

messages. The back lists
the name of the artist
and her work, along
with a very short artist
statement about the
painting.
Preorders for JMArts
holiday cards are being
accepted online at
JMArtsHolidayCards.
com. Cards are being
sold online in packets of 15 cards and 17
envelopes for $15, a
price that also includes
domestic shipping. The
domain forwards to a
Google form, where you
can place your order
and pay online with a
credit card or through
the mail by cash or
check.
Cards also will be on
sale soon after that for
$12 per packet, cash

or check only, at Jordan-Matthews High
School. Other retail locations will be announced
soon on JMArts social
media.

UNIVERSITY
OF NORTH CAROLINA
Patrick Smith, a

senior with Statistics & Analytics and
Mathematics majors
has been inducted
into this year’s new
membership of the
Phi Beta Kappa at the
University of North
Carolina.
Patrick is from Pittsboro.
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A fireworks finale for
Chatham 250
Chatham County’s 250th anniversary celebrations concluded
with a grand finale fireworks display in downtown Siler City
Saturday
Submitted photo

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Crystal Waddle records fireworks on her cellphone Saturday night near
downtown Siler City. The fireworks display was the last in a series of events
recognizing 250 years since the founding of Chatham County.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

A volunteer stands by a viewing area in Siler City on Saturday evening
waiting to welcome spectators to a fireworks display. The event was the
finale of Chatham County’s 250th anniversary celebration.

Siler City decides on redistricting map
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff
SILER CITY — Siler
City commissioners met
on Monday evening to
discuss a wide range of
issues, including choosing
a redistricted map for
March municipal elections
and the appointment of
the first members of its

Immigrant Advisory Committee after approving the
committee in June.

Redistricting

Commissioners held a
public hearing regarding
census redistricting on
Monday before choosing
a final map — opting to
move forward with the
Option A map, which was

presented to the commissioners at the last regular
meeting on Nov. 1.
Commissioner Chip
Price said he liked Option
A the most because it resembles the current map
the most.
“The only difference I
can see between the two
is B is trying to project
some population growth,

Fall Bazaar

which is just a guess,
while A is just based on
facts,” he said.
Commissioner Bill
Haiges said he liked Option A because it makes
the districts easier to
distinguish.
“Looking at both, I figured especially the boundaries between district four
and five I thought looked
a bit cleaner in Option A,
so that was the one I was
going to recommend,” he

said.
No one from the public
came to comment on the
issue of redistricting.
Commissioners will
approve the new map at
their Dec. 6 meeting in
two weeks.
Siler City’s election,
which was delayed due
to the census data, will
be held on the same day
as the March 8 mid-term
primary and the filing period will take place from

First United Methodist Church

November 20, at 10:00 am
From our kitchen to yours!!! Chicken Pies and other main
dish and side casseroles, and Vegetable Beef Soup. Cakes,
Pies and Persimmon Pudding will also be available and
much more. Ham Biscuits and coffee
will be sold beginning at 9am in the small
dining room.

JJOIN
OIN
NU
US
S FO
FOR
OR A D
DRIVE-THRU
RIV
VE THRU
LUMINARY SERVICE AT
ST. JULIA CATHOLIC CHURCH
210 HAROLD ROAD, SILER CITY
SATURDAY, DEC. 4TH, 2021
6 P.M. TO 7 P.M.
Admission is Free. Hundreds of Luminaries!
Luminaries are $10. each and can be purchased in honor or in
memory of a loved one, friend, or family member. To purchase call
919-663-0177. Ask for Patricia. 100% of the sales go to support
Chatham Cares Community Pharmacy.
Learn more at ChathamCares.com

Member of
NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION
of FREE & CHARITABLE CLINICS
Medications and Patient Assistance Programs
for Uninsured and Underinsured residents
of Chatham County

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

Meet

Sara Donaldson
• Born and raised in Chatham County
• 32 years as a State Farm Agent in
Pittsboro and MDRT member
• Loves being with her family,
spending time at the beach, and
traveling
• Proud Mimi!
• An avid quilter
• Charter member of PBO Rotary

Jan. 3 through Jan. 7.

Immigrant Advisory
Committee
Siler City commissioners appointed seven
members to their new
Immigrant Advisory
Committee, culminating years of work into a
final product. The town
received 11 applications
from people interested in
the committee, and Town
Manager Roy Lynch
recommended appointing
the seven applicants from
within Siler City limits.
The four people rejected
had addresses outside of
Siler City, one of which
was Ilana Dubester, the
executive director and
founder of the Hispanic
Liaison in Siler City.
“Looking at this from
a community-based perspective, there are seven
that do fit the criteria
and meet the scope of the
guidelines of what the
resolution established for
these members,” Lynch
said. “Those are the seven that have a Siler City
address and live within
the community.” (See
front-page story in this
week’s edition.)
Reporter Taylor Heeden
can be reached at theeden@chathamnr.com.

Students, get your applications in for the
2022 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour!
Each year, Central Electric sponsors
two rising high school juniors or
seniors on the trip of a lifetime to
Washington, D.C in connection with
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour.
While in D.C., you’ll join 1,800 other
students from across the country to
meet members of Congress and learn
more about American history and
electric cooperatives.
The 2022 trip is June 18-24 and the
deadline for all applications is Jan. 24.
Visit CEMCPower.com to apply or to find out more information on
this incredible opportunity. Central Electric is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

.

CEMCPower.com

919-774-4900
800-446-7752

—

—

128 Wilson Rd
SANFORD, NC
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County commissioners work toward CIP
approval, discuss affordable housing
BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff
PITTSBORO — Chatham
County Commissioners spent
Tuesday at a work session
concerning the recommended
2023-29 Capital Improvements
Plan (CIP), which is set to be
adopted at the board’s Dec. 20
meeting.
Assistant County Manager
Bryan Thompson gave the
first presentation to the board
regarding the updated CIP earlier this month. The seven-year
plan is updated every year to
plan for any projects the county anticipates will cost more
than $100,000.
A public hearing was scheduled for the CIP at the board’s
regular meeting Monday night,
but no one signed up to speak
at it.
“The CIP is not a budget,
it is a plan. I emphasize that
because even as a staff when
we work on the CIP, we have
to remind ourselves of that,”
Thompson told the board at
its Nov. 1 meeting. “However,
the CIP does inform what the
upcoming operating budget
will look like, so the decisions made through the CIP
process will have an impact
on the operating budget
itself.”
Of the current CIP projects, the proposal includes
the following updates:
increasing the budget for the
Chatham County Schools
new Central Services build-

ing by nearly $1.5 million and
$2 million for the Emergency
Operations Center relocation, along with anticipated
savings of $1.2 million for the
finishing out of cell blocks at
Chatham County’s Detention
Center.
The following new projects
are recommended in the proposed CIP:
• Paving repairs on school
campuses, to be completed
based on priority beginning in
2023 and to continue beyond
the 7-year CIP schedule. Cost:
$5 million
• Development of Parker’s
Ridge Park in southeastern
Chatham using Coal Ash
funds, Article 46 revenues and
American Rescue Plan Act
funds. Cost: $6 million
• Solar panels at Chatham
County Agriculture and Conference Center and installation
of a 175-kilowatt system that
maximizes the amount of solar
allowed by Duke Energy. Cost:
$375,000
“We start this process on a
staff level earlier than this,
but bring it before the board
and the public in November,”
Thompson said, “so we can
have a couple of meetings,
workshop with the driven
goal of having an adopted
CIP by the end of December
as we move into the operating budget (in early January).”
At the time of publication
Tuesday, it wasn’t clear if commissioners made any changes

to the plan at their meeting.
The News + Record will provide updates about the plan in
future editions.

Other meeting business

• Commissioners approved
the appointments of all 13
applicants to the Northeast
Wastewater Study Commission. The county previously
said it would appoint 10-12
members, but decided to
approve all 13 people who
applied.
• Commissioners approved
county ordinance amendments
to comply with Senate Bill 300,
a criminal justice reform law
approved by Gov. Roy Cooper
and state lawmakers in September.
That bill promotes the
recruitment of officers with
diverse backgrounds, requires
early intervention mechanisms
in the case of police excessive
force or misconduct and furthers independent investigations of police shootings. It also
limits local laws criminalizing
poverty and requires a first
appearance in court within
72 hours of someone being
arrested.
The Chatham document
amended chapters 90, 91 and
130 of Chatham ordinances,
clarifying penalties and which
ordination violations are punishable by a misdemeanor.
The amended chapter 90
of the code, on penalties,
removed a link saying that
“a misdemeanor punishable

by a fine not to exceed $50 or
imprisonment for 30 days or
both in the discretion of the
court.”
The ordinance will become
effective Dec. 1.
• The board ultimately took
no action on a legislative
request by Congruus LLC
for a map amendment to the
Chatham County Compact
Community boundary map,
to expand the CCO map to
include an additional 184.04
acres off Parker Herndon
and Morris roads in Baldwin
Township.
Commissioner Jim Crawford made a motion to
approve the request and
Chairperson Mike Dasher
seconded; all board members
dissented. A few minutes
later, Commissioner Karen Howard made a motion
to deny the request and
Commissioner Diana Hales
seconded; Commissioner
Franklin Gomez Flores
requested more information
before approving or denying.
Since the motion to deny the
request also failed, the item
will come back to the board
at its meeting next month.
County staff recommended
approving the request and the
planning board recommended
denial. Nearly the entirety of
the meeting’s 30-minute public
input session consisted of
Briar Chapel residents who opposed the request and desired
better plans for wastewater
treatment before the develop-

ment was approved.
• The board unanimously
approved a legislative request
by the Vickers Bennett Group
LLC for a Conditional District
Rezoning from R-1 Residential
to CD-CCO Compact Community.
It also approved an affordable housing agreement
with Vickers Bennett Group,
LLC. Vickers Bennett Group
will pay $47,000 per lot Payment-in-Support for the 20th
lot out of every 20 entitled lots
sold to a third-party residential developer or builder.
Funds will be used by the
county to provide affordable
housing within Vickers Village.
So long as Vickers sells
180 total residential entitled
units total, the group will
pay enough to the county so
that a total of 10 payments for
affordable housing are made,
totaling $470,000. Once all
Vickers Village lots are sold,
if the final tally of entitled
residential lots is less than
180 lots, Vickers will only be
required to contribute Payments in Support for 5% of
that number.
The board also approved the
First Plat review for Vickers
Village, from the Vickers Bennett Group, consisting of 184
lots located off US 15-501 N.
Reporter Hannah McClellan
can be reached at hannah@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at
@HannerMcClellan.

NEWS BRIEF
Chatham Literacy seeks
candidates for board
Chatham Literacy, one of the
highly respected non-profit organizations in Chatham County,
helps adults living or working here
acquire the literacy and educational

skills needed to function successfully in society.
The organization is welcoming a few
qualified individuals to be members
of its board of directors who want to
give back to the community through
service.
If you have experience in resource

development, a background in adult
literacy, board governance and/or business partnerships, you’d be welcome to
apply. Chatham Literacy seeks diverse
applicants from all geographic areas of
our Chatham County.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in learning more about how you

can make a difference in the lives of so
many county residents and workers,
along with gaining a stronger personal
sense of pride in giving back to our
community, please contact Vicki Newell at 919-742-0578 or vicki@chathamliteracy.org.
— CN+R staff reports

$2 0 HOLDS
$20
ANY
HOLDS ANY
LAYAWAY!
LAYAWAY!

UNADVERTISED
UNADVERTISED
SPECIALS
SPECIALS
STOREWIDE!
STOREWIDE!

143 S. Steele St. • Historic Downtown Sanford

919-774-7007
919-774-7007

143S SteeleS t
HistoricD owntownS anford

Since1991

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY

40%-60% OFF!

1/2ct. Baguette and Round
Heart shaped pendant

SALE $589.99

Multi-color (fall colors)
freshwater pearl necklace

SALE $46.88

matching bracelet $37.99

Diamond and Pearl
Tear Drop Pendant

SALE $379.98

1.15 carat Diamond
Free Form Ring

SALE $1,388.00

20.00
HOLDS ANY

$
Beautiful Diamond Swirl Bar
Sterling Silver Necklace

SALE $199.95

November Birthstone
2 ct. round Citrine surrounded
by diamonds white gold ring

SALE $389.95

GIFTS
GIFTSFROM
$29.99
FROM
$29.95
Lora

Turquoise Oval Pendant
surrounded by Black Spinels
set in Sterling Silver

SALE $158.00

Accredited Jewelry
Professional by th e
Gemolog ical Institute of
AccreditedAmerica.
Jewelry
Past Professional
President
of
N.C.
Jewelers
by the Gemological Institute of
Association, Graduate
America. Past
President of N.C.
Diamond Diploma
Jewelers Association,
from GIA. CertifiedGraduate
by
TraceyTracey
Dinkens
Schoolcraft
Dinkens
Diamond
Diploma
from
GIA.
Jewelers
of
America.
Wright
Sales
Sales Associate
Associate

Certified by Jewelers of America.

CHRISTMAS
LAYAWAY
Like Us On
Facebook

Ways to
Shop...
Adrian Smith
Master Jeweler
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PEACEFUL PATHWAYS FOR CAREGIVERS

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The Chatham Council on Aging’s Susan Hardy
spoke with passion and compassion at the
dedication ceremony for the ‘Peaceful Pathways
for Caregivers’ area at Northeast District Park.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Teepa Snow was the featured speaker at
Wednesday’s dedication.

Dennis Streets, the director of Chatham Council
on Aging, also spoke at the ‘Peaceful Pathways’
dedication.

COA’s respite for caregivers and
loved ones dedicated
BY JIMMY LEWIS
Chatham County Council
on Aging
CHAPEL HILL — Being a caregiver, particularly for a loved one with
dementia, can amount to
a job lasting 24 hours a
day. Breaks are fleeting,
and the ability to enjoy
personal time is few and
far between.
The demands can seem
never-ending. In this
case, who is providing
care to the caregivers?
That’s where Peaceful
Pathways for Caregivers
contributes to a solution.
A joint venture of the
Chatham County Council on Aging, Chatham
County Parks and Recreation and the Chatham
County Center of N.C.
Cooperative Extension,
the Peaceful Pathways
area at Northeast District Park was formally
dedicated last Wednesday
under an existing shelter.
In addition to a picnic
table, the area includes
three rocking chairs
and a rocking swing.
Six separate flower beds
were planted, each representing a color on Teepa
Snow’s GEMS model.
Snow, the owner of Positive Approach to Care
and a dementia education
specialist with over 40
years’ experience, served
as the event’s featured
speaker. She has spent a
large portion of her career expanding the scope
of dementia care beyond

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The Chatham Council on Aging’s ‘Peaceful Pathways for Caregivers’ area was dedicated last Wednesday at Northeast District
Park. The project was a joint venture of the COA, Chatham County Parks and Recreation and the Chatham County Center of
N.C. Cooperative Extension.
the cookie cutter “mild,
moderate and advanced”
stages.
The idea for the project
started with Susan Hardy, the Council’s Human
Services Team Leader
& Caregiver Specialist.
Attendees were encouraged to take river rocks
and paint the name of
a caregiver or loved
one, placing it along the
dry riverbed that runs
through the GEMS gardens.
“My idea for the park
was all about giving a
caregiver a place to go
and feel good, and not

look at negative statistics
about how many people
have died with dementia, or how many people
developed dementia over
their lifetime,” Hardy
said. “I didn’t want anything that was depressing. I only wanted things
that would be uplifting.”
That’s the cornerstone of Snow’s GEMS
model, which serves
to account for both the
“good” and “bad” days
a dementia patient may
experience. Even in the
throes of later-stage
dementia — or in Snow’s
model, the “Ruby” or

“Pearl” gardens — there
can be moments where
the patient returns to
“Sapphire” or “Diamond”
status. Sapphire represents a normal, aging
brain, while Diamond
is a clear mind that has
encountered rigidity. Declining levels of cognition
are marked by Emerald,
Amber, Ruby and Pearl,
respectively.
“One day, the mind
might be a Sapphire with
no problem,” Hardy said.
“It’s like they’re back to
their normal selves one
day.”
The initial idea for
Peaceful Pathways came
about roughly a year ago
when Hardy shared an
article with COA Exec-

utive Director Dennis
Streets about a park in
upstate New York that
provided space for caregivers and their loved
ones.
The COA pressed forward during the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic
to explore the feasibility
of bringing a respite area
to Chatham County. Hardy consulted with family
caregivers, and nearly
all expressed interest in
an outdoor area tailored
to them and their loved
ones.
“Given the existing
paths that mark this
park, we all loved the
serenity of this area,”
Streets shared. “Nestled
among pine trees, over-

looking the pond, with
a shelter already built
years before through
the support of Carolina
Meadows — this was a
perfect spot for our first
Peaceful Pathways area.”
Preliminary plans are
under way for additional
Peaceful Pathways locations in other geographic
areas of Chatham County. Those ideas recently
received a boost via a
grant from the NextFifty Initiative, a Colorado-based foundation that
supports efforts to improve lives of older adults
and their caregivers.
“Even in my caregiver
support group, I had one
caregiver talking about
how she was dreading
taking her husband to
the beach because she
thought it would be
really difficult for her,”
Hardy recalled. “She said
once he got there on the
beach, surrounded by
nature, she said he was
wonderful. It was like
that the whole time we
were outside, they can
remember that from their
childhood.”
For more information
about the work of the
Council on Aging, visit
www.chathamcoa.org.
For information about
Teepa Snow, visit teepasnow.com/.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks
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Caregivers and family members wrote names and messages on rocks to be
placed in the gardens.

Lewis is the Director of
The ‘GEMS’ garden at the the Chatham Council on Grants and CommuniAging’s ‘Peaceful Pathways for Caregivers’ area
cations at the Chatham
included these beautiful flowers.
County Council on Aging.

THE ULTIMATE LOCAL ART EXPERIENCE

2021 ‘Studio Tour’ set for first 2 weekends of December
From the Chatham Artists Guild
The 29th Annual Chatham Artists
Guild Studio Tour will welcome visitors
into member artists’ studios on Dec. 4,
5, 11 and 12.
Held only once a year, the 2021 Tour
promises to be one of the largest in
memory with a total of 54 participating
artists. Members of the Guild will offer
original works of art, including paintings, sculpture, pottery, photography,
glass, wood, jewelry, and digital and
fabric art.

“We’re fortunate to have distinguished charter Guild members, along
with many new artists, participating
this year,” said Guild President Gina
Harrison. “The Tour has become a holiday tradition, and an opportunity to see
and purchase unique original art. We
are excited to welcome art lovers and
patrons from across the state as well as
down the street.”
With roots that date back to 1992, the
Chatham Studio Tour was the first of
its kind in North Carolina and became
a model for other arts groups. By open-

ing their studios to the public, member
artists discovered a means for building a community among artists and
connecting artists to their community.
Today, the work of the Guild and Studio
Tour continues to grow and to contribute to Chatham County’s reputation as
an arts destination.
The Tour is self-guided, allowing for a
relaxing drive through Chatham County’s rolling hills and pastoral farmlands to visit open studios that dot the
countryside. Visitors can use the map
provided in the Tour brochure, which

can be found in the Nov/Dec issue of
Chatham Magazine, in local shops or
online at http://www.chathamstudiotour.org.
The Chatham Artists Guild (CAG) is
an organization of artists whose purpose is to maintain artistic excellence
among our members. Their mission is
to raise awareness and appreciation for
the visual arts, including the cultural
and economic contribution it makes to
the community, and connect member
artists with art patrons. Visit www.chathamartistsguild.org to learn more.
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Photos courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Former Chatham County Schools Superintendent
Dr. Derrick Jordan (left) spoke during
Wednesday’s ceremony, along with current
Superintendent Dr. Anthony Jackson.

Photos courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Seaforth High School’s ribbon-cutting

Seaforth High School held a ribbon-cutting ceremony last Wednesday to celebrate the opening of the
new school, the first high school the district has built since 1972.

Photos courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Chatham County Commissioner Diana Hales and
Chatham County Board of Education member
Jane Allen Wilson attended Wednesday’s event
at Seaforth High School.

Photos courtesy of Chatham County Schools
Photos courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Students participated in the ceremony, with the band and cheerleaders
performing the Seaforth fight song and student leaders offering tours of
the school.

On hand at the ceremony were several elected officials, including state Sen.
Valerie Foushee, Chatham County Sheriff Mike Roberson, members of the
county commissioners and school board, former Superintendent Dr. Derrick
Jordan and current Superintendent Dr. Anthony Jackson.

NURSES ARE EXHAUSTED

‘We’ve been in this war for almost two years now’
BY HEIDI PEREZMORENO
UNC Media Hub

RALEIGH — In short breaks
throughout her work shift,
Donna Cranford will find
time to sort through stacks of
patient files towering over her
nursing station cubicle.
The stacks grow as the day
goes on at the Preston Medical Associates’ busy nursing
station. She makes mental
notes of the million and one
tasks she needs to do. The light
on the office phone won’t stop
blinking red with unanswered
voicemails and calls.
It is difficult to attend to menial paperwork when you have
dozens of patients to see.
“There’s always something
that can happen in the clinic
that’s going to deviate you from
that,” Cranford said.
On most days, Cranford will
power through the day’s work
so that she can get home to her
husband and son. But some
days are harder than others.
Waking up and realizing she
has to go to work will trigger
anxiety and nerves. Putting on
her scrubs takes more mental
stamina. Sometimes the bags
under her eyes haven’t yet
deflated from the day before.
“Truthfully, there are many
days that are hard,” Cranford
said. “But I love what I do. It’s
important to me to be here
for the patients and for my
teammates because, when one
of us is down, it only causes
additional stress for those of us
working at the department.”
On a typical day, Preston
Medical Associates will see as
many as 125 patients, leaving
the load to be split among the
three licensed practitioners at
the clinic.
Cranford sits at one of the
station’s four desks — directly
across from the only other
nurse working the Friday
shift. A third nurse originally
scheduled to work has taken a
personal day. Since the pandemic began, two open nursing
practitioner positions have
remained unfilled.
“It doesn’t necessarily impact the amount of patients we
are seeing, but it does put a lot

of extra responsibility in and
work on the two nurses that
are remaining,” said Schquithia Peacock, who co-owns
Preston Medical Associates.
“They’re often there after the 5
o’clock hour, which is when we
typically stop.”
Preston Medical Associates isn’t alone in facing this
shortage. Across North Carolina, nurses at major hospital
systems, private practices and
clinics are struggling to hire
nurses. In Wake County alone,
there are roughly 800 vacancies for nursing positions at
WakeMed Hospitals, hospital
spokesperson Debra Z. Laughery said.
A September survey by
the North Carolina Nurses
Association found that, among
more than 450 respondents, the
majority reported feeling additional stress and burnout due
to the pandemic and nursing
shortage. Around 58 percent of
respondents reported experiencing shortages in their
workplace.
“Has it had an impact?
Absolutely — it limits our
ability to be able to take care of
patients,” said Dennis Taylor, who formerly served as
president of the N.C. Nurses
Association.

vaccine, which began in December, provided a glimmer of
hope. By spring, COVID-19 case
counts were decreasing. But,
months later, hospitalization
and ICU capacity rates were
rising again following a surge
of Delta variant cases. Nurses
faced a second COVID-19 wave,
having barely recovered from
the first.
“People are tired,” said Meka
Douthit, director of nursing
at Cone Health in Greensboro
and current president of the
state Nurses Association.
“We’ve been in this war — it’s
like a war-zone — for almost
two years now.”
The UNC Health system
reported more than 1,000
registered nurses openings in
August. Nursing turnover had
increased from 17.8 percent
in 2019 to 19.5 percent in 2020,
according to a national survey
from Nursing Solutions Inc.
But staffing shortages among
nurses isn’t only linked to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It only
made the issue ever so clear.
One of the biggest contributors to the shortage is a decline
in nurse educators able to train
and recruit incoming nurses
to the field. Only 3 percent of
nurses in North Carolina are
also educators out of about
125,000 practitioners working
How did this shortage
across the state, according to
research from the N.C. Board
happen?
of Nursing.
At the start of the COVID-19
But it’s not that there’s a
pandemic, it felt as though
lack of interest in the field.
nurses were adapting to the
Getting into nursing school is
demand of working additional
increasingly competitive, and
hours and handling viral case- many schools turn prospective
loads among patients.
practitioners away. Salaries for
Taylor, who is a trauma ICU
nurse educators are also, on
nurse at Atrium Health Wake
average, lower than what they
Forest Baptist, said nurses
could be making at a hospital
were learning to adapt, includ- or private practice.
ing hopscotching to different
“Nursing is having a redepartments based on staffing
ally difficult time right now
needs.
recognizing nurse educators
“They were very good at
as a profession within itself,”
adapting to changing their
Taylor said.
roles and potentially working
But COVID-19 burnout is a
in areas that they might not
contributor as well. Douthit
necessarily have been educated said it’s become even more
in,” Taylor said. “Basically, just commonplace for nurses to
pitching in and doing whatever work overtime and get calls
needed to be done to take care
on their day off — either from
of the patients that needed to
their team or another departbe taken care of.”
ment — asking them to work
The distribution of the
a shift.

“I’ve seen nurses that have
been in the profession for a
long time, longer than my 25
years, saying that we’re OK
— but we’re not OK,” Douthit
said. “You almost see them at
the point of mental break.”
It’s hard to work when
COVID-19 has disrupted your
life. Since it began, Cranford
must go home and confront the
virus again after having it be a
running theme at the office.
At home, her 5-year-old
grandson asks: “Why do we
have to wear masks? Why can’t
I play with my friends outside?
Why can’t I sit next to my
friend at school?”
She tries to retain the normal aspects of her life. Eating
dinner with her family after
work. Or reading a bedtime
story to her grandson before
bed.
“Sometimes I’m so tired,”
Cranford said. “But those are
some of the things that I think
are important to keep his life
normal with the craziness out
here in the world.”
When an uncle died of
COVID-19, it became harder for
her to go into work.
Through all this, Cranford
puts on her scrubs and reports
for work. Sometimes, she takes
a breather in the office alone.
Other times, she has to let herself shed a few tears to process
the grief and stress.
“There are some days that I
get angry and I’m like ‘I don’t
want to do this anymore,’”
Cranford said. “There are
some days that are hard and
that are emotional and you just
naturally don’t want to do that.
But I’ve been a nurse for 30
years and I can’t imagine doing
anything else.”

Finding nursing staff
during COVID-19
Months before the pandemic
started, one nurse at Preston
Medical Associates quit.
Finding someone didn’t seem
like a hard task at first — like
fishing out of a pond. Maria
Salsone, office manager at the
clinic, searched through nurse
employment, social networks
and job postings hoping to find
someone to take her place.

“I’ve gotten three people
through agencies,” Salsone
said. “They all left.”
Then COVID-19 hit. Weeks
into it, another nurse left after
becoming pregnant. Once she
had the child, she came back,
but shortly left once more after
realizing she needed to take
care of the newborn.
Although the office was only
down two nurses, that’s nearly
half of the clinic’s staff. With
hundreds of patients typically
docked for a day’s work, two
extra sets of hands on deck
play a key role in ensuring the
office runs smoothly.
Finding people to occupy
those two spots was harder
than it looked. In the last
year, there have been roughly
50 applications. Many either
didn’t have the right training
or qualifications.
Others went through an
interview process and made it
to a training that lasted weeks,
but either weren’t able to handle the workload or didn’t have
enough training at a private
clinic.
It’s led to those around the
office lending a helping hand
wherever they can and taking
on tasks that aren’t necessarily
on their job descriptions. If
they’re a nurse short, Salsone
or someone else in the office
will sometimes walk a patient to
their room and take their vitals.
The office gets increasingly
more stressed when one nurse
goes on vacation and is even
more understaffed. Salsone
tries to recommend to the
nurses that they don’t take vacations at the same time unless
absolutely needed.
Under those circumstances,
nurses will take on additional
patients and have more paperwork to sort through.
“We want them to have
breaks, but it’s always a struggle trying to keep up,” Salsone
said.
The UNC Media Hub is a cohort
of students from various concentrations within UNC-Chapel
Hill’s Hussman School of Journalism and Media who collaborate to produce top-tier integrated media packages covering
stories across North Carolina.
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

12 ACRES OF LAND for sale
on Milliken Road near Chapel
Ridge in Pittsboro, N.C. Great
location! Only interested buyers need to call. Ask for Twyla
at 919-545-1265. N4,11,18,3tp

ASSISTANT LAKE WARDEN The Orange Water and Sewer
Authority (OWASA), a progressive water utility providing water, wastewater and reclaimed
water services to the Towns of
Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, is seeking a motivated individual to fill the position of Assistant Lake Warden.
This position assists with the
daily operational requirements
needed to maintain the water
supply, dam, equipment and
facilities for Cane Creek Reservoir and University Lake. -Responsible for enforcing lake
rules and renting recreational
equipment to lake patrons
(i.e., boats, motors, batteries,
canoes, gear, etc.). Position
performs light maintenance on
buildings, docks, and mowing
equipment. Responsible for
protecting the watershed from
trash disruption, documenting
lake levels and weather readings, maintaining grounds, and
performing custodial duties.
-- Candidates must have the
ability to work outdoors in all
kinds of weather. Weekend
work is required between
March and November which is
the recreational season. Physical requirements include exerting 10 – 20 pounds constantly, up to 50 pounds frequently
and walking/standing to a significant degree. -- Requires a
high school diploma or equivalent and a valid North Carolina
Driver’s License. -- OWASA
provides excellent benefits to
include: Membership in the
NC Local Government Employees Retirement System, Paid
premiums for Health, Dental,
Vision and Life insurances, Assistance for Dependent Health,
Dental and Vision premiums
-- Employer contribution in 457
plan; Employer contribution
in Retirement Health Savings
Account; Paid Holidays,
Vacation, Sick, Personal, Bereavement and Parental Leave;
Educational Reimbursement,
Bonus Pay for Additional Certifications and/or Education
and more! -- OWASA is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
committed to continuous improvement, sustainability, creativity, diversity, and inclusion.
OWASA does not discriminate
based on race, color, national
origin, disability, age, or sex in
administration of its programs
or activities, or employment
decisions. OWASA is a Certified Orange County Living
Wage Employer. Salary Range:
$35,246 - $54,279. --- Apply
online at www.owasa.org;
closing date is December 6,
2021, N18,1tc

LYNNE’S FLORIST AND OUTLET, 1328 East Raleigh St, Siler
City - will be open 6 days a
week until Christmas except
Thanksgiving weekend when
we are closing Thursday, Friday and Saturday. We are closing out lots of items at deep
discounts. Order Christmas
bows early! Lots of choices.
Call Lynne, 919-930-4719.
N11,18,2tc

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham
Land Experts - www.learnaboutland.com - 919-362-6999.
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Approximately 2,000 sq. ft. reception area, conference room,
six offices, kitchenette and
restrooms. Siler Business Park,
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

HOUSE RENTAL
3 BEDROOM, 1 BATH, in
Pittsboro area, Appliances
included, Large yard, $800/mo
+ Utilities. Pets and children
welcome. 919-542-1431, Call
after 5 p.m. N18,25,2tp

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Evergreen Construction introduces
its newest independent living
community for adults 55 years
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom applications now being accepted.
Office hours: Mon, Tues &
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919533-6319 for more information,
TDD #1-800-735-2962, Equal
housing opportunity, Handicapped accessible, A2,tfnc
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
now for one bedroom apartments, adults 55 years or older. Water included, appliances
furnished, on-site laundry,
elevator, keyless entry. Section 8 accepted. $486/mo., no
security deposit. Application
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap
accessible. Equal Housing Opportunity. A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
SILK HOPE VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT, INC. will be
accepting sealed bids for
a used generator, Briggs &
Stratton, Vanguard 993cc,
20KW LPG, 120/240V. All bids
must be mailed to: Silk Hope
Volunteer Fire Department,
8110 Silk Hope-Gum Springs
Road, Siler City, NC 27344 by
12-31-2021. Bid opening on
12-18-2021. $2,000 reserve. For
questions, call 919-742-5874.
N18,25,D2,9,16,23,6tc

YARD SALE
INDOOR YARD/ESTATE SALE Washer & Dryer, Upright freezer, lots of furniture, antiques,
and many miscellaneous
items. Saturday, November
20th, 8 a.m. until...805 N. Glenn
Avenue, Siler City. N18,1tp

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS at JHA. One Call...We sell
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal
Property, Estate Settlement,
Farms & Land, Business Liquidation. JHA has been conducting auctions in the state
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed
Real Estate and Auction Firm.
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919498-4077, My6,tfnc
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTIONEERS - Equipment, Business,
Liquidation, Estates, Land,
Houses, Antiques, Personal
property, Coins, Furniture,
Consignments, Benefits, etc.,
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684,
919-663-3556, rickyellingtonauctions@yahoo.com,
My6,tfnc

SERVICES
T.V. ANTENNAS + INSTALLATION - Come by or call Bruce
McDaniel at 102 North Third
Ave., Siler City to get an estimate on how many channels
are available at your location.
Various options available. 919227-6698 N18,25,2tp
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell:
919-548-4314, Sales, Services,
Supplies. Serving public for 35
years. Rada Cutlery also available. Au26,tfnc
AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194.
My13,tfnc
JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of
charge. Due to many months
of low steel prices and unstable steel markets, we cannot
pay for cars at this time. Cars,
trucks, and machinery will be
transported and environmentally correctly recycled at no
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc
LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree
removal, stump grinding, lot
clearing. Visa & Master Card
accepted. Timber. Free estimates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

FOOD SERVICES STAFF Pittsboro Christian Village
is accepting applications for
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook.
Apply in person 8:30 am to 4:00
pm Monday-Friday, at 1825
East St. in Pittsboro. O21,tfnc
HOMECARE SEEKING, Now
hiring for immediate positions
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certified Nurse Aides – Competitive
weekly pay, CNAs start at
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care
cases – Total LifeCare, Call
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more
info or to apply. A29,tfnc

LEGALS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Personal
Representative of the Estate
of DIMITRIOS I. VARELAS,
deceased of Chatham County,
North Carolina, on the 18th day
of October, 2021, the undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations having claims against
said estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned at the office
of the attorney for the estate
on or before the 30th day of
January, 2022, or this Notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This 28th day of October, 2021.
Georgina Varelas-Ruiz and
John Peter Varelas,
Co-Personal Representatives
c/o Catherine L. Wilson, Attorney for the Estate
McPherson, Rocamora, Nicholson, Wilson & Hinkle, PLLC
3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
Durham, NC 27707
O28,N4,N11,N18,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 615
All persons having claims
against FRANCES P. DOWD,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 28th day of January, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 21st day of October,
2021.
Phillip David Dowd, Administrator CTA
1107 Phillips Ave
Siler City, NC 27344
O28,N4,N11,N18,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 487
All persons having claims
against NELLIE COX TILLMAN,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 28th day of January, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 21st day of October,
2021.
RICHARD TILLMAN, Administrator
P.O. Box 34

Career
Opportunities
Available
www.chathamnc.org
VisitVisit
www.chathamcountync.gov
and
Jobs
andclick
clickon
Jobs.

HIRING CNA’s
2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for
appointment to complete application
and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village
1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

APARTMENTS

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA

Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the
rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962
Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

Gulf, NC 27256
O28,N4,N11,N18,4tp

Durham, North Carolina 27707
O28,N4,N11,N18,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 606
All persons having claims
against JAMES WINFRED
COOPER, deceased, late of
Chatham County, North Carolina, are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on or
before the 28th day of January,
2022, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 21st day of October,
2021.
Co-Executrix
1. Sherry Foust
6118 Monnett Road
Julian, NC 27283
2. Susan Kitterman
695 Old Castle Dr
Randleman, NC 27317
O28,N4,N11,N18,4tp

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 20 JT 60
IN RE: “D.C.”
DOB: 4/16/09
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PROCESS OF PUBLICATION
TO: Marcus Shaw/Biological
father/unknown father of
the above male child, born
in Asheboro, NC to Melissa
Callihan
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
a Petition has been filed to
terminate your parental rights
to the above-referenced minor
child. You have forty days
from 11/4/21, the first date
of publication of this Notice
to respond to said Petition by
filing a written answer to the
petition with the Chatham
Clerk of Court. Your parental
rights to the juvenile may and
will be terminated upon failure
to answer the petitions within
the time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed
previously in an abuse, neglect
or dependency proceeding
and still representing you
shall continue to represent
you. If you are indigent and
not already represented by
an attorney, you are entitled
to a court-appointed attorney
by contacting the Chatham
County Clerk of Court.
STEPHENSON & FLEMING,
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ANGENETTE STEPHENSON, Attorney for Petitioner
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr., Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
N4,N11,N18,3tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qualified on the 22nd day of October, 2021 as Executrix, of the
Estate of LEONARD CUTLER,
deceased, of Chatham County,
North Carolina does hereby
notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against said Estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned
on or before the 28th day of
January, 2022, or this Notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said Estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This 28th day of October, 2021.
Betsy A. Cutler, Executrix of
the
Estate of Leonard Cutler
PO Box 51579
Durham, NC 27717-1579
G. Rhodes Craver, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF

CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of
$5 for each classified
advertisement of 25 words
or less per week. For each
additional word, no matter
how many insertions, add
20¢ per word. Payable in
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be
given out by this office
to the identity of person
placing “keyed” or “blind”
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run
more than one week, we
are responsible for errors
appearing in the first
week only. If you find an
error in your ad, report it
immediately.
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 18 JT 62
IN RE: “A.R.”
DOB: 9/29/17
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PROCESS OF PUBLICATION
TO: Biological father/Father/
unknown father of the above
male child, born in Orange
County, NC to Shakita Robinson.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
a Petition has been filed to
terminate your parental rights
to the above-referenced minor
child. You have forty days
from 11/4/21, the first date
of publication of this Notice
to respond to said Petition by
filing a written answer to the
petition with the Chatham
Clerk of Court. Your parental

Join the

News + Record’s Team

HELP WANTED
Delivery Drivers
The Chatham News + Record
is seeking part-time drivers
to assist in the delivery of
newspapers on Wednesday
or Thursday mornings. Ability
to lift 25lbs, work in various
weather conditions and a
valid NC drivers license
is required.
Please email resume and
references to Jason Justice
at jjustice@chathamnr.com
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rights to the juvenile may/will
be terminated upon failure to
answer the petition within the
time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed
previously in an abuse, neglect
or dependency proceeding
and still representing you
shall continue to represent
you. If you are indigent and
not already represented by
an attorney, you are entitled
to a court-appointed attorney
by contacting the Chatham
County Clerk of Court.
STEPHENSON & FLEMING,
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ANGENETTE STEPHENSON, Attorney for Petitioner,
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr., Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
N4,N11,N18,3tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against AILEEN MCGUIRE,
deceased, of Chatham County,
N.C., are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on or
before February 4th, 2022, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment.
This 4th day of November,
2021.
Maureen Bonanno, Executor
Estate of Aileen McGuire
c/o Roberson Law Firm
1829 E. Franklin St., Ste. 800C
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
N4,N11,N18,N25,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Administrator CTA of the Estate of
LESTER ROGERS late of Chatham County, North Carolina,
this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate
of said deceased to present
them to the undersigned
on or before the 2nd day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.
This the 29th day of October,
2021.
Jeffrey N. Rogers, Administrator CTA of
The Estate of Lester Rogers
P.O. Box 415
Siler City, North Carolina
27344
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA
27312
(919) 542-5605
N4,N11,N18,N25,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS
OF FARREL F. POTTS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons, firms and corporations having claims against
FARREL F. POTTS, late of Chatham County, North Carolina,
are notified to exhibit them
to Gregory Herman-Giddens,
as Executor of the decedent’s
estate on or before February 4,
2022, c/o Gregory Herman-Giddens, Attorney at Law, 8889
Pelican Bay Boulevard, Suite
400, Naples, FL 34108, or be
barred from their recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment to the above named
Executor.
This the 4th day of November,
2021.
Gregory Herman-Giddens,
Executor
c/o Gregory Herman-Giddens,
Atty.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes &
Holt, P.A.
8889 Pelican Bay Boulevard,
Suite 400
Naples, FL 34018
N4,N11,N18,N25,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
15-E-358
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Bruce Lawrence, having qualified as Administrator CTA of the Estate
of RICHARD HUGH BROWNE,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, this is to notify all
persons having claims against
said estate to present them to
the undersigned on or before
27th day of January, 2022, or
this notice will be plead in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said estate will
please make immediate payment to the undersigned.
This the 4th day of November,
2021.
Bruce Lawrence
c/o Shanelle K. Edmonds,
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
N4,N11,N18,N25,4tc
CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 27th
day of October 2021, as Executrix of the Estate of HELEN
WARREN, deceased, late of
Chatham County, North Carolina, this is to notify all persons,
firms, and corporations having
claims against the decedent
to exhibit the same to the undersigned on or before the 2nd
day of February 2022, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to the estate should make
immediate payment.
This the 4th day of November
2021.
Denise Kustka, Executrix of the
Estate of Helen Warren
925 Strathorn Drive
Cary, NC 27519
Attorneys:
Law Offices of W. Woods
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330

N4,N11,N18,N25,4tc
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The undersigned, having
qualified on the 21st day of
October, 2021, as Limited
Personal Representative of
the Estate of AUGUSTA ANNA
MYLROIE, deceased, of Chatham County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on or before the 4th
day of February, 2022, or this
Notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate, please
make immediate payment to
the undersigned.
This 4th day of November, 20
21.
Linda M. Danieley,
Limited Personal Representative of the
Estate of Augusta Anna
Mylroie
Post Office Box 57579
Durham, North Carolina 27717
Julia G. Henry
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707
N4,N11,N18,N25,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 591
All persons having claims
against JACKSON GIBBS
HITCHCOCK, deceased, late
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 4th day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 2nd day of November,
2021
Amanda Suttle Hitchcock,
Executrix
100 Della St
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
N4,N11,N18,N25,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS OF
THE ESTATE OF JUDITH POE
CANCELLARO
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ANCILLARY EXECUTOR’S NO-

TICE
The undersigned, having
qualified as Ancillary Executor
of the Estate of JUDITH POE
CANCELLARO, deceased, late
of Washington County, Tennessee, this is to notify all persons
having claims against said
estate to present them to the
undersigned on or before FEBRUARY 12, 2022 or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This the 11th day of November,
2021.
Henry Anthony
Cancellaro
2222 Nantucket
Drive
Johnson City, TN
37604
Sonia L. Toney, Attorney for
Estate
Maddrey Etringer Smith Hollowell & Toney, LLP
P.O. Box 507
Eden, NC 27289-0507
Telephone 336-623-4491
N11,N18,N25,D2,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF BEVERLY A. HOLLIS
FILE No. 21E633
David B. Hollis, having
qualified as Executor for the
estate of BEVERLY A. HOLLIS,
Deceased, in the Office of
the Chatham County Clerk of
Court, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations having claims against
the said Decedent, to present
the same to the Executor on
or before February 14, 2022,
said date being at least three
months from the date of the
first publication or posting of
this Notice as indicated below,
or the same will be pleased
in bar of their recovery. All
persons indebted to the said
Estate, please make immediate payment.
This Notice is given pursuant
to the provisions of N.C. Gen.
Stat. 28A-14-1.
This 11th day of November,
2021.
All claims are to be sent to
David B. Hollis, Executor
c/o Eldreth Law Firm, PC
115 S. Saint Mary’s St. Ste. C
Raleigh, NC 27603
N11,N18,N25,D2,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company now for inexpensive
dental insurance. Get help paying for the
dental care you need.

Getting back to the dentist
couldn’t be easier!

Don’t let the stairs

CALL TODAY

limit your mobility.

1-844-496-8601

The AmeriGlide Rave 2 stair lift is
the ideal solution for anyone:

Dental50Plus.com/ncpress

Who struggles with using the stairs

Get your FREE Information Kit

That is worried about risking a fall
Who wants to access all of their home

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available
in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q);
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439
(GA: B439B).

Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!

1-888-618-0918

6208-0721

FROM

$

2,249 *

1,999 *

$

HISTORIC ROUTE 66

The Delightful Gift
4
4
4
4
4
4
1
8

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)

65658LBH separately $223.93*
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

Get 8 PureGround
Filet Mignon Burgers
TM

FREE

9999

$

ORDER NOW! 1.833.634.1814 ask for 65658LBH

14 days, departs April - October 2022
Chicago • St. Louis • Branson • Oklahoma City •
Amarillo • Albuquerque • Flagstaff • Las Vegas •
Los Angeles • Santa Monica — Miles of open road,
quirky attractions, and windswept desert vistas—if
you love the quintessential Americana of Route 66,
this is the tour for you. Get your kicks traveling the
length of the Mother Road.
TM

OmahaSteaks.com/thegift1040

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2.
8 free (5.3 oz.) Filet Mignon Burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes (65658). Free product(s)
may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Oﬀer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined
with other oﬀers. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 12/31/21. ©2021 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

promo code N7017

1-855-874-7693

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 12/31/21. Other terms & conditions may
apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Call to get an ADT Security System +
Get a $100 ADT Visa Reward Card FREE*
ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe – whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

$100 ADT Visa
Reward Card

FREE

*

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued
by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below.

$100 value

BONUS

†

ADT Visa Reward Card

Worried about managing your
bill payments?
Take the month off, on us.
SilverBills eliminates the stress and hassle of managing bills.
• Each client is paired with a dedicated, U.S.-based
account manager who advocates for your household.
• All household bills are guaranteed to be paid on time.*
• No computer needed to use our service.
Call today for a free month trial or custom quote:

Call today to speak with a home security expert

1-844-850-9218

*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay.
Requires minimum purchase price of $449. One (1) Visa Reward Card valued at $100 is redeemable seven (7) days after system is installed, wherein an email is sent to the customer’s email address
associated with their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the promo code on the website provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must occur
within 60 days of offer expiration date to receive card. Applicable to new and resale sale types only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash
access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices
and offers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos
are for illustrative purposes only.
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks.
Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. Licenses:
AL 233, 234, 458, 506, 1519, CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina;
2736-CSA, 2397-CSA, 2381-CSA; NJ Burg & Fire Business Lic. #34BF00048300, 200 East Park, Ste. 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; NY 12000305615; PA 090797; MS 1501951.
DF-CD-NP-Q421

866-530-1374

* as long as appropriate funds are available

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 28th day of
October, 2021, as Executrix of
the ESTATE OF ROBERT HAMMER, Deceased, of Chatham
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on or before the 11th
day of February, 2022 or this
Notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate will
please make immediate payment to the undersigned.
This, the 11th day of November, 2021.
Leslie Hammer-Palen, Executor
Estate of Robert Hammer
c/o Rupe S. Gill, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
N11,N18,N25,D2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 644
All persons having claims
against JOHN WILLIAM SOPKO
JR., deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 11th day of February, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 5th day of November,
2021
Mary Ann Sopko, Administrator
311 A Avenida Castilla
Laguna Woods, Ca. 92637
c/o Bagwell Holt Smith P.A.
111 Cloister Ct.,STE 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
N11,N18,N25,D2,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Statewide Classified
YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or
visit www.ncpress.com.
EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY
DEGREE
ONLINE!
Earn
your
Associates
Degree
ONLINE with CTI! Great
career advancement with
the right credentials! Learn
who’s hiring! Call 833-9900354. The Mission, Program
Information and Tuition is
located at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)
ATTENTION
OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit.
Call 866-579-0885
CWS – CDL Class A Owner
Operators and Small Fleets.
1 year experience driving 53’
dry van. Dedicated, round trips
paid weekly. Regular home
time. Call 800-832-7036 ext.
1626.
White-Glove Service from
America’s Top Movers. Fully
insured and bonded. Let us
take the stress out of your
out of state move. FREE
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782
Eliminate
gutter
cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced
debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.
15%
off
Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877649-1190

take the stress out of moving!
Speak
to
a
Relocation
Specialist, call 866-985-1738
DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
KIDS! Fast Free Pickup Running or Not - 24 Hour
Response - Maximum Tax
Donation - Help Find Missing
Kids! Call 888-908-0664
Credit Card Debt Relief!
Reduce payment by up to
50%! Get one LOW affordable
payment/month.
Reduce
interest. Stop calls. FREE
no-obligation consultation Call
888-841-0674
Don’t let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their
entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-888-618-0918
DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-855-8697055
Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major
secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian
Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-855-658-2057

GENERAC
Standby
Generators provide backup
power during utility power
outages, so your home
and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional
BATH
&
SHOWER terms and conditions. 1-844UPDATES in as little as 938-0700
ONE
DAY!
Affordable
prices - No payments for 18 AT&T TV - The Best of Live
months! Lifetime warranty & & On-Demand On All Your
professional installs. Senior & Favorite Screens. CHOICE
$84.99/mo
for
Military Discounts available. Package,
12months. Stream on 20
Call:833-987-0207
devices at once in your home.
UPDATE
YOUR
HOME HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
with Beautiful New Blinds CHOICE Package or higher.)
& Shades. FREE in-home Call for more details today!
estimates make it convenient (some restrictions apply) Call
to
shop
from
home. IVS 1-855-548-9839
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call Become a Published Author.
for free consultation: 844-250- We want to Read Your Book!
7899. Ask about our specials! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920
Donate your car, truck or Book manuscript submissions
van. Help veterans find jobs currently being reviewed.
Services:
or start a business. Call Comprehensive
Production,
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. Consultation,
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max Promotion and Distribution
tax-deduction. Operators are Call for Your Free Author`s
standing by! Call 1-866-955- Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/press
1516
Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 866-501-1596

STOP worrying! SilverBills
eliminates the stress and
hassle of bill payments. All
household bills guaranteed
to be paid on time, as long
as appropriate funds are
available.
Computer
not
necessary. Call for a FREE
trial or a custom quote today.
SilverBills 1-866-530-1374

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of
a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even
if you can’t reach a phone!
FREE Brochure. CALL 844902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims.
If you have suffered a serious
injury in an auto accident, call
us! Our attorneys have the
BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help experience to get you the full
stop Creditor Harassment, compensation you deserve!
Collection Calls, Repossession Call Now: 844-545-8296
and Legal Actions! Speak to a
Professional Attorney and Get DISH Network. $64.99 for
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
844-404-0601
available.) Switch & Get a
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
RUNNING OR NOT!! FAST FREE Voice Remote. FREE
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax HD DVR. FREE Streaming
deduction. Support United on ALL Devices. Call today!
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 1-877-920-7405
Your car donation could save a
Wesley
Financial
Group,
life. 888-641-9690
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Denied
Social
Security Experts.
Disability? Appeal! If you’re Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
50+, filed SSD and denied, our debt and fees cancelled in
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 2019. Get free informational
Nothing! Strong, recent work package and learn how to
history needed. 877-553-0252 get rid of your timeshare!
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC Free consultations. Over 450
Principal Office: 224 Adams positive reviews. Call 844-2136711
Ave Scranton PA 18503]
LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us
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NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 431
All persons having claims
against HENRY T. CARPENTER,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 11th day of February, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 8th day of November,
2021
Mark Braund Carpenter,
Executor
7409 Russell Rd
Indian Trail, N.C. 28079
N11,N18,N25,D2,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 575
All persons having claims
against BILLY GOODMAN
CLARK, SR., deceased, late
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 11th day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 8th day of November,
2021.
VICKIE CLARK WINSTEAD,
Executrix
101 Arvo Lane
Cary, NC. 27513
N11,N18,N25,D2,4tp
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 20 JT 45
IN RE: “J.G.”
DOB: 5/19/20
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PROCESS OF PUBLICATION
TO: Biological father/Father/
unknown father of the above
male child, born at WF Baptist
Health-High Point Center, High
Point, NC to Maranda Gilmer.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
a Petition has been filed to
terminate your parental rights
to the above-referenced minor
child. You have forty days
from 11/11/21, the first date
of publication of this Notice
to respond to said Petition by
filing a written answer to the
petition with the Chatham
Clerk of Court. Your parental
rights to the juvenile may and
will be terminated upon failure
to answer the petitions within
the time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed
previously in an abuse, neglect
or dependency proceeding
and still representing you
shall continue to represent
you. If you are indigent and
not already represented by
an attorney, you are entitled
to a court-appointed attorney
by contacting the Chatham
County Clerk of Court.
STEPHENSON & FLEMING,
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ANGENETTE STEPHENSON

Attorney for Petitioner,
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr. Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
N11,N18,N25,3tc
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 20 JT 43
IN RE: “L.W.”
DOB: 12/18/19
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PROCESS OF PUBLICATION
TO: Shannon Brown/Shawn
Clayton/Anthony Peoples/Biological father/Father/unknown
father of the above female
child, born at UNC Hospital/
Chapel Hill, NC to Ashley West.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
a Petition has been filed to
terminate your parental rights
to the above-referenced minor
children. You have forty days
from 11/11/21, the first date
of publication of this Notice
to respond to said Petition by
filing a written answer to the
petition with the Chatham
Clerk of Court. Your parental
rights to the juvenile may and
will be terminated upon failure
to answer the petitions within
the time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed
previously in an abuse, neglect
or dependency proceeding
and still representing you
shall continue to represent
you. If you are indigent and
not already represented by
an attorney, you are entitled
to a court-appointed attorney
by contacting the Chatham
County Clerk of Court.
STEPHENSON & FLEMING,
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ ANGENETTE STEPHENSON
Attorney for Petitioner,
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr. Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
N11,N18,N25,3tc
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT
TO NOTICE OF
INTENT TO REDEVELOP A
BROWNFIELDS PROPERTY
Site Name: Townsend & Acme-McCrary Site
Brownfields Project Number:
20060-16-019
Pursuant to NCGS § 130A310.34, Mountaire Farms Inc.,
as Prospective Developer, has
filed with the North Carolina
Department of Environmental
Quality (“DEQ”) a Notice of
Intent to Redevelop a Brownfields Property (“Property”)
in Siler City, Chatham County,
North Carolina. The Brownfields Property, which is the
former site of the Townsend
Inc. chicken processing plant,
Acme-McCrary warehouse,
Glendale Hosiery, and other
commercial uses, consists of
70.983 acres and was originally
comprised of five parcels in
Siler City with the following

addresses: 1100, 1101 and 1200
East Third Street; 1240 and
1314 East Eleventh Street. On
June 27, 2017, the Prospective Developer combined the
five parcels into two existing
parcel identification numbers:
Parcel ID 16852 and Parcel ID
61441. Parcel ID 16852 is the
result of combining the parcels
located at 1100 and 1200 East
Third Street, which are now
both addressed as 1200 East
Third Street. Parcel ID 61441
is the result of combining the
parcels located at 1101 East
Third Street and 1240 and 1314
East Eleventh Street, which are
now all addressed as 1101 East
Third Street. Mountaire Farms
Inc. requested that DEQ amend
the Notice and Brownfields
Agreement in order to incorporate an additional 34.033 acres
of property along East Raleigh
Street identified as the Smith
Property (Parcel ID 16864),
which brings the total surveyed acreage of the Brownfields Property to 70.983 acres.
Environmental contamination
exists on the Brownfields Property in groundwater, soil and
stream sediment. Mountaire
Farms Inc. has committed
itself to no uses other than industrial, warehousing, medical
and health-related services for
employees and their dependents, office, and associated
parking uses on the Brownfields Property. The Notice of
Intent to Redevelop a Brownfields Property includes: (1) a
proposed Amended Brownfields Agreement between
DEQ and Mountaire Farms Inc.,
which in turn includes (a) a
map showing the location of
the Property, (b) a description
of the contaminants involved
and their concentrations in
the media of the Property, (c)
the above-stated description
of the intended future use of
the Brownfields Property, and
(d) proposed investigation and
remediation; and (2) a proposed Amendment to Notice of
Brownfields Property prepared
in accordance with NCGS §
130A-310.35.
The full Notice of Intent to
Redevelop a Brownfields Property may be reviewed online
at the DEQ public record database, Laserfiche, by entering
the project number 2006016-019 into the search bar at
the following web address:
https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/
WasteManagement/Welcome.
aspx?dbid=0&repo=WasteManagement.
Written public comments may
be submitted to DEQ within
30 days after the latest of the
following dates: the date this
Notice is (1) published in a
newspaper of general circulation serving the area in which
the Brownfields Property is
located, (2) conspicuously
posted at the Brownfields
Property, and (3) mailed or
delivered to each owner of
property contiguous to the
Brownfields Property. Written
requests for a public meeting
may be submitted to DEQ
within 21 days after the period
for written public comments
begins. Those periods will

start no sooner than November 19, 2021, and will end on
the later of: a) 30 and 21 days,
respectively, after that; or b)
30 and 21 days, respectively,
after completion of the latest
of the three (3) above-referenced dates. All public
comments and public meeting
requests should be addressed
as follows:
Mr. Bruce Nicholson, Brownfields Program Manager
Division of Waste Management
NC Department of Environmental Quality
1646 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 276991646
N18,1tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21-E-559
All persons having claims
against MICHAEL WESLEY
CATES, deceased, late of
Chatham County, North Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 18th day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 18th day of November,
2021.
Wendy C. Burgess, Executrix
c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC
PO Box 31205
Raleigh, NC 27622
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 659
All persons having claims
against CAROLYN N. PITTMAN,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 18th day of February, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 18th day of November,
2021.
Gregory B. Pittman, Executor
2304 Cypress Bend Dr. S., Apt
B312
Pompano Beach, Fl 33069
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 646
All persons having claims
against NANCY OWEN FOLTZ,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 18th day of February, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 18th day of November,
2021.
Sidney Allen Foltz III, Executor
4258 Rives Chapel Church Road
Siler City, NC 27344
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
21-E-418
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Janet Doublier, having qualified as Executrix
of the Estate of EUGENE BOSHES, deceased, late of Chatham
County, this is to notify all
persons having claims against
said estate to present them to
the undersigned on or before
18th day of February, 2022, or
this notice will be plead in bar
of their recovery. All persons indebted to said estate will please
make immediate payment to
the undersigned.
This the 17th day of November,
2021.
Janet Doublier
c/o Shanelle K. Edmonds,
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
21-E-663
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Christina
Lynn Blankenship, having qualified as Administrator of the
Estate of CHARLES MICHAEL
BLANKENSHIP, deceased, late
of Chatham County, this is
to notify all persons having
claims against said estate to
present them to the undersigned on or before 18th day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be plead in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This the 17th day of November,
2021.
Christina Lynn Blankenship
c/o Shanelle K. Edmonds,
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tc
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 669
All persons having claims
against HARRIET DICKENS
GEORGE, deceased, late
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 18th day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 18th day of November,
2021.
Christopher Lynn George,
Co-Executor
2017 NC Hwy 42
Moncure, NC 27559
Angela George Harris, Co-Executor
67 Dickens Rd..... Moncure, NC
27559
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tp
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 670

All persons having claims
against RANDALL KELLY
OATES, deceased, late of
Chatham County, North Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 18th day of
February, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 18th day of November,
2021.
Carolyn A. Oates, Executrix
3705 Chatham St
PO Box 7
Bennett, NC 27208
N18,N25,D2,D9,4tp
PUBLIC NOTICE
CONVEYANCE OF COUNTY
OWNED PROPERTY
TO A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
RESOLUTION-Declaring Property Surplus and Conveying
Property
WHEREAS, the Chatham County Health Department has two
bicycle trailers to be declared
surplus as they are no longer
needed by the Department;
and
WHEREAS, NC General
Statutes 160A-279 authorizes
the Board to approve the conveyance of personal property
to a non-profit agency with
or without consideration;
and NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED by the Board of
Commissioners of the County
of Chatham:
Section 1: The Board declares
the above listed items to be
surplus property; and
Section 2: That the Board
approves the conveyance
of the identified property to
Saint Bartholomew’s Episcopal
Church for promoting healthy
exercise habits.
Adopted, this the 16th day of
November, 2021.
Mike Dasher, Chair
Chatham County Board of
Commissioners
ATTEST:
Lindsay K. Ray, NCCCC, Clerk
to the Board
Chatham County Board of
Commissioners
N18,1tc
SPECTRUM CHANNEL LINEUP
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT YOUR SPECTRUM
CHANNEL LINEUP
Communities Served: County
of Chatham and Town of Siler,
NC.
On January 1, 2022, NBC Sports
Network, channels 38, 317, 825
on Spectrum Select, Stream
News Sports & More, Spectrum
Lifestyle TV and Business
Entertainment, Premier, Sports
TV, Digital Basic, will cease
providing programming on your
Spectrum channel lineup. To
view additional sports programming, check your Spectrum TV
Guide for channel location and
programming details.
For a complete channel lineup,
visit Spectrum.com/Channels.
To view this notice online, visit
Spectrum.net/ProgrammingNotices.
N18,1tp

Duke Energy
awards Siler City’s
SCDO a $5K grant
CN+R Staff Report
SILER CITY — The
Siler City Development
Organization (SCDO)
has been awarded $5,000
from the Duke Energy
Hometown Revitalization
Grant Program to help
improve building façades
and interior rehabilitation in downtown Siler
City.
These funds, along
with contributions from
the town and community
businesses, will support

exterior and interior
building improvements
for downtown.
SCDO offers an investment matching program
to pay back portions of
façade upgrades and
building rehabilitation.
Façade and building
projects can be expensive, and this supports
and incentivizes businesses to continue to
invest and build up Siler
City’s economy. For
more information on the
façade and building re-

habilitation grants or to
apply to the SCDO grant
matching programs,
please contact Jack
Meadows, at jmeadows@
silercity.org or 919-7422323.
SCDO is a catalyst for
the growth and sustainability of Siler City’s
economy and quality of
life. In total, the program
has supported more than
$50,000 in improvements
in Siler City. SCDO is a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!
Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Submitted photo

From left, Richard Szary, Cindy Dameron, Jack Meadows, Duke Energy’s
Indira Everett, Curtis Brown, Cindy Poindexter, Cecil Wilson and Travis
Patterson pose after Siler City’s SCDO organization received a $5,000
grant from Duke Energy.

Dental Insurance
Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. It can help cover the services you’re most
likely to use –

Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

Preventive care starts right away
Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Call now to get this FREE

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham
l

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider.
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-7994433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120
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JORDAN-MATTHEWS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Jets, carrying ‘shock-the-world’ mentality, ready
themselves for season in 6-team jamboree
BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff
SILER CITY — In an effort to
change the program’s culture
and encourage interest in the
team, Jordan-Matthews hosted
its first women’s basketball
jamboree last Saturday alongside five other schools from
across the region.

The Jets, coming off of a 1-10
season during the pandemic-shortened 2020-21 campaign,
went 1-2 in an action-packed
day of basketball that included
a heartbreaking ending against
Western Alamance, a commanding win over Carrboro
and a lopsided loss to Orange.
The other teams participating in the jamboree were North

Stokes and Southwestern Randolph, neither of which faced
off against J-M.
While the final scores of the
scrimmages don’t really matter
— nor did the Jets’ 1-2 jamboree record — J-M Head Coach
Lamont Piggie seemed optimistic
about what he saw from his team
in the trio of exhibition matches.
“At the end of the day, ev-

erything exceeded the expectations that I had,” Piggie said
following the event. “There’s
still a lot of things that we need
to work on, both defensively
and offensively, but overall,
I think we’re in a good place
right now.”
In the jamboree’s first contest, the Jets took on the Warriors of Western Alamance,

where they opened with an
impressive showing, pulling
away from the Warriors toward
the end of the first half.
With less than a minute
to play in the first half, Jets
senior guard Eillia Wright —
the team’s leading scorer last
season, averaging 16.5 points
See JETS, page B5

Queen
City’s most
polarizing
superhero
returns
On March 18, 1995, a press
release was sent out via fax
to reporters
across the
country,
courtesy of
Falk Associates Management Enterprises Inc.
(FAME).
VICTOR
It carried
HENSLEY
a two-word
Sports Editor
message from
32-year-old NBA superstar Michael Jordan, who had been on
a brief hiatus from basketball
as he chased his (minor league)
baseball dreams:
“I’m back.”
Jordan went on to win three
more titles with the Chicago
Bulls in a much-celebrated
three-peat that began the first
full season after his return.
Since Jordan’s official retirement in 2003, the six-time NBA
champion has made a name
for himself as one of the kings
of the Queen City — and all of
North Carolina, his home state
— after becoming the principal
owner of the NBA’s Charlotte
Hornets.
But as of last week, his competition as North Carolina’s
biggest star is once again in
contention.
Last Thursday, the Carolina
Panthers announced they had
reached a one-year deal with
former MVP starting quarterback Cam Newton, worth up to
$10 million.
And just three days later,
Newton suited up for the
Panthers against the Arizona
Cardinals. He didn’t start —
P.J. Walker did, subbing for the
injured Sam Darnold — but in
his first offensive snap of the
season, Newton took the ball
on a QB keeper and ran to his
right, where he snuck past the
pylon for a two-yard TD that
gave the Panthers a 7-0 lead.
The FOX cameras and A.V.
crew then caught Newton’s
celebration, where he stared
down the red sea of Cardinals fans in the end zone and
screamed:
“I’m baaaaaaack!”
While it was much more animated and much flashier than
Jordan’s 1995 press release, it
was exactly what you’d expect
from the true king of Charlotte.
And now that he’s back —
probably only for a year or so
with Carolina likely looking
towards a younger QB in next
year’s draft — Panthers fans
should sit back and enjoy the
ride.
Newton, who played nearly
eight full seasons as the Panthers’ starting QB after they
took him with the first overall
pick out of Auburn in the 2011
NFL Draft, provided Panthers
fans with the best memories of
the team’s 26-year history.
I’m old enough to remember
the buzz surrounding Newton
when he was in the midst of
his prime.
See NEWTON, page B2

Staff photo by Laieke Abebe

The Jordan-Matthews men’s soccer team huddles together just before their fourth-round playoff game against the
Greene Central Rams in Snow Hill last Wednesday. The Jets went on to lose the game, 3-1, putting an end to its
previously unbeaten season with a 20-1-1 overall record.

GREENE CENTRAL 3, JORDAN-MATTHEWS 1

Jets unbeaten season ends in
state quarterfinal loss to Rams
BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff
SNOW HILL — Los Jets’
20th anniversary season —
and its magical moments,
impressive streaks and community-wide celebrations —
came to an end last week, just
shy of making history.
A recipe that included a
two-hour road trip on a short
week, paired with a hungry
Greene Central squad, came
together last Wednesday
night to serve the Jets their
first loss of the season,
knocking out Chatham County’s lone remaining playoff
team in the state quarterfinals.
The No. 6 Jets (20-1-1) fell
to the No. 2 Greene Central
Rams (24-1) in the Elite Eight
of the NCHSAA 2A men’s

soccer state playoffs, 3-1, with
the game having been pushed
up a day — with just one
day of rest after both teams’
third-round matchups — to
avoid possible rain forecast
for last Thursday.
The loss puts an end to
the Jets’ undefeated season,
with the team’s only previous blemish coming in a 1-1
tie with the Asheboro Blue
Comets in the second game of
the year.
In the 10th minute of
Wednesday’s contest, Jets
junior Zander Ocampo gave
his team a 1-0 lead on an
acrobatic goal off of a free
kick opportunity. But it’d be
the last score of the game for
a J-M team that struggled
offensively down the stretch.
“I think we started on fire
against them, we really put

them back on their heels,”
Paul Cuadros, the Jets’
longtime head coach, told the
News + Record. “We scored
the first goal and we had the
opportunity to get more, I
would say, but we didn’t convert on them.”
The Rams proceeded to
score three unanswered
goals — one off of a free kick,
one off of a penalty kick and
the third off of a corner kick
— over the next 70 minutes,
putting the Jets in a hole they
simply couldn’t fly out of.
And it all started with a
slight bit of controversy.
With just 21 seconds
remaining in the first half,
Rams junior midfielder Ariel
Nunez scored on a free kick
from about 20 yards out. The
shot flew high into the air
before curving sharply into

the right corner of the net as
a majority of players stood in
place on the field.
Yet, as the Greene Central
players, including Nunez,
ran toward their benches in
celebration, a gaggle of Jets
surrounded the official who’d
been in charge of awarding
the free kick.
Their complaint? They said
he never blew his whistle
to signify the ball was live
— hence why Nunez’s shot
caught the Jets entirely off
guard as they looked to still
be setting up their wall at the
top of the penalty area.
“They equalized on a
goal that was a tricky play,”
Cuadros said of the Rams’
first goal. “Our goalkeeper
was just setting up his wall
See LOSS, page B3

Ranking MLB’s top 2021-22 free agents
The 2021-22 Major League
Baseball free agent class is
loaded with star-studded
shortstops
and elite veteran pitchers. With the
collective
bargaining
agreement
set to expire
on Dec.
MAX BAKER
2, howevCN+R Intern
er, many
players are
expected to wait to sign after a
new deal is reached.
So here’s a guide to my Top
5 free agents and my prediction for likely destinations for
each.

Carlos Correa

Perhaps the greatest villain
in the Houston Astros sign

stealing scandal is now a free
agent. The 27-year-old shortstop is still one of the top players in the game at his position
and will make himself a lot of
money this offseason. Correa
led the Astros to an American
League Championship while
batting .279 with 26 home runs
and 92 RBI.
Many don’t expect the
Platinum Glove winner to
re-sign with the Astros. It’s
likely that Correa remains in
the American League with the
Tigers as a possibility because
former Astros manager A.J.
Hinch now works in Detroit.
Never count out the New York
Yankees for a major signing
as well, especially since they
need a shortstop.

Corey Seager

The biggest knack against

Seager is his durability. The
Dodgers shortstop played in
just 95 games in 2021, and 26
games in 2018. However, his
2020 postseason showed why
he’s one of the most talented
hitting shortstops in the game.
On the way to the World Series
two years ago, he smashed seven home runs and torched some
of the game’s top pitchers.
It’s likely that the Yankees
will land one of the top shortstops on the market, but if it’s
not Seager, he could remain
with the Dodgers. The Giants
and Phillies also make sense
for the shortstop entering his
prime.

Freddie Freeman

Freeman finally got his ring.
The 12-year Atlanta Braves
legend helped secure the
team’s first World Series win

since 1995. The 2020 NL MVP
showed no signs of slowing
down this year, batting .300
with 31 home runs and 83 RBI
in 159 games. His 120 runs
also led the league. It’s hard
to imagine the Silver Slugger
playing for any team outside
of Atlanta, but teams will
definitely show interest. He’ll
likely stay with the Braves.

Max Scherzer

Scherzer is one of the most
intriguing candidates this
offseason. As a 37-year-old
pitcher, it’s hard to imagine
him getting a long-term deal.
However, he might be an
anomaly.
He is still as dominant as ever
and posted a 2.46 earned run
average behind a 15-4 record
See AGENTS, page B3
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CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff
The winter sports season is finally
here! (Sort of.) Last week, basketball
kicked off in Siler City with Chatham
Charter being the first school to tip-off
its respective seasons, while Seaforth
and Woods Charter will follow this
week, along with wrestling getting
started this week. By next week, all
of Chatham will be participating in
both sports, culminating in the start
of the winter sports season just ahead
of Thanksgiving break. Here are this
week’s schedules and last week’s results.

THIS WEEK
Wednesday, November 17

Wrestling: Northwood men at Walter
M. Williams, 6 p.m.

Thursday, November 18

Basketball: Seaforth at Carrboro

(women at 4:30 p.m., men at 6:30 p.m.;
scrimmages)
Wrestling: Chatham Central men at
Trinity, 5 p.m.
Basketball: Chatham Charter vs.
Vandalia Christian School (women at 6
p.m., men at 7:30 p.m.)

defeated the (3) North Carolina School
of Science & Math Unicorns, 3-1, in overtime in the Sweet 16 of the NCHSAA 2A
state playoffs. Scoring for the Jets in the
victory were seniors Irvin Campos (2
goal) and Alexis Ibarra (1 goal).

Friday, November 19

Basketball: The Chatham Charter
women crushed the Vandalia Christian
Vikings, 59-29, on the road to open the
season.
Basketball: The Chatham Charter
men won a lopsided game against the
Vandalia Christian Vikings, 70-38, to
open the season.

Basketball: Chatham Charter vs.
Uwharrie Charter (women at 6 p.m.,
men at 7:30 p.m.)
Basketball: Woods Charter at Oxford
Prep (men at 6 p.m., women at 7:30 p.m.)

Saturday, November 20

Wrestling: Seaforth men at Franklinton
Duals at Franklinton High School, 9 a.m.
Wrestling: Chatham Central men at
Orange, 5 p.m.

LAST WEEK
Monday, November 8

Soccer: The (6) Jordan-Matthews men

Tuesday, November 9

overall record. See story in this edition.

Thursday, November 11

Basketball: The Chatham Charter
women dominated the Research Triangle Raptors, 61-10, to improve to 2-0 on
the season.
Basketball: The Chatham Charter
men defeated the Research Triangle
Raptors, 58-45, on the road to improve
to 2-0 on the season.

Friday, November 12

Basketball: The Chatham Charter
women defeated the N.C. School of
Science & Math Unicorns, 74-56, to
improve to 3-0 on the season.
Wednesday, November 10
Basketball: The Chatham Charter men
Soccer: The (6) Jordan-Matthews men won a lopsided game against the N.C.
fell to the (2) Greene Central Rams, 3-1, School of Science & Math Unicorns, 57on the road in the Elite Eight of the
32, to improve to 3-0 on the young season.
NCHSAA 2A state playoffs. Scoring the
lone goal for the Jets was junior Zander Reporter Victor Hensley can be reached
Ocampo. The Jets finish the season
at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on Twitwith just one loss, compiling a 20-1-1
ter at @Frezeal33.

CCCC volleyball coach Bill Carter to retire
From Central Carolina
Community College
SANFORD — Central
Carolina Community College Volleyball Coach Bill
Carter has announced his
retirement from coaching
after 13 years of leading
the CCCC volleyball
program.
“I have enjoyed the
success of our volleyball
student-athletes off the
court the most,” Carter
said. “Seeing evidence of
athletes graduating from
a program at CCCC, a
four-year university or
attaining a career path
that utilizes their potential is what has given me
the most gratification

over the past 13 years as
the head volleyball coach.
Also, watching our assistant coaches grow in
their ability
to guide,
motivate
and teach
the CCCC
Carter
student-athletes has been incredible. I have enjoyed the
journey on a day-to-day
basis, which has created
new relationships and
strengthened current
relationships.”
This year’s fall 2021
team finished the season
on a high note, winning
six consecutive matches

before falling to Sandhills
Community College in
the National Junior College Athletic Association
(NJCAA) Region 10 Tournament Championship.
The spring 2021 team
won six of its eight
matches and claimed
the NJCAA Division III
Region 10 regular season
and tournament championship.
“I am opening up space
in my life to be there for
the ones I love. Coaching
volleyball will always be
a passion for me, but it is
time to pass the torch to
the young guns,” Carter
said. “I have always given
it my all and will have no
regrets walking away. I

set out a long time ago to
raise the bar for volleyball in Lee County, North
Carolina — and I think
I did that, while leaving
the game in the great
hands of the young. I feel
great about the state of
the volleyball program at
Central Carolina Community College and look
forward to seeing where
it will go next.”
“We are very thankful
for all that Coach Carter has done during his
13 seasons at Central
Carolina,” said Jonathan
Hockaday, CCCC Athletic
Director. “He was able to
bring us our first region
championship in volleyball and lay the foun-

dation for a successful
volleyball program. He
will be missed greatly by
Central Carolina athletics, and we wish him all
the best.”
What message would
Carter like to convey to
the student-athletes that
he has coached at CCCC?
“I want all the student-athletes, past and
present, to knock down
barriers, refuse to set
limits on themselves
or others, reach for the
highest star and be proud
of whatever they accomplish on this journey we
call life,” Carter said. “I
want them to know that
I always will believe in
them and the passions

they pursue in life. I want
them to give all they have
to achieve their dreams.”
Carter notes: “It has
been a blessing to be a
college volleyball coach
at Central Carolina
Community College,
a place where dreams
are created, visions are
shaped and futures are
forged. The luckiest man
is the one who lives out
his passion with the ones
he loves and who love
him. Go Cougars!”
For more information
on Central Carolina Community College — which
is dedicated to providing
pathways to achievable
dreams — visit www.
cccc.edu.

NEWTON
Continued from page B1
Discussion about him
was in constant rotation
on national sports talk
shows.
Kids everywhere —
especially in our state
— were mimicking his
over-the-top touchdown
celebrations.
Everyone wanted a
piece of Cam. Whether
you couldn’t stand him
and wanted him to fail or
loved him and bought his
jersey in three different
styles, you were drawn
to him. It was impossible
not to be.
I even remember passing by a small gas station
outside of downtown
High Point, where a man
had a stand selling selfmade Newton shirseys
(t-shirt version of
jerseys) during his MVP
campaign in 2015.
Not only was Newton flashy, exciting and
jaw-dropping with his Superman-esque abilities,
he was also incredibly
good at winning football
games.
He led the Panthers
to the best season in
franchise history in 2015,
where he helped them
to a 15-1 overall record
en route to a Super Bowl
50 appearance, where
Carolina lost to Peyton
Manning’s Denver Broncos, 24-10, in the team’s
second Super Bowl since
the franchise’s inception
in 1995.
He’s been an NFL MVP,
Offensive Player of the
Year, Rookie of the Year,
one-time First-Team AllPro selection and threetime Pro Bowler (2011,
2013 and 2015).
Oh, and don’t forget the
2010 Heisman Trophy sit-

Courtesy of the Carolina Panthers

With his first touch of the ball since re-signing
with the team earlier last week, Panthers
quarterback Cam Newton ran for a touchdown
as part of the team’s 34-10 win over the Arizona
Cardinals.
ting in his trophy case at
home, perhaps his most
prestigious award of all.
To make a lengthy
story not-so-lengthy,
Newton is undeniably
the most exciting player
in Panthers’ history. And
arguably one of the most
exciting players in North
Carolina sports history.
And yet, despite all he
did to bring the Panthers
back into relevancy
after a brutal 2-14 season
in 2010 — followed by
growing pains in his first
couple of years — he’s
also one of the most
disrespected and most underrated players in North
Carolina sports history.
Over the course of his
career, Newton rarely
got favorable calls from
the refs — likely due to
his size, which prompted
most officials to keep
their flags tucked in their
belts during potential
roughing-the-passer
penalties — and he was
disliked by a plethora of
fans both in and outside

of the Tar Heel State.
People hated the way
he danced after jumping
over the goal line on QB
sneaks.
They hated his confidence.
They hated his trash
talk.
They hated his Alice in
Wonderland-like fashion
both pre- and post-game.
And, even if most of
his doubters wouldn’t
admit it, they hated the
idea that a Black quarterback could have so
much success at the QB
position, something he —
and now countless others
— debunked.
But even with the hate,
Newton kept delivering,
time and time again.
It fueled him. It inspired him. It made him
better.
That is, until injuries
caught up with him, derailing his 2018 and 2019
seasons and forcing him
out of Carolina under
less-than-ideal circumstances and leading him

Courtesy of the Carolina Panthers

Newly re-signed Panthers quarterback Cam Newton (center) screams “I’m
baaaaaack!” after running in a touchdown in his team’s 34-10 win over the
Arizona Cardinals on Sunday.
to a one-year stint with
the New England Patriots in 2020 that didn’t go
quite as planned.
But now, Newton is
baaaaaaack in Carolina.
And after a 34-10 shellacking of the previously
8-1 Cardinals — who were
notably without starting
QB Kyler Murray — in
which Newton accounted
for two TDs (in his first
two touches of the ball)
in a backup role, it’s clear
that Newton’s passion is
something the Panthers
had been desperately
lacking since his departure.
And while it’s unclear
if he’ll be the starter
for the Panthers going
forward, one thing’s for
certain:
Superman’s ready.
Reporter Victor Hensley
can be reached at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

KILDEE FARM

NOW AVAILABLE

SWEET
POTATOES
- Logan Farms 150 Logan Farm Lane

919-776-2277 or 919-776-1898
(Across river from Gulf )

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm, Closed Sun.

2021’s Final Household
Hazardous Waste Events
FINAL EVENT: Saturday, November 20
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
28 County Services Road
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64)
Chatham County residents can bring household
hazardous items such as
chemicals cleaners solvents paint
pesticides gasoline antifreeze electronics
For a complete list of items visit www.chathamnc.org/hhw

936 Kildee Church Rd.
(919) 742-5102
(off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)

The Chatham County
heriff s ffice will provide
a free take back of
unwanted medicines
during this HHW event.
No needles, sharps, or
liquids will be accepted.

No trash or empty containers.
No business waste.
No decal required.
Must show proof of address.
Questions?
Call (919) 542-5516

HHW events will resume in March 2022.

NOVEMBER 18 - 24, 2021 | Chatham News + Record | B3

LOSS
Continued from page B1
when their main player (Nunez) just kicked
it. And the ref had not
blown the whistle. The
ref had not controlled
the game like the previous game (against N.C.
School of Science &
Math) had been controlled. … It caught us
off guard and equalized,
which was really crappy
for us because we felt like
they hadn’t really earned
a goal.”
In the second half,
Nunez helped the Rams
take the lead on a penalty
kick that he quickly slotted past J-M goalkeeper
Ricardo Rocha, who
incorrectly predicted the
location of the ball.
Then, just eight
minutes later, the Rams
scored the dagger on a
perfect corner kick from
Nunez to senior Jose
Morquecho, who knocked
it into the net on a header
and effectively ended the
Jets’ shot at a semifinal
appearance.
Despite allowing three
goals on the night — easily the most J-M’s allowed
in a game all season,
having never allowed
opponents to score more
than one up to that point
— Cuadros said he felt
his defense looked solid.
“In soccer, you earn
goals by breaking down
defenses and scoring,
and you can certainly get
goals through free kicks,
trickery and things like
that, but that’s on us for
not having the situational
awareness to prevent
that,” Cuadros said. “I
never felt like Greene
Central broke through
the midfield, broke us
down, got behind the

defense and went oneon-one with the keeper
and forced him to make
a save. That never really
happened.”
J-M had its opportunities on offense, including a left-side shot by
senior co-captain Alexis
Ibarra that hooked just
narrowly past the far
post that, had it gone in,
would have been a “game
killer,” according to
Cuadros.
“We would have gone
up 2-0,” Cuadros said. “A
shot like that just crushes
you.”
While the Jets have
looked nearly flawless
at times this season —
posting 10 shutouts and
14 games scoring at least
six goals during their 22game campaign — their
struggles against the
Rams came as no surprise.
Coming off of an
intense third-round
matchup, Cuadros said
travel and fatigue may
have played a factor in
the Jets’ lack of polish.
Third-seeded NCSSM
played J-M to the wire
in Durham just two
days earlier, where the
Jets needed two goals in
overtime to compensate
for a late score by the
Unicorns and advance to
the Elite Eight with a 3-1
victory.
Then, after playing
100 minutes against the
Unicorns on the road,
the Jets, despite being
the lone undefeated team
in the 2A East Region,
were forced to make the
123-mile trek to Snow Hill
for their matchup against
the one-loss Rams.
The minutes played
— and miles traveled —
start to add up this late in
the season, said Cuadros.
“I have to confess that

AGENTS
Continued from page B1
with both the Los Angeles Dodgers and Washington Nationals.
His WHIP also led the National
League. With the Los Angeles
Angels signing Noah Syndergaard, that likely takes them out

he said. “On the visiting
side, we had a couple of
bleachers … but there
was no way all of those
people could sit in those
bleachers, so you had
people standing along the
sideline.”
Cuadros said that the
large contingent of fans
began wandering a little
too close to the field, so
he went over to tell them
to move back so they
didn’t interfere with the
game.
“And as I made my way
down that line, I could see
all these faces of kids that
I coached, boys and girls,
over 20 years ago, from
various years,” Cuadros
said. “I saw some from 15
years ago, some from 10
years ago, some from five
or two years ago, even,
and it was like taking a
trip through time with
these faces and it was
incredible. It was an inStaff photo by Laieke Abebe credible moment that I’ll
never forget.”
Jordan-Matthews’ Armando Rocha (11) dribbles the ball past a Greene
The Jets may not have
Central defender in the Jets’ 3-1, fourth-round playoff loss to the Rams last
Wednesday in Snow Hill. The loss was the first time all season J-M allowed
capped off their 20th anmore than one goal in a single game.
niversary season with a
state title, but they ended
I think Monday night’s
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A,
With this being the 20th with a very fitting 20 wins
game against Science &
consisted of just five
anniversary season of the on the year, along with an
Math took a lot out of
teams this season —
creation of Los Jets, each Elite Eight finish, conference title and undefeated
us,” he said. “Back-toincluding Chatham’s
moment, goal and win
regular season on its
back travel games are al- Seaforth High School,
packed an extra special
resume.
ways really difficult to do. consisting of only freshpunch for Cuadros, who
In short, Cuadros said,
We had a couple of those
men and sophomores
helped create the team
this season was a reduring the season, but at
and which went winless
in 2001 and has been its
sounding success.
the playoff level, they’re
in the conference, and
head coach ever since.
“The journey that was
super intense games. …
another which played
But none more than
this year, it was a lot of
Trying to win on the road just 10 total games due
the Jets’ victory against
fun, I enjoyed myself,”
is really difficult, espeto COVID-19 issues
NCSSM.
Cuadros said. “This
cially if there’s a lot of
(Cummings) — their RPI
Along with the overyear’s squad was a dedistance.”
ranked them No. 6 in
time finish, for Cuadros,
The NCHSAA seeds
the 2A East despite their a lot of the emotion came light. They’re all a bunch
of great kids, all dedicatteams based on RPI
undefeated record.
from those who showed
ed. … These kids were
(Ratings Percentage
Hence the team’s playup to support the Jets in
different, so they were a
Index) ratings, taken
off road trip.
their Sweet 16 matchup.
joy to coach.”
from MaxPreps, which
The Jets’ third-round
“We had maybe 150 or
primarily takes into
win over the Unicorns
200 people at that game
Reporter Victor Hensley
account a team’s strength two nights earlier was not and it overwhelmed
can be reached at vhensof schedule.
only a hard-fought game, Science & Math because
Since the Jets’ newly
but also an emotional
they don’t usually have a ley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.
aligned conference, the
one.
visiting crowd like that,”

of the Scherzer sweepstakes. He
could also team up with Dusty
Baker in Houston or Gerrit Cole
in New York, but those both
seem unlikely compared to him
re-signing with the Dodgers.

Marcus Semien

Three years ago, the thought
of Semien being one of the

most sought-after free agents
would have been laughable.
The middle infielder had never
made an All-Star game, won
a Gold Glove or been in the
running for an MVP.
Now, he’s done all three.
His breakout season came
with the Oakland A’s in 2019
when he hit a career-high 33

home runs and finished third
in MVP voting. In 2021, he
outdid himself, hitting 45 home
runs while playing in all 162
games for the Toronto Blue
Jays. He also stole 15 bases.
Semien’s landing destination
is hard to predict. As one of the
more under-the-radar stars,
he could go undervalued, but

he’s now proven himself in two
different seasons. If the Blue
Jays want to keep their powerful lineup together, he could
re-sign, but it’s likely he finds a
home elsewhere.
Max Baker can be reached at
max@chathamnr.com and @
maxbaker_15.

AT YOUR
CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE
• Install and Repair Septic Systems
• Pump Existing Septic Tanks
• All Sorts of Backhoe Work
• Specializing in Bush Hogging
• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments

C: 919-362-6999

Call Monty Justice
@ (919) 545-4107

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com
• Muﬄers, Converters

D & G

• Header Installs

Plumbing Problems?

• Manifold Repairs

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy
Licensed and Insured

• All General FAB
& Welding Repairs

• Custom Pipe
Bending

Ofﬁce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC

JHJ Painting & Power Washing
“We Specialize in All Your Painting &
Power Washing Needs”
Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil
Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek
(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)

No job too small
Steve Felts Owner/Operator
-French Drains -Drains -Water lines
-Find leaks -Dig Footings
-Grading for concrete slabs
-All kinds of Backhoe and Skidsteer work

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Local Service Directory
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THE CLIPBOARD | PITTSBORO WRESTLING

Chargers, Hawks gear up for the winter wrestling
season with talented underclassmen on deck
The weather changing and the clocks turning back signifies one thing: the
winter sports season. Included in that is wrestling, which starts up this week as
both Northwood and Seaforth begin their 2021 campaigns.
Northwood, coming off of a season that included two state championship
qualifiers — freshman Josh Miller (now at Seaforth) and sophomore Cliff Davis
— is attempting to recreate last season’s success with a new head coach, Joe
Harris, at the helm. Seaforth, in its first season as a program, is working strictly

RYAN ARMSTRONG, SEAFORTH WRESTLING
What has the last month or so looked
like for you and your team, especially with
all of them being either freshmen or sophomores with most of them having never
wrestled before?
Like I keep telling the
boys, the parents and
the community, our
thing is that the boys
you see today will not be
the boys you see before
we go to regionals. We
Ryan
Armstrong have set the bar high,
we’re going after the
conference. We’re planning on making
a run at regionals and putting some
put some bodies at the state tournament this year, but they have to
buy-in. Coming in with a brand new
program, with brand new kids, we
can’t neglect our higher kids, but we
also can’t neglect our lower kids, so
our goal is to teach them the basics
and teach them the right way. They’re
not going to go out there and score a
bunch of points and stuff like that, but
they’re going to be competitive and
they’re at least going to know what
they’re dealing with. We’ve been focusing on your standard setups, your
takedowns, giving them one good position on the bottom, giving them one
good move on top, so we’re focusing
on that. Like we told them, ‘Some stuff
you’re going to get and there’s going to
be stuff that you’re not going to get, so
we’ve just got to figure out what works
for you and then go from there.’
You coached Josh Miller — the 3A state
runner-up in the 106-lb. weight class in
2020-21 — at Northwood last season
and now have him at Seaforth this year.
What do you expect to see out of him this
season?
We see a state champion out of
him. He’s put the work in during the
summertime and the offseason. The
biggest thing we’re seeing from Josh
is the leadership. Not so much last
year because he was a small fish in a
big pond and we had some dominant
leaders in that room at Northwood,
but we’re seeing right now where,
this is Josh’s team and Josh is taking
the team underneath him and we’re
building a family, we’re building a
culture and Josh is leading by example. My thing with Josh is, I’ve got to
keep him competitive, so we’ve made
our schedule around Josh a little bit.
We’ve got him into some 4A tournaments, knowing that our boys will
probably get beat up pretty good at
those tournaments, but we still have
to grow Josh as an athlete.
Alongside Josh, who are some of the
other wrestlers on your squad that you
could see taking major leaps this season?
The Armstrong boy , we’ve got high
hopes for him. Then there’s Walker
Bowman , brand new kid that’s strong
as an ox. We’re seeing a lot of potential
out of him. If we can keep growing
him and he listens and he stays the
suit, he’ll make a run for it. We’ve got a
couple of young kids that’s 138-145 lbs.
but we don’t really know what it looks
like. We’ve got Anthony Veschi, he’ll be
in either 152 or 160, he’s strong and he’s
going to make a run. I’ve got Roger Eubanks, who’s also strong and he’s going
to make a run. I’ve got Cole Ballard,
he’ll have a good season this year, as
well. And then there’s Mike LaTucci,
another strong kid, well disciplined. I
owe a lot to the football coach, Terrance Gary, for the discipline that he’s
instilled in the football players. They’re
catching on quick. They’re coachable
and we’ve got to win in the books in
order to win on the on the mat.
What have been some of the biggest
challenges for you in taking over a group
of underclassmen and starting a brand
new program with them?
We’ve always walked into programs with a little bit of talent, but
now we’ve got all of the talent and no
technique, so we’ve had to change our
coaching style this year to adapt to
green wrestlers.

Spanish-language content
online weekly and in
print quarterly

Ryan Armstrong
ROLE: Head Coach, Wrestling
EXPERIENCE AT SEAFORTH: First
season
NOTES:
• Wrestled in high school in
Ohio, was a state placer in
1995
• Entered the Army in the mid90s and became a member
of the World Class Athlete
program — allowing service
members to participate in
athletics — in 1997
• Was Northwood’s head
wrestling coach during the
2020-21 season before making
switch to Seaforth
• Has coached programs
across the country, including
Ohio, Texas and Oregon
• FROM THE COACH: “(Taking
over a brand new program) is
fun. It’s hard. It’s probably the
hardest thing we’ll do, but the
end state is that we’re going
to build champions here.”

Seaforth Hawks
CONFERENCE: Mid-Carolina
1A/2A
RECORD: 0-0 (season hasn’t
begun)
UPCOMING SCHEDULE:
• Saturday, Nov. 20:
Franklinton Duals Tournament
at Franklinton, 9 a.m.
• Tuesday, Nov. 23: at North
Moore, 6 p.m.
It’s been a roller coaster. I left a lot
of great kids at Northwood that I had
and they relied on me. I left my oldest
son there, that piece of it breaks my
heart that I couldn’t stick around, but
coming into a brand new room and
building my program around some
good coaches. I wouldn’t even say it’s
my program, it’s our program. And
seeing the community involvement
— at our scrimmage last Wednesday,
I was laughing at Coach Jason Amy
because we wrestled in the auxiliary
gym and he said when we fill it, we
can move into the big gym. ... Well, we
had it filled. So it’s going to be exciting. The community wants to see the
Northwood-Seaforth match and we’re
going to give it to them. It’s exciting,
but I’m nervous at the same time. The
outside supporting cast that we have,
we couldn’t ask for anything better.
We’ve just got to go out there and put
what we’re being taught to use on the
mat and then execute.
Why should fans be excited to come
out to Seaforth wrestling matches this
season?
We’re going with the saying ‘Dare to
Dream.’ We need to rally around our guys
and show them the support because we
are going to be a state championship
team. It may not be this year, but it’ll be
sooner than later. So they need to come
out and support a program that’s going to
be a state championship-caliber program
for years to come.
With this program being brand new and
this team being so young, how far do you
expect them to go this year?
Like I’ve told these guys, there’s no
reason why we don’t win a conference
championship this season. We’ll do
OK in regionals, I wouldn’t expect a
whole lot coming out of regionals, but
a lot of that is going to depend on what
team shows up in January. We’ve got
a five-meter target, a 10-meter target
and our 20-meter target is a state
championship, but if I was to call it today, there should be no reason why we
don’t win a conference championship
in our first year.

with underclassmen under former Northwood head coach Ryan Armstrong,
who said he has high hopes for this season despite the inexperience of most of
his squad.
This week, the News + Record spoke to both Harris and Armstrong to discuss
their team’s season outlook, star performers and how they’ve prepared their
underclassmen for the road ahead. Conversation has been edited for length and
clarity.

JOE HARRIS, NORTHWOOD WRESTLING
You’ve mentioned that you’ve helped
out as a wrestling assistant before taking
the Northwood head coaching gig.
What’s are some of the biggest differences between being an assistant coach and
being a high school head
coach?
Being the head coach
is more responsibility.
You’re teaching them
leadership and all different kinds of things.
But as the assistant,
Joe Harris you’re kind of doing
whatever the head
coach asks you to do.
Since taking over as head coach in
October, what have you done to help get
your team prepared for the upcoming
season?
I’ve been making them run a lot,
getting their stamina and cardio up.
I’ve also got the seniors where, instead of me going out there teaching
it, I’ll have the seniors go out there in
the middle of the mat and show them
how to do the moves and I’ll walk
around the room to make sure everybody’s doing it right. But I like the
seniors doing it because it’s teaching
them leadership to go out there and
take charge and show the team what
to do.
Last season, Northwood had success
with two underclassmen qualifying for
states in freshman Josh Miller (now at
Seaforth) and sophomore Cliff Davis.
What do you think Davis’ experience last
year will bring to the team this season?
He’s taking charge and leading the
team like he should and he’s shown
good talent. I’m really just waiting
to see his first match to see what
he’s truly capable of, but I think he’ll
bring a lot of good to ur team.
You guys had a scrimmage at Seaforth
against them and Carrboro last week.
How’d that go? How does scheduling
scrimmages like that benefit your team?
We actually didn’t get to wrestle
Seaforth because of an injury, but
when we wrestled Carrboro, we did
really well, we only had two kids that
lost due to just little mistakes that
they made like not really staying in
good position, but other than that, the
team looked pretty good.
I think it benefitted us well, especially when it comes to new wrestlers
that have never been to a wrestling
match or ever had to deal with one

Joe Harris
ROLE: Head Coach, Wrestling
EXPERIENCE AT NORTHWOOD:
First season
NOTES:
• Graduated from Northwood
in 2016, where he wrestled for
three seasons
• Took over the Northwood
head coaching job after the
departure of Ryan Armstrong
(now Seaforth’s head coach)
• FROM THE COACH: “(My
favorite part about being
the head coach) is really
just seeing the outcome of
the new wrestlers that came
in not knowing a thing to
learning it and being able to
do them now.”

Northwood Chargers
CONFERENCE: Central 3A
RECORD: 0-0 (season hasn’t
begun)
UPCOMING SCHEDULE:
• Wednesday, Nov. 17: at
Walter M. Williams, 6 p.m.
• Monday, Nov. 22: at Chapel
Hill, 6 p.m.
to show them what it’s all about and
what all they should be expecting.
Who are the wrestlers on your squad
that you think could take that next step
this year?
We have a new guy, Ethan Kuball,
that came from out of state and he’s
really impressed us a lot. He knows
what he’s doing and he does very
good. And then there’s Coltrane
Northington, who’s improving and
working hard. And then there’s all of
the freshmen, who are actually doing
really well and learning at their pace
and getting it down.
Why should fans be excited about
Northwood wrestling this season?
I think they should be excited
because we have a really strong team.
We’ve got a lot of guys that want to
compete and give it their all and are
looking to be successful out there.
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CCCC men’s, women’s cross country teams participate
in NJCAA Division III Cross Country Championships
From Central Carolina
Community College
MILLEDGEVILLE, Georgia — The Central Carolina
Community College men’s and
women’s cross country teams
participated in the National
Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division III
National Championship last
Saturday at Georgia Military
College in Milledgeville, Georgia.
Britt Lehman (Jordan-Matthews H.S., Siler City) led the
men’s team, finishing 30th out
of 140 runners. Kyle Howarth (Woods Charter School,
Mebane; 49th), Gabriel Lenz
(Lee Christian School, Sanford;
103rd) and Colby Day (Cape
Hatteras Secondary School,
Frisco; 120th) also competed
for the Cougars’ men’s team.
Bersai Perez (Lee County
H.S., Sanford) paced the women’s team, finishing 55th out of

JETS
Continued from page B1
per game — took over,
scooping up a loose ball
and scoring on a fastbreak layup, along with
an and-one layup shortly
after (she missed the free
throw), just before time
expired.
Wright scored seven of
her 16 points in the opening half, her final basket
giving the Jets a 17-10
lead they’d carry into the
break.
“She’s going to be the

90 runners. Kimberly Castro
Vasquez (Harnett Central
H.S., Lillington; 82nd), Emilie
Obregon (Triton H.S., Dunn;
83rd) and Angelika Adriano
(Pinecrest H.S., Aberdeen;
90th) also competed for the
Cougars’ women’s team.
Both CCCC teams won the
NJCAA Division III Region
X championships under the
direction of Coach Richard
Briggs.
“After winning regionals,
going to nationals is like icing
on the cake,” said Briggs. “I
want my men and women to
enjoy the experience and years
from now know that they did
something special.”
Lehman has led the CCCC
men’s team and won the
Region 10 Runner of the Year
honors.
“Britt has a passion for running and doesn’t let anything
get in his way,” said Briggs.
“He’s a full-time student with a

difference-maker for us,”
Piggie said. “She’s the engine that keeps us pushing because she has that
drive. She’s been wanting
to push the ball up the
floor and play aggressive
defense. It fits right into
her character. She’s not
scared of anything.”
The second half, however, was a different story
as Western Alamance
opened with a 10-2 run
that gave the Warriors a
one-point lead, 20-19, five
minutes into the period.
Throughout the half,
the Warriors continued

full-time job, manages to train
and always brings it when it’s
time for competition.”
Lehman became interested
in cross country as a high
school freshman. “I enjoy the
fact that it gives me a rush,
it’s like my adrenaline just
shoots up,” Lehman said of his
enjoyment of cross country.
“It gives me a push to work on
myself to be a better athlete.
When I’m running, any stress
or bitterness is taken away
when I’m running. It gives me
freedom.”
Lehman said he was honored to be a part of nationals
and looked forward to the
race.
“It’s the big stage! I love that
feeling of competing with the
best of the best,” said Lehman
prior to the race. “As for the
team, I’m extremely happy
they are going to nationals. I
feel as if they will make a huge
impact at nationals and will

to capitalize on second-chance attempts,
grabbing offensive boards
much more efficiently
than they’d done in the
opening 20 minutes.
With time ticking down
and the Jets facing a fivepoint deficit, Wright drove
to the basket and scored
with less than 30 seconds
left in the game, putting
her team within three. After a missed one-and-one
free throw on the other
end, the Jets had a chance
to tie the game but were
unable to get a good look
from behind the arc, the

bring home some hardware.
We all have worked so hard for
this moment.”
Other CCCC men’s team
members were Howarth, Lenz,
Jackson Cole (Grace Christian School, Sanford), Day
and Eddy Giron Dominguez
(Jordan-Matthews H.S., Siler
City).
Perez has led the CCCC
women’s team and won the
Region 10 Runner of the Year
honors.
“Bersai is amazing! She’s
never participated in athletics
before, but you would never
know it,” said Briggs. “She’s
a competitor who is always
looking to improve. When it
comes to the word tough, I
think Bersai.”
Perez said she first became
interested in cross country
during the summer of 2021.
“Before this, I liked running
for fun and to be stress free
as well as to lose weight and

game ending at 35-32.
Even though the
game didn’t count in the
standings, Piggie said he
enjoyed that his team got
a taste of what it’s like
to play until the last possession in a nail-biting
situation.
“If you prepare for this
now, then if we play a close
game, let’s say in our first
game of the season, then
we know how to handle
this situation when it
counts,” Piggie said. “It’s
good to get it out of the
way early. That way we’ll
be prepared for when it
happens in a game because
we’ve been there before.”
The Jets won the
following game against
the Carrboro Jaguars,
35-28, before losing by
double-digits to the
Orange Panthers, who
tore up their competition
throughout the day.
Playing against
high-level competition
like Orange, Carrboro
and Western Alamance
— all schools in the 3A
classification — only
stands to make the Jets
better against schools
in their own 2A class
and, more specifically,
the Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
conference.
That was one of the
major reasons for Piggie’s decision to schedule
the jamboree, he said.
“For us to go against 3A
schools of that caliber and
us to play the way we did,
showed a lot of growth,
for me, from the first day
of tryouts to now,” Piggie
said. “It just gets you
ready for the season as far
as letting us know what
we need help with, what
we can do better, then
improve from there.”
Changing the culture
It’s been four seasons
since the Jets have had a
record of .500 or better,
which came by way of a
14-14 finish during the
2017-18 campaign.
You’d have to go back

I really wanted to join a sport
that required running. That
is when I heard about cross
country and decided to give it a
try,” she said.
How does she feel about
participating in the NJCAA
Division III National Championship?
“I think that this is a huge
opportunity to get to go to
a new place and experience
something that I would have
never known I would be a part
of,” she said before the race.
“As a team, I think that we
are really strong and that we
can do something great in the
upcoming nationals.”
Other CCCC women’s team
members are Vasquez, Obregon, Charmaine Robison
(Lumberton H.S., Lumberton)
and Adriano (Pinecrest H.S.,
Aberdeen).
To learn more about Central
Carolina Community College,
visit www.cccc.edu.

done.”
Piggie’s culture change
also goes as far as the
style of play he wants to
implement: a fast-paced,
run-and-gun offense with
stingy defense to boot.
And the players have already been receptive to it.
“The team’s buying
into what we’ve talked
about the last two weeks
in practice as far as
pushing the ball up the
floor, being aggressive
Staff photo by Simon Barbre and playing hard-nosed
defense,” Piggie said.
Jordan-Matthews
“They surprised me (on
sophomore guard Lia
Saturday) with the style
Carter (10) pushes
through contact during of play and how they’re
picking up on it. Based on
a layup attempt in the
(the first game) alone, I’m
Jets’ first jamboree
excited for the season.”
game last Saturday
Piggie’s willingness to
against Western
Alamance. J-M narrowly plan and host a women’s
basketball jamboree is a
lost the scrimmage,
testament to his desire
35-32, after a secondto grow the game and
half barrage by the
get both the school and
Warriors.
town interested in what’s
happening inside of J-M’s
three additional seasons
gym.
to find the Jets’ last
After the success of
winning record: 19-8 in
the 2014-15 season, which Saturday’s event, which
also doubled as a fundincluded a deep playoff
raiser, Piggie said he
run to the third round.
hopes to make this an
Since then, J-M has
annual jamboree instead
had five losing seasons,
of a one-off event.
capped off with its 1-10
Maybe next year, he said,
year in 2020-21.
Following their one-win they’ll double the amount
of teams participating.
season, Piggie — also the
“If we want to grow the
school’s second-year track
program, (the jamboree)
& field coach — took over
the head coaching position is a good fundraiser,
but it also allows you to
this past summer with a
mission to reignite a strug- look at your team before
the season starts … and
gling program.
shows you what you have
“This offseason, man,
to work with,” Piggie
some of the stuff we
said. “I’m excited to see
worked on was changing
the culture from last year what we can do and how
we can turn around a 1-10
to this year, letting them
program. … We’ve got
know that, ‘Hey, this is
a chip on our shoulder.
not last year, this is not
… We’re going to shock
last year’s team. You
the world. It’s a new era
were 1-10 last year but
over here, a new era for
it’s a whole new year,’”
Jordan-Matthews girls’
Piggie said. “You’ve got
basketball.”
to get them to buy in to
the system. … Just keep
Reporter Victor Hensley
encouraging the players,
teaching them the funda- can be reached at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on
mentals and techniques
Twitter at @Frezeal33.
of how you want things

HOLIDAY
food drive

HELP US FEED 5,000 OF OUR NEIGHBORS
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!
CORA wants to make sure our families have all the fixings
they need for a wonderful holiday meal. Please drop off
items Monday through Friday between 9 am - 3 pm at
40 Camp Drive in Pittsboro.

MOST NEEDED ITEMS
Small Turkeys/Turkey Breasts
Mini Hams
Boxed Stuffing/Cornbread Mix
Packets of Gravy
Canned Fruit/Veggies
Pie/Cookie/Brownie Mix
Fresh Apples (please package in a separate bag
to prevent damage)
www.corafoodpantry.org

B6 | Chatham News + Record | NOVEMBER 18 - 24, 2021

Here’s your makeup exam if you missed Constitution Day
BY BUCK RYAN

Special to the News +
Record
With all this talk of
federal mandates, did you
happen to catch the one a
couple of months ago, on
Sept. 17?
For the past 16 years,
the federal government
has insisted on a Constitution Day celebration, or
more precisely:
“Each educational
institution that receives
Federal funds for a
fiscal year shall hold an
educational program on
the United States Constitution on September
17 of such year for the
students served by the educational institution.”
That’s the language
that U.S. Sen. Robert C.
Byrd, a Democrat from
West Virginia, slipped
into a fiscal 2005 omnibus
spending bill.
There’s a little wiggle
room in the federal mandate, as UNC’s law school
scheduled its Constitution Day virtual event on
Sept. 23, then planned an
annual First Amendment
Day event for Sept. 29.
Every year about this
time, the depressing
results of the Annenberg
Civics Knowledge Survey
are published.
Can you name the
three branches of government?
About 56 percent of
U.S. adults can.
Can you name the five
protections in the First
Amendment?
Well, 74 percent know
freedom of speech is one.
You get the idea.
There’s so much in the
air about threats to
democracy and so little
about civic education.
If somehow you missed
the celebration marking
the Constitution’s signing
in 1787, welcome to a
makeup exam to get you
back on track:
Question No. 1: Does the
phrase “a government of
the people, by the people
and for the people” appear in the Constitution
or the Declaration of
Independence?
Answer: Sorry, trick
question. Those are 12 of
272 words in Abraham
Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address, which begins
“Four score (that’s 80)
and seven years ago.”
Lincoln was speaking in
1863, so you can do the
math: 1863-87=1776. If you
borrow Lincoln’s expression, please don’t drop
any of the three prepositions (of, by, for).
Question No. 2: True or
false, Thomas Jefferson
wrote these immortal
words for the Declaration
of Independence: “We
hold these truths to be
sacred and undeniable.”
Answer: True. Jefferson,
the youngest member of
the declaration writing
committee, wrote that
sentence, but everyone
needs an editor. The oldest member, Ben Franklin, edited it to read: “We
hold these truths to be
self-evident.” Franklin
was born in 1706, so in
1776 he was really old
as life expectancy was
30-something. The declaration’s central argument
was that our rights come
from God, not any King.
Question No. 3: True
or false, people calling
George Washington
“Your Excellency” got
some founding fathers
nervous, so they went
back to work on the Constitution.
Answer: True again.
Here’s a brief timeline:
After defeating the
world’s greatest army
(Great Britain) in the
Revolutionary War,
which lasted eight years
(1775-1783), our patriotic
soldiers took a break.
Meanwhile, our founding
fathers drafted the Constitution, signed in 1787,
but it took a couple of
years to be ratified (1789)
so that we could actually
elect our first president.
When George Washington kept being called

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

If ‘Constitution Day’ means anything, it means the United States is a work in
progress.
“Your Excellency,” some
of our founders got the
creeps because it sounded too much like the king
they fought so hard to
defeat. Only two years
later, they ratified the Bill
of Rights (1791) as the
first 10 amendments to
the Constitution to make
sure “We the People”
stayed in charge.
Question No. 4: True or
false, obviously the First
Amendment — “the most
powerful 45 words in the
world” — came first because it was our founding
fathers’ primary concern.
Answer: False. The
“first” amendment
originally was drafted as
Articles 3 and 4 in the Bill
of Rights. It became first
by default when previous
amendments failed to be
ratified. If anything was
a primary concern, that
would be religion, which
is listed first among
the five protections in
the First Amendment.
Jefferson’s tombstone at
Monticello doesn’t say he
was the third president
of the United States, but
it does record that he
was the “author of the
Statute of Virginia for
religious freedom.” The
great historian Thomas
D. Clark felt that religion
was the most important
protection because “it
kept the United States
out of religious wars that
held back the rest of the
world.” My own favorite
is the right to peaceably
assemble because it’s the
basis that allows for freedom of religion, speech,
the press (public square),
and the right to petition
the Government for a
redress of grievances (go
march on Washington or
the state Capitol, or go
fight city hall).
Question No. 5: Roughly
what was the time lag
between America’s first
newspaper and the First
Amendment’s protection
of a free press?
Answer: Roughly a
century. “Publick Occurrences, Both Forreign and
Domestick,” considered

America’s first newspaper, was published in 1690
as four pages with the last
page blank so you could
write in your own news
and notes — an early
version of Facebook. The
newspaper told the story
of the first Thanksgiving
(that’s how we know),
but also took a National
Enquirer turn by reporting the King of France’s
rumored affair with his
son’s wife. Needless to say,
it lasted only one issue
before it was shut down
by government censors.
In those days, “the greater
the truth, the greater the
libel.” It would take a century before we established
freedom of the press with
the First Amendment in
1791, beginning “Congress
shall make no law …”
Question No. 6: How
long did it take for
Congress to make a law
scrapping freedom of the
press?
Answer: Only seven
years. In 1798 Congress
passed the Alien and Sedition Acts, which were
used to put newspaper
editors and publishers
in jail for criticizing the
President of the United
States. That 18th century
version of “cancel culture” was called “sedition.” When one Founding Father (President
John Adams) signed the
acts into law, another one
(an outraged Vice President Thomas Jefferson)
wrote the Kentucky-Virginia Resolutions to
call for the acts’ repeal
and started running
for president. Jefferson
hired a “scandalmonger”
journalist, James T. Callender, to smear Adams
in the press during the
Election of 1800. The
Alien and Sedition Acts
faded away when Jefferson was elected president, but some things like
scandalmongers never
disappeared. The “alien”
in the Alien and Sedition
Acts, by the way, dealt
with immigration, allowing for the deportation of
foreigners.

Question No. 7: True or
false, the U.S. Constitution became a beacon for
other nations around the
world, but the light starts
to flicker in the face of
other cultures.
Answer: Yep, that’s true.
We shouldn’t take our
all-American culture of
citizenship, honed in a
street fight for 245 years,
for granted. Broadcast
legend Bob Mulholland,
the former president
of NBC, took a couple
of Harvard law professors to Mongolia in the
early 1990s to help the
country’s new leader, an
admirer of muckraker
Ida Tarbell, write a free
press law. How did it
go? “The first page said
we’ll have a free press,”
Bob said, “and the next
12 pages started with
the word ‘But.’” If you
go to China’s constitution, you’ll see the Big
5 protections in our
First Amendment listed
under Articles 35 and 36.
The foundation for our
culture of citizenship was
laid with another Big 5
stated in the Constitution’s Preamble where
“We the People” dedicate
ourselves to: 1) establish
justice, 2) ensure domestic tranquility, 3) provide
for the common defense,
4) promote the general
welfare and 5) secure the
blessings of liberty. Remember, we’re a nation
built on the twist of a
phrase: “Give me liberty
or give me death.”
Question No. 8: So how
many amendments to the
Constitution do we really
have?
Answer: Technically,
there have been 27 amendments to the Constitution,
from 1791 to 1992, but the
18th Amendment (1919:
We need Prohibition!)
and the 21st Amendment
(1933: Oops, no, we don’t!)
neutralize each other,
so really we have 25 in
play. The record time for
ratification is 202 years,
7 months and 10 days.
Yep, that was the 27th
Amendment, which may

C HATHAM IS

2021

have never occurred if
a student didn’t dispute
his grade on a research
paper in 1982. We can
thank Gregory Watson, a
19-year-old sophomore at
the University of Texas at
Austin, for campaigning
that an original part of
the Bill of Rights, Article
2 which was not ratified in
1791, was still a good idea.
In 1992 Watson got vindication that his “C” grade
was too low as the 27th
Amendment became official: any law that increases or decreases the salary
of Congress members
cannot take effect until
after the next election of
the House of Representatives. The moral of the
story: Power to “We the
People” includes disgruntled teenagers, too.
Question No. 9: Yes, we
have three branches of
government, but what
do we do if they’re all
corrupt?
Answer: Wave the Bill of
Rights! The Constitution
has seven articles, but
all the action tends to
focus on the first three,
also known as the three
branches of government. So how did the
founders choose to order
those three? Hint: If the
Preamble starts with
“We the People,” where
would you go to find “the
people’s House”? Yes,
Congress, or the legislative branch, comes first.
Unfortunately, as Mark
Twain observed: “There
is no native criminal
class except Congress.”
What then is the second article, or branch?
Right, the President, or
executive branch. This
has always been tricky.
Thomas Paine called
Washington “treacherous” and “a hypocrite
in public life” in a 1796
letter to him ending, “the
world will be puzzled to
decide, whether you are
an apostate or an impostor.” Yikes, yes, that’s the
same Paine whose “The
American Crisis” (“These
are the times that try
men’s souls”) Washington had read to his troops
at Valley Forge. The third
article established the judicial branch, or the Supreme Court. You know,
that’s what FDR was
stopped trying to pack
to tilt decisions his way.

So if all three branches
of our government are
corrupt, what then?
Enter the Fourth Estate,
or the power of the press
to serve as a watchdog
against government
abuses, and take comfort
in all 10 amendments in
the Bill of Rights.
Question No. 10: How
can we have “a more
perfect union” when
nobody’s perfect?
Answer: We just keep trying. How imperfect we are
can be seen in the time lag
between “all men are created equal” (Declaration
of Independence, 1776)
and the 13th (abolishing
slavery, 1865), the 14th (citizenship for former slaves,
1868), 15th (right to vote
regardless of race, 1870)
and 19th (women’s right to
vote, 1920) amendments.
“Sunlight is said to be the
best of disinfectants,” as
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis wrote,
so beware of people hiding
in the shadows. In 2011,
after a lot of Tea Party virtue signaling, the House
of Representatives went
boldly forward to read
the Constitution out loud
on the floor of Congress.
Except for one thing: they
amended the Constitution to delete the part
about slaves being worth
three-fifths of a person. If
Constitution Day means
anything, it’s the courage
to tell it like it is: we are a
work in progress.
Time’s up! Your makeup
exam is complete. How did
you do? If you didn’t score
10 out of 10, please start
making plans for your next
Constitution Day celebration.
About the author: Buck
Ryan, director of the
Citizen Kentucky Project
of the Scripps Howard
First Amendment Center at the University of
Kentucky, is doing “a
participatory case study”
of the Chatham News +
Record, which he considers a model community
newspaper. Ryan started
his Citizen Kentucky
Project, designed to engage young people in civic
life, 20 years ago with an
award-winning documentary for Kentucky Educational Television, “Citizen
Kentucky: Democracy and
the Media.”
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Aromatic
Roasters
Barista
Leavitt
BrowningHowe and
Gloria Mock
of the News
+ Record
show off the
newspaper’s
Chatham
Brew coffee
and a recent
copy of
Chatham
Life
magazine,
which
features
Leavitt’s
brother,
Stillman, on
the cover.
Staff photo by
Kim Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Mosaic’s
Holiday Market

Cecily Fountain, 4, of Pittsboro shows off a
plastic hand mold she obtained at the Pop-Up
Holiday Market on Saturday.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Mosaic’s event, featuring a Childrens Business Fair and Pop-Up Holiday Market, drew a strong turnout.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Sisters Sophia Glover, 9, and sister Skylar, 6, from
Silk Hope, had a successful day at the Children’s
Business Fair at Mosaic.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The String Band of Durham performed bluegrass music on the Mosaic stage.

Maximize Your Charitable Giving

Pittsboro
Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®
630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Governors Club
Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®
50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Pittsboro
Lee Shanklin, AAMS®
120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Penguin Place
Eric C Williams, AAMS®
114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro
Kevin C Maley
984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill
Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City
Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

Fearrington
Kathy Brommage, CFP®
190 Chatham Downs Drive
Suite 103
919-960-6119

edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
On November 9, Andrew Cole Heins, 33,
of 8108 Siler City Glendon Road, Bear
Creek, was arrested by Deputy Yuridia
Robles for order for arrest related to
child support. He was issued a $2,000.00
secured bond and is schedule to appear
in Randolph County Child Support
Court in Asheboro on November 18.
On November 9, Corey Montrell Moore,
27, of 235 Hyatt Court, Siler City, was
arrested by Deputy Olivia Soles for
failure to appear. He was issued a
$2,000.00 secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Durham County District
Court in Durham on November 10.
On November 9, Daniel Quevedo
Zagada, 23, of 1101 Belford Close, Lot
#6, Siler City, was arrested by Deputy Matthew Mitchell for failure to
appear regarding a release order. He
was issued a $1,000.00 secure bond and
is scheduled to appear in Chatham
County District Court in Pittsboro on
December 15.
On November 10, Albert Karali, Jr.,
62, of 1251 The Preserve Trail, Chapel
Hill, was arrested by Deputy Reggie

Griffin for second degree forceable sex
offense, sexual battery, and practicing
massage therapy without a license. He
was issued a $60,000.00 secure bond
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham
County District Court in Pittsboro on
November 17.
On November 11, John Michael Crowell, 44, of 228 Golfers View, Pittsboro,
was arrested by Deputy Matthew
Mitchell for assault by pointing a gun.
He was issued a written promise to appear in Chatham County District Court
in Pittsboro on December 8.
On November 11, Curtis Blake Rader,
24, of 2245 Arthur Teague Road, Siler
City, was arrested by Deputy Tyler
Welch for assault on a female. He was
placed on a 48-hour Domestic Violence hold and is scheduled to appear
in Chatham County District Court in
Pittsboro on November 23.
On November 11, Curtis Blake Rader,
24, of 2245 Arthur Teague Road, Siler
City, was arrested by Deputy Tyler
Welch for assault on a female. He was
placed on a 48-hour Domestic Violence hold and is scheduled to appear
in Chatham County District Court in
Pittsboro on November 23.

On November 13, Serena Tabatha
Dona York, 48, of 444 Evie Lynn Road,
Pittsboro, was arrested by Deputy Rami
Amer for assault with a deadly weapon
inflicting serious injury. She was placed
on a 48-hour Domestic Violence hold
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham
County District Court in Pittsboro on
November 15.
On November 14, Rashonda Amir-Juilan Blue, 23, of 5001 S. Alston Avenue,
Durham, was arrested by Deputy Rami
Amer for simple assault and disorderly
conduct. She was placed on a 48-hour
Domestic Violence hold and is scheduled to appear in Chatham County District Court in Pittsboro on December 15.
On November 14, Cedric Tamiko
Alston, 53, of 706 Roberts Chapel Road,
Goldston, was arrested by Deputy
Brandal Harrington for failure to
comply with judgement. He was issued
a $500.00 secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County District
Court in Pittsboro on December 15.
On November 14, Richard Charles
Barker, 24, of 2151 Lystra Road, Chapel Hill, was arrested by Deputy Rami
Amer for failure to appear regarding a
hit and run, leaving the scene of an ac-

cident, and property damage. He was issued a $500 cash bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County District
Court in Pittsboro on November 16.
Barker
On November 14, Kyuana Tena Reaves,
42, of 215 Horton Road, Goldston, was
arrested by Deputy Johnny Griffin
for failure to comply with judgement.
She was issued a $200 cash bond and
is scheduled to appear in Chatham
County District Court in Pittsboro on
December 14.
On November 15, Tammy Mariah
Huggins, 35, of 421 Dalton Drive, Chapel
Hill, was arrested by Deputy Rami
Amer for failure to appear on charges
of misdemeanor larceny. She was
issued a $700.00 secured bond and is
scheduled to appear in Orange County District Court in Hillsborough on
December 7.
On November 15, Amanda Marie Pyles,
33, of 1537 NC Highway 42, Goldston,
was arrested by Deputy Brandal Harrington for assault and battery. She was
placed under a 48-hour Domestic Violence hold and is scheduled to appear
in Chatham County District Court in
Pittsboro on December 8.

COVID-19 vaccine now recommended for
children ages 5-11; local options available
From Chatham
County Public Health
Department
PITTSBORO — The
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommended
on Nov. 2 that all children ages 5-11 years old
receive the COVID-19 vaccine, a decision based on
strong evidence showing
the Pfizer COVID-19 pediatric vaccine is both safe
and effective for children
this age.
With this recommendation, local providers
will soon begin giving
the vaccine, with more
options coming in the
weeks ahead as supply
increases. Please call
ahead or register in advance, as appointments

are limited. Options for
5-11 year-olds to receive
the vaccine in Chatham
County include:
• Talk to your child’s
doctor’s office. Many will
be offering the vaccine
soon and can answer
questions you may have
about the vaccine.
• The Chatham County
Public Health Department: Wednesday and
Friday afternoons at the
clinic in Siler City (1000 S.
10th Ave.). Appointments
are required and slots are
limited. To schedule an
appointment, please call
919-742-5641.
• StarMed Healthcare:
Wednesday afternoons
from 2-7 p.m. at the
Goldston Town Hall (40
Coral Ave.), beginning
Wednesday, Nov. 10th. To

schedule an appointment,
visit https://starmed.
care/vaccine/ or call 980445-9818.
New options are expected in the next week.
Check https://covid19.
ncdhhs.gov/vaccines/
kids/locations for a list
of providers, including
options in neighboring
counties.
“I know many are
excited by this news and
are eager to get their
children vaccinated
against COVID-19,” said
Chatham County Public
Health Director Mike
Zelek. “We will continue
to work hard to make
the vaccine accessible to
everyone across Chatham.”
While children are
typically at lower risk

of serious illness from
COVID-19 than most
adults, they are still at
risk. The Delta variant especially has not
spared children, and
some have experienced
long-term side effects
from infection, also
called “long COVID.”
Additionally, nearly 100
children ages 5-11 have
died from COVID-19
since the pandemic
began. After a thorough
review of the data,

the vaccine has been
shown to be safe and
help children of this age
from getting sick from
COVID-19.
“This is an important
step to helping us get
back to normal,” added
Zelek. “Getting vaccinated keeps children
safe while engaging in
activities like sports and
hanging out with friends.
Plus, fully vaccinated
children do not need to
quarantine if they are

exposed to COVID-19,
meaning they can remain
in school.”
To learn more about
the COVID-19 vaccine
and the CCPHD’s vaccination plans, visit www.
chathamcountync.gov/
coronavirusvaccine. To
learn more about the
Chatham County Public
Health Department, visit
www.chathamcountync.
gov/publichealth or
www.facebook.com/chathamhealth.

SANFORD
DERMATOLOGY
John D. Cheesborough, MD
Dawn E. Kleinman, MD

Proudly serving Chatham County for 30 years!
Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Fall colors
This Japanese maple’s
colors sparkle on a
recent fall afternoon.
Autumn colors are
peaking across most of
cental N.C.

Check Us
OUT on

(@chathamnr)
(chathamnewsrecord)

Medical & Cosmetic
Dermatology
Accepting New Patients Self Pay & Insured*
Conveniently located in
Platinum Commons,
959 East St. Suite B in Pittsboro
*For more information regarding insurance plans please check our website.

Sanford Dermatology
Lillington Pittsboro Sanford
919-775-7926
sanforddermatology.com
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More than 4,000
U.S. locations will
open to collect
Operation Christmas
Child shoebox gifts
for the Samaritan’s
Purse project. Local
volunteers are
preparing to collect
shoebox gifts
during National
Collection Week,
through Monday,
Nov. 22, offering a
curbside option.
Courtesy of Samaritan’s
Purse

3 churches serve as
drop-off location for
Samaritan’s Purse project
CN+R Staff Report
More than 4,000 U.S. locations will
open to collect Operation Christmas
Child shoebox gifts for the Samaritan’s
Purse project. Volunteers are preparing
to collect shoebox gifts during National
Collection Week, Nov. 15-22, offering a
curbside option.
Operation Christmas Child has been
collecting and delivering shoebox gifts
— filled with school supplies, hygiene
items and fun toys — to children
worldwide since 1993. This is a project
that everyone can still be a part of, even
with COVID-19 restrictions.
Individuals, families and groups still
have time to transform empty shoeboxes into fun gifts. The project partners
with local churches across the globe to
deliver these tangible expressions of
God’s love to children in need. Find a
step-by-step guide on the How to Pack a
Shoebox webpage.
“In the midst of the pandemic, children around the world need to know
that God loves them and there is hope,”
said Franklin Graham, president of
Samaritan’s Purse. “A simple shoebox
gift opens the door to share about the
true hope that can only be found in
Jesus Christ.”
Those interested in more information
on how Operation Christmas Child is
making adjustments during its National Collection Week can visit the organization’s Important COVID-19 Updates
webpage for the latest information and
answers to Frequently Asked Ques-

tions. The site can be found at www.
samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/.
Operation Christmas Child, a project
of Samaritan’s Purse, seeks to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to
children in need around the world and,
together with the local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ. Since 1993, Operation Christmas
Child has collected and delivered more
than 188 million gift-filled shoeboxes to
children in more than 160 countries and
territories.
Participants can find the nearest
drop-off location and hours of operation as they make plans to drop off their
shoebox gifts.
Local locations include:
• Pittsboro Baptist Church, 121 W.
Salisbury St., Pittsboro, during these days
and times: Wed., Nov. 17: 5-7 p.m.; Thur.,
Nov. 18: 1-3 p.m.; Fri., Nov. 19: 5-7 p.m.;
Sat., Nov. 20: 10 a.m.-noon; Sun., Nov.
21: 1-4 p.m.; Mon., Nov. 22: 10 a.m.-noon.
• Loves Creek Baptist Church, 1745 E.
11th Street, Siler City, during these days and
times: Wed., Nov. 17: 1-3 p.m.; Thu., Nov.
18: 1-3 p.m. and 5-7 p.m.; Fri., Nov. 19: 1-3
p.m.; Sat., Nov. 20: 1:30-4 p.m.; Sun., Nov.
21: 1:30-4 p.m.; Mon., Nov. 22: 9-11 a.m.
• Tyson’s Creek Baptist Church, 10891
Siler City Glendon Rd., Bear Creek, during
these days and times: Wed., Nov. 17: 4:306:30 p.m.; Thu., Nov. 18: 5-7 p.m.; Fri.,
Nov. 19: 6-8 p.m.; Sat., Nov. 20: 10 a.m.noon; Sun., Nov. 21: 3:30-5:30 p.m.; Mon.,
Nov. 22: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
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Personal trainer accused of sexual assault
From Chatham County
Sheriff’s Office
CHAPEL HILL — The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office is
currently investigating allegations of sexual assault occurring at 1251 The Preserve Trail,
Chapel Hill. Investigators say
property owner Albert Karali

Jr., 62, has been operating a
personal business out of his
home address for years. Two
of Karali’s former clients have
now come forward to report
being sexually victimized by
Karali at his residence between
2014 and 2021.
The Sheriff’s Office has since
charged Karali with two counts

of felony 2nd degree forcible sex
offense, two counts of sexual battery, and two counts of practicing
massage therapy without a license. However, the investigation
remains ongoing as authorities
attempt to gather more details
about Karali’s business and his
interactions with clients.
“At this time, we cannot

rule out the existence of other
victims,” says Sheriff’s Office
Lieutenant Sara Pack. “We encourage anyone with information about Karali or his alleged
sexual misconduct to contact
investigators immediately. If
you or someone you know has
been a victim of sexual abuse
or assault, we implore you

to call 919-542-2911 to speak
with an investigator and file a
report as soon as possible.”
Karali was booked into the
Chatham County Detention
Center under a $60,000 secured
bond ahead of his scheduled
court appearance in Chatham
County District Court in Pittsboro on Nov. 17.
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Our programs target and provide support to referred students with
the highest risks for underachievement due to poverty and instability by
attending to the holistic needs of the individual youth which are required to
overcome adversity and find success through sustained resiliency.
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National Day of Giving
Celebration

VISIT G ALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

Tuesday, November 30th 9a-5p
with

Connie Fenner State Farm
We will be collecting:
• Canned goods & Non-Perishable food items
beneﬁting CORA
• New/Gently Used coats for kids & adults for the
local area (Baby It’s Cold Outside!)
Join us for lunch 11:30am – 1pm We will be grilling out!
Receive a small gift of appreciation for your donation
For additional information, visit our website!

Wanderlust

CALL US AT
919-918-0368

IS AHEAD

SO WH AT’S STOPPING YOU?
You have done amazing things. You’ve packed
your stuﬀ in a backpack and trekked across
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an
800 square foot apartment in the city.
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SCAN HERE to take our
“Rightsize your life”
assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By

THE CN+R REVIEW | NEIL MORRIS

Sumptuous Western ‘The Harder
They Fall’ is a new take on a old yarn

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

Straddling the line
between homage and revisionism,
“The
Harder
They
Fall”
features
forNEIL MORRIS gotten
figures
Film Critic
to tell
an old
tale inside a burnished
tableau. The opening title
cards declare that while
the story is fictional,
“These. People. Existed.”
— these people being an
assemblage of actual
African-Americans in
the Old West who, while
contemporaries of the
well-known legends of
yesteryear, have been lost
to the dustbin of history.
Writer-director Jeymes
Samuel (aka British
singer-songwriter “The
Bullitts”) lends his contemporary musical ear
and cinematic eye to this
postmodern spin on the
spaghetti Western.
In real life, the cast
of characters, many
ex-slaves, were outlaws,
lawmen, rodeo performers, and even mail
carriers. Samuels re-purposes their legacies into
antiheroes in an old-fashioned revenge tale. Years
ago, bad guy Rufus Buck
(Idris Elba) gunned down
the parents of young Nat
Love before carving a
cross into Love’s forehead. The embittered
Love (Jonathan Majors)
grows up to become an
outlaw himself, along
with a gang that includes
long-suffering girlfriend
Stagecoach Mary (Zazie
Beetz) and gunmen Bill
Pickett (Edi Gathegi)
and Jim Beckwourth (RJ
Cyler).
Love’s lifelong thirst
for vengeance is renewed

Your Chatham
Real Estate Source

Downtown Siler City

OLD NORTH STATE

We’ve
Moved our
Siler City
Location!

INSURANCE SERVICES 919-742-3422

110 E. Raleigh St.
Siler City
919-663-0073
Please stop in for all of
your Real Estate needs

(Next door to the Post Oﬃce)

Regina
King, Idris
Elba and
LaKeith
Stanfield
star in ‘The
Harder
They Fall.’
Courtesy of
Netflix

THE HARDER
THEY FALL
GRADE: B +
DIRECTOR: Jeymes
Samuel
STARRING:
Jonathan Majors,
Idris Elba, Zazie
Beetz, Regina
King, Delroy
Lindo, Lakeith
Stanfield, RJ
Cyler, Danielle
Deadwyler and
Edi Gathegi
MPAA RATING: R
RUNNING TIME: 2
hr. 17 min.
when Buck is sprung
from prison by his own
gang, chiefly the brutal
Trudy Smith (Regina
King) and contemplative quick-draw artist
Cherokee Bill (Lakeith
Stanfield). When Buck
and company reclaim the
African-American-inhabited town of Redwood,
Love makes his way
there with the added aid
of marshal Bass Reeves
(Delroy Lindo) and bar
bouncer Cuffee (Danielle
Deadwyler), patterned
after the real-life Cathay
Williams, a black woman
posing as a man credited as the first female to
enlist in the US Army.
Samuels applies a
glossy varnish to the
well-worn retribution
yarn, incorporating

hip-hop elements into
the score to compliment
some slick, eye-popping
camera work — Mihai
M laimare’s cinematography is truly
awards-worthy. Each
scene holds the potential
for a sensory feast — as
just one passing but
memorable example, an
overhead shot captures
two characters in conversation on a sunbathed
dirt street, with the
casted horizontal outline of their silhouettes
projecting their gestures.
Yeah, the grit and grime
is often offset by some
incongruous set design
— when Love and Cuffee
rob a bank in a white
town, all the buildings
are literally painted all
white, a silly but striking
spectacle. Still, there is
some ingenious visual
flair at work, all of it the
evolutionary offspring of
Sergio Leone.
A film cast is truly
heavyweight when Idris
Elba is a relatively minor
player. Majors’ star
continues its steady rise,
backed by memorable
turns from King, Stanfield, Deadwyler, and
Lindo. Samuels is more
dedicated to historical
stimulation than historical fidelity — you’ll glean
more facts from Wikipedia than the film itself.
But Westerns have long
been a product of atmospherics, and in that vein
“The Harder They Fall” is
a transgressive take on a
proven formula.
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An explanation, of sorts
I have been visiting my new
favorite grocery store every
Wednesday
and aside
from always
ordering
some pizza
we’ll have for
dinner later, I
have two “TO
DO” lists.
DEBBIE
One: I have
MATTHEWS
a
grocery
list
The Curious
that varies,
Cook
but usually
includes produce, sometimes
yogurt, and more prepared
meals than it should.
Two: I visit certain products the same way I would if
TJ Maxx or Talbots started
carrying Chanel or Louboutin:
keeping my hands behind my
back I gaze wonderingly and
dream.
As one enters, the first of
these demonic triggers materializes before my tired, hungry

eyes.
A square table far in the
distance is turned diagonally
and can be viewed from almost
the second I walk through the
door. Its contents are equally
visible.
It is stack after stack of
boxes of their chocolate chip
cookies that are probably
better than I could make. Then
they went ahead and doubled
the chocolate chips and added
some kind of demonic chocolate shards.
But it’s the bright white
strip on the prow of this ship
of desire that makes me weak
in the knees. It is to me what
Kate Winslet was to hordes of
tweens coming of age in the
mid-90s.
It is a sculpture which almost literally brings me to my
knees.
It is tubs of their very delicious buttercream.
B.U.T.T.E.R.C.R.E.A.M.

To my equal parts pride and
shame, I’ve never left with one
of those tubs ‘o love.
Then I walk past the wall of
cakes. I guess they have three
or four or six other cakes, but
my gaze is always locked on
their white cake. More of that
soul-destroying buttercream
covering and thickly dividing
what eats like angel’s food but
with just enough structural
integrity to support the buttercream.
I buy nothing, I can’t afford
the calories.
After ordering the pizza,
I eventually wander over to
the premade stuff, including
artisan sandwiches, delicious
food from all around the world,
glorious, gorgeous salads,
and perfectly prepared diner
classics.
I usually pick up a couple,
but limit my purchases because they can quickly become
a drain on my wallet that I

can’t afford.
Then I reach the most perfidious portion of the store.
In the back corner waiting
for me after just about every
temptation has tried my soul
beyond human endurance.
I see you, Job. The struggle
is real.
After all of that, I come to
the area which shelter the boutique butcher and the cheese
nirvana.
I come to this modest little
square pink meat about the
size of a child’s wooden block.
It’s hermetically sealed and
a pound of it is, at last check,
two hundred twelve dollars per
pound. $212.
It’s the Japanese beef that
comes from cattle that are
living their best lives. Each
muscle fiber is accompanied
by an equally-sized strand of
fat. It makes the beef a very
pale, but healthy and delicious
scarlet.

Jay Parker, Gary Phillips, Miranda Parker, Crystal Fisher, Don Basnight, Adam Phillips, Terri Turner, Mary Maloney, Ken Tunnell

We are cooperative, social-minded,
curious, inclusive, searching.
A niche firm with an environmental ethic.
Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.
919-929-5658 • info@WeaverStreetRealty.com

WeaverStreetRealty.com

The Kid and I once went to a
dinner and were served Wagyu
carpaccio. Slivers of beef that
were silky and ridiculously,
spellbindingly flavorful. The
salty, iron flavor of organ meat
was tempered and made luxurious by all that amazing fat.
Finally, one Wednesday
night after a pretty good week
at work, I succumbed and purchased a cube for a pre-dinner
treat.
So, I planned to do a specially plated, hopefully attractive
photo shoot.
I sliced it, and sprinkled a
couple with large, flaky finishing salt.
And the next think I know
I’m standing in the middle of
the living room, looking at an
empty plate and licking my
fingers.
…and that’s why, Gentle
Reader, there are no photos
this week.
Thanks for your time.
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David Bradley

As the Mosaic development continues in its upward progress, the Jersey Mike’s restaurant is open for business.

Jersey Mike’s Subs open in Pittsboro
From Jersey Mike’s Subs
PITTSBORO — Jersey
Mike’s Subs, known for
its fresh sliced/fresh
grilled subs, opened at 60
Mosaic Blvd., in Pittsboro
on November 3.
Franchise owner Charlie Farris held grand opening and fundraiser from
Wednesday, November 3
to Sunday, November 7 to
support Northwood High
School Boosters Friends
and Alumni Association.
Customers with a special
fundraising coupon could
make a minimum $2
contribution to NHSBFAA
in exchange for a regular
sub.
“We are thrilled
to bring the best sub
sandwich on the planet to Pittsboro,” said
Farris. “Many of our
new employees attend
Northwood High School
and play on the sports
teams there, so the NHS
BFAA (Boosters, Friends,
and Alumni Association)

seemed like a perfect
partner for our grand
opening fundraiser. Mr.
Vernon, the athletic
director, has been an
awesome partner so far,
and we look forward to
working closely with
Northwood and their
athletic department.”
Guests can place takeout orders in-store or for
pickup through the website or through the Jersey
Mike’s app. Additionally,
delivery is available in
most areas through the
Jersey Mike’s app or
through third-party delivery partners. Curbside
pickup is available for
orders placed in Jersey
David Bradley
Mike’s app.
Jersey Mike’s premium Sandwich makers at the new Jersey Mike’s in Pittsboro work quickly
meats and cheeses are
to produce subs made to order. The restaurant is in the new Mosaic
development, behind the Refuel gas station/convenience store.
sliced on the spot and
piled high on in-store
baked bread. Jersey
Mike’s fans crave their
off with an exquisite zing
The restaurant’s hours
Jersey Mike’s besubs made Mike’s Way®
of “the juice,” red wine
are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
lieves that making a sub
with the freshest vegevinegar and an olive oil
seven days a week. You
sandwich and making
tables – onions, lettuce
blend. Authentic cheescan contact this location
a difference can be one
and tomatoes – topped
esteaks are grilled fresh.
directly at 919-533-4227.
and the same. Since 2010,

David Bradley

Hungry patrons wait patiently in Pittsboro as employees of one of the new
restaurants in town, Jersey Mike’s, craft each sandwich made by order.

David Bradley

A customer walks out of the new Jersey Mike’s in PIttsboro Saturday
afternoon with a hand-made sub sandwich. The new restaurant is in the
Mosaic development, across the street from Northwood High School.

NEWS BRIEF
COA’s ‘Angel Tree’ program
seeks help
The Chatham County Council on Aging will hold its annual Angel Tree event
through Dec. 3. To participate, persons
may go to the Council’s Eastern Center,
365 Hwy. 87 North, Pittsboro or the Western Center, 112 Village Lake Rd., Siler

City. Beginning Friday, Angel Trees will
go up inside both centers. Participants
may request any number of angels and
return gifts by Dec. 3. Delivery will take
place Dec. 3-17.
For more information, contact Liz
Lahti at 919-542-4512 or email liz.lahti@
chathamcoa.org
— CN+R staff reports

Jersey Mike’s locations
throughout the country
have raised more than $65
million for local charities.
In 2021, the company’s
11th Annual Jersey
Mike’s Month of Giving
in March raised over $15
million for more than 200
charities nationwide.
Jersey Mike’s Subs,
with more than 2,000
locations nationwide,
serves authentic fresh
sliced/fresh grilled
subs on in-store freshly
baked bread — the same
recipe it started with in
1956. Passion for giving
in Jersey Mike’s local
communities is reflected
in its mission statement
“Giving…making a
difference in someone’s
life.” For more information, please visit jerseymikes.com or follow us
on Facebook (facebook.
com/jerseymikes),
Instagram (instagram.
com/jerseymikes), and
Twitter (twitter.com/jerseymikes.com).
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CHATHAM CHAT | CORA’S HOLIDAY PLANS

‘Turkey Tuesday’ and donations highlight Chatham
Outreach Alliance’s commitment to the hungry
It’s Thanksgiving season, which means CORA
— the Chatham Outreach
Alliance — is working
overtime to provide food
to individuals and families within the community who are in need during
difficult economic times.
This week, we speak
with Melissa Driver
Beard, CORA’s executive
director, about “Turkey
Tuesday” and other holiday preparations.
Driver Beard has been
working in the nonprofit
sector for nearly 30 years
at local, state, national
and international levels.
After working for many
years in developing
countries, she made the
decision to address poverty and hunger closer
to home and began her
work with CORA in 2019.
Beard is a North Carolina
native, a UNC-Chapel
Hill graduate, a self-proclaimed “travel addict”
and proud mom.
How did this summer
and fall — with COVID still
around — compare to last
summer and fall for CORA
and its staff and volunteers?
This past summer, with
the exception of continuing to serve outside, was
a bit more “normal.”
By that, I mean service
numbers were closer
to pre-COVID service
numbers. We averaged
serving 33 families per
day throughout the summer. Summers tend to be
a bit slower for us; preCOVID service numbers
were close to 25 families
per day.
Food price increases and
supply chain issues have
made it harder for many
families to access food and
prepare meals. What does
all that mean for the 10%
of Chatham residents who
already faced food insecurity?
It means they should
come to CORA. We have
been incredibly fortunate
and continue to receive
significant donations of
both food and funding.
We were (and still are)
well supplied with dry
goods, shelf stable groceries, baked items, dairy,
eggs, meat, and produce.
We have even been able
to re-institute a degree
of client choice in our
drive-thru.
You’ve kicked off your
Holiday Food Drive. What’s
taking place, and what are
your biggest needs?
Yes! Mountaire is
donating 100 holiday
food boxes. We are able
to purchase turkeys
through the Food Bank of
Central and Eastern N.C.
this year.
Turkey Tuesday — our
holiday food drive at Food
Lion Governors Club
— was held all day on

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

CORA Executive Director Melissa Driver Beard (left) and Community
Support Manager Meredith Katibah sort fruits to be distributed to families
in need of food.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Volunteer Bob Goetze sorts supplemental
food bags for CORA recipients. He started
volunteering at CORA earlier this year.

Tuesday of this week.
For those who want to
donate through the holidays, our most needed
items include:
• small turkeys/turkey
breasts
• mini hams
• boxed stuffing/cornbread mix
• packets of gravy
• canned fruit/veggies
• pie/cookie/brownie
mix
• fresh apples (please
package in a separate bag
to prevent damage)
How can people help?
People can help by
spreading the word to
those facing hunger that
CORA is here for them
through the pantry (10
a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday
through Thursday) and
Mobile Markets (in Siler
City at Technology Way
every fourth Tuesday
from 10 a.m. to noon and
every second Tuesday
at Nature Trail from 4-6
p.m.)
At CORA, we often get
the question, “Should I
donate food, or should
I just write a check?”
The simple answer is to
do what makes you feel
more connected to our
mission. Both help us
feed those facing food
insecurity in our community.
If you prefer to shop
and donate food, we just
ask that you check in and
see what our needs are.
You can find this information on our website
at www.corafoodpantry.
org/ways-to-give/donate-food/. Each month,
we curate the food list
each to match our inventory and provide families
with the food they want.
Monetary donations
are important too! We
are able to buy food in

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

CORA’s Meredith Katibah speaks with a client at the organization’s Pittsboro location Monday.
bulk at wholesale prices,
cheaper than food on sale
at the grocery store. Your
cash donation is going to
supply more food for people in need. Also, money
that is donated can go
toward buying fresh food
like meat, produce, dairy,
and bread which are all
great additions to the
shelf stable foods that are
donated.
Of course, we also
always need volunteers.
To become a volunteer
at CORA, please email
meredith@corafoodpantry.org.
It’s Thanksgiving season…what are you and your
staff at CORA most thankful
for?
Personally, I’m most

thankful for my son.
But I think I can speak
for the CORA team
when I say that we are
thankful for the opportunity to serve our
neighbors. We are also
thankful for CORA’s
many volunteers.
We saw what it was like
during 2020 to try to run
this operation without
them! It was so hard —
and so quiet! We’re glad
to have them and the
spirit they bring with
them back at CORA. I
think we’re thankful for
each other, too. Like so
many others, we all went
through some trying
times last year and that
made us a lot closer as a
team. We really rely upon
one another to get things
done!

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Enrique Romero-Hermandez, a CORA volunteer,
helps prepare for the distribution.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Michelle Sherman, who began volunteering for
Staff photo by Kim Hawks CORA last year, is one of the many helpers who
make CORA’s efforts successful.
A steady line of cars arrived as soon as CORA’s food pantry opened on Monday.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THOUSANDS

Mountaire’s holiday event
SILER CITY — Mountaire Farms
distributed 5,000 boxes to 83 total organizations at Saturday’s “Thanksgiving
for Thousands” event.
About 150 volunteers — including
Mountaire employees, family members
and elected officials — were in attendance. Mountaire Farms partnered

with Piggly Wiggly to purchase canned
goods for the food distribution, and will
do so again for Christmas for Thousands
Congressman Ted Budd, Siler City
Commissioners Chip Price, Lewis Fadely and Curtis Brown, and Town Manager Roy Lynch were in attendance

“This was a great event that displayed the coordination and teamwork
of our company’s departments while
giving back to the community,” said Sasha Duncan, the community relations
manager for Mountaire Farms of North
Carolina. “It was exciting to see our
production, shipping, purchasing, live,

and even more departments chip in to
pack boxes for thousands of members
of the Chatham County and surrounding communities.”
Mountaire Farms is excited to expand these efforts and host its first Siler
City Christmas for Thousands event on
Saturday, Dec. 11.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

In these photos taken during Saturday’s ‘Thanksgiving for Thousands’ event at Mountaire, employees
and other volunteers work to help distribute 5,000 boxes of food to be distributed among churches
and nonprofit organizations. Mountaire plans a similar event closer to Christmas.

COVID-19

Pittsboro ends mask mandate
CN+R Staff Report
PITTSBORO — Pittsboro has ended
its indoor mask mandate after reinstating it in late September.
COVID-19 cases throughout N.C.
have seen a downward trend, including
in Chatham County. According to the
Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s COVID-19 County Dashboard,
Chatham County’s positivity rate is at

3%, below the 5% goal the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services
has established.
However, the CDC has also penned
Chatham County as an area of “substantial community spread.” The agency suggests Chatham County residents
should continue to wear their masks to
lower the community spread.
“Everyone in Chatham County,
North Carolina should wear a mask in

public, indoor settings,” according to
the CDC’s website.
Pittsboro originally reinstated its
mask mandate in September due to
a rise in COVID-19 cases across Chatham County due to the Delta variant.
Chatham COVID numbers have since
decreased, and, according to Mayor Jim
Nass’ press release, this allowed for
Pittsboro to end its masking requirement on Nov. 9.

“As a result of improving COVID-19
trends since the amendment was
entered, the undersigned determines
that in consideration of all available
data related to the impacts of COVID-19
in the Town of Pittsboro, the Amended
Proclamation of a State of Emergency
related to COVID-19 heretofore entered
on Sept. 24, 2021, is no longer necessary
and is therefore rescinded and terminated,” Nass said in the release.
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AVA (HMO POS)
keeps you healthy. Really.

$0

premiums,
deductibles
and generic drugs

• Dental, Vision, Hearing
• 24/7 concierge & virtual
care options
• $40 every month to
spend on eligible
over-the-counter items.
• Gym membership
...and lots more. for real.

Come join us at one of the events below to learn
about Medicare Advantage plans offered by
Alignment Health Plan.
Thu 12/2
1:00 pm
Golden Corral
3424 Capital Blvd
Raleigh

Tue 12/7
11:00 am
Golden Corral
3424 Capital Blvd
Raleigh

No catch. Just call 1-888(TTY 711)
8am - 8pm, 7 days a week or visit
alignmenthealthplan.com to learn more.

Alignment Health Plan is an HMO, HMO POS, HMO C-SNP, HMO D-SNP and PPO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the California, Nevada and
North Carolina Medicaid programs. Enrollment in Alignment Health Plan depends on contract renewal. Alignment Health Plan complies with applicable federal civil
rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Benefits listed are for AVA (HMO POS) plan. Benefits vary by
plan. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 888-979-2247 (TTY: 711).
Y0141_22346EN_M

B18 | Chatham News + Record | NOVEMBER 18 - 24, 2021

SHARE YOUR VOICE IN THE 2021 CHATHAM
COUNTY COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT!
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE FOR ALL
CHATHAM COUNTY COMMUNITY MEMBERS:

Join a conversation in your community to
share your stories and perspectives about
living in Chatham County! Everyone who
lives, works, plays, and/or worships here is
invited to tell their own story. Visit the
website below to find times, dates and
locations for the next event!
chathamhealthalliancenc.org/storycircles

Submit a photo that shows Chatham County
through your eyes! Participate in the 2021
Chatham County Community Assessment by
submitting photos answering 1 of 4
prompts:
What home looks like for you in
Chatham
What your life looks like in Chatham
What you think is the best of Chatham
How you see yourself reflected in
Chatham
chathamhealthalliancenc.org/chathamsnapshots
NEW: Participants automatically entered into
weekly drawing for $20 VISA gift card!

Take the 2021 Community Assessment
Supplemental Survey to share your thoughts
and opinions about health and well-being in
Chatham County!
chathamhealthalliancenc.org/supplemental-survey
CALL (919) 704-4421
EMAIL CHATHAMTALKS@CHATHAMCOUNTYNC.GOV
ONLINE AT WWW.CHATHAMHEALTHALLIANCENC.ORG/
COMMUNITY-ASSESSMENT

