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Amazing 
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Since 2002

Jackie Behr, PA
Cell: (904) 651-3116
jackiebehr.watsonrealtycorp.com

SOLD SOLD

4059 Eagle Landing Pkwy $635,00010355 Adventura Drive $655,361

Cell: 904.651.3116 
jackiebehr.watsonrealtycorp.com

 FOR SALE Lake Asbury Acreage with two dwellings. This 
remarkable property has just under 18 acres!$1,200,000
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By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

DOCTORS INLET – Keith Madsen was 
happy, yet skeptical when he read the 
notice taped to the side of the collection 
bin at the Doctor’s Inlet Environmental 
Convenience Center that said curbside 
pickups would resume on Dec. 5 in the 
unincorporated areas of Clay County and 
Keystone Heights.

“I’m just surprised how long it took to 
get it back,” he said as he dumped a bin 
of bottles and cans into the oversized 
dumpters. “We’ve had to do a lot of stu�  
on our own, but it would be worse if we 
didn’t do it.”

The county was forced to halt curb-
side pickup more than two years ago 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Waste 
Management, which has the contract to 

pick up trash for the county, struggled to 
� nd as many as 10 drivers since, forcing 
conscientious residents to bag up their 
bottles, cans, plastic, boxes and paper 
and drive them to any of the � ve perma-
nent dropo�  sites or one of the seven 
temporary sites.

“Some people don’t think it’s worth 
it,” Madsen said. “I’ll be glad when they 
start picking it up, but I’ll believe it when 
I see it.”

Madsen said he drives from Orange 
Park to the Doctors Inlet transfer station 
about once a week.  

County commissioners approved 
rebates from property taxes during the 
suspension of service.

Residents should start to request bins 
now, the county said. To get a recycling 
bin, residents should visit the county’s 
website homepage, www.claycounty-

Curbside recycling pickup 
to resume in December

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

Residents like Keith Madsen (below) were relieved - and weary -- about the resumption of curbside recycling pickups.

gov.com/, and on the Garbage and Recy-
cling webpage here: www.claycountygov.
com/community/garbage-and-recycling.

Residents can also request a bin on 
the free Clay Connected app, which is 
available for Android and Apple devices in 
the app store or by calling Environmental 
Services at (904) 284-6374. Residents in 
the City of Keystone Heights should call 
Waste Management at (904) 695-0500 to 

SEE CURBSIDE, 9

2301 Park Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073

(904) 269-5195
Clive B. Rayner, DMD
Marek Ogledzki, MD, DMD
Oral, Maxillofacial & Dental Implant Surgery

(904) 789-2378 

San Jose Cecil
High School Courses, AP Capstone, Dual
Enrollment options, Career and Technical

Education, and more!

Accepting applications for 9th-12th grade Accepting applications for 9th-12th grade 
now through our website: 

anjosececil.org

JUST 12 MINUTES
FROM OAKLEAF!
904-272-2200
166 BLANDING BLVD.

12 MINUTES

WWW.GORDONCHEVY.COM

Specializing in the Dental Care of Babies, 
Children, Teens and Patients with Special Needs.

1530 Business Center Dr., Ste. 1 • Fleming Island • 904-215-4221904-215-4221
9640 Crosshill Blvd., Ste. 101 • Jacksonville • 904-404-4444904-404-4444

www.drelainemartinez.comwww.drelainemartinez.com
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Dog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveA Woman-Owned Small Business

Earn a 6.25% savings on all future 
services with our Vet2Pet loyalty 
program. Get our app, AHOP VET, 
and start earning today.

We acceptWe accept &&

Dog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They Deserve

Wishing you and your fur babies a
Happy, Safe, and Healthy Holiday Season

Protect them from Fleas, Ticks and Intestinal Parasites; Fireworks and Loud 
Noises; Rodent Poison; Harmful Plants and Fungus; Car Antifreeze; Adult 
Beverages/Alcohol; and Toxic Food Scraps.

Wishing you and your fur babies a

Call for appointment (904) 317-6555

COVID-19 Announcement: Face Mask Friendly.  We will gladly wear a 
face mask if requested. Check our website: oakleaf.vet for any new updates.

Call for appointment (904) 317-6555

                Available Now
Solensia injectable helps your cat get back to moving more freely again and 
stops osteoarthritis (OA) pain from disrupting the unique bond they share 
with you.

Solensia injectable helps your cat get back to moving more freely again and 

Because Your Pet Matters
• Wellness Exams
• Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
• Laser Therapy
• Vaccinations
• Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & Ultrasonic Scaler
• Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
• Dermatology
• General Surgery
• Diagnostic Lab On-Site

• High Definition Digital X-Ray
• Cryotherapy
• Cat and Dog Lodging & Daycare
• Bathing/Grooming
• Glaucoma (Eye) Testing
• USDA Health Certificates
• Nutritional Counseling
• Behavioral Medicine
• Canine and Feline DNA Testing

Limited boarding available for active client 
members only. Reservations required.

MON 7AM-8PM | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM | FRI 7AM-6PM | SAT & SUN CLOSED    
Contactless payment and major credit cards accepted

Dr. Glenda Wiechman | Dr. Sarah Paschall
8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | (904) 317-6555 | oakleaf.vet  

Dog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They Deserve
Limited boarding available for active client 

Dog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog & Cat Grooming available by appointment only: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They Deserve

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf  Community for over 15 YearsProudly Serving the Oakleaf  Community for over 15 Years

Proud Members of IVAPM, AVMA, FVMA, JVMS, AAFP, and Fear Free Professional

Solensia injectable helps your cat get back to moving more freely again and 

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

OAKLEAF – When Eric Stokes and Ben 
Amponin left for a pickleball tournament 
at Ormond Beach last week, they decided 
the drive was too long to come home 
without a victory.

As winners of the Ormond Beach Se-
nior Games, they face an even longer drive 
to Zephyrhills for the state championship 
on Dec. 10-11.

Pickleball has become one of the 
most-popular sports for seniors, Amponin 
said. In fact, many of the senior athletes 
at the state games will be playing a sport 
that combines tennis and ping pong.

“We moved on, we’re going to we’re 
able to play in the Florida Senior Games, 
the state competition next month Zeph-
yrhills,” Amponin said. “So far, 972 athletes 
have registered, so the majority of athletes 
are playing pickleball – more than basket-
ball, more than golf, more than volleyball 
or track and � eld. Pickleball is de� nitely 
growing in popularity.”

Amponin lives in Oakleaf; Stokes lives 
on Fleming Island. They practice at Eagle 

Landing on Fleming Island.
County and city o�  cials have been 

busy building new pickleball courts or 
converting tennis courts to keep up with 
the demand. Amponin said the reason 
is simple: it’s easy to play, especially for 
seniors.

“Tennis courts are being used less 
around the county,” he said. 

“We’re � nding that 
around the county, 
there’s more 
and 

more pickleball courts. 
They’re either painting lines or 

creating lines to play pickleball 
within the tennis courts. Where 

I live in Oakleaf, they’re going to 
build out six designated pickle-

ball courts. We used to have two 
tennis courts and they’re convert-

ing them into six speci� c or designated 
pickleball courts.

“The sport is exploding. It’s just very 

popular. It’s easy to learn. It’s simple. It’s a 
simple game. It just takes a little time to 
develop the skills.”

Another regional tournament was 
played in Jacksonville and those games at-
tracted 50-and-older players from Georgia, 
Gainesville and Eustis.

“We were determined to not come 
empty,” Amponin said of the Ormond 
Beach Games. “We accomplished that. 
Now we’re setting our sites on Zephyrhills.”

Eric Stokes (l) and Ben Amponin won the pickleball 
qualifying tournament at Ormond Beach. The Clay County duo 

now will advance to the Florida State Senior Games in December.

more pickleball courts. 
They’re either painting lines or 

creating lines to play pickleball 
within the tennis courts. Where 

I live in Oakleaf, they’re going to 
build out six designated pickle-

ball courts. We used to have two 
tennis courts and they’re convert-

ing them into six speci� c or designated 
pickleball courts.

“The sport is exploding. It’s just very 

Eric Stokes (l) and Ben Amponin won the pickleball 
qualifying tournament at Ormond Beach. The Clay County duo 

now will advance to the Florida State Senior Games in December.

around the county, 
there’s more 
and 

Clay pickleball duo qualify 
for Florida State Senior Games
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Local insurance expert: 
Expect changes in 
Social Security, 
Medicare in 2023
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Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county 
commission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down 
and take a few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, 
no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick 

to local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP 
Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor 
in your subject and send it to Managing Editor Don Coble at don@opc� a.com. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily re� ect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

This Month 
in History

OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS 

SEE CHANGES, 5

Five years ago, 2017
• “Recovering Clay” is created to raise 

money for victims in the wake of Hur-
ricane Irma.

• Brig. Gen. Paul Chauncey III of the 
Florida National Guard tells an audience 
at Camp Blanding he hopes “peace breaks 
out soon” in the Middle East during the 
post’s Veterans Day ceremony.

• Florida Sen. Rob Bradley (R-Fleming 
Island) was selected to be the Senate 
Budget Chief.

10 years ago, 2012
• John Buskager is charged with felony 

murder by the Orange Park Police after 
Andrew Stickman is found strangled in 
the Roadway Inn on Park Avenue.

• Orange Park Town Council passes an 
agreement with the nonpro� t Orange 
Park Patrons to manage and maintain the 
Orange Park State Park o�  Gano Avenue.

• The Clay County Development Au-
thority pad $450,000 for a 30-year license 
to build a $21 million baseball and soccer 

complex from Big League Dreams.

20 years ago, 2002
• Chris Chase, 12, who had been miss-

ing for a day o�  Old Jennings Road, is 
hiding in a culvert near Long Bay Road.

• The Green Cove Springs City 
Council gets a preview of what to expect 
when the new city hall is completed.

• Alice Grisham, a teacher for gifted 
students at Wilkinson Elementary, came 
to school in a Colonial Period dress dur-
ing a class on the American Revolution.

30 years ago, 1992
• Amanda Nicole Arnold, 1, of Middle-

burg wins the Little Miss Florida pageant.
• Orange Park celebrates the grand 

re-opening of the newly expanded 
public library.

• Judge William Wilkes denies 
Jacksonville-based Valuing Our Chil-
dren And Laws organization’s request a 
Middleburg mother, Crystal Gail Jones 
be sterilized after one of her children 
drowned in Black Creek and a second 
child nearly drowned in a pond.

Now back to regularly scheduled programming – and reality
By Don Coble
Managing Editor

Just when I thought it was safe to 
turn the television on again, there 
was Donald Trump, front and center 

on Tuesday, telling us we need to make 
America great again by electing him 
president.

That probably means Joe Biden will 
run again.

We just can’t 
catch a break from 
this constant, 
predictable and 
divisive political 
rhetoric. It’s two 
years from the next 
election and it’s al-
ready started. And 
in the process, the 
country continues 
to become more 
divided than ever. 
Let the insults begin.

That’s why I’m stepping away from the 
national news cycle. If it’s not an episode 
of “Yellowstone,” “Stranger Things,” “Glitch,” 
“Ted Lasso” or reruns of old sitcoms like 
“Monk,” “Psych,” “Two and a Half Men” or 

“Mom,” the television will stay o� .
Without the noise, I suddenly realized 

my utility shed needs to be rearranged. I 
moved into my new house on Valentine’s 
Day, and I just found about 10 boxes I’ve 
been ignoring that need to be emptied.

And why is the inside of my car so 
dirty? Bigger yet, why haven’t I noticed it 
during the past year?

How have I gone this long and not 
been amazed by the beauty of Spring 
Park? How did I allow myself to become 
so mesmerized by the political banter 
that I didn’t notice I had a bottle of salad 
dressing from Food Lion? I believe the 
grocery store chain left Florida in 2012. 

Like too many other people, I al-
lowed myself to become punch-drunk by 
watching election stories during the past 
year. One network promises a red wave. 

Another predicts the opposite. Mean-
while, I still had boxes that needed to be 
unpacked. And a car that needs to be 
cleaned. And a shed that’s cluttered.

I have a golf bag sitting in the corner 
of my o�  ce and it occurred to me that I 
haven’t hit a golf ball in 20 months. I used 
to play three times a week. How did I 
become so distracted?

I am choosing to be in control of my 
own thoughts. That means looking for 
� ights to Albuquerque, New Mexico, to 
see my grandson. That means exploring 
the trails and caverns at Mike Roess Gold 
Head Branch State Park. That means get-
ting back on the golf course again. Just 
wondering, but do golf balls go stale?

Maybe I will read a book. Maybe not.
It’s hard to believe it’s been more than 

20 years since I’ve gone � shing. We’re in 
one of the � shing capitals of the world 
and I elected to spend more time watch-
ing 24-hour cable news than wetting a 
line. I wish somebody would have put 
some stinkbait under my nose a year ago 
to bring me back to my senses.

I want to get back to debating who 
has the best college football team, not 

SEE REALITY, 5

By Bill Green
Green Insurance Agency

ORANGE PARK – Bill Green advises 
Medicare bene� ciaries that two historic 
announcements for next year with Social 
Security and Medicare include an ex-
pected Social Security increase of approxi-
mately 8.7%, the largest increase in the 
program’s history. Also, the Medicare Part 
B premium and Part B deductible will cost 
less with coverage for physician services, 
outpatient hospital services, durable med-
ical equipment and 
other medical and 
health services not 
covered by Part A.

According to 
Green, president 
and owner of Green 
Insurance Agency 
in Orange Park, the 
standard Part B pre-
mium in 2023 will 
re� ect a decreased 
amount of $164.50 from this year’s cost of 
$170.10. The annual deductible for Part B 
will be $226, a decrease of $7 from $233.

“In 2022 we saw a huge increase in the 
Part B premium due to the estimation of 
the cost of a new Alzheimer’s medication 
called aducanumab with the brand name 
of Aduhelm,” Green said. “The cost and us-
age were still unknown going into 2022, 
so to get ahead and create extra reserves 
for the Medicare trust fund, the Center 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services in-
creased the premiums signi� cantly.

“However due to a lower cost and 
usage than anticipated, the premium 
reduction is an attempt from CMS to pass 
some of the reserves back to people with 
Medicare Part B coverage.”

The Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services is part of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services.

The Medicare annual enrollment 
period for 2023 is underway and will end 
on Dec. 7.

“This is the time when people eligible 
for Medicare can compare the upcom-
ing 2023 coverage between original 
Medicare, Medicare Advantage, and Part 
D prescription drug plans,” Green said. 
“Medicare health and drug plan costs 
and coverages can change each year, so 
people with Medicare should look at the 

Bill Green

How have I gone this long and not 
been amazed by the beauty of 
Spring Park? How did I allow myself 
to become so mesmerized by the 
political banter that I didn’t notice I 
had a bottle of salad dressing from 
Food Lion? I believe the grocery 
store chain left Florida in 2012. 

Don Coble



CLUES ACROSS
 1. India’s ‘City of Lakes’
 7. Large marine mammals
13. Used to carry belongings when 
 traveling
14. Rechristens
16. Equally
17. Heavy plant-eating mammals
19. Millihenry
20. Japanese immigrant to N. America
22. Deep, red-brown sea bream
23. Norse gods
25. Peppermint and pekoe are two
26. Auguste __, founder of positivism
28. Self-immolation by fire ritual
29. High-resolution microscope 
 (abbr.)
30. Wide metal vessel used in cooking
31. V-shaped open trough
33. People of southern Benin
34. People of southern Ghana
36. It’s a significant creed
38. Period between eclipses
40. Furies
41. Emerged
43. Philippine Island
44. Where wrestlers battle
45. Unhappy
47. Central European river
48. Language

51. Semitransparent gemstone
53. Forming in a bottom layer
55. Distinct region
56. Broad blades
58. Leavened bread
59. Influential cosmetics exec
60. Exclamation of surprise
61. Era free of war
64. One who helps professors
65. Idealistic
67. Ornamental plants
69. Grouped
70. Kids love this street

CLUES DOWN
 1. Beloved hound
 2. Equal to 100 grams
 3. S-shaped moldings
 4. Hawaiian cliff
 5. Everyone has one
 6. Subatomic particle
 7. Ghost
 8. Adult female bird
 9. Greek temple pillars
10. Emits coherent radiation
11. Measures the width of printed 
 matter
12. Musical interval
13. Tantalizes
15. Places of worship

18. An unskilled actor who overacts
21. One who volunteers to help
24. Precaution
26. Beverage holder
27. Very long period of time
30. Bullfighting maneuvers
32. More critical
35. Sends packing in a boxing match
37. Taxi
38. Decorative Russian tea urn
39. North American Great Plains 
 natives 
42. Seize
43. A passage with access only at 
 one end
46. Cut a rug
47. Devil rays
49. Bubble up
50. Veranda
52. Outcast
54. Car mechanics group
55. Realm
57. A place to get off your feet
59. Popular music awards show
62. Consumed
63. A way to make cooler
66. Thus
68. Indicates it’s been registered
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Chris Guzewich Agency Manager 
office 904.579.2391
10151 Deerwood Park Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32256
ADV036 2202 The Western and Southern Life Insurance Company, Cincinnati, Ohio

coverage options annually to decide on 
the options that � t their health needs.”

Additionally, while Part A covers a 
portion of hospital costs for bene� ciaries, 
the deductible for 2023 is increasing from 
$1,556 to $1,600, a small $44 increase. 
Green said the second part of Part A is a 
stay in a Skilled Nursing Facility following 
a hospital stay. Medicare covers at no cost 
for the � rst 20 days in a SNF. That is a slight 
increase from $194.50 to $200 a day after 
day 20.

“Part A is no cost for the majority of 
Medicare bene� ciaries, however, if they 
or their spouse do not have at least 40 
quarters of work credits then you have to 
pay for Part A. That cost is based on the 
number of quarters you have reported,” 
said Green. “For those with at least 30 
quarters, the premium to buy Part A is 
$278, a $4 increase from 2022. Those with 

less than 30 quarters pay the full premium 
of $506, an increase of $7.”

Green o� ers more information about 
Medicare in his recently published book 
that helps baby boomers and seniors navi-
gate the complex insurance process with 
advice and tips for better decision-making. 
“Medicare Breakdown, The Alphabet Soup 
of Medicare,” is o� ered for free to those 
interested in learning more at medi-
carealphabetsoup.com. Green and his 
team have helped thousands of people 
in the Medicare and insurance coverage 
industry.

Green attends numerous conferences 
and seminars in the Medicare and insur-
ance � eld each year. Green is a member of 
the National Association of Health Under-
writers, Jacksonville Association of Health 
Underwriters, Baker County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Clay Chamber.

For more information, call (904) 717-
1176 or email bill@greeninsagency.com. 
Visit the website at https://greeninsa-
gency.com.

Changes 
from page 4

the economy. The answer is, of course, 
UCF.

I want to talk about the storylines from 
“Yellowstone,” not social media Tweets. Is 
Beth really that mean? Who will Rip take to 
the Train Station next? How the heck did 
Carter get so tall in one year?

I don’t want to see “Let’s Go Brandon” 

or “Democracy Matters” bumper stickers 
again.

One national outlet’s slogan is, “We 
report, you decide.” I decide to turn the 
channel. I decide to be in charge of my 
thoughts, opinions and priorities. If I’m go-
ing to let my emotions get the best of me, 
it will be when UCF loses or when I get 
to McDonald’s too late for the breakfast 
menu. So if you’ll excuse me, my shed isn’t 
going to organize itself.

Reality 
from page 4

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

MIDDLEBURG – Je�  Reedy was forced to 
spend $2,000 last week for an air puri� ca-
tion unit for his house on Power Line Road. 
He has to put his dog in the car and drive 
nearly two miles to walk his dog because 
the smoke is so thick along Thunder Road 
– and around much of Clay County – it has 
become something that challenges his 
health and patience.

The � re at the property owned by 
Peggy Geer started on Friday, Nov. 4. It has 
been burning since. And it probably won’t 
start spewing embers, ash and smoke for 
months.

“I bought 13 acres beside this facility 
and built my forever home,” Reedy said. 
“I’ve been in that home since April, and 
now I’m dealing with this.”

The � re is burning below ground level, 
much like a swampy peat or bog � re. Even 
with 2½ inches of rain from Tropical Storm 

Nicole, the smoke still bellows from the 
large stacks of tree debris.

The tree service was approved by the 
Department of Environmental Protection 
to operate an incinerator. However, Clay 
County Fire Rescue Chief Lorin Mock told 
the Clay Board of County Commissioners, 
the amount of material on the property 
poses a real threat to the area that will 
take time to burn out.

“The amount of organic material, both 
the timbers and the reduced material 
which the permitting apparently allowed 
to build up, has created a fairly deep-
seated � re in the area that is impossible to 
control,” he said. “It’s similar to a peat bog 
when it begins to burn. So while we don’t 
have any immediate hope for controlling 
it, it would be my goal that over time with 
continual rainfall and reduction of the 
� re it will begin to reduce the amount of 
smoke and ash. But I’ve got to tell you, it’s 

Smoldering fi re leaves Smoldering fi re leaves 
portions of Clay County portions of Clay County 
under cloud of smokeunder cloud of smoke

Piles of tree debris, underground mulch 
could take months to burn out

SEE FIRE, 9
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For The Oakleaf 

MIDDLEBURG – The Clay County Farm 
Bureau has earned a coveted award for its 
achievements in the past year. The local 
organization received the Apex Award 
at the 2022 Florida Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting.
The Apex Award is bestowed on a county 
Farm Bureau that exhibits the highest 
level of innovation, program e� ective-
ness, involvement of volunteers, and goal 
achievements in each of the six-member 
group sizes across the state.
Farm Bureau members support families 
producing food and � ber in their commu-
nities. Agriculture and related enterprises 
in Clay County provide an economic 
impact of $931 each year that supports 
19,295 jobs. Clay County Farm Bureau 
works hard to keep those jobs and dollars 
in our county.
Our members are also positive con-
tributors to our community. They serve as 
volunteers in various civic and charitable 
projects, including the Clay County Fair, 
Cattlemen’s Corporation, U/F IFAS Exten-
sion programs such as 4-H and in-school 
programs like the Future Farmers of 

America.
Gayward Hendry, Clay County Farm 
Bureau President, said members have 
worked together to earn this award, de-
voting time and dedication toward achiev-
ing common goals.
“Our volunteers are the heart of our 
organization and it makes me proud to 
be a part of an organization that works to 
better the lives of those living in our com-
munity,” he said.
Farm Bureau members will join their fel-
low volunteers across the state to lead 
various activities and programs in the next 
year. The organization announced its Ag 
Literacy Reading program will soon start 
registration. Teachers across the county 
can sign up to receive a free copy of this 
year’s Ag Literacy book and Farm Bureau 
volunteers will be in the schools reading 
to students.
Plans are beginning for the 2023 Ag Ven-
ture Field Trips at the Clay County Fair, and 
the bureau expects to see more than 900 
students participate in this educational 
experience.
For more information about the Clay 
County Farm Bureau and how to become 
involved, contact the local o�  ce at (904) 

From left, Annie Wallau-UF/IFAS Clay County Extension Direction, Eugene Hickey-Board Member, 
Clay County Farm Bureau President Gayward Hendry-President and Clay County Farm Bureau Field 
Representative for District 3 Greg Harden all shared in Clay County Farm Bureau’s Apex Award.

Farm Bureau receives
highest statewide recognition

282-0644. The Clay County Farm Bureau 
is a�  liated with the Florida Farm Bureau 
Federation. Information about the state 

organization is available at www.� orida-
farmbureau.org.
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MIDDLEBURG – After a successful two-
year test run in Palm Beach County, 
Florida’s Coordinated Opioid Recovery 
program (CORE) will soon expand to 
seven other counties in the next two 
months, including Clay County.

State and local o�  cials in the � ght 
against opioid addiction, including Florida 
Surgeon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo, Asst. 
Secretary for Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health for the Florid Department of 
Children and Families Erica Floyd Thomas, 
program architect and Deputy Secretary 
for Health Dr. Kenneth A. Scheppke joined 
o�  cials with the Clay County Health De-
partment, Fire Rescue and Clay Behavior 
Tuesday to announce the revolutionary 
program that’s designed to o� er resources 
to break the vicious cycle of addiction.

“We’re here for a terrible reason in 
terms of the opioid crisis and all the harm 
that it has in� icted on Floridians and also 
around the country,” Ladapo said. “But 
we’re also here for a really hopeful reason 
because we’ve come with a part of the 
solution.”

CORE is a comprehensive approach 

that expands overdose responses and 
treats the primary and secondary impacts 
of substance abuse disorder. 

Floridians battling with addiction can 
utilize CORE to receive medically assisted 
treatment that is specialized to sustain a 
clean pathway to success. CORE will be 
expanded in two phases. Phase one coun-
ties include Clay, Brevard, Duval, Escambia, 
Gulf, Manatee, Marion, Pasco, and Volusia 
counties.

Typically, when somebody overdoses, 
they’re taken to the nearest hospital and 
released once they are out of danger. 
Once CORE is operational, an overdose 
patient will be treated by EMTs and emer-
gency response technicians who have 
training in substance abuse. They then 
will be transported to a medical facility 
that’s also equipped to deal with addic-
tions, similar to someone who is taken to a 
trauma center.

Treatment will include a sustainable 
clinical pathway to sobriety, including a 
transfer to a multi-specialty medical group 
to start medication-assisted treatment.

“Addiction is heartbreaking for all 
involved, and we ultimately want to help 
people address the stress traumas that 
led them to addiction,” Lapapo said when 

Clay embarks on program that treats 
CORE issues of opioid addiction

Irene Toto Dr. Kenneth A Scheppkie

the program was unveiled in August. “One 
day the standard of care will address the 
trauma and the stress, but until then we 
have the evidence-based practices that 
exist in place. 

This program is an applied, inten-
sive application to managing addiction 
through powerful, e� ective practice that 
connects people to what they need to get 
out of the horri� c cycle of addiction.”

The county already has a community 
paramedicine program that focuses on 
providing treatment and Narcan kits. To 
better focus on drug-related emergencies, 
Clay County Fire Rescue recently opened 
a community paramedicine o�  ce at the 
Grande Olde Plaza in Middleburg.

“It’s important for us not to underes-
timate what it means to o� er someone a 
helping hand,” Floyd said. “And that’s our 
ultimate goal because department we’re 
able to do that. 

The CORE network maximizes those 
moments of impact by comprehensively 
connecting the pieces. In addition to 
hospital services, outpatient treatment, 
medication-assisted treatment and peer 
support services.

“We want to make sure that we’re 
meeting people at the right place, at 
the right time, in the right moment that 
we’re able to support them. We know that 

substance use disorder is not acute or 
episodic. It’s a lifelong journey of recovery, 
and we want to be here on that journey of 
recovery.”

CCFR Battalion Chief Glenn East, who 
runs the community paramedicine pro-
gram, said 24 people have remained sober 
for at least six months after participating in 
the county’s program. He also said nearly 
200 have been – or still are participating – 
in the program.

One of the 24, Tammy Bugely, told her 
gripping story of living as a heroin and 
fentanyl addict for 20 years. She said she 
struggled to remain sober for the past 16 
months.

“In May, almost two years ago, I over-
dosed,” she said. “My daughter and my 
mom found me in the bathroom, blue and 
almost dead.”

Another facet of the program is stabi-
lizing other challenges facing addicts, like 
medical and mental health conditions, 
dental care and social services that can 
help with career training, housing or food 
insecurity.

“We can cure a lot of problems in our 
society,” Scheppke said.

To seek help, either as an addict or 
a family member of an addict, or to get 
more information on community para-
medicine, call (904) 284-7703.

To seek help, either as an addict or a family member of an addict, or to 
get more information on community paramedicine, call (904) 284-7703.
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STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Anyone owning a car wash within 25 miles 
of the Keystone Airport probably had a very busy weekend after 
the three-day Krawlin’ for the Fallen event. Mud-boggers and 
trail riders found themselves – and their vehicles – caked with 
mud – all while bringing awareness to O� -Road United’s program 
expected to earn $100,000 to support Gold Star families. “Our 
goal is to bring the survivors out to bridge the gap between law 
enforcement and the community,” said Krawlin’ founder Christine 
Johnson. This weekend’s event, considered one of the largest o� -
road festivals in Florida, attracted 150 survivors of fallen or injured 
� rst responders. There were more than 2,000 visitors to the air-
port, it also attracted more than 800 Jeeps and 70 vendors. Next 
year’s Krawlin’ for the Fallen is scheduled for Nov. 10-12, Johnson 
said.  

More than 2,000 More than 2,000 
kick up a little dirt to kick up a little dirt to 
support law enforcementsupport law enforcement
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Single-family homes 
now for sale at Double 
Branch in Oakleaf

For The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – PulteGroup, one of the nation’s 
leading home builders, announces sales 
are underway at Double Branch. Located 
in Double Branch is a new construction 
community o� ering single-family homes 
from the $300,000s.

“After hosting a successful VIP sales 
event, we are pleased to o�  cially open at 
Double Branch,” said Tony Nason, Division 
President of PulteGroup’s Northeast Florida 
Division. “Many of today’s buyers are look-
ing for homes in locations that are near 
outdoor recreation areas and also o� er the 
conveniences of highways and shopping. 
Our newest single-family home commu-
nity in Clay County is ideal for families of 
all ages with its innovative single-family 
homes built with the homeowner in mind.”

Double Branch o� ers 50-foot and 60-
foot homesites and 11 consumer-inspired, 
single-family home designs, ranging in 
size from 1,590 square feet to more than 
4,000 square feet. Pulte’s wide range of 
home plans includes three to seven bed-
rooms with thoughtfully designed spaces, 
sophisticated upgrades and spacious 
modern living. Model homes will open 
in early 2023. Double Branch has no CDD 
fees and low HOA dues. The community 
includes a Fiber Network that provides 

fast, reliable, multi-user internet needed in 
homes today and in the future.

Double Branch residents enjoy a 
variety of amenities including community 
parks, a children’s playground, a dog park, 
nature trails and more. The community is 
a short drive from state parks and recre-
ational areas.

Double Branch is zoned for excellent 
schools in the Clay County Public School 
District that are less than � ve miles away. 
The community is less than one mile from 
the First Coast Expressway and near shop-
ping and retail centers.

Double Branch is located at 3495 
Kindlewood Dr. For more information, call 
(904) 604-7656 or visit www.pulte.com/
jacksonville.

request bins. Waste Management already 
is delivering recycling bins.

The paper products bin is for clean, 
dry paper products such as newspapers, 
books, junk mail, shredded paper, and 
� attened corrugated cardboard cut into 
2-foot by three-foot pieces.

The containers bin is for rinsed con-
tainers including plastic and glass bottles 
and jars, aluminum and steel cans, and 
cartons and juice boxes.

Please place only accepted recyclable 
items in the bins and keep containers and 
paper products separate.

Residents can expect their curbside 
recycling to be picked up on the sa.m.e 
day their yard trash is picked up. 

Place recycling bins curbside by 6 a.m. 
on your collection day. Use the “Collec-
tion Day Lookup” to � nd your recycling 
collection pick-up dates here: www.
claycountygov.com/community/garbage-
and-recycling/residential-curbside-servic-
es-recycling, or select “Curbside Collection” 
from the Environmental Services home 
page at “Garbage and Recycling” under the 
“Community tab.”

Waste Management will continue to 
service the seven temporary recycling 
drop-o�  sites through Dec. 18.

Temporary drop-o�  locations:
• Fleming Island Library, 1895 Town 

Center Blvd., Fleming Island, open sunrise 
to sunset

• Oakleaf Community Park, 3979 Planta-
tion Oaks Blvd, Orange Park, open sunrise 
to sunset

• Ronnie Van Zant Park, 2760 Sandridge 
Road, Green Cove Springs, open sunrise to 

sunset
• Sunrise Park, 7933 Sunrise Blvd, Key-

stone Heights, open sunrise to sunset
• Walter Odum Park, 450 Parkwood Dr., 

Orange Park, open sunrise to sunset
• Former Kingsley Lake Volunteer Fire 

Station, 6343 Seminole St., open sunrise to 
sunset

• Omega Park, 4317 County Road 218, 
Middleburg, open sunrise to sunset

 Residents can continue to bring recy-
cling to the permanent drop-o�  sites.

Permanent drop-o�  sites:
• Clay Hill Environmental Convenience 

Center, 5869 CR 218, Middleburg, open 
Thursday through Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.

• Doctor’s Inlet Environmental Con-
venience Center, 288 Sleepy Hollow Rd, 
Middleburg, open Thursday through 
Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

• Keystone Heights Environmental Con-
venience Center, 5505 CR 214, Keystone 
Heights, open Thursday through Saturday 
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

• Long Bay Environmental Convenience 
Center, 1589 Long Bay Road, Middleburg, 
open Thursday through Saturday, 7:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.

• Rosemary Hill Solid Waste Manage-
ment Facility, 3545 Rosemary Hill Road, 
Green Cove Springs, open Monday 
through Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Certain items should not be placed in 
recycling bins because they are consid-
ered hazardous or can damage sorting 
equipment, like medical sharps, plastic 
bags, Styrofoam, chemical containers, 
broken glass, window glass or mirrors, 
aluminum foil and clothes hangers.

There will be no collection on the fol-
lowing holidays: New Year’s Day, Thanks-
giving and Christmas. 

Curbside 
from page 1
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pretty bad.”
DEP grandfathered the permit for the 

incinerator after getting approval from 
the county’s planning and zoning depart-
ment. The property also complies with 
the Lake Asbury Master Plan, Mock said.

That’s not a lot of help to Reedy.
“Friday night (Nov 4), property owners 

were watering their homes down,” he 
said. “The � ames were over the top of the 
trees. It looked like it was raining ash. The 
neighbors have been told there is noth-
ing that can be done to put it out.

“The property owners of the homes 
surrounding it are dealing with an abun-
dant amount of stress and trauma from 
this situation.  The smell of the smoke is 
in their homes; the ash is all over their 
porches, decks, homes, cars, etc.  The cars 
have to be washed daily just so we can 
see to drive. 

The stress of possibly losing every-
thing they have worked for being lost is 
indescribable. I have videos of red show-
ers raining down on my property. The ash 
content is so bad, I can’t breathe.”

Fire and Rescue and the U.S. Forest 
Service worked together for a week to 
control the � ames. It now appears the � re 
will have to extinguish itself. The suspect-
ed embers from the incinerator probably 
ignited the � re. Mock said his agency had 
been called several times to the property 

Fire
from page 5

to put out other blazes.
Depending on the wind, the smell of 

smoke has been detected as far away as 
Clay Hill, Orange Park, Middleburg and 
Fleming Island.

What concerns Mock and Reedy is the 
winds have primarily been from the east, 
which pushes the smoke westerly. If the 
wind changes, Mock said it could ignite 
other 40-foot-tall piles of trees on � re.

“It sounds like we have a real mess,” 
said Wayne Bolla during his � nal meeting 
as the BCC Chairman.

Councilman Mike Cella said county at-
torney Courtney K. Grimm to explore the 
possibility of holding the EPA responsible.

“The quality of air there is horrible,” 
Reedy said. “What I’m asking for is help. 
Help these guys (Fire Rescue). We have to 
go outside of Clay County and get help 
because they’re telling me two to three 
months for this � re. It’s not acceptable. 
This can’t happen again.”
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By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – The Orange Park Woman’s 
Club presented a check for $5,310 to Delta 
Kappa Gamma teachers’ sorority to help 
fund the Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
project in Clay County.

Parton’s project provides free books to 
children from birth to 5 years old. Registra-
tion is free of cost and can be done at the 
hospital when a child is born or online at 
Imaginationlibrary.com.

“You can � ll in your information and 
then it will then tell you that it is available 
in your area and point you in the direction 
of online registration,” said Communica-
tions Liason for the slub, Sandy Keller.

The program is already available in 
Green Cove Springs and has just become 
available in the 32073 zip code, which 
includes Orange Park, Lakeside and Argyle 
Forest. Spreading a love of education 
and literacy has been one of many key 
aspects of the Orange Park Women’s Club, 
a volunteer, non-pro� t organization and 
a member of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs.

“The women’s club was responsible for 
starting the library services in the commu-
nity,” Keller said. “So the library is a very old 
part of the mission of the women’s club. 
That’s why this project is so important. It’s 
really been a lifelong, organizational jour-
ney for supporting education and libraries.”

Gale Miller, the Education and Libraries 
Community Service Program Chairman, 
agreed.

“Originally, in Orange Park, we helped 
to establish the library system here, so it 
really is a legacy that we’re carrying out.” 
Having founded more than 474 public 
libraries and 4,655 traveling libraries in the 
1930s, The American Library Association 
credited GFWC with establishing 75% of 
America’s public libraries. In the 21st cen-
tury, libraries continue to be an important 
part of our communities, as demonstrated 

by a 2013 survey in which 90% of Ameri-
cans, ages 16 and older, said the closing 
of their local public library would have an 
impact on their community. Literacy is 
also a catalyst for participating in social, 
cultural, political and economic activities, 
and for learning throughout life.

“Kids being exposed to books is so 
key to education. It predicts how they are 
going to do in school, and if they perform 
well in school, it opens doors to be suc-
cessful in life,” Miller said.

According to First Reader Statistics, the 
greatest amount of brain growth occurs 
between birth and 5. By the age of 2, 
children who read regularly display greater 
language comprehension, larger vocabu-
laries and higher cognitive skills than their 
peers.

“So I personally feel that it is a great 
program, and I think it helps our commu-
nity, and our schools, and hopefully, it will 
help produce people in the workforce and 
in society who are contributors,” Miller said.

“We want to instill a love of reading in 
young children,” Keller said.

Not only will the program give 
children a head start on expanding their 
vocabulary and building independence 
and self-con� dence, but having access 
to books early in life helps children learn 
to make sense of the world around them, 
build social-emotional skills and of course, 
imagination.

“Each county can partner with the 
Dolly Parton Imagination library by signing 
up and guaranteeing a certain amount of 
money to help fund the shipping cost for 
those books to that speci� c area,” Keller 
said.

“But the real goal is to see this across 
the county,” Miller said.

Green Cove Springs was the � rst to 
be selected for the program because the 
organization felt it had the most need for 
literacy among young children.

“But we are wanting to support Or-
ange Park as well, so we did a fundraiser 

to help bring those books to Orange Park,” 
Keller said.

To support the e� orts of students, 
teachers and parents, community orga-
nizations raised funds for shipping costs 
of $25 a year, for each child at the Orange 
Park Women’s Clun’s annual Rummage 
Sale.

“Throughout the year people call us 
to donate to the annual sale. Over $5,000 
were raised, We also received donations 
outside of the rummage sale,” Keller said.

If you would like to support the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library, contact the 
Orange Park Women’s Club. The Com-
mittee meets on the � rst Thursday of 
each month at 130 Kingsley Ave. Women 
seeking an opportunity to make a di� er-
ence and give back to the community are 
invited to visit orangeparkwomansclub.
com for more information. Donations 
to the Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
can also be made the to Clay Education 
Foundation.

O.P. Women’s Club raise $5,310 for Dolly Parton Imagination Library



Brinkman, McDade 
bring home gold 
OHS: Loving in two events

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

STUART - Fleming Island High bagged two 
gold medals at the FHSAA state swim-
ming and diving Class 3A championship 
meet Friday in Stuart with junior freestyler 
Maryn McDade successfully defending 
her 50 free state title and sophomore 
diver Ava Brinkman overcoming a horri� c 
diving accident to return to the top tier of 
her sport.

Brinkman, who as a freshman regis-
tered one of the top scores statewide in 

her district championships last year, had 
a diving accident in the week prior to re-
gions that ended her spectacular climb as 
one of the top upcoming divers in Florida.

“It was de� nitely a surreal experience 
especially with everything that I went 
through with the accident,” said Brinkman, 
who scored 448.85 points for the gold 
with runnerup Hadley Futch of Winter 
Springs keeping chase with a 441.80. “I 
think it was incredible to see how I grew 
up within myself and made my way back 
to win the state championship.”

For Andrea Brinkman, Ava’s mom, the 
anxiety of watching the year of recov-
ery, the return to national level diving 
competition and the training to return 
to the state high school diving ranks was 

FHSAA Swim and Dive Championships

Oakleaf High swimmers key for start of race in action this season. Knights got a handful of 
swimmers to state with Peyton Loving competing in two events.

SEE GOLD, XX

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF - Oakleaf High football coach 
Marcus Miller, thrust into the position 
by the unexpected departure of Frank 
Garis over the summer, � nished up his 
interim campaign with a � ve win, � ve 
loss season that teetered through most 
of the season at breakneck speed.

Miller started the season with a 45-8 
win over Orange Park that showed o�  
the Knights ability to score  behind 
quarterback Drew Ammons, wide 
receiver Taylor Bradshaw and running 
back Devin Outlaw. 

An excruciating 25-20 loss to Baker 
County, now in the region playo� s 
round two, Miller saw a vulnerability 
with inopportunistic penalties that 
boded some adjustment.

From there, the Knights responded 
with two wins; a 35-14 over Hollist Chris-
tian, a small startup school program, and 
a thrilling, quick-hitting district blast-
ing of Fleming Island, 26-20 (Ammon 
240 Yds passing, 2TDs, 70 Yard scoring 
bomb to Carlos Witherup), that seemed 
to propel the Knights into the playo�  
conversation. 

From there, Miller saw some of his 
best football played and some of his less 
than best football as the Knights battled 
back-to-back-to-back playo�  bound 
teams; Chiles, Creekside and Buch-
holz down to the wire in all three, but 
ultimately, all three ending in tragic � nal 
minute losses; 27-23, 49-48 and 45-31. 
Creekside and Buchholz are still playing 

in the Class 4S playo� s with wins in the 
quarter� nals. Against Chiles, Bradshaw 
had career night with 10 catches, 206 
yards and two scores; Ammon passed 
for 403 yards but Oakleaf, with a thrilling 
second half comeback failed on a late 
fourth quarter fourth down situation at 
the Chiles goal line. 

A strong, but outmanned Madison 
County team brought back-to-back 
Class 1A state titles to Oakleaf, but the 
Knights took care of business, 27-21, 

Knights end season with win

Oakleaf High linebacker Shaquille Quarterman, who was part of undefeated playo�  season for 
Knights football, accepts jersey in frame from Athletic Director Marcus Miller, left, and Principal 
Matthew Boyack in jersey retirement ceremony.

Oakleaf running back Devin Outlaw � nds 
room in Knights’ win over Madison County.

SEE FOOTBALL, 13

Fleming Island sophomore diver Ava Brinkman soars above the FHSAA scoreboard en route to 
Class 3A title.

SSPORTSPORTS
OAKLEAF
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Oakleaf Renegades quarterback Elijah Baker gets center snap from teammate Andric Rashert in 
Pop Warner second round playo�  win, 12-0, against Augusta United of Georgia. Renegades 
advance to round three and shot at Pop Warner National Tournament on Saturday at Oceanway 
Park in Jacksonville.

Three Pointer 

Oakleaf High guard Kamiya Jones lets � y with her patented corner three pointer in preseason 
clash with Creekside.

Oakleaf Renegade linebacker Jaquavion Valentine wraps up Augusta United quarterback for sack.

Renegades coach Carlos Lowe addresses team during timeout. Below: Renegades defensive front 
had goal line stand late in game.
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somewhat relieved by daughter Ava’s 
precision through the three rounds of 
state meet competition.

“I guess the year past really fast, 
from the hospital to not going to 
state to working hard to return and 
then, all of sudden, we are at state,” 
said Andrea Brinkman. “It all hit me 
when she did the last dive and I knew 
there were three other girls that could 
have caught her but I knew they were 
not able to score enough with their 
dives to catch her. I knew she had 
won.”

Ava Brinkman was unaware of 
her position on the leaderboard until 
the very end when mom Andrea 
motioned to look at the scoreboard 
behind her.

“Throughout all of my competi-
tions, I hardly ever look at the score-
board except to see my scores,” said 
Ava Brinkman, who was also district 
and region champion. “After my last 
dive, I looked to see who was in posi-
tion to possibly catch me.”

Brinkman’s clutch dive that sepa-
rated her from her two chasers; Hutch 
and St. Thomas Aquinas’ Kaitlyn Raby 
(third at 438.60) was her � nal dive.

“I felt like they were both ahead of 
me before that last dive and I scored 
an 8 and an 8.5 on my back one and 
a half half,” said Brinkman. “When I hit 
that one, I felt good that they were 
not going to catch me.”

McDade, who quietly last year 
blitzed the pool to her � rst state 
title in her specialty; the 50 freestyle, 
warded o�  all challengers; mainly a 
pesky duo from Ponte Vedra High 
School, to complete the mission a 
second time only this time with a bit 
more tension involved.

In her prelims, McDade had to 
fend o�  Ponte Vedra sophomore 
sensation Penelope Zarczynski, a 
district and region rival in the prior 

Gold
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two weeks. McDade smoothly ripped her 
fastest 50 of the season with a 23.39 with 
Zarczynski just o�  at 23.42 and Seminole’s 
Mahya Golubovic third at 23.47 in one of 
the tightest races up to that point.

In the � nal, the 1-2-3 stayed the same 
with McDade hitting the turbo to knock 
her time down to 23.07 to win with Zarc-
zynski runnerup at 223.36 and Golubovic 
third at 23.49 as the trio delivered one of 
the tighest races in recent history. 

Zarczynski turned the tables on 
McDade in the 100 free with a gold with 
McDade fourth. McDade was tied for 
second last year in the 100 free.

In other races, Fleming Island junior 
Dylan Ducut � nished 16th in the Boys 50 
free in 22.33. Ducut was disquali� ed in the 
100 butter� y as well.

In the 500 free, Fleming Island fresh-
man Elizabeth Loehr � nished 18th with 
a 5:18.34 e� ort. The winner’s time was 
4:59.30. McDade teamed with Kelsey 
Bright, Katelyn Moore and Rielly Hurley in 
the 200 free relay that � nished 16th and 
the 400 free relay that � nished 13th. 

In the 100 backstroke, Fleming Island’s 
David Goodwin � nished 16th in 56.73 
with the winner at 48.47. 

Fleming Island � nished 13th in 
women’s team scores with Ponte Vedra 
winning the top spot. 

For the boys, Nease won the state title 
with Fleming Island at 43rd. 

Orange Park’s Sebastian Lopez � nished 
12th in the 100 free with a 48.46. The win-
ner was at 45.17. 

Lopez also � nished 22nd in the 100 
breaststroke.

Lopez later teamed with Gavin Dob-
son, Aston Danninger and Kaden Dan-
ninger to get 11th in the 200 free relay in 
1:31.33. The winner was 1:25.72. 

For Oakleaf, sophomore Peyton Loving 
� nished 12th in the 100 breast stroke at 
1:08.98 with a prelim split of 1;07.77. The 
winner was at 1:01.94.

Loving also � nished 19th in the 50 
free at 25.25. Loving teamed with Olivia 
Votava, Delicia Coleman and Jazzmine 
Moore to get 14th in the 200 medley relay 
and 13th in the 200 free relay.

before readying for a clash with look 
time rival Bartram Trail in a pivotal 
district game that was last chance to 
sneak into region playo� s.

Bartram Trail, to meet Buchholz in 
the region 1-4S semi� nals, took care 
of business with a 55-20 rout that 
ended the Knights’ playo�  hopes.

Oakleaf ended their season with a 
strong 49-14 win over Clay High. 

Ammon � nished the season with 
1680 yards passing, 18 touchdowns 
and just eight interceptions, plus 365 
yards rushing with three scores. 

Football 
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Bradshaw � nished with 42 catches for 
684 yards with eight touchdowns, plus 
two interceptions on defense. Witherup 
had 24 catches with four touchdowns.

Outlaw � nished with 964 yards rush-
ing with 13 touchdowns and � ve 100-plus 
yard games. 

On defense, sophomore secondary 
ace Drake Stubbs was the enforcer for the 
Knights with 78 stops; three for losses and 
two interceptions. Bryson Keitt also had 
two picks for the Knights defense. Sopho-
more DaJon Brown led the Knights with 
79 tackles and 12 tackles for losses plus 
four sacks. Defensive tackle Prince Savea 
was strong middle man for Oakleaf with 
58 tackles and six sacks. 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

TALLAHASSEE - Fleming Island High 
junior Graham Myers was slowly ap-
proaching a possible triple  play of cross 
country with his recent district and 
region titles, but his journey for the third 
prong; the Class 3A title, fell short only 
because the defending Class 3A cham-
pion decided to set a new state course 
record on the same day.

“He (Patrick Koon, Leon, defending 
state champion) went out really fast on 
the � rst mile, like 4:38, and me and an-
other guy were chasing at 4:46,” said My-
ers. “My dad had suggested going out at 
4:50 and having some energy at the end 
which may have worked. I pleased I had 
some gas at the end to chase down Ruiz 
(Joshua Ruiz of Belen Jesuit, runnerup 
for eventual team champions) just not 
enough real estate.”

Myers, third in an outstanding 15 
minute, 42.10 second e� ort, watched 
from the lead chase pack as defend-
ing champion Patrick Koon, of Leon, 
pulled away decisively at the second 
mile to garner his second straight title in 
14:56.70. Koon’s run was the fastest time 
ever posted on the Apalachee Regional 
Park tough, hill course. 

As the runners passed mile one on 
the course, Koon was closer to both 
Ruiz and Myers in a 4:38 opener with his 
chasers at 4:46, but Koon blasted the 
second mile extend away from the � eld 
smoothly with a 9:30 two mile split with 
Ruiz and Myers 14 seconds o�  the pace. 

“He just took o�  at the top of the hill,” 
said Myers. “This is his home course and 
he has probably run that hill a hundred 
times. It was decisive.”

In second place, Belen Jesuit, a 10-
time state title team, had junior Joshua 
Ruiz able to hold o�  Myers’ surges in 
the � nal mile to take the runnerup at 
15:37.30 to hold o�  a big move by My-
ers. Belen Jesuit eventual � nished with 
four top 10 � nishers to win the state 

title again with Fort Myers; led by fourth 
placer Joseph Koraya in 15:47.20 behind 
Myers. 

All three frontrunners broke early 
from the main pack of chase runners to 
stage their own mano-a-mano battle for 
the title.

From there, teams battled after 
withstanding the furious front pace and 
settled in to get runners in at 21st (John 
Keester IV in 16:32.60), 36th (Danny 
Sakowski in 17:00.91) and 39th (Jacob 
Campbell in 17:02.90) to secure the third 
place team � nish. Fleming Island had 
slight edges in their 2-3-4-5 � nishers just 
ahead of Leon’s quartet in. 

“We were missing our good fresh-
man Andrew Boyer to a � u and, I think, if 
he had a 17 minute � nish, we catch Fort 
Myers for second place,” said Myers. 

Belen Jesuit scored at 34 points with 
Fort Myers at 125 and Fleming Island at 
144. Leon was fourth at 168 with the rest 
of the � eld over 200 points.

Ridgeview High senior Julio Ro-
driquez � nished 106th in 17:55.80. 

In the girls Class 4A race, Oakleaf 
High senior Sierra Barrera � nished eighth 
with a 19:09.90 e� ort after back-to-
back � nishes under 19 minutes at her 
disrict and region races. Barrera faced 
o�  as a chaser of a front running pace 
group that included eventual winner 
Emma O’Day of Boca Raton who won 
in 18:23.90 on the tough, hilly course. 
Just � ve runners in the girls race � nished 
under 19 minutes. 

In the team scoring, defending 4A 
champion Buchholz repeated as cham-
pions with Barrera � nishing ahead of all 
of the Buchholz runners after � nishing 
among the Bobcats top three runners at 
district and regions.

Just one local runner, Creekside 
freshman Alyson Johnson � nished 
ahead of Barrera with her sixth place � n-
ish with Buchholz’ � rst runner in at 11th.

Behind Buchholz were Braddock 
High, Niceville and Creekside. 

Oakleaf High senior Sierra Barrera capped strong season with eighth place � nish in Class 4A. 

Barrera eighth at state XC

SEE XC, 14
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In the Class 3A girls race, won by Lillee 
Tang of Leon, who also won the region 
1-3A race last week, Osceola High and 
Dillard � nished 1-2 ahead of defending 
champion Ponte Vedra with Fleming 
Island eighth.

Fleming Island senior Katelyn Thomp-
son was top � nisher for the Golden Eagles 
in at 37th in 19:51.70. Thompson was 
followed by junior Reese Scott at 48th 
in 20:06.40, junior Allie Knotts at 56th in 
20:14.80 and freshman Brooke Reynolds 
at 65th in 20:21.10. Reynolds sprinted to 
top Fleming Island � nisher last week at 
the region 1-3A race.

Only Ponte Vedra, Leon and St. Augus-
tine in sixth � nished ahead of the Fleming 
Island girls team among north Florida 
area programs. 

Also in the Class 3A race, Middle-
burg High’s Molly Burt � nished 129th in 
21:46.30. 

In Class 1A, St. Johns Country Day 
School girls team, led by sophomore Re-
becca Stratton at 84th in 21:28.50 � nished 
27th. 

In the boys Class 1A race, St. Johns 
Country Day School junior Richard Nich-
ols � nished 95th in 18:01.00.

In Class 2A, Bolles boys team won 
that team title behind a 15:25.60 winning 
e� ort by senior Aidan Ryan. Bolles senior 
Jillian Candelino won her race in 17:43.30 
to put Bolles ahead of Episcopal for the 
girls team title.

XC
from page 13
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Registration, catalog, photos and 
terms available at www.moec-
kerauctions.com Preview: 11/16 
by appointment. Call for details 
(954) 252-2887 | (800) 840-BIDS                          
(No onsite attendance)

AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of he first 50 callers 
and save $1,500!  CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consulta-
tion.

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 

FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-636-1910.  Ask 
about our specials!

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs.  
Call Now! 888-460-2264

Classifieds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the first week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the first run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior 
to the first insertion cancellation 
must be made by classified 
deadline of Monday by noon. Ads 
must comply with Federal, State a 

local laws. We are not responsible 
for ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMERCIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week $23
2 week $24          2 week $40	
3 week $32          3 week $57
4 week $40          4 week $72

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column inch 
with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 

1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3” $160 for 4 weeks 

Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
lVIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español
lDental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258
lA� en� on oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
lPrepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request 
a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176
lEliminate gu� er cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gu� er protec� on. Schedule 
free LeafFilter es� mate today. 20% off  En� re Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as li� le as ONE DAY! 
Aff ordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Life� me 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725
lDonate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deduc� ble. 
Call 1-800-245-0398
lHughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no ma� er 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installa� on.  Call 866-499-0141
lBecome a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consulta� on, 
produc� on, promo� on & distribu� on. Call for free 
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads
lPut on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original - originally $129.95 - now w/this special off er  

only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-888-805-0840
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installa� on, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric� ons apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516
lThe Generac PWRcell solar plus ba� ery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full installa� on services. $0 down 
fi nancing op� on. Request free no obliga� on quote. 
1-877-539-0299
l Vivint. Smart security. Professionally installed. One 
connected system for total peace of mind. Free 
professional installa� on! Four free months of monitoring! 
Call  to customize your system. 1-833-841-0737
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. 
Comprehensive life� me warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installa� on and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off  - limited � me! Financing available. 
1-855-417-1306
lProtect your home from pests safely and aff ordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and mosquito control. Call for a 
quote or inspec� on today 844-394-9278
lSwitch and save up to $250/yr on  talk, text & data. 
No contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with 
fl exible data plans. Premium na� onwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer service. Limited � me get $50 off  any 
new account. Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048
lA� en� on Homeowners! If you have water damage  and 
need cleanup services, call us! We’ll get in & work with 
your insurance agency to get your home repaired and 
your life back to normal ASAP! 855-767-7031
lMobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 
1-888-489-3936

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Are you receiving SSDI/SSI
benefits?

You may be eligible for
additional benefits.

CALL US TODAY
888-490-6616

Carpet Restretching 
& Repairs 

Pet RepairsPet Repairs

Call 805-506-9980

HELLO
my name is

Call 904.579.2154 today, and let us start 
spreading the word about your buisiness

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next 
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services 

to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant 
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Your Ad Here

Air Travel

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights in-
side and from the US. Serving Unit-
ed, Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call for free 
quote now! Have travel dates ready! 
866-245-7709

Donate 

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the 
SEARCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN.  
FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 hour re-
sponse.  Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emission Test 
Required! Call 24/7:  866-471-2576

Medical 
Supplies

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-738-9684. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS!  A cheaper alternative to high 
drug store prices! 50 Pill Special-
Only $99!  100% guaranteed.CALL 
NOW: 866-259-6816

Auctions

Online Auction Only                              
Orange Blossom Catering, Inc.                                                       
Assets located in: 
Clearwater, FL 33760                                                    
Auction ends: Thurs, November 
17, 2022 at 10:00 A.M.

Auction will consist of: (3) 2016 
Ford Transit 250 Cargo Vans, 
2007 Ford E-350 Super Duty Box 
Truck, 2000 Isuzu FRR Tilt Cab 
Box Truck, 2011 Ford F150 XLT 
4X4 Crew Cab Pickup Truck, 2006 
Ford F150 XL Regular Cab Pickup 
Truck and 1998 Ford E-350 Box 
Truck

LOGS FOR SALE

Just in time for WINTER
24” gas logs w/remote 

only $500

904-264-6154

READ

SHOP

LIVE

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

LOCAL.
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There’s no day more special than the day you have a baby. Where you have your baby should be special, too.

Baptist Medical Center Clay, opening this fall, will have 20 large maternity suites with advanced medical care 

and all the comforts moms and families deserve. 

Our new maternity center will have:

•  Large private rooms for labor, delivery and post-partum care 

•  Separate care station so the baby can room in with mom

•  Resort-style decor

•  Large spa-like bathrooms

•  Recliner/gliders and sleeper sofas  

•  Plenty of storage room for mom and family

•  Large windows for natural light

•  Mini-fridges in each suite 

•  55” flat-screen TVs 

And for your peace of mind, Baptist Clay will have neonatal care experts on hand if your baby needs a higher 

level of medical care. Moms and their partners can stay with their infant until it’s time to go home.

Choose Baptist Clay for the best in care and comfort. A special place for a special day. 

For more information about Baptist Clay, visit bapitstjax.com/clay

To find an OB who will deliver at Baptist Clay, call 202.4HER.

Special deliveries 
soon at Baptist Clay!

©Baptist Health 2022

A sneak peak at our large and comfy L&D suites.

OPENING FALL 2022
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