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An overhead view of the plant’s central operation and the freshwater pond nearby.

Commissioners, legislators demand
environmental study of former Lake Asbury

Residents met to disclose illnesses
they believed were related to toxic
conditions 27 years ago

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

LAKE ASBURY — Michael Zelinka is a for-
mer employee of Solite, an aggregate kiln
company that had more than 40 years at
Country Road 209-A from the 1950s to
the 1990s. He worked at the Lake Asbury
area-based plant from 1990-1991 and
1992-1995 and resided at the nearby Rus-
sell Baptist Church, which was a half-mile
from the site.

He was one of the three ex-employees
who provided recent testimony to the
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection in a phone meeting that included
County Commissioner Kristen Burke,
County Attorney Courtney Grimm and
County Manager Howard Wanamaker.

In a recent interview with Clay Today,
Zelinka provided a corroborating state-
ment, with his claims exposing the com-
pany to several potentially heinous safety
and environmental malpractices.

“If you want to know anything about the
safety history of the place, it was nonexis-

SEE SOLITE, 16
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get preview of needs
by GCSO, CGFR, GCEM

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — A big-ticket
meeting took place between the officials
and the community during the Clay County
Board of County Commissioners workshop
on Tuesday morning, with funding streams
and five-year and 10-year project plans
discussed for the following categories:
capital improvement projects, mobility
and impact fees, bonds, restricted fund
projects and monies from American Re-

cuse Plan Act.

One crucial item raised during the im-
pact fee portion of the meeting was the
future of the facilities for the county’s
police department, with Sheriff Michelle
Cook speaking adamantly in an assertion
the department needed an upgrade with a
more centralized operation.

“I know the county was hit by some
very difficult times financially and I un-
derstand. We are very flexible, fluid and
operative with the county, and are trying

SEE BCC, 2
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Drivers take advantage of Operation Green Light to get back on the road

Program helps reduce fees,
create payment plans for
outstanding tickets

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK - Richard Edwards’ luck
ran out last June when he was stopped
and charged for driving during the previ-
ous 18 months with a suspended license.

Mounting fees, collection costs and
penalties made it more difficult for the
Green Cove Springs man to pay his fine
and get back on the road — legally.

Then he heard about Operation Green
Light.

“I heard about it last year, but I never
gave it much thought,” Edwards said after
he made arrangements to settle his debt
and get his license reinstated during last
Saturday’s unique program at the Clerk’s
Office on Park Avenue. “I decided to check
it out this year.”

In the process, Edwards learned the
county agreed to drop more than $900
of his penalties. In about five minutes, he
also discovered the clerks were willing to
sel up a payment plan to settle the original
ticket.

“I couldn’t believe how it turned out,”
Edwards said. “I realize if you don't know
something, all you have to do is ask. You
know, a driver’s license isn't a right. It's a
privilege. I know it now.”

According to Chief Operations Offi-
cer Tracie McRae of the Clerk’s Office, a
long line of Clay County drivers was in
line more than an hour before the doors
opened at 8 a.m.

The Clerk's Office sent oul postcards
to everyone who had a delinquent ticket
ahead of the program. The office also set

“The goal is for us to set up a
plan where we can help them
get their tickets resolved ...
On criminal tickets, we don’t
want to make it impossible for
them to pay. It has to be
something that’s not
overwhelming. We want to get
people back on the road.”

up 90-day payment plans for civil tickets
like speeding and red-light camera viola-
tions. Criminal tickets were decided on a
case-by-case basis.

“The goal is for us to set up a plan
where we can help them get their tickets
resolved,” McRae said. “On criminal tick-
ets, we don’t want to make it impossible for
them to pay. It has to be something that's
not overwhelming. We want to get people
back on the road.”

The response was so overwhelming
Clerk Tara Green decided to extend the for-
giveness period to regular business hours
all week at the Orange Park and Green
Cove Springs offices.

“By 8:30 (a.m.), there was someone at
every window, and people were still wait-
ing in line,” McRae said.

More than 120 drivers had their licens-
es reinstated in 2019 and 2020. McRae
also said there hasn’t been a repeat driver
since the program started in 2018.

McRae said the Clerk's Office may con-
sider moving Operation Green Light ear-
lier in the year when drivers are receiving
their income tax refunds.

For more information, visit the Clerk
and Comptroller's Office website at clay-
clerk.com.

from page 1

to maintain the sheriff’s office needs, fire
needs, county needs, and citizen needs.
But we have to move forward,” she said.

That's because the sheriff’s department
is currently paying approximately $1 mil-
lion annually to maintain the more than
20 buildings, she said, some of which are
overcrowded with storage items.

Cook compared Nassau County's cur-
rent use of the campus-style model as a
potential path for future buildings, bring-
ing a print-out photograph of the regional
county’s building with her to the meeting.
The sheriff said that she would like to build

One crucial item raised during the impact fee portion of the meeting
was the future of the facilities for the county’s police department,
with Cook speaking adamantly in an assertion the department
needed an upgrade with a more centralized operation.

a Sheriff’s Operation Center and that the
campus model is something that both the
county police and fire departments could
look further into utilizing in the future.

Cook said she would only keep neces-
sary service deputies to operate out of sub-
stations in places like neighborhood malls,
where officers spend little time with only a
few employees, including an administrator
and a few to complete tasks like creating
fingerprint copies and filing paperwork.

At a new building, Cook would seek to

house police personnel, while the current
building could be repurposed to provide
more jail space for the next five to seven
years. The county would hopefully seek to
build a jail, which is high cost, in a 10-year
or 11-year plan, where $9 million would be
set aside for the project.

Cook said she would likely need about
100,000 square feet to house her depart-
ment's operations in the future. She hopes
to move away from the inefficient model
that leads to crowded storage areas but

that the space could expand between two
or three buildings.

Clay County Fire Rescue also presented
their plans to build four new firehouses.

John Ward, County Director of Emer-
gency Management, also said the issue of
storage was an issue.

Among other items also discussed at
the meeting were mobility fees. Projec-
tions are based on last year’s data and are
on target again in 2023, as demonstrated
by the BCC in a slideshow. The projections
are based on 1,700 homes.

Also, several necessary road and trail
projects will be funded through develop-
ment fees, impact fees, and mobility fees
throughout the county.
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Poll: Florida voters high
on recreational marijuana,

school choice

By Jacob Ogles
For FloridaPolitics.com

Days after the start of the Legislative Ses-
sion, the University of North Florida's Pub-
lic Opinion Research Lab released survey
results on the opinion of registered voters
on a variety of topics, including the use
of recreational marijuana and universal
school choice.

The findings could fire up supporters of
a proposed change to Florida's constitution
to legalize adult personal use of marijuana.
About 70% of voters said they would sup-
port such a measure, while just 29% felt
harsh on the proposal.

That compares to 76% who backed
the proposal when UNF polled voters last
spring and is much higher than the 64%
who favored legalizing recreational weed
in late 2019.

The level of support could be conse-
quential as Florida requires 60% of voters
to support an amendment at the ballot box
to amend the state constitution.

“Efforts to put recreational marijuana
in front of voters in 2024 are in the begin-
ning stages, but support for it is high across
the political spectrum,” said Dr. Michael
Binder, Research Lab faculty director. “If it
makes it onto the ballot next year, and that’s
a big ‘if," it has a good chance of reaching
the 60% supermajority needed to pass.”

Voters also weighed in on matters state
lawmakers expect to take up in the coming
weeks. While members of the state Sen-
ate debate the cost of the school voucher
measures, voters seem to favor the plan re-
gardless of a potentially high price.

Asked whether they support all K-12
students becoming eligible for public funds
that cover private school tuition, about 53%
voiced support and 39% expressed some
level of opposition. That was after pollsters
gave respondents an estimate of $2.5 billion
as the cost of such an expansion, which is
much more than House estimates but more
than $1 billion less than some outside ana-
lysts expect such a program would cost.

Of note, 50% of Democrats support the
plan, closely aligning with the 52% support
found among Republicans. But it's voters
unaffiliated with either party who show the
most enthusiasm, with 58% supporting the
voucher expansion and 33% strongly sup-
porting it.

Pollsters also asked about a controver-
sial proposal to make School Board seats
into partisan positions, something that also
would require amending the state constitu-
tion. But here, the 60% threshold seems a
far-off target. About 65% of voters oppose
such a change, and just 26% favor the

SEE CHOICE, 5
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Annual wellness exam is key
healthy year for older adults

By StatePointe media
For Clay Today

You've selected your insurance plan for
the year. Now, il's time to start using
your benefits, beginning with an annual
wellness exam.

An annual wellness exam with a
healthcare provider is essential for ev-
eryone, but especially for older adults.
As we age, we are more likely to develop
chronic health conditions, according to
Dr. J.B. Sobel, chief medical officer for
Cigna Medicare, which serves hundreds
of thousands of older adults through its
products. An annual wellness exam can
help detect potential health issues early
S0 they can be addressed before they
worsen, he said.

“By meeting with your primary care
provider early in the year, you can high-
light the things that are important to
you, and work together to develop a plan
for your care for the year ahead,” Sobel
said. “This will ensure you live each day
with vitality, happiness and improved
health.”

Many providers will reach out to
schedule an annual wellness exam. If
your provider doesn’t contact you, make
sure to call them.

Some annual check-ups are avail-
able at no extra cost to those with
Medicare. They include a “Welcome to
Medicare™ visit for customers who have
just reached Medicare eligibility and an
“Annual Wellness Exam™ for existing
customers. Many Medicare Advantage
plans offer more extensive annual visits
at no extra cost. Some even offer incen-
tives for completing a visit. Talk with

your provider and Medicare insurer
aboutl your benefits.

Fach annual exam may be a bit dif-
ferent. Regardless of the type, Sobel of-
fers tips to ensure you get the most from
your visit.

Prepare. Before you go, write
down anything you'd like to discuss
with your healthcare provider, includ-
ing changes to your health over the past
year. Bring your prescription and over-
the-counter medications with you. Ask
plenty of questions and take notes. You
might even want to take along a family
member, trusted friend or caregiver to
ensure you understand everything your
provider has shared.

Be open and honest. [i's tempt-
ing to make things look rosier than they
are when talking to your healthcare
provider, but minimizing what you are
feeling can lead to an incorrect diagno-
sis or prescription. Speak openly about
unhealthy habits, like smoking or lack
of exercise. Your provider won't judge
you. Being honest is the only way your
healthcare provider can help you reach
your goals.

Mind mental health. Your emo-
tional health impacts your physical
health. Many people think depression
is a natural part of aging, but it doesn't
have to be. Talk to your doctor if you are
feeling sad, anxious or hopeless. Treat-
ments, such as talk therapy, medication,
or both, may be covered by Medicare.

Monitor medications. Adults age
65 and older tend to take more medica-
tions than other age groups, increasing

SEE WELLNESS, 5

word

OF THE WEEK

Word of the Week is a feature that aims
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a
sentence.

Biodiversity: (bahy-oh-dih-VERS-ih-
tee) a noun that means a variety of life in
the world or in a particular habitat or eco-
systm.

“The foundation is committed to pre-
serving the rainforest’s biodiversity.”

This Week
in History

Five years ago, 2018

e County commissioners are upset with
Thrasher-Horne Center officials because
they demanded the rental fee paid in ad-
vance for the second annual Veterans Ap-
preciation Day celebration.

e Two Fleming Island High students to
prepare for the National Underwater Ro-
botics after finishing second at a regional
tournament at Georgia Tech.

10 years ago, 2013

e L. Gov. Jennifer Carroll resigned in
the wake of a statewide investigation into
Allied Veterans of America and a string of
internet cafes it opened.

e Superintendent Charlie Van Zant
vowed to continue to find $10,000 to pay
for a lobbyist in Tallahassee after the
school board denied his request.

e The Florida Department of Law En-
forcement will investigate the death of
Daniel Joseph Linsinbigler, who was found
unconscious in the Clay County Jail.

20 years ago, 2003

e VyStar Credit Union holds a ground-
breaking ceremony ahead of construction
for a new branch at 501 N. Orange Ave. in
Orange Park.

e Patricia Rivers Deguio of Green Cove
Springs was killed when her car ran off
State Road 16 and slammed into a tree, ac-
cording to the Florida Highway Patrol.

e The Clay County Sheriff’s Office asks
the public to submit information after Wil-
liam A. Filancia of Middleburg was arrest-
ed for using explicit photos to extort sex
acts from another man.

30 years ago, 1993
e A second jury is seated after a first
jury couldn’t reach a verdict on the murder

SEE HISTORY, 5

Send us a letter ...

Wed like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county commission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. Al we ask is that you stick to local issues, be
clear and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com
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The views and opinions expressed on this
page are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today.
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SJR State earns military-friendly school designation

For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK — St. Johns River State
College has earned a 2023-2024 Military
Friendly School designation.

Institutions earning the Military Friend-
ly School designation were evaluated using
public data sources and responses from
a proprietary survey. More than 1,800
schools participated in the 2023-2024 sur-
vey, with 665 earning special awards for
exceeding the standard.

The Military Friendly Schools list will
be published in the May and October is-
sue of G.I. Jobs magazine and can be found
at www.militaryfriendly.com.

Schools earn the designation with input
from the Military Friendly Advisory Council
of independent higher education and mili-
tary recruitment community leaders. Final
ratings were determined by combining the
institution’s survey scores with the assess-
ment of the institution’s ability to meet

thresholds for student retention, gradua-
tion, job placement, loan repayment, per-
sistence (degree advancement or transfer)
and loan default rates for all students and,
specifically, for student vetlerans.

According to SJR State President Joe
Pickens, the college is committed to con-
necting military service members, veter-
ans and their families with the services
and resources they need to reach their
personal and academic goals.

“At SJR State, we understand the
unique challenges Veterans face when re-
turning to civilian life and the importance
of investing in their future,” Pickens said.
“We recognize their service and strive
daily to match that level of commitment as
they transition into higher education and
develop their strengths and skills into a
new career path.”

“Military Friendly is committed to
transparency and providing consistent
data-driven standards in our designation

move.

An overhaul of Florida's higher educa-
tion found scant support from the public.
With such proposals presented as eliminat-
ing critical race theory and ending diversity,
equity and inclusion programs, 61% of vot-
ers say lawmakers should nix the plans, and
only 35% embrace the change.

But there was a notably partisan split,
with a majority of Republicans favoring the
move.

“Despite elevated support among Re-
publicans, many voters we spoke to are not
so thrilled about some of DeSantis’s most
recent proposals in his war on ‘woke" cul-
ture, this time targeting Florida's public
colleges and universities with HB 999 and
SB 2606," stated Binder. “A notable chunk of
Republicans (38%) don't like the restric-
tions, but the 56% in support reflects the
likely outcome in Florida’s Republican-con-
trolled Legislature.”

However, there's opposition across the
board to another conservative plan moving
through the Legislature with Republican
support. About 77% of voters oppose per-
mitless carry of firearms. That number is
high in part to opposition from 93% of Dem-
ocrats, but 62% of Republicans who want
those with concealed weapons to obtain

permits with the state.

“Not only is there bipartisan opposition
to this ‘constitutional carry’ bill, but folks
seem Lo feel passionate about it with the
majority (67%) saying they strongly oppose
the bill,” Binder said. “Even among Repub-
licans, most people are against carrying
weapons without a permit.”

Asked to prioritize what the Legislature
should be working on, a full 25% of vot-
ers listed affordable housing as Florida’s
biggest problem. KEconomic issues came in
second place, ranking as the top concern of
17% of voters, while 12% listed education,
10% said immigration and 7% care most
about gun policy.

The poll results included responses from
1,452 registered voters surveyed between
Feb. 25 and March 7. The margin of error
is +/- 2.57%.

Jacob Ogles has covered politics in
Florida since 2000 for regional outlets,
including SRQ Magazine in Sarasota, The
News-Press in Fort Myers and The Daily
Commercial in Leesburg. His work has ap-
peared nationally in The Advocate, Wired
and other publications. Evenis like SRO'S
Where The Votes Are workshops made Ogles
one of Southwest Florida's most respected
political analysts, and outlets like WWSB
ABC 7 and WSR(Q Sarasoia have featured
his insights. He can be reached at jacobo-
gles@hotmail.com.

History

trial for Andre Clemons, who was accused
to killing Winn-Dixie Assistant Store Man-
ager Kevin Baker during a robbery.

e The City of Green Cove Springs faces
$10,000 a day fines if it doesn’t remove
four underground fuel tanks.

e Jeannie C. Riley. Steve Wariner, Robin

Lee and Stacy Dean Campbell will headline
nights of concerts at the Clay County Fair.

40 years ago, 1983

e The Clay County Science Fair is held
at the Orange Park Mall.

e A field of 10 will compete at the Clay
County Pageant at Middleburg High.

e The Orange Park High soccer teams
prepares to play Killian in the state semi-
finals.

process. Our standards provide a bench-
mark that promotes positive outcomes and
support services that better the education-
al landscape and provide an opportunity
for the Military Community. This creates
a competitive atmosphere that encourages
colleges to evolve and invest in their pro-
grams consistently. Schools who achieve

awards designation show true commit-
ment in their efforts, going over and above
that standard,” said Kayla Lopez, National
Director of Military Partnerships, Military
Friendly.

For more information about SJR State’s
student veteran programs, visit https:/
www.sjrstate.edu/veterans.

the risk for adverse reactions, such as cog-
nitive impairment and falls. It's a good idea
to take your medications to your annual
wellness exam and discuss any potential
problems or side effects you're experienc-
ing. Don't forget about over-the-counter
drugs, vitamins or nutritional supplements
you take.

Schedule screenings and get vac-
cines. There are some important health

screenings and vaccines that you may need
depending on your age and gender, such as
colon cancer screening, bone density test,
mammogram, flu shot or COVID-19 im-
munization. Ask your provider about the
screenings and vaccines you've had al-
ready, and schedule any you need. You may
even be able to do that before you leave the
office. Also, don't forget to visit your eye
doctor and dentist. These visits are cov-
ered by many MA plans as well. Find out
more al www.cignamedicare.com.

56

59

CLUES ACROSS
1.Belonging to a thing

4. Pass or go by

10. Partner to cheese

11. Subjects

12. US. State (abbr.)

14. Bits per inch

15. Forest-dwelling deer
16. lllinois city

18. A salt or ester of acetic acid
22.Wholly unharmed

23. Cuddled

24.Bane

26. Global investment bank
(abbr.)

27.0h my gosh!

28. Arrive

30. Famed Spanish artist
31. Home of ‘Frontline’
34. Group of quill feathers
36. Keyboard key

37. Army training group
39. Detail

40. Pole with flat blade
41. Football play

42. Makes unhappy

48. Island in Hawaii

50. Back in business
51. Of an individual

52. Painful chest condition
53. Tropical American monkey
54. Matchstick game

55. Forinstance

56. Even again

58. Popular beverage

59. Evaluate

60. Time units (abbr)

CLUES DOWN

1. Stain one’s hands

2. Nocturnal hoofed animals
3. Back condition

4. Popular movie alien
5. City of Angels

6. Peaks

7. Infantry weapons
8. Left

9. Atomic #99

12.Told a good yarn
13.Vale

17. Resistance unit
19. Aquatic plant

20. Bluish greens

21. About some Norse poems
25. Reinforces

29. Egyptian mythological
goddess

31. Supportive material

32. Subatomic particle

33. Expired bread

35. Cereal grain

38. Goes against

41.Walkie __

43. One who does not accept
44. Beliefs

45. Indicates near

46. Brazilian NBA star

47. Grab quickly

49. Romantic poet

56. College dorm worker
57.Set of data
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Famed rock photographer Mark ‘Weissguy’ Weiss captures ‘The Decade that Rocked’

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

JACKSONVILLE — Gallery 275 will welcome
the famed 80s" rock n" roll photographer
Mark “Weissguy™ Weiss for a remarkable
photographic journey through March 26.

The “Decade that Rocked™ transports
viewers back to when music was louder,
spandex was tighter, and hair was bigger.
Yep, we're talking about the 80s.

Weiss was a 14-year-old kid from New
Jersey when he made a deal with a neigh-
bor to cut his lawn in exchange for a 35-mil-
limeter camera. Thus began a lifelong jour-
ney of rock and roll mayhem that continues.

“As a kid, I used to go to concerts with
my brother. So I would tag along and meet
all the people. That's just what we all did
back then,” he said.

While in high school, Mark snuck his
camera into concerts, paying off security
guards to get him closer to the stage. After
developing prints in his parent’s bathroom,
he started selling illegal prints out of his
school locker and in front of the concert
venue for a buck a piece.

After being arrested outside of Madison
Square Garden and spending the night in
jail, his peddling days were over. A week
later, Weiss walked into the offices of Gir-
cus Magazine, the leading rock publica-
tion at the time, with his portfolio. Circus
published a centerfold of Weiss's photo of

Jon Bon Jovi

Steven Tyler of Aerosmith in their Octo-
ber 1978 issue. Within a few months, he
became a significant contributor to the
magazine and soon became a staff member,
shooting covers and features.

His photography takes a life of its own,
a style he calls “smoke and gels.” You can
almost smell the sweat, the cigarette smoke
and Jack Daniels backstage. It's fast-paced,
chaotic, gritty, and surprisingly intimate.
Weiss captures what no one else ever has,
the moments that no one else sees.

The gallery will feature rock legends

g
S Y 75
o o "“\ !

Ozzy Osbourne

such as Bon Jovi, Ozzy Osbourne, Guns N’
Roses, Led Zeppelin, Aerosmith, Van Halen,
and many more. Weiss will appear at Gal-
lery 725 on Saturday, March 25, and Sun-
day, March 26, to greet fans and talk about
the history behind his classic photographs.

“People want to know about my favorite
work shoot, the craziest shoot, and I have
answers to all of them. They want to hear
the stories, my story, but what they want
is a little insight into the artists, the ones
that I am photographing, because I have a
different relationship with the fans because

Tom Petty

[ am hands-on with them.”

The legendary bands of the 80s touched
on something timeless. Their larger-than-
life personalities made them enduring fig-
ures across the generations. Behind the
dramatic makeup and stage costumes, they
are almost godlike. While their on-stage
persona never fails to impress, Wiess was
more interested in capturing their back-
stage presence.

“On stage, they are like gods, you know?
They dress like gods. That's their personas.

SEE WEISS, 11

NEW ORANGE PARK ENDOSCOPY CENTER OPENING MARCH 2023!
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UF scientists base
international lightning
research at Camp Blanding

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

CAMP BLANDING — Not all the loud blasts
from the Camp Blanding area are military
explosions. Some are part of the Univer-
sity of Florida’s research on one of nature’s
most potent forces — lightning.

The university's International Center
for Lightning Research and Testing was
originally created after one of the state's
worst droughts to find solutions for wild-
fires triggered by lightning strikes. But
there was one problem: scientists had to
wait for passing storms to do their work.

Martin Uman, chair of the College of
Engineering’s electrical and computer en-
gineering department, told the university’s
Eixplore magazine his group had to create
a way to accelerate Mother Nature's fury.

“It was a horror,” Uman said. “We were
all set to go. Everybody was there.”

When storms blew through, strikes
were unpredictable and lasted less than a
second. Also, lightning is thunderous and
50,000 degrees.

Uman and the University of West Flor-

ida's professor of electrical engineering
Doug Jordan set up a high-speed camera at
Camp Blanding for optical measurements.

But he only had 15 good images after 15
years of research.

Engineers at Florida launched skinny
rockets 2,400 feet from batteries of steel
tubes into a storm cloud to induce a light-
ning strike.

According to the university, research-
ers recorded as many as 35 strikes one
summer by firing rockets from a 35-foot
wooden structure topped by a lightning rod
on the base.

Not only will ongoing research help sci-
entists better prepare for dangerous con-
ditions, but it can also help avoid emergen-
cies like small airports losing power and
keeping people from being killed by strikes.
Each year, about 150 people die by light-
ning and strikes create more than $500
million in insurance claims, according to

the university.

“When we understand the mechanism,
we will try to design a better lightning pro-
tection system,” said Vladimir Rakov, a UF
electrical and computer engineering pro-
fessor.

Research at the lab has resulted in
more than 100 published papers on the
different aspects of lightning, mainly how
electric and magnetic fields are related to
currents.

Lightning research has come a long
way since Benjamin Franklin tied a key to
a kite he flew in a storm. The Camp Bland-
ing facility is considered one of the premier
research centers in the world.

“Every year, we're able to do fancier
and fancier stuff and learn more and more
than we could before,” Uman told Explore.

—
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Obituaries

William Robert Meadows

William Robert Meadows was born
on March 22, 1967, and passed away on
March 6, 2023.

William is survived by his wife Jen-
nifer Lynn Mead-
ows, son Alexander
William Meadows,
daughter Ava Isa-
belle Meadows, son
Samuel Caldwell,
mother Juana Mead-
ows,  step-daughter
Victoria Lynn Rob-
erts, step-son Tyrone
Cedric  Roberts Jr.,
and step-son Britton
Stephen Roberts. Wil-
liam was born in Santa Clara, California;
however, was primarily raised in Miami,
Florida by his mother.

Regarding William's professional life,
he was a forensic psychologist. Dr. Wil-
liam Meadows attended the University
of Florida for undergraduate school, ob-
taining a B.S. in Psychology with High
Honors. William also earned his Ph.D. in
Clinical Psychology with specializations
in Forensics and Addictions from Florida
State University. William also completed a
post-doctoral fellowship training program
in forensic psychology at Harvard Medi-
cal School. Outside of his professional life,
William spent his time coaching football
and soccer al numerous organizations and
schools, which bestowed William the nick-
name of “Coach Wil.”

William was a free spirit who enjoyed
spending his time participating in a mul-
titude of different activities. In his early
life, William spent many weekends fishing,
hunting, boating, tubing, riding dirtbikes,
and much more with his mother Juana
Meadows, step-father George Meadows,
and step-siblings Kim, Donald, and An-
drew.

William also spent a month traveling
through Europe directly after his post-
graduate graduation. Once William had
his children, Alex and Ava, William spent
his time teaching them how to live life to
the fullest. William took his children scuba
diving, which eventually led to them all re-
ceiving their scuba diving licenses.

They also enjoyed flying small planes,

William Robert
Meadows

cageless shark diving, boating, shooting his
guns, and traveling. William and his wife,
Jennifer, loved to attend Bike Week and
Jeep Week in the later years of William's
life. They spent numerous weekends riding
around in their Terminator Harley David-
son, Harley Quinn and Joker Slingshot, and
fully customized Jurassic Park Jeep.

To celebrate William Meadows' life, a
Celebration of Life will be held on March
18,2023 at 1 p.m. at Jacksonville Memory
Gardens 111 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park,
F132073.

William in his last few weeks made a
point to tell those closest to him to cel-
ebrate his life rather than to mourn his
passing. We look forward to celebrating
William’s life with the people he’s impact-
ed, his friends and his family.

Frederick L. Voisen

Frederick L. Voisen, 83, of Middleburg,
FL, passed away March 8, 2023.

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904)

284-4000
\
@roadus
Qames

Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

Howard E. Mathias

Howard E. Mathias, 95, of Orange Park,
FL, passed away March 11, 2023.

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904)
284-4000 N

roadus

(/Paines ‘b

Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

&  One convenient location, because it's important for family to he together at a difficult time.
4 Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today's prices - 0% financing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com

111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

Saundra Jeanette Wasdin Miller

Saundra Jeanette Wasdin Miller, 75, of
Jesup, GA, passed away suddenly on Sat-
urday, March 4, 2023, in Camden County.

Born in Blackshear on February 20,
1948, she lived in
Florida for many
years before moving
back to Jesup, two
years ago to be close
to her family.

She graduated
from cosmetol-
ogy school and had [§
worked for many

years as a hairdress-
er both in St. Simons
Island and Orange
Park. She had many long-time clients and
they dearly loved her. She loved family and
enjoyed traveling to natural settings, espe-
cially to the beach and the mountains.

She was the daughter of the late Colon
James and Rheba Jeanette Walker Wasdin.
She was preceded in death by her hus-
band’'s Ed Roper and Dan Miller, both of
her sisters, Cynthia Thornton and Nancy
Wilson and her brother, Thomas Wasdin.

She is survived by her son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Robbie and Cyndi Roper, Bran-
ford, Florida; her brother and sister-in-law,
Dwayne and Sherry Wasdin, Patterson,
and several nieces, nephews and step
grandchildren.

Graveside services were held at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 12, from the Lake Chapel
Cemetery. The family received friends at
the graveside immediately the service
Sympathy may be expressed by signing the
online register at www.pearsondial.com

Saundra Jeanette
Wasdin Miller

Orange Park Chorale
coming to Penney Farmes,
Orange Park Presbyterian

PENNEY PARK — The Orange Park Cho-
rale invites the public to enjoy community
voices joined together in song as the group
presents its free spring vocal concerts,
“Amazing Love” in two performances.

On Saturday, March 25, at 4 p.m., the
chorale will perform at the Penney Memo-
rial Church, 4465 Poling Blvd. The second
concert is scheduled for Sunday, March
26, at 4 p.m. at the Orange Park Presbyte-
rian Church, 1905 Park Ave,

Both concerts are free. Donations will
be accepted.

Under the direction of Artistic Director
David Holladay, “Amazing Love” concert
selections will include sacred music such
as Dan Forrest's “And Can It Be,” Moses
Hogan's “Ride on, King Jesus™ and “You
Say,” arranged by Heather Sorenson and
co-written by contemporary Christian per-
former Lauren Daigle.

Secular music includes a traditional
Zambian song “Bonse Aba" arranged by
Andrew Fischer and Thomas Morley’s “Now
Is the Month of Maying!”

The Orange Park Chorale, founded in
1992, is a 501(¢)3 nonprofit organization.

The group’s mission is “to provide op-
portunities for community participation in
the area of choral music, by providing ex-
cellence in the choral arts; performing the
works of living American composers; and
enhancing the cultural life of communities
in Northeast Florida and Southeast Geor-
gia.”

Throughout its history, the members
of The Orange Park Chorale have been
committed to maintaining the group’s
core values of: musical excellence, fel-
lowship, mutual respect, character and
dedication.

For more information about the Or-
ange Park Chorale or the group’s upcom-
ing spring concerts, please contact Board
Chair Harolyn Sharpe at (904) 553-8487
or visit www.orangeparkchorale.com.

“Serving Loving Families &
“Preserving Living S Memories”

REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I.C.
KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.
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386.312.0444

www.flaggserenitychapel.com

Funeral & Cremation Services

Funeral Home
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* World Wide Shipping
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Aaron and Burney Bivens
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r

904-264-1233
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Clay County veterans honored at appreciation event at Thrasher-Horne

By Martha K. Mayes
Martha.mayes@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK — It was a gloriously sunny
and beautiful day on Saturday — perfect for
a day of celebration and appreciation for
the nation’s veterans, particularly those
from Clay County.

Visitors were welcomed at the Thrash-
er-Horne Center by a huge American flag
and The Liberty Express band playing clas-
sic American patriotic favorites and other
songs.

As the event opened, the Navy Band
Southeast from Naval Air Station Jackson-
ville played.

The event was centered around retired
or active veterans or anyone consider-
ing joining the military. The grounds were
filled with crowds, food trucks, veteran-
focused exhibits, demonstrations, a kids’
zone and more.

Guest speakers included U.S. Rep. Aar-
on Bean (R-Jacksonville) and retired U.S.
Marine Gayward Hendry.

Inside the conference center, resource
vendors were on hand to provide informa-
tion on benefits, claims, education and fi-
nancial assistance.

Outside, Navy JROTC teams from Oak-
leaf and Middleburg high schools per-
formed flawless precision routines.

STAFF PHOTO BY MARTHA MAYES
Veterans and residents were at the Thrasher-Horne Center last Saturday for a Veterans Appre-
ciation Day that included food trucks and drills from two Clay County High JROTC programs.

One JROTC cadet from Oakleaf said

University.

Senior Living

AVAILABLE NOW!

MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING

From coordinating a move, to selling a home and even unpacking!

Let us HELP!

TOUR today to learn more about our
FULLY FURNISHED, MOVE-IN READY apartments!

Contact us at 904-639-4700 or Hello@PalagioSeniorLiving.com
to schedule your appointment!

—
Palagio 1525 Kingsley Ave | Orange Park, FL 32073

904-639-4700 | www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com

Senior Living

Live the Good Life®

he liked the bonding and the cooperative
attitude of always helping each other. He
also said his group won first place overall
in their last competition at Florida A&M

County leaders did an excellent job of
showing local veterans and their families
how much their service and sacrifice were
appreciated.

Fady Bahri, MD
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George Bahri, D0
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Ralph Rizk, DO
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1045 Riverside Ave, #100
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Comprehensive &
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The orthopedic team at
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Michael Song, MD
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Haitao Zhang, MD
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Tip-A-Cop

Hungry customers with giving hearts stuff Special Olympic coffers

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK - The goal of every fund-
raising event is to collect more money than
the previous year.

Tip-A-Cop did that. And more.

After surpassing the $10,000 mark
in 2022, the Clay County Sheriff’s Office,
Orange Park Police Department and Clay
County Special Olympics athletes were
stunned when they finished counting this
year’s three-day effort at Texas Roadhouse
on Blanding Boulevard.

CGSO Lt. Zach Cox, who organized the
event, was so happy he sent the following
text:

“We raised a new Clay County Special
Olympics record, totaling $12,758.13!”

For three nights last week, deputies,
officers and athletes delivered baskets of
rolls, refilled water glasses and cleaned
tables to raise money to send county ath-
letes to the Florida Special Olympic Games
at Walt Disney World in May. The results
were overwhelming.

“It feels absolutely great,” Cox said.
“Words can’t describe it. We love having
Texas Roadhouse with us. They were so
generous. It's nice to know there are peo-
ple out there with big hearts, giving hearts.

“It’'s humbling to know there are people

doing that. Our athletes had big smiles.”

LoSasso said the Clay County event
“ran seamlessly.”

Cox said Clay County would send as
many as 50 athletes to the state games.

The next event ahead of the state games
is the Torch Run on April 14, starting at 10
a.m. at the Pulbix on Country Road 220 on
Fleming Island. The Special Olympics torch
will pass through all 67 counties en route
to Walt Disney World, and law enforcement
agencies will take its turn running along
Town Center Boulevard.

and supporters of the Clay County Special Olympics team after they collected $12,009 in three
nights at Texas Roadhouse during its annual Tip-A-Cop program. The money will send county
athletes to the Florida Special Olympics Games at Walt Disney World in May.

out there who see the big picture.”

Money earned through Tip-A-Cop was
separate from tips earned by servers.

Organizers understood early they were
on track to break the record in the first
hour when three buckets were already
stuffed with money-filled envelopes.

“It was great to see the Clay County
Sheriff’s Office and Orange Park Police
Department out there,” said Zoe LoSasso,
manager for community engagement for

the seven-county Special Olympics dis-
trict.

“I know our athletes look so forward to
this, It’s important to get our athletes out
to these events, and they did a great job

P

AAT OMEGA,LLC

6670 Spring Lake Road, Keystone Heights, FL 32656
Phone (352)473-6673 * Fax (352) 473-6572

AAT Omega, LLC located in Keystone Heights, is currently accepting applications to
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> Tig Welders — Aluminum and Stainless Steel
» CNC Machinist — Programmer and Operators
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service several industries ranging from aerospace, medical, transportation, and
telecommunications. We are looking for long-term employees to help strengthen
the core of our workforce at AAT Omega, LLC.

For more information on who we are and what we do, please visit our website at
www.aatomega.com.

AAT Omega, LLC is an Equal Opportunity employer. Employee benefits include
health insurance, 401k, dental, vision, and PTO.

Email resume to mmckinney@aatk.com or applications are available in person at
our location. Contact information and address can be found at the top of this letter.

Help us along in our mission to design and fabricate the future of American made
infrastructure and manufacturing.
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Orange Park Police Chief Gary Goble and OPPD Lt. Cody Monroe joined their law enforcement
partners at the sheriff’s office to encourage customers at the Orange Park restaurant to support
the county’s Special Olympics Team.

@
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To[n McCloud
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Contact Merv Clarke 904-238-1234 for details

Overnight camping is available on request

$25 suggested donation | CASHAPP $CROSSWINDSMINISTRIES
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But backstage, they are just regular
people with regular emotions,” he said.

“I just want to capture them when they
don’t know I am capturing them. In the stu-
dio, you are creating their persona, whether
that’s going to be on a magazine cover or an
album cover. They are almost like actors.
Backstage, you want to capture the emo-
tions, the human side.”

One of Weiss's classic photos features
Ozzy Osbourne, the “Prince of Darkness,”

dressed in a pink tutu for Circus Magazine
in 1981. It is a shoot he will never forget.

“My First Shoot with Ozzy, I was only
21 or 22. I photographed him in a pink tutu
with red boxing gloves,” he said. “It was a
combination of both of our ideas. We dubbed
him most athletic because he used to jump
around on stage a lot, and so [ thought it
would be a good idea to bring boxing gloves
and Ozzy decided to pick up the tutu and the
red cowboy boots.”

The cover was supposed to be in black
and white, but the magazine editor, Jerry
Rothstein, liked the original so much that
they put it on the cover. “We got a lot of at-

tention for it,” Weiss said.

To this day, Weiss continues to photo-
graph Ozzy and on tour his family. He stays
in touch with many of the band members
from his career.

“I look at this job as a way to make
friends. So 80% of people that I shot in the
80s who are still with us, I'm still friends
with whether they are playing in full stadi-
ums or little clubs,” he said.

Weiss™ connections with the bands and
their managers led to album cover shoots,
including the famous Bon Jovi album “Slip-
pery When Wet,” Twisted Sister's Iconic
cover “Stay Hungry,” and more.

“We had a great time in the 80s. It was
a greal decade. We like to share the memo-
ries,” he said.

Weiss will also be selling his bestselling
book, “The Decade That Rocked,” featuring
his never-before-published photography, a
foreword by Rob Halford of Judas Priest,
and an afterword by Sirius/XM DJ Eddie
Trunk.

Weiss will also be selling embellished
prints from his new book on Quiet Riot en-
titled “Keep on Rollin™ written by Quiet Riot
fan club president Missy Whitney, released
on March 11. For more original content, fol-
low Mark “Weissguy” Weiss on Tic Toc.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY
GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL

TRANSMITTAL HEARING TO SEND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY (DEO) FOR REVIEW PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 163.3184(3) AND (11),
FLORIDA STATUTES NOTICE OF TEXT AND MAP SERIES AMENDMENTS.

Petitioner: City of Green Cove Springs; Project: FLUL-23-001; Transmittal public hearing to consider
amending the Future Land Use; Transportation; and Capital Improvements Elements of the Comprehen-
sive Plan for the City of Green Cove Springs.
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A Public Hearing to consider the proposed amendments of the City's Comprehensive Plan will be

held by Planning and Zoning Commission on Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. Subsequently, the
City Council shall consider transmittal of the proposed amendments at a public hearing to the DEO
(Department of Economic Opportunity) on April 4, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter, in the Council
Chambers, Green Cove Springs City Hall, 321 Walnut St, Green Cove Springs, Florida.

The proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan are on file in the Development Services Depart-
ment, 1st Floor, City Hall, Green Cove Springs, Florida, and may be examined by interested parties prior
to said public hearings during the hours of 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Thursday. All parties
having any interest in this change will be afforded an opportunity to be heard at the public hearings.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter con-

sidered at the meeting or hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purposes
he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation
to participate in this matter should contact City Hall at (904) 297-7500 at least three (3) days prior to the
meeting. Hearing impaired persons may access through Florida Relay — Dial 7-1-1.

Said Amendments are available at City Hall for review during the hours of 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday
through Thursday.

All interested individuals are invited to attend these public hearings.

City of Green Cove Springs

Lilly Delvecchio, Planning Technician
City Hall, 321 Walnut Street

Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043

LEGAL NO. 61041 PUBLISHED MARCH 16, 2023 IN CLAY COUNTY'S
CLAY TODAY NEWSPAPER.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Green Cove Springs proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:
ORDINANCE NO. 0-11-2023

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 105
OF THE CITY CODE; AMENDING CHAPTER 105, SEC. 105-2 TO ADD TRANSPORTATION LEVEL
OF SERVICE BASED ON PERSON MILES CAPACITY; DELETING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 105,
SEC. 105-5 WITH THE MOBILITY FEE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, RULES OF CON-
STRUCTION, AND FINDINGS; ADOPTING THE MOBILITY FEE STUDY; PROVIDING FOR MUNIC-
IPAL PARTICIPATION; IMPOSING MOBILITY FEES ON NEW CONSTRUCTION; PROVIDING FOR
CALCULATION AND ALTERNATIVE CALCULATION PROCEDURES FOR MOBILITY FEES; PRO-
VIDING FOR PAYMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF MOBILITY FEE PROCEEDS; PROVIDING
FOR EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR AFFORDABLE AND WORKFORCE HOUSING MOBILITY FEE
DEFERRAL; PROVIDING FOR AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MITIGATION PROGRAM; PROVID-
ING FOR CHANGES IN SIZE AND USE; PROVIDING FOR DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTION CREDIT;
PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN ALTERNATIVE COLLECTION METHOD;
PROVIDING FOR REVIEW HEARINGS; PROVIDING A REVIEW REQUIREMENT; PROVIDING FOR
PERIODIC MOBILITY FEE RATE ADJUSTMENT; PROVIDING FOR A DECLARATION OF EXCLUSION
FROM ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES ACT; PROVIDING FOR ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING
OF MOBILITY FEES; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF MOBILITY FEE RATES; AMENDING CHAPTER
105, SEC. 105-6 (E) TO ADD A COMPARISON OF ACTUAL LANE MILES OF CONSTRUCTION TO
THE ADDITIONAL CAPACITY FUNDED BY MOBILITY FEES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVER-
ABILITY AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The following public hearings have been scheduled and will be held in the City Council
Chambers, 321 Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs, to hear comments, if any, regarding said Ordinance:

Planning and Zoning: Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter;
City Council: Tuesday, April 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter;
City Council: Tuesday, June 20, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter;

Please be advised that if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Council with
respect to any matter considered at these scheduled public hearings, they will need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special
accommodation to participate in this matter should contact City Hall at (904) 297-7500 at least three (3)
days prior to the meeting. Hearing impaired persons may access through Florida Relay — Dial 7-1-1.

Said Ordinance is available at City Hall for review during the hours of 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM,
Monday through Thursday.

All interested individuals are invited to attend this public hearing.
City of Green Cove Springs
Lilly Delvecchio, Development Services Representative
321 Walnut Street

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Steve Kennedy, City Manager

LEGAL NO. 61040 PUBLISHED MARCH 16 AND MARCH 23, 2023 IN CLAY COUNTY’S
CLAY TODAY NEWSPAPER.
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Orange Park Hospital trades
syringes, bandages for
PET saws, paint brushes

CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

A dozen volunteers help create
PET carts at Penney Farms

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

PENNEY FARMS - On most days, Vicki
Gibbs Lee works as a Physicians Liaison at
HCA Orange Park Hospital. But on Friday,
March 10, she was a punch presser.

She joined a contingent from the hos-
pital building mobility carts for Personal
Iinergy Transportation Florida Penney
[Farms.

The hand-powered carts are delivered
worldwide for people who struggle with
mobility. More important, there is no cost
for the recipients.

Orange Park Hospital colleagues spent
the day working with volunteers at Penney
Farms Retirement Center who built more
than 14,000 carts as part of its “We Show
Up for Our Communities”™ program.

Lee took metal blanks and pressed them
into brackets that connected the scooter’s
shell to the floorboard.

The word seemed monotonous, but Lee
quickly filled enough boxes of connectors
to keep the volunteers at PET busy for
months.

“It feels great,”
into it.”

Hospital CEO Lisa Valentine sanded the

Lee said. “I really got
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corners of planks used on the sides of the
scooters. Jennifer Estrada, Sandy George
and Selma Clark were in a back room paint-
ing each cart. Estrada is the Therapy Man-
ager for Inpatient Rehabilitation; George is
the Vice President for Quality; and Clark is
the director of Infection Prevention.

“They are an extraordinary group of
people who really are serving a need
worldwide,” Valentine said. “They manu-
facture these. I guess what they

what they call hand-powered self-mo-
bility.

“And they work with other sites across
the US and deliver these to 120 countries
worldwide, all for free for men, women
and children with disabilities who are un-
able to walk. It was started by a mission-
ary (and long-time Penney Farms resident
Larry Hills). He served in Africa, and he
saw that there were people who were un-
able to work, go to school, or care for their
families because they simply did not have
transportation.”

Chief Operating Officer Pete Long’innes

worked with PET volun-
teer Mike Kolodka on [
packing the carts into a |g
box to be shipped. Each
contained the cart, seat,
three wheels, a hand-
driven chain drive and
handlebars.

A Florida Veterans
Hall of Fame Society
member connected PET §
with Orange Park Hos- -
pital.

“David Quirk was the individual who
talked to us about the program,” Valentine
said. “He explained what it was for, and
then they had a number of volunteers that
knew how to teach others to manufacture
the parts to make these particular devic-
es.”

Kolodka not only instructed the hospital
volunteers on how to build a cart, but he
also ensured they understood each menial
task’s role in the completed project.

One volunteer spent hours cutting car-

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
HCA Florida Orange Park Hospital COO Pete Long'innes and PET volunterr Mike Kolodka pack
another cart to be shipped to any of 120 nations worldwide.

More than 14,000 hand driven mobility
carts have been built in the last 18 years
at Penney Farms. Each cart costs $350 and
are funded solely through donations.

pel padding into squares. Kolodka asked
her to take a break, and he showed her

SEE PET, 13

CEO Visa Valentine was one of a dozen
hospital volunteers helping build mobil-
ity carts last week.
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SJCDS’s Torkzad’s experiment
headed to International

Space Lab

‘Space Team Goats’ team
selected from 4-H contestants
from four states

By Martha K. Mayes
Martha.mayes@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK — Higher Orbits is a non-
profit with the mission of promoting Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Math,
along with teamwork, leadership and com-
munication through the study of space-
flight.

Humanity's journey into space is an
ideal launchpad to excite students like St.
Johns Country Day School eighth grader
Celine Torkzad about STEM. Higher Orbits
works to help them fulfill their dreams and
ambitions while also building valuable life
skills.

Go For Launch! is a multi-day program
that uses space exploration as a platform
to launch student involvement in STEM
and STEAM (STEM with Art programs) and
promotes teamwork, leadership and com-
munication.

Torkzad joined Nolan Williams and
Gove Searle, both of Indiana and Ari-
zona's Krish Nangia, on the winning team.

A unique facet of Go For Launch! Is stu-
dents work with an astronaut throughout
each event day. Students were immersed
in the wonder of human spaceflight through
talks from experts of space and STEM.
Such speakers have included an astronaut,
former International Space Station and
Space Shuttle flight controllers, astronaut
instructors, scientists, and engineers.

Students get insight and feedback from

experienced space and STEM profession-
als whose goals are 1o illustrate the nu-
merous possibilities in the world of STEM.

Through a partnership with 4-H Club,
the Higher Orbits winning team of “Go for
Launch! 4-H in Space™ will have their ex-
periment flown to the International Space
Station. The tentative launch date was
Wednesday at 8:30 pm.

Torkzad’'s work will study microgravity's
effects on spirulina growth in space.

“I was aboul six or seven years old,
when I started to get into science, espe-
cially biology and astronomy,” Torkzad
wrote on her profile at higherorbits.org.

“My seventh-grade science teacher
connected me with my county Florida 4-H
agent, who was looking for one more per-
son from my county to join 4-H's collabora-
tion with Higher Orbits, also known as Go
For Launch!”

As part of the winning team, she was
invited to watch the launch of SpaceX CRS-
27.

“Winning was unexpected but not un-
welcome,” she said. “I would love to do
something like that again. 1 can't wait to
see another launch.”

Not only was Torkzad the youngest per-
son on the team, but she was also the only
girl.

“Originally, we wanted to name our-
selves ‘Team Glasses,” but after some
brainstorming, we decided to name our-
selves ‘Team Space Goats.” (Hints: look
at the zodiac constellation Saturn in July
2022 (when they competed for a spot on
SpaceX).

“I suggested the idea of an experiment
with cyanobacteria after reading an article

PET

from page12

how the pads projected the carts during
shipping.

According to Valentine, HCA Florida
colleagues across the state participated in
a “We Show Up for Our Communities ser-
vice week” by giving back and supporting
their local communities.

Orange Park picked PET after it learned
more than 800 wheelchairs are construct-
ed at Penney Farms and donated to more
than 120 countries so people can enjoy
some form of transportation.

“One of the things they talked about
was one person can make a difference,”
she said. “The idea that this missionary
came up with to help others and, from my
perspective, one person can make a differ-
ence — but a team can do so much more.

“And so they were great about making
sure our team could contribute in a mean-
ingful way.

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE
HCA Florida Orange Park Hospital Physicians
Liaison Vicki Lee Gibbs punches a new bracket
that will be used to construct a Personal En-
ergy Transportation cart for people who suffer
from mobility issues.
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Nolan Williams and Cove Searle, both of Indiana, Arizona’s Krish Nangia and Celine Torkzad of St.
Johns Country Day School will have an experiment aboard SpaceX CRS-27 during Wednesday'’s

launch to the International Space Station.

about it being potentially used for min-
ing on Mars a few days before,” she said.
“While trying not to fling my laptop across
the room because of its annoying persis-
tence to not connect to the Wi-Fi, discov-
ered about and suggested spirulina.”

Spirulina is a cyanobacterium under
the category of algae and is rich in vita-
mins — one tablespoon contains four grams
of protein. Covering the problems of a
continuous supply of protein in space for
long-distance trips, they found their ex-
periment.

“When we weren't working on our ex-
periment, 4-H organized multiple activities

for the members of the other three states,”
Torkzad said. “My personal favorite was
when some rangers brought two alligators

“It was certainly my pleasure o work
with these future architects of our space
industry. They will shape our country’s fu-
ture in space,” said the featured astronaut
of Go For Launch! 4-H In Space, Jim “J.R.”
Riley.

“We are thrilled for Team Space Goals
and truly grateful for this partnership with
4-H that allowed all their participating
students 1o experience this opportunity,”
said Michelle Lucas, Founder and CEO of
Higher Orbits.

PREMIUN
‘EFARM.CA

FARM SUPPLIES &
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We offer a full line of supplies
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fencing, and much more. With
a large variety of fertilizer
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FEED &

CALL US TODAY

MEDICATIONS

We offer feed for your entire
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‘Celebrations’ featuring
the Orange Park Art
Guild at Thrasher-Home

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK — For nearly five decades,
the Art Guild of Orange Park has enjoyed
sharing its talent with the public. The
group has exhibited its work in various
galleries in the Northeast Florida Area, in-
cluding Club Continental, the Clay County
Courthouse, Mossman Hall and Orange
Park Town Hall.

The group’s newest exhibition, “Cel-
ebrations,” is displayed at Clay County’s
most elegant venue.

“The galleries of the Thrasher-Horne
display our art beautifully, and we always
look forward to exhibiting there,” said Art
Guild Exhibitions Chair Kathy Plante. “This
year is quite special for the Art Guild of Or-
ange Park. It’s our 50th anniversary, so the
theme, ‘Celebrations!” is quite appropriate.

“Walking around the exhibit, it's fasci-
nating looking at the different interpreta-
tions of celebration,” Art Guild President
Phyllis Renninger said.

Celebration is a b8-piece social event,
such as a birthday, a religious observation,
or an anniversary. Or it could be “celebrat-
ing colors™ or they are celebrating family,”
she said.

“Celebrations™ will run through June 29
at the Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts.
The gallery is to the public and open Mon-
day through Friday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Please contact the Thrasher-Horne Center
for the Arts to schedule your group gallery
tour.

Artists were honored at the Gallery’s
Opening Reception. Winners included:
Toni Charneco Best In Show Award with
“50 yrs! The Time of Our Lives.” In As-
semblage, Kathy Plante won with “Big Ivan
Gets A Tattoo,” while William A. Gura fin-
ished second with “NOLA Street Musician”
and Mick Ross finished third with “Wheels
of Time.”

Winner “Big Ivan Gets A Tattoo”

Honorable mention winners were: “Let
Us Eat Cake™ by Leslie Knizicki and “Beau-
tiful Hisbisuc: Celebrating Your One Day”
by Alison McCarley.

Not only does the exhibition allow art-
ists to submit their work for validation and
recognition by well-known artists and ju-
rors, but it also provides an opportunity for
artists of all levels of experience to present
their work to be viewed by the community.

“I don’t think people realize how much
talent there is right here in Clay County,”
Renninger said.

“We have 117 members right now. We
have a fourteen-year-old who is phenom-
enal. We have seniors who just wanted to
take up painting. We have everything from
professional artists who commission thou-
sands for their work to artists who just
come to learn as well as an art lover.”

Besides the opportunity to exhibit work
in the community, the Art Guild of Orange
Park presents several one-day workshops
taught by well-known local artists. “Every
first Tuesday of the month, we bring in a
featured artist to facilitate a demo and
workshop at our meetings,” Renninger
said. “We have everything from photogra-
phy, 3D, oil, watercolors, pastels, pen and
ink.”

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent
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Primrose School spearheads 1,462
book donation to local schools

v

By Martha K. Mayes
Martha.mayes@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND — Preschool students at
Primrose School did their part to help com-
bat the literacy crisis in America by donat-
ing books to local charities as part of their
0G’s Bountiful Book Drive in honor of Read
Across America Day.

Students and families donated new or
gently used books that were sent to chari-
ties across the country to support under-
served children and families.

More than 70,000 children at more
than 480 Primrose schools nationwide

Students at Primrose Schools donated books to Island Pediatrics, St. Vincent’s Pedi-
atrics of Clay County and Palms Medical of Orange Park as part of its “OG’s Bountiful
Book Drive” to honor Read Across America Day.

participated in the book drive, which also
weaves in lessons of compassion, gener-
osity and giving without expectation—the
cornerstones of Primrose Schools” Bal-
anced Learning Approach.

The enterprising preschoolers of Prim-
rose worked with the school, their teach-
ers, parents, and other students, making it
fun by decorating their boxes and partici-
pating in story times.

They donated 1,462 books to “Reach
Out and Read,” Island Pediatrics, St. Vin-
cent’s Pediatrics of Clay County and Palms
Medical of Orange Park.

“The value of reading to, and with, chil-

dren really can't be overstated,” said Dr.
Maria Shaheen, senior director of early
childhood education for Primrose Schools.
“Reading is the key to so many founda-
tional skills and lessons, from the earliest
development of language to understanding
the perspective of people who are different
from you.”

Children of Clay County and children
across America were treated to some extra
reading fun and different storytime listen-
ing last week as the nation took the week
to celebrate the March birthday of one of
America’s most beloved children’s authors,
Dr. Seuss.

121 Financial Credit Union offers BOGO packages for Jumbo Shrimp

Available for six days for
people who purchase Game
Night Experience tickets

JACKSONVILLE — 121 Financial Credit
Union, the official credit union of the Jack-
sonville Jumbo Shrimp, is offering buy one,
get one digital ticket packages from March
13-18 for the 2023 Jumbo Shrimp season.

Visitors to any of 121 Financial Credit
Union’s eight local branches who purchase
a 10-game digital voucher packet will
receive an additional 10-game digital
voucher packet for 20 vouchers. The
voucher packet is $195 instead of $390 for
two sets of 10-game packages.

The credit union will also enter every-
one who purchases a voucher packet into
a drawing to win access for as many as 20
people to the credit union’s private Skybox

Suite for one game this season.

“We are thrilled to exclusively offer
this great ticket deal again this year 1o
our members and the public,” said David
Marovich, chief executive officer for 121
Financial Credit Union. “Last year nearly
set a record for attendance at 121 Finan-
cial Ballpark, and we are excited about
this year’s Jumbo Shrimp season and all
of the great promotions and games the mi-
nor league baseball team has scheduled.
Thirsty Thursday has never been better!”

The 20 digital ticket vouchers are re-

deemable for any game during the 2023
Jumbo Shrimp season with no blackout
dates. There is no limit on voucher use per
game, meaning voucher holders can use
as many as they want. There are no added
taxes or additional fees.

Ticket packages must be purchased in
person at any 121 Financial Credit Union
branch location, including 1714 Blanding
Blvd. in Middleburg. Credit union member-
ship is not required.

Tickets will be delivered digitally by the
Jumbo Shrimp the week of March 20 us-
ing the team’s new digital ticketing system,
which requires an email login from fans.

The credit union will enter each ticket
packet holder into the Pri