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In Brief
School Pictures

Reminder – Oakland-Craig 
will be taking school pictures 
on Thurs., Sept. 7th.

POW/MIA
Everyone is invited to join in 

taking a silent lap around the 
Oakland-Craig track before 
the start of the football game 
against Malcom on Fri., Sept. 
8th at 6:30 p.m.  Come show 
your support for our veterans.  
National POW/MIA Day is the 
3rd Fri., Sept. 15th.

Relay For Life
All are welcome to come 

support the fight through the 
American Cancer Society Relay 
For Life of the Burt County 
Area on Sun., Sept. 10th in 
the Lyons Park.  Survivors’ 
Meal at 12:30 with a full day 
of events planned until 6:30. 
Bring a lawn chair and join in 
the celebration.

Community  
Coffee

You are invited to a Com-
munity Coffee at Oakland-Craig 
High School on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19 at 7:30 a.m. Take 
this opportunity to ask any 
questions you have or simply 
chat with the administrative 
team. We will be meeting in the 
old gym.

Grain Markets
Cash price at CVA east  
hub as of Tues., Sept. 5

Corn...............$4.89
Beans ..............$13.01

Monday-Tuesday
9:00 a.m.-noon & 1-5 p.m.

Wednesday-Friday
9:00 a.m.-noon & 1-4 p.m.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Business 
Hours
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Curt Hineline
Editor

More than 80 partici-
pants took advantage of 
the beautiful weather to 
play a round of golf for 
Oakland-Craig gradu-
ates.  The Friends of 
Oakland Foundation 
(FOOF) Scholarship 
Golf Tournament was 
held on Aug. 27th and 
offered family friendly 
games in addition to the 
annual tournament.

Also contributing 
to funds raised were a 
basket raffle, BINGO, 
and Split the Pot.

Several 2023 scholar-
ship recipients returned 
to play and help raise 
money for the next 
group of recipients of a 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUE BECKNER
Recent Oakland-Craig grads participate in the annual Friends of Oakland Foundation Scholarship Golf Outing 
as a way to give back.  Pictured are (from left) Maycie Johnson, Trevor Weitzenkamp, Kara Peterson, Shea John-
son, Dawson Rhodes, Connor Guill, Reese Johnson, and Charli Webster.

Giving continues through FOOF Golf Tournament

continued on page 14

Abi Coonrod to 
share need for 
community in 
each battle

Curt Hineline
Editor

Relay For Life of the 
Burt County Area 
event will take 

place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10 at the Brink 
Park in Lyons, Ne-
braska.  The American 
Cancer Society Relay 
For Life is a community 
celebration. 

Cancer Survivors 
are the VIPs among 
whom are Abi Coon-
rood, granddaughter of 
Mike and the late Kathy 
Uhing of Craig.  Abi, a 
graduate of Logan View, 
will share her deeply 
personal and encourag-
ing story as the honored 
guest speaker at the 
event in Lyons.

“Relay for Life is so 
important to me for 
numerous reasons,” Abi 
shared. “Relay allows 
me to feel like I have 
a community fighting 
beside me and I’m not 
taking this battle on 
alone.”

The excitement of 
the birth of her second 
child came with the 
news no one wants to 
hear. Abi had a pre-
mature baby girl on 
January 16, 2022.  Abi 
and her husband, Cody, 
were excited to bring 
Baby Preslee home after 
4 weeks in NICU, as was 
her older sister, Harper. 
About a month later, on 
March 28 to be exact, 

Abi was diagnosed with 
breast cancer.

Abi’s First Burt 
County Relay Event 
was September 11, 2022, 
her 33rd Birthday.  Her 
aunt, Alisa Uhing said 
she was so happy to be 
celebrating her birth-
day with other survi-
vors.

“Abi has always been 
a spitfire, telling you 
how it is, maybe blunt-
ly,” Alisa said. “But she 
always kept a positive 

attitude! I never saw it 
grow dim.  The attitude, 
in my opinion, is huge 
for any survivor to start 
the battle.  Keep a posi-
tive attitude!”

Alisa said that Abi 
has been an inspiration 
to many.  “I hope some-
day her girls see her as 
an inspiration, as well.”

Since her diagnosis, 
Abi has taken treat-
ments (chemo, radia-

BURT COUNTY TO UNITE  
in cancer fight

PHOTO COURTESY OF ABI COONROD
Cody and Abi Coonrod with their daughters Preslee 
(in her mother’s arms) and Harper.

continued on page 14

PHOTO COURTESY OF WHITNI TRAN
Former Nebraskans, Tri, Whitney, Penelope, Rowen 
and Willow now call Lakeland, Florida home.

Curt Hineline
Editor

When hurricanes 
are forecasted to make 
landfall in the United 
States, most Mid-
westerners don’t give 
it a second thought.  
Though not in its 
direct path, former 
Nebraskans Tri and 
Whitney (Storie) Tran 
said that Hurricane 
Idalia brought them 
concern as others felt 
its destructive force.

Tornadoes?  Sure.  
Flooding?  That, too.  
When it comes to hurri-
canes, the Trans relied 
on their new friends 
and neighbors in 
Lakeland, FL as Idalia 
approached last week.

Born and raised in 
the Cornhusker State, 
Whitney wasn’t sure 
what to expect as it 
became evident that the 
first Atlantic hurricane 

of the season was fore-
casted to cross Florida.

Whitney, a 2007 grad 
of Oakland-Craig and 
2011 grad of Wayne State 
College said that she 
and her husband Tri 
had been contemplating 
moving south on and off 
for a while now.  “When 
I decided to leave the job 
I was at, we decided to go 
ahead and move where 
we wanted. We really 
wanted something new 
and wanted to do it while 
our kids were young.”

Having received 
her master’s degree in 
human services from 
Bellevue University 
in 2018 she knew there 
would be some sort of 
job for her in Florida.

Whitney discovered 
that with the new home 
came new threats.  “I 
guess I was a bit igno-
rant, as I did not even 

Hurricane Idalia  
hits close to home  

for former Nebraskans

continued on page 12
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The dance continues in Nebraska
Over the past couple of 

years, Oakland-Craig Volley-
ball has become a sensation 
enjoyed by many new fans 
such as me.  As the new season 
gets underway, it has been ex-
citing to see a continued drive 
and determination among the 
student-athletes to fight and 
claw their way to victory.

As a huge football fan, vol-
leyball has always been on the 
backburner for me.  That has 
changed.  Football will always 
be one of my favorite sports to 
watch.  Volleyball now shares 
that spot for me.

Like the O-C teams of the 
past, the current squad has 
had moments on the court 
where the best description of 
their movement is that of a 

dance.  Carefully choreo-
graphed, each member plays a 
selfless role in order to score 
the point.  It is quite impres-
sive to see.

Unfortunately, I was among 

those left watching Nebraska’s 
Volleyball Day in Lincoln on 
television.  To be among the 
world-record setting event at 
Memorial Stadium on Wednes-
day would have been a real 
treat.  It is unprecedented to 
have 90,203 people to gather 
for a volleyball match.  The 
record actually applies to any 
women’s sporting event and to 
think it happened right here in 
Nebraska for a college competi-
tion.

As the event became the 
talk of the state the next day, I 
learned that I wasn’t the only 
guy that got misty eyed con-
templating what had just taken 
place.  

I was reminded of an in-
terview I did with Volleyball 

Olympian Jordan Larson after 
her first gold medal about her 
journey from a small town 
grade school student with a 
dream to play volleyball.  The 
Logan View grad said that 
playing her best volleyball had 
been her passion since she was 
a little girl.

I am proud to live in a state 
that seeks to encourage every 
young athlete, boy or girl, to 
reach for the stars.

Congratulations to Coach 
Becky Rennerfeldt of Oakland-
Craig and Coach John Cook 
of University of Nebraska 
Lincoln on your successful 
start to the season.  May your 
girls find continued success 
throughout this fall.

In My 
Humble Opinion

Curt Hineline, Editor

Dry fields, uncertain yields — 
How crop insurance can help

Kelsey Willardson
Policy Associate
Center for Rural Affairs

Before long, harvest 
will be upon us. For 
farmers across the 
state, this year has 
been marked by weath-
er events and strains, 
including drought. De-
spite their hard work, 
some farmers may see a 
decrease in their yields 
due to these conditions. 
If this is the case, they 
may need to rely on 
their crop insurance to 
account for the loss.

According to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor, the 
entirety of Nebraska 
has been in a drought, 
with more than 80% 
of the state experienc-
ing severe drought, 
and more than half 
experiencing extreme 
drought.The continued 
heat and lack of rain 
can endanger the liveli-
hoods of farmers, mak-
ing risk management 
tools like crop insur-
ance a necessity. 

Administered by the 
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Risk Man-
agement Agency, crop 
insurance programs—
available for more than 
100 commodity and 
specialty crops— of-
fer protection for crop, 
livestock, or revenue 
loss. Prior to planting, 
farmers can work with 
crop insurance agents 
to choose coverage that 
best suits their opera-
tion, with policies avail-
able to cover from 50 to 

100% of their expected 
crop value.

If yields are low— 
from events such as 
drought, flooding, frost, 
or wind—crop insur-
ance will guarantee 
income. Some policies 
also protect against 
market fluctuations, 
which pose their own 
risk to farming opera-
tions.  

To help farmers bet-
ter understand their 
options, the Center 
for Rural Affairs has 
released a new educa-
tional resource. Crop 
Insurance 101 can be 
downloaded at cfra.
org/publications. The 
resource is especially 
helpful for beginning 
farmers and those 
operating small or spe-
cialty farms. Produc-
ers with questions are 
welcome to contact me 
at kelseyw@cfra.org. 

No farmer wants to 
face drought, especially 
year after year, but crop 
insurance can help ease 
that burden by protect-
ing the finances of their 
operation.

Kelsey Willardsos 
Center for Rural 
Affairs 

Out-of-touch Wash-
ington, D.C. bureau-
crats are trying to 
impose their preferenc-
es on the entire coun-
try. The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) announced 
burdensome new emis-
sions requirements on 
American-made ve-
hicles, including both 
light cars and heavy-
duty trucks. These 
standards require up 
to two-thirds of new 
cars and trucks sold in 
the U.S. to be electric 
vehicles (EVs) in just 
eight years. That’s prac-
tically an EV mandate. 
These mandates will in-
crease costs for not just 
American drivers, but 
also every American 
consumer and business.

The EPA’s attempt to 
force a rapid transition 
to EVs is setting our 
energy and transpor-
tation infrastructure 
up to fail. It disregards 
the way of life in rural 
parts of our country. It 
eliminates consumer 
choice. It stifles private-
sector innovation in 
favor of big government 
regulation. All of this 
will cause prices on 
everyday goods and 
services to increase. As 
businesses struggle to 
keep up with increased 
production and operat-
ing costs, customers 
will be forced to pay 
more as well.

To fight this, I will 
be co-introducing Con-
gressional Review Act 
legislation to overturn 
this detached-from-
reality rule. I also co-in-
troduced the Flex Fuel 
Fairness Act to ensure 
Nebraska consumers 
maintain choice in 
what vehicle they want 
to purchase. I will also 
continue advocating 
for the proven solution 
of biofuels that save 
consumers money at 
the pump, clean our 
environment, and sup-
port American energy 
independence. We also 
need to make sure 
our fellow Americans 
know the truth about 
what this would mean 
for our country, our 
state, and our people. 
That’s why this week, 
I hosted stakeholders 
from across Nebras-
ka and policy experts 
from across the coun-
try to share the reality 
of Biden’s EV mandate. 
We discussed the reali-

ties of EVs and the sig-
nificant problems this 
burdensome mandate 
would create or exacer-
bate.

One of the primary 
dangers of a forced, 
rapid transition to 
EVs is the strain it 
would place on our 
power grid. We lack the 
generation capacity to 
handle the increased 
demand caused by 
a switch to EVs. An 
American Transporta-
tion Research Insti-
tute study found that 
full electrification of 
the U.S. vehicle fleet 
would utilize 40% of our 
current electric gen-
eration capacity. Some 
states would need to 
increase their electric-
ity generation capacity 
by as much as 60% to 
meet the demand. All 
this, while President 
Biden and the EPA at-
tack American energy 
production at every 
turn. They can’t have it 
both ways. Without in-
creased baseload pow-
er generation, this 
EV mandate will lead 
to rolling blackouts and 
increased energy prices 
for American families 
and businesses. That’s 
unacceptable.

Another challenge of 
a forced switch to EVs 
is the lack of charging 
infrastructure, espe-
cially in rural areas. 
Many Nebraska com-
munities are hundreds 
of miles from the near-
est charging station. 
In northern Nebraska, 
a Department of En-
ergy map shows not a 
single EV charger for 
340 miles of U.S. High-
way 20 from Allen to 
Hay Springs. Charging 
speeds will also need to 
improve dramatically. 
It’s not workable for a 
truck hauling cattle 
to spend hours at a 
charging station in the 
summer heat instead 
of 10 minutes at a gas 
station.

EVs are also un-
affordable for too 
many people. One of 
the experts from the 
Breakthrough Institute 
at my event this week 
shared data revealing 
the average low- and 
middle-income families 
spend approximately 
$12,000 to purchase a 
vehicle. The average 
price of an EV was over 
$65,000 last year. That’s 
not only significantly 
more than families are 
spending on a vehicle, 
it’s also $10,000 more 
than the average Ne-
braska worker makes 
in an entire year.

The story is the same 
for battery-electric 
heavy trucks. Accord-
ing to the American 
Trucking Associa-
tion, a new, traditional 
long-haul tractor 
typically costs between 
$180,000-$200,000. A 
battery-electric ver-
sion costs nearly 
$480,000. This cost 
difference will likely 
push smaller carri-
ers that can’t afford the 
increased costs out of 
business. It will also 
make the products we 
consume more expen-
sive as the cost to trans-
port them increases. 
As businesses struggle 
to keep up, those costs 
will again be passed on 
to consumers.

EV mandates will 
also increase our de-
pendence on adversar-
ies like the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC). 
The PRC generally 
controls around 80% 
of the world’s produc-
tion of rare earth ele-
ments needed to make 
EVs, including graph-
ite and neodymium. 
America lacks the 
domestic production to 
handle a rapid increase 
in demand for these 
minerals. At a time of 
rising threats around 
the world, America 
should be focused on 
policies that reduce, not 
increase, dependence 
on our adversaries.

I will continue to 
sound the alarm on 
the dangers of Biden’s 
reckless policies both 
in Washington and here 
at home in Nebraska. 
Only by raising our 
voices together will we 
be able to fight these 
radical, detached-from-
reality mandates.

Pete Ricketts

The Reality of Electric Vehicles

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of  
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the right of  the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 

redress of  grievances.

— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution



Local
To submit items for the Local page, 
call Curt Hineline at 402-685-5624, 
or e-mail editorcurt@gmail.com

                      Oakland Independent  3                                    
             Thursday, September 7, 2023

	
	
 

eeeeeee 
Sponsored by

• Holmquist Lumber, Oakland
• Dr. Kelly Lechtenberg, DVM, Oakland
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• Helena Chemical Co., Oakland

•  Dr. Kelly Lechtenberg, DVM, Oakland
•  Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC, Oakland

School Pictures
Reminder – Oakland-Craig will be taking school pictures 
on Thurs., Sept. 7th.

POW/MIA
Everyone is invited to join in taking a silent lap around 
the Oakland-Craig track before the start of the football 
game against Malcom on Fri., Sept. 8th at 6:30 p.m.  
Come show your support for our veterans.  National 
POW/MIA Day is the 3rd Fri., Sept. 15th.

Relay For Life
All are welcome to come support the fight through 
the American Cancer Society Relay For Life of the 
Burt County Area on Sun., Sept. 10th in the Lyons 
Park.  Survivors’ Meal at 12:30 with a full day of events 
planned until 6:30. Bring a lawn chair and join in the 
celebration.

Community Coffee
You are invited to a Community Coffee at Oakland-
Craig High School on Tuesday, September 19 at 7:30 
a.m. Take this opportunity to ask any questions you 
have or simply chat with the administrative team. We 
will be meeting in the old gym.

AA and NA
Alcoholics Anonymous meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and Narcotics Anonymous on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
at the First Lutheran Church.

Food Pantry
Contact Kim Mayberry at (402) 429-1577 for more 
information on the Oakland Food Pantry held at the 
Oakland Evangelical Free Church – 821 E. Fulton Ave.

Oakland School  & Community Calendar
eeeeeee

Oakland-Craig School
and Community Calendar

120 YEARS AGO
Peter Palmer and his 

son are at work on the 
foundation of the C.J. 
Johnson residence.

Theo Anderson 
bought the Lund Gro-
cery Store.

110 YEARS AGO

The girls in the Oak-
land school have orga-
nized a basketball team.

The revival meeting 
at the Lund Theatre 
started. A choir of 75 
voices adds much.

100 YEARS AGO

Eight Carloads of feed-
er cattle were shipped 
here this week and 
fifteen car loads were 
shipped out.

90 YEARS AGO

The rural carriers 
of the local mail were 
reduced from 4 to 3 and 
the routes were revised. 
Joe Langford has retired 
on full pension.

70 YEARS AGO

New elected presi-
dent of Oakland High 
School classes are 
Jim Peterson, senior; 
Gerald Groene, junior; 
Raymond Bundy, sopho-
more; and Jim Johnson, 
freshman.

Four baton twirlers 
will perform with the 

marching band. They 
are Lila Larson, Chloine 
Lane, Joan Peterson and 
Lois Hedell. Bob Oberg 
is a drum major.

For the third consecu-
tive year Bob Anderson 
emerged as golf champion.

60 YEARS AGO

Jack & Jill is celebrat-
ing their new location.

Rev. C.F. Weideman, 
minister of the West-
side Methodist Church, 
accompanied by the 
church choir, will pres-
ent the vesper service in 
Claire Memorial Meth-
odist Church in Omaha 

Sunday.. Mrs. Elmon 
Enstrom is director and 
Mrs. Ervin F. Smith is 
accompanist.

Nearly 1,000 persons 
enjoyed an evening of 
fun along with Western 
style barbeque beef plus 
the trimming at the 
third annual VFW bar-
beque at the auditorium.

Class presidents elect-
ed so far at the Oakland 
High School are Jerome 
Anderson, senior; Galen 
Johnson, junior; and 
Larry King, sophomore.

50 YEARS AGO

Members of the 

Oakland-Craig Dramat-
ics Club were planning 
the first dinner theatre 
production.

The Knights opened 
the 1973 campaign with 
an avenging 26-6 win 
over the Lyons Lions, 
who had won openers 
the previous two years.

40 YEARS AGO

Oaklander Amy Nel-
son, daughter of Harlan 
and Marlene Nelson, 
showed the reserve 
champion crossbred 
barrow at the Nebraska 
State Fair's 4-H market 
swine show. Brother Ste-

ven showed the reserve 
lightweight crossbred 
gilt.

The Oakland Garden 
Club held its 50th anni-
versary.

Angie Johnson of 
Craig showed the cham-
pion breeding heifer at 
the Nebraska State Fair.

30 YEARS AGO

Oakland 1993 Com-
munity Improvement 
Program entry has been 
sent to state headquar-
ters in Lincoln. The 60 
page report book docu-
ments 10 improvement 
projects undertaken in 
Oakland during the past 
year. Co-chairmen are: 
Bernice Persson and 
Dewaine Gahan.

Mutual Insurance 
Company of Oakland 
will have an open house 
at its new home on main 
street, 312 N. Oakland 
Ave.

Three state sena-
tors will be featured at 
a banquet in Oakland 
on Tuesday night, Sept 
21. The featured sena-
tors are: Scott Moore, 
District 24, of Seward, 
Ray Janssen, District 15, 
of Nickerson; and Bud 
Robinson, District 16 of 
Blair.

20 YEARS AGO

The Oakland bank 

will have an additional 
facility, this one to be 
located on Highway 77, 
catty-corner from the 
orange water tower. Con-
struction work began 
last week.

Oakland-Craig lived 
up to its billing as a vol-
leyball force by going 4-1 
in the Season-opening 
Northeast Nebraska 
Classic last weekend.  

10 YEARS AGO

Bottles from the 
Oakland Bottling Works 
from around the turn of 
the 20th century were 
recently unearthed. 
Some pieces of Oakland 
history were acciden-
tally found this last 
summer when Jeff 
Frahm began digging a 
trench for Vern’s Plumb-
ing to install new water 
lines to the fair barns 
with his backhoe. They 
suddenly found pieces 
of glass bottles as well 
as some intact bottles in 
the hole. 

Britney Stevenson of 
Oakland, NE was Se-
nior FFA Showman and 
Supreme Overall-All 
Grades FFA Showman 
at the NE State Fair. 
Her sister Rylee Ste-
venson earned Reserve 
Champion AOB lamb. 

A Visit with Yesteryear

Golden Oaks News

School Menus

OAKLAND INDEPENDENT ARCHIVE
(September 2003) Heavy equipment is transforming the vacant lot catty-corner from 
the orange Oakland water tower into a satellite facility for First National Bank North-
east. Operating the machine in foreground is Oaklander Butch Anderson. The new 
bank will compliment the existing downtown bank in Oakland and is scheduled to 
open next spring (photo by Stacey Elsasser).

910 N. Lincoln Street, West Point • (402) 372-2418
www.familydentalcenterofwestpoint.com

The first step in preventing dental disease  
is scheduling an appointment with a  

dental hygienist.

Meet our team of Dental Hygienists!

“Creating Beautiful Smiles for Life”

Like us on

Dr. Shawn Kralik, DDS 
Dr. Jonathan Howell, DDS

Molly Ferg Jessica Eikmeier Angela Mendlik

Pastor Judy Johnson
Elim and St. Paul's 
Lutheran Churches

Mark your calendars 
for Sunday, September 
17, when St. Paul's and 
Elim Lutheran churches 
will host ‘God’s Work. 
Our Hands’/Polka Sun-
day.  The day will begin 
with a polka worship 
service at 10:30 a.m. 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 1843 County Rd. 
E, Hooper.  

This will be the tenth 
anniversary of the 
ELCA-sponsored day 
of service, which the 

congregations have held 
each September except 
for the COVID-19 years. 

Lonnie Piitz and 
members of his Leo 
Lonnie Polka Band of 
Brainard will again lead 
music for the worship 
service.  Last year, the 
children of the congrega-
tions added kazoo music 
to the service.  Children 
are invited and encour-
aged to attend—each one 
will receive something 
special.

The special offering 
will be directed to area 
fire and rescue depart-
ments:  Scribner, Hooper, 

Winslow and Uehling, to 
show our appreciation 
for their faithful service 
to our communities.  We 
are grateful for their ex-
pertise and willingness 
to help all of the commu-
nities in emergencies.

Following worship, 
everyone is invited to 
stay for lunch in the 
church basement.  We’ll 
have barbecue pork 
sandwiches, side dishes 
and dessert.  A free-will 
offering will be tak-
en.  The public is invited 
to attend.

For more information 
about Polka Sunday, 

please contact Pastor 
Judy Johnson at 402-380-
1990.

Polka Sunday Mission Offering to be 
Directed to Area Fire and Rescue 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUDY JOHNSON
Children’s time during the 2022 Polka Sunday service.

Jami Method
Golden Oaks

Greetings from Golden Oaks! 
Labor Day is over and the 

weather is somewhat cooling 
down so now I imagine every-
thing will be all about the Pump-
kin Spice! 

Our monthly board meeting 
will be on Sept. 11th at 1:30 p.m.

and this is open to the public. 
Dr. Ryan Wolken will be here on 
Sept. 11th at 12:30 for the stretch 
therapy.

Our monthly foot and vitals 
clinic will be on Sept. 12th and 
Sept. 13th so please call ahead if 

you cannot
make your scheduled time. 
Jam session will be on Sept. 

14th and we will start at 2:00 
instead of 1:30.

Happy birthday wishes this 
week go out to Marcia Anderson 
on Sept. 11th.

Jam Session time changed to 2:00 p.m.

LOGAN VIEW
MON., SEPT. 11

BREAKFAST: Waffles, Milk, WG Cereal, WG Bars, and WG Bagels
LUNCH: Chicken Nuggets, Mashed Potatoes, Dinner Roll, Fruit, 

Vegetables, Milk
PRESCHOOL: B-Cereal, Fruit, B-Chicken Nuggets, Mashed Pota-

toes, Mandarin Oranges, Milk

TUES., SEPT. 12
BREAKFAST: Breakfast Pizza, Milk, WG Cereal, WG Bars, and WG 

Bagels
LUNCH: Chicken Alfredo, Breadstick, Fruit, Vegetables, Milk
PRESCHOOL: B-Cereal, Fruit, L-Chicken Alfredo, Broccoli, Pears, 

Milk

WED., SEPT. 13
BREAKFAST:  Eggs, Toast, Milk, WG Cereal, WG Bars, and WG 

Bagels
LUNCH: Philly Sandwich, Fruit, Vegetables, Milk
PRESCHOOL: Muffin, Fruit, B-Philly Slider, Corn, Applesauce, Milk

THURS. SEPT. 14
BREAKFAST:  French Toast Tornado, Milk, WG Cereal, WG Bars, 

and WG Bagels
LUNCH: Breakfast for Lunch, Fruit, Vegetables, Milk
PRESCHOOL: Oatmeal Round, Fruit, B-Ham/Cheese Rollup, Fresh 

Veggies, Peachers, Milk

FRI., SEPT 15
BREAKFAST:  Donut, Milk, WG Cereal, WG Bars, and WG Bagels
LUNCH: Sub Sandwiches, Fruit, Vegetables, Milk
NO PRESCHOOL

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.BURTCOUNTYNEWS.NET
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-- Great farmland --
-- Great pasture and grassland --
-- Sold in six individual tracts --

L-2300453L-2300453

LAND AUCTIONLAND AUCTION
SIMULCAST LIVE AND ONLINE

For more information on property details, please contact:
Wendi Schutte, Broker 
Phone: (402) 518-0115

WSchutte@FarmersNational.com

www.FarmersNational.com/Laurel

441.83± Acres • Dixon & Dakota Counties, Nebraska
American Legion | 103 East Elk Street | Jackson, Nebraska

Thursday, September 28, 2023 | 10:30 AM

Bidding starts | Monday, September 23, 2023 at 8:00 AM
Bidding closes | Thursday, September 28, 2023 at at close of live event

To register and bid go to: WWW.FNCBID.COM

Hours: Monday-Thursday 
10 hour shifts

Excellent benefits!

Egbers Flighting in Herman, NE  
is looking to hire a  

Full-Time 
Assembly Person. 

Must be able to pass a background check and drug screening 

Duties Include:
Position parts and subassemblies by using 

reading measurement or templates. 
Maintain Supplies of stock inventory.

Assembles components by fastening parts 
and sub-assemblies. Verifies specifications 

by measuring completed components.
Requirements:

Ability to read tape measure & other 
measuring devices accurately. Must be 

able to read, interpret, and follow basic blue 
prints, Bill of Materials, and other written or 

verbal instructions or procedures.
*Utilize hand held tools and power tools.

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION AT 130 US HWY 75 HERMAN, NE 
OR EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO:

brenda.egbersflighting@gmail.com

Over 100 participate in Craig 
Community Foundation Golf

Money raised for 
student scholarships

The 15th an-
nual Craig Commu-
nity Foundation Golf 
Outing was held on Sat-
urday, August 5th, at the 
Oakland Golf Club. Over 
110 people participated 
in the outing with funds 
raised for continuing 
education for Seniors in 

the Craig area.  
2023 Scholarship 

recipients Maycie John-
son, Johnna Peterson, 
and Garret Lindberg 
helped serve lunch.

The Foundation 
Board wishes to thank 
area participants, spon-
sors, volunteers, and 
supporters of the outing. 

Next year's outing is 
anticipated to be on Sat-
urday, August 3, 2024.

Decatur mother arrested 
in death of 15-month-old
Curt Hineline
Editor

A preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for 
Sept. 8th in Burt County 
Court for 22-year-old 
Josephine Boschult.  The 
defendant was arrested 
for the Aug. 24th drown-
ing of her 15-month-old 
toddler.

Boschult faces one 
count of child neglect 
resulting in death.  

That on or about, 
August 14, 2023, in Burt 
County, Nebraska, Jose-
phine M. Boschult, did 
then

and there negligently 
cause or permit a minor 
child to be placed in 
a situation that en-
dangered his/her life 
or physical or mental 
health; and such negli-
gence resulted in death 
of said child.

According to the 
arrest warrant, Offi-
cer Townsend was on 
duty for the Decatur 
Police Department when 
dispatched to 1203 4th 
Ave. in Decatur for a 
drowning baby.  Officer 
Townsend witnessed 
Josephine Boschult 
performing CRP on the 
child.  After an hour 
of CPR on scene by the 
mother and Officer 
Townsend, by the De-
catur Fire and Rescue, 
and at Bergan Mercy 

Hospital, the child was 
pronounced deceased.

Affidavit for Arrest 
Warrant revealed that 
Boschult reported that 
she was bathing her 
three kids. After they 
finished their bath, 
they got out, and she left 
the tiny infant in the 
bathtub while the water 
drained. Ms. Boschult 
advised that she got a 
phone call about the 
older two boys not 
behaving. She further 
reported that she went 
outside to take the phone 
and 5 to 10 minutes had 
passed, and she com-
pletely forgot about her 
infant child in the bath-
tub. She said the infant 
was lying upside down 
in the bathtub when she 
returned. 

While performing 
CPR, Officer Townsend 
also noted that the 
child was hot and had 
burns on his body. Ms. 
Boschult advised the 
child had to have turned 
the hot water on.  The af-
fidavit also shared that 
the Iowa Medical Ex-
aminer advised that the 
child suffered from 1st 
and 2nd degree burns.

Boschultz posted 10% 
of a $50,000 bond on Sept. 
1st and is expected to 
be arraigned in Burt 
County Court on Sept. 
8th at 10:30 a.m.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BROOKE PETERSON
CCF Coed Winners: Rod and Diane Christenson / Gil 
Johnson

CCF Men’s 1st Flight Winners: Mark Bender, David 
Eriksen, Keith Eriksen, and Michael Eberly.

CCF Men’s 2nd Flight Winners: Mike Borer, Don An-
derson Brad Osterloh, and Ken Taylor.

CCF Women’s Flight Winners: Katie Eriksen, Ellen 
Eriksen, Becky Rennerfeldt, and Sarah Smith.

Final week to view BC Museum Black and White Photo Display

PHOTO COURTESY OF BURT COUNTY MUSEUM
Burt County Museum visitor Janell Carson of Herman studies the Plains Indian photos enlarged by Tekamah man 
Rick Stout when he worked at Midwest Photo Company in Omaha. The black and white historical photos will 
remain on display until Saturday, Sept. 16. Museum hours are 1 to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
Email burtcomuseum@abbnebraska.com or phone 402-374-1505.

Your Hometown Newspaper!WE MAKE VINYL BANNERS!
Full-Color • Grommetts & Hemmed

 2’x3’ • 3’x4’ • 3’x8’ • Custom Size
CALL TODAY TO ORDER YOUR BANNER • 402-426-2121
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MCH AUXILIARY
RUMMAGE SALE

 

THURSDAY, 9/14 - 9AM - 7PM
FRIDAY, 9/15 - 9AM - 7PM

SATURDAY, 9/16 - 9AM - NOON (BAG SALE ONLY)

Holiday and vintage collectibles
will be located at the American Legion

103 S 12th St, Blair, NE 68008

September 14, 15, & 16, 2023

City of Blair Public Works Building
341 Grant Street, Blair, NE 68008

A HUGE thank you to our Sponsors!
WCB
Kempcke Seeds, Inc
Fairway Oil
Memorial Community Hospital
and Health System
SE Smith and Sons
Taylor Oil

Abe's Trash Service, Inc.
Luxa Construction
Sid Dillon
Balls Out Motors
McKinnis Roofing
RVR Bank       (as of 8/15/23)
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WE MAKE VINYL BANNERS!

Customize a banner for your next event!
Affordable full-color vinyl banners 
come hemmed with grommets to

prolong the life of your banner.

Many sizes to choose from:
 2’x3’ • 3’x4’ • 3’x8’ • Custom Size

CALL TODAY TO ORDER YOUR BANNER • 402-426-2121

like us!

Your Hometown Newspaper!
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The Tragedy 
Olympics

Blessed are you who have realized that 
life is hard.  Your awesomeness came at a 
cost.  Blessed are you who gave up the myth 
that the good life is one of happiness, success, 
perfection, you know, the life that looks so 
beautiful on Facebook, but isn’t real.  Blessed 
are all of us who struggle, for we are in good 
company and we will never walk alone. 

Tragedies can sometimes be life-altering 
events, but sometimes, we see on Facebook 
or other social platforms where siblings are 
fighting or we see a picture of someone’s bro-
ken toe, or their flight was cancelled numer-
ous times, or maybe they missed the latest 
episode of On Patrol Live, (that’s me!).  

These things may seem like tragedies at 
times, but sometimes I just secretly shake my 
head and wish they could walk a day in the 
life of someone who is truly suffering.  

As a pastor, you see a lot of brokenness and 
suffering, but seeing and being a part of bro-
kenness in your own life gives you the oppor-
tunity to grow in love and compassion.  Even 
though this life is not shiny, it does come with 
some awesome superpowers!  

Superpowers of empathy and courage 
that get you back up after another fall and a 
deepened awe at the beauty and love that can 
be found in the midst of the rubble. It’s like 
flowers or trees that grow in the cracks of the 
sidewalk or the mounds of rocks.  These vir-
tues blossom in us.  Pain and suffering can 
unite us and draw us together.  

I think of Corrie Ten Boom who suffered 
greatly in the Nazi prison camps, seeing so 
much suffering, but as fellow sufferers, she 
shared Christ with all the 1400 women in her 
barracks, women of all faiths, who became 
one.  Corrie was one of the greatest leaders in 
the Tragedy Olympics who showed great faith 
and courage in her walk amongst sufferers. 

 So maybe cut your very irritable neighbor 
some slack, or your Facebook friend who 
shows you another booboo they just gained.  
When people enter the Tragedy Olympics, life 
becomes very real. It’s real life, and we are 
all, for better or worse, players who need each 
other.

From the 
Pastor’s     
pen

Brandon Ridder, O.D. 
Oakland 402-685-5081 

 West Point 402-372-3266

• Pre-Need Funeral Planning
• Monument Sales

Jim & Danielle Pelan 
402-685-5673

Thoughtful Service Within The Means of All

Pelan Funeral Services, Oakland

Tekamah • Lyons • Uehling • Hooper • Oakland • Fremont • Ceresco • Hartington
1-800-773-2265

Aaron J. Arlt
Agent

222 N. Oakland Avenue
Oakland, NE 68045

402.685.5691 • aaron.arlt.gj3a@statefarm.com

TM

321 N. Oakland Ave. • Oakland, NE 68045
Phone: 402-685-5100 • Fax: 685-5184

olsonplumbibg@oaklandnebraska.com

Olson Plumbing & Heating, LLC
Plumbing • Heating • A/C • Trenching
O
P

Oakland, NE 68045
Richard & Susan Mulder, Owners

Prescriptions 
Hallmark Cards

Gifts • Collectibles
 • 402-685-5883 • Emergency 402-685-6745 • Fax 402-685-5173

Hours: M-F 8-6 • S 8-4 • Pharmacy closes at Noon on Sat.Hours: M-F 8-6 • S 8-2 • Pharmacy closes at Noon at Sat.

Oakland Heights
207 S Engdahl Ave. • Oakland

402-685-5683 • 402-685-5524 • www.oaklandhgts.com

Nursing Home & 
Assisted Living

Nelson’s

Julie Nelson Johnson, Owner
Oakland, NE • 402-685-5652

lie Nelson Johnson Owner

®

Just 10 minutes to a great “Just for me” 
12” Pizza-any or all toppings-Just $9.99!

Local Worship Services 

for the week of Sept. 7 - Sept. 13

AA and NA
Alcoholics Anonymous meets on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. and Narcotic Anonymous

 on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at the First Lutheran Church.

Craig-Alder 
Grove Parish

Craig, Neb. Pastor Gregg Gahan 
402.870.2738

Sun., 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
at Alder Grove

Food Bank, contact Kathy 
Burghardt 402-317-8511.

Elim Lutheran
2312 Swaburg Rd.

Hooper, Neb.
Handicap accessible

Sun.  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
Breakfast 

                   Kickoff at St. Paul’s
         10:30 a.m. Combined Worship
	 at. St. Paul’s

Wed. 4:00 p.m. Confirmation 
          at St. Paul’s

Evangelical Free
Oakland
821 E. Fulton

Pastor Mike Sechler
402.685.6292 Handicap Accessible 

Nursery Provided
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:11 a.m. Worship Service 

First Baptist
202 N. Fried Ave., Oakland

Pastor Curt Hineline
402.380.4316

Handicap Accessible
Sun.  9:30 a.m. Sunday School  

         10:45 a.m. Worship Service
Wed.  7:30 p.m. Bible Study

at Rob Mavis’s

First Evangelical 
Lutheran

LCMC
Rev. Mark Eldal

Handicap Accessible
Tues. 7:30 p.m. AA Meeting

Thurs. 7:30 p.m. NA Meeting
Sat. 5:30 p.m. Worship
Sun 9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday School    
11:00 a.m. Adult Class

Wed. 8 p.m. Choir

First United 
Methodist

113 N. Oakland Ave.
402.685.566

Handicap Accessible
Pastor Toni Hightree

402.380.2428
10:45 a.m. Worship Service held 
every other week in Oakland and 

in Lyons.  9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 
Please call to confirm schedule.

Immanuel  
Lutheran

Hooper, NE
Pastor Stuart Freese

Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
        10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Wed. 4:00 p.m. Confirmation

St. John’s  
Lutheran

LCMS
Rural Lyons, NE

Pastor Nathan Henschen
Handicap Accessible

Sun.  8:45 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Communion - 1st and 3rd
Sundays

St. Joseph’s  
Catholic

430 Lincoln St., Lyons
 Fr. Kevin Joyce, pastor

Sunday – 8:30 AM Mass 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran, Hooper

1843 County Rd. E
Hooper, Neb.

Rev. Judith K. Johnson, pastor 
Handicap Accessible

Sun. 9:30 a.m. Coffee and Rolls
        10:30 a.m. Combined Worship

              w/ Communion at Elim

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran
Uehling

1843 County Rd. E
Hooper, Neb.

Rev. Judith K. Johnson, pastor 
Handicap Accessible

Sun. 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
Breakfast   
Kickoff        

  10:30 a.m. Combined Worship

Salem Evangelical 
Covenant Church

Al Monson, Pastor
Handicap Accessible
290 County Road I
Oakland, NE 68045

phone - 402-800-7950
website - salemcovenant.net

we’re on Facebook too!
Sun., 9:30 a.m. Worship
10:45 a.m. Fellowship

11:00 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages

Communion at Oakland Heights on 
the 1st Wednesday of each month at 
1:00 p.m.  Trailblazers (grades 3-6) 

on 2nd Monday of each month 3:45 
- 5:00 p.m.

Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 
to us.

Colossians 1:15-17

Pastor Toni Meyer
Walthill, Rosalie, 
Lyons and Oakland 
Methodist Churches

Get the
FULL STORY.

Read the 
Newspaper!



Certified Staff

Administration

Paraprofessionals

Kitchen Staff MaintenanceTechnology

  Bus

Media

Counselor

Psycologist

Meet the 2023-24 
Oakland-Craig Schools Staff

6&7 
Oakland Independent
Thursday, Sept. 7th, 2023

AMANDA WILSON 
High School Secretary/
ASP CO-coordinator

ROBIN SMITH 
Elementary Secretary/

Wizard

JULIE EHLERS 
Business Manager

MACKENZIE CHARLING 
Elementary Principal

MICHELLE BURTON 
Jr/Sr High Principal

JESS BLAND 
Superintendent

BRITTANY WORKMAN 
Para

JESSIE THROENER 
Para

JEANIE TANKSLEY 
Chef ’s Assistant

LISA SNADER 
Para

TAMMY SCHINCK 
Chef ’s Assistant

CONNIE ROKUSEK 
Para

TERESA PILLE 
Para

CHRISTINE PETERSON 
Para

PEGGY NELSON 
Para

TERRY NEIBURG 
Maintenance

CAROL LINDSTROM 
Chef ’s Assistant

SCOTT KRUTILEK 
Maintenance

BARB HARNEY 
Para

CHRISTINA HALLETT 
Para

LESLIE GREVE 
Head Chef

SARAH GRAMKE
Media Aide

GREGG GAHAN 
Head Bus Driver

ED FREDRICKSON 
Maintenance

ASHLEY DENTON
Para

GERALD BRAND 
IT Director

ALISSA BOUSQUET 
Media Aide

JEANETTE ANDERSON 
Para

DAN ANDERSON 
Chef ’s Assistant

CURT HINELINE
Bus Driver

ANNIE MAGNUSSON 
Counselor

SAMANTHA BAYER
School Psychologist

MOLLY BROEKEMEIER 
JH Science

VANESSA BRAND 
Science

CHELSEY BODEN 
Title 1

WHITNEY ASCHE 
Resource

WENDI ANDERSON 
Resource

JOE ANDERSON 
Math

JEN ANDERSON 
4th Grade

CLINTON ANDERSON 
Biological Sciences

JADE JACOBSEN 
Kindergarten

BETH INGRAM 
Special Education

LANA HAGEDORN 
2nd Grade

SCOTT GUZINSKI 
Social Studies

NATALIE GUENTHER 
1st Grade

DANE EISENMENGER 
Elementary P.E.

RUSTY DROESCHER 
Math Instructor 

Assistant Football Coach

STEPHANIE BRUDIGAM 
Resource

ANGIE MEYER
Art

AARON MEYER 
6th Grade

MICHAEL MENISH 
English

MATT MAXWELL 
Music Instructor

KARL LUNDQUIST 
English/Spanish

NANCY LIERMAN 
English

LONNIE LIERMAN 
Government

KRISTIN JOHNSON 
1st Grade

BECKY RENNERFELDT 
6th Grade

MICHELLE RAYBURN 
Life Skills

ERIN PETERSON 
Pre-School Instructor

ELYCE PETERSON 
Media Specialist

KYLIE PENKE 
Ag

JANE NINCEHELSER 
2nd Grade

ERIC MLINAR 
Business

TAWNYA MEYER 
Reading Coach

STEF WEITZENKAMP 
5th Grade

DEREK WARE 
Band Director

KORRI VESKERNA 
3rd Grade

ELIZABETH SWANSON 
4th Grade/

ASP CO-coordinator

MARLA SLAUGHTER 
Kindergarten

MIKE SELK 
Social Studies/AD

MARC REXROAD 
Shop

Not Pictured
SHANTELLE JERNIGAN - Para

KAITLYN WARD  - Para

SANDY LANDHOLM
Media Aide

Lyons • Oakland • Tekamah • Uehling • Hooper • Fremont • Ceresco • Hartington
1-800-773-2265 Max Christensen 402-380-1800

CHRISTENSEN
ELECTRIC, LLC

Farm & Home Insurance Agency, Inc.
Home • Auto • Crop • Business • Farm

212 N. Oakland Ave. (inside First Northeast Bank of  Nebraska)
Oakland, NE • 402-685-5005

909 Highway 32 
Oakland, NE
402-685-5942

Oakland Mutual Insurance Agency
    Farm, Home, Auto, Business, Crop

    Randy Johnson, Agent
    312 N. Oakland Ave. | P.O. Box 132

    Oakland, NE 68045
phone 888-685-5685 • fax 402-685-5686

cell 402-380-1565 • mutual5@abbnebraska.com

Good Vision Begins 
with Healthy Eyes

Dr. Brandon Ridder, O.D.|Emily Wietfeld, O.D. 
West Point, Pender, Oakland

800-521-3266402.372.2404  franhealth.org
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Dawson Meyer captures 2nd at The Hill in Beemer

Megan Unwin
O-C Cross Country

The OC Cross Country run-
ners battled wind, heat, the 
infamous “hill”, and almost 
250 runners (143 boys and 100 
girls) at the Wisner-Pilger 
invite Thursday.  The meet 
was held on the challenging 
Beemer Indian Trails golf 
course and featured many 
of the states top small school 

teams. 
OC was led by Dawson 

Meyer’s impressive runner-up 
finish in the boy’s division 
and Carolyn Magnusson’s 8th 
place medal in the girl’s com-
petition.  Elinor Johnson and 
Ella Martindale also brought 
home the 5th and 6th place 
medals from the girls JV race.  

Coach Unwin indicated 
that while the other runners' 
overall placings were a little 

lower than expected, their 
times were all significantly 
better than last year’s times 
on the Beemer course.  

In the boys varsity division 
Elijah Gahan placed 65th and 
Max Bures placed 79th out of 
107 varsity runners. Return-
ing runners Dawson and 
Max's times improved by an 
average of over 1.5 minutes. 

The girls varsity race 
featured 83 runners. Madison 

Enstrom placed 34th, Brook-
lyn Richards 41st, and Bren-
nan Ahrens 43rd. Their aver-
age improvement was more 
than 2 minutes over last year. 
Coach stated that the team 
needs to continue their hard 
work and she looks forward to 
their continued improvement. 

The girls finished 9th as a 
team.

H.S. Girls 	 Times 	 Placings
Carolyn M. 	 24:36 	 8
Madison E. 	 26:51 	 34
Brooklyn R 	 27:32 	 41
Brennan A. 	 27:50 	 43
Ellinor J. 	29:19 	 5th JV
Ella M. 	 29:41(SB) 6th JV

H.S. Boys 	 Times 		  Place
Dawson M. 	 18:40(SB) 	 2
Elijah G. 	 24:32 		  65
Max B.	 24:58 		  79
Landon E. 	 39:36 		  36 JV

PHOTO COURTESY OF MEGAN UNWIN
The Hill 2023 is in the books for Oakland-Craig.  The monstrous climb at the West Point-Beemer cross country meet is the stuff of legend.  Making the climb for O-C were 
Carolyn Magnusson, Brooklyn Richards, Ashlynne Gramke, Brennan Ahrens, Ella Martindale, Madison Enstrom, Elinor Johnson, Dawson Meyer, Landon Ehlers, Max Bures, 
and Elijah Gahan.

13-minute drive puts Knights on top of Pioneers

Curt Hineline
Editor

Oakland-Craig Knights top Ft. 
Calhoun in unusual fashion as stout 
defensive, ball security and clock 
management all needed to beat the 
Pioneers.

		  Q1	 Q2	 Q3	 Q4	 Final
O-C	 16	 6	 0	 0	 22
FC		 0	 14	 6	 0	 20

In what was thought to be a closer 
game than it was, the Knights found 
a way to best the Pioneers of Fort 
Calhoun.  Oakland-Craig went into 
the locker room at halftime with a 
one score lead, 22-14.  Jaxen Jorgensen 
was knocked out the game in the first 
half with a knee injury after 7 carries 
for 20 yards.  

Scoreless in the second half, the 
Knights held the Pioneers to 6 points 
after a failed two-point conversion.

It was the very impressive drive by 
the Knights offense that began with 
1 minute left in the third period and 
continued until the end of the game. 
Reminiscent of old school Cornhusker 
football, O-C ran the ball and when 
need be, would push the D-line back 
on their heels to get the first down.

Kevin Mendez stepped into the role 
of ball carrier and took a pounding of 
continual yard-eating attempts in the 
second half.  The young man made a 
name for himself racking up 110 yards 
on 10 carries.  Although he never 
reached the endzone, the senior from 
Lyons was a key component in stop-
ping the Pioneer offense by keeping 
them off the field.

Quarterback Braylon Anderson 
also had 20 attempts rushing for 71 
yards. He is credited for 98 yards pass-
ing completing 13 of 27 for 98 yards.

His leading receiver, JT Brands, 
caught 5 for 52 yards.  Emmet Johnson 
hauled in 3 for 23 yards, Jeremiah 
Druckenmiller caught 3 for 11, and Sy-
las Nelson had 12 yards on two recep-
tions.  Isaak Maxwell went upstairs 
to hall in a touchdown pass that was 
brought back on a holding penalty.

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Emmet Johnson led in tackles with 4, 
Brady Johnson and JT Brands with 

3 each, Kyler Case with 2.  Braylon 
Anderson, Winston Wilkey, Nolan 
Magnusson, and Jesse Droescher each 
accounted for 1 apiece.

Brady Johnson punted 3 times aver-
aging 42 yards a kick.

Druckenmiller and Nelson both 
reeled in an interception 13 and 46 
yards respectively.

The failed two-point conversion 
in the third period proved to be the 
difference in the final score as the 
Knights move to 1-1 on the season 
with a 22-20 victory in Ft. Calhoun.

The Knights (1-1) will now prepare 

for their game against Malcolm (Mal-
colm, NE). The Clippers come into the 
non-league game with a 2-0 record. In 
their last game, Malcolm nipped Ray-
mond Central (Raymond, NE), 49-13, 
in a non-league game.

A perfect throw from Braylon Anderson to Isaak Max-
well resulted in a touchdown that was unfortunately 
brought back on a holding penalty.

PHOTOS BY CURT HINELINE | OAKLAND INDEPENDENT
Through the air and with his legs, Braylon Anderson 
lead the team in total yardage with 169 in Friday’s 
game.

Jesse Droescher clears a path for Keven Mendez.  A steady diet of Mendez led to a 
13 minute drive to eat up the fourth quarter against the Pioneers.

Sylas Nelson carries the ball for O-C as the defeat the 
Pioneers in Ft. Calhoun.

Cutting the route, Jeremiah Druckenmill-
er goes up for the interception against 
Ft. Calhoun.  Sylas Nelson also stole one 
in the air.
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Lady Knights top Northeast Nebraska Jean Groth Volleyball Classic
Curt Hineline
Editor

Seen as a great opportu-
nity to find out where a team 
stacks up at the beginning 
of the volleyball season, the 
NEN Jean Groth Volleyball 
Classic featuring ten of North-
east Nebraska’s toughest 
volleyball teams.  At the end 
of the tourney, it was the Lady 
Knights of Oakland-Craig 
that topped the Gold Division.

Archbishop Bergan took 
runner up falling to the O-C 
in the final match.  Guardian 
Angels defeated Wisner-Pilger 
to secure the top spot of the 
Silver Bracket.  In the Bronze, 
Wayne led the way defeating 
Tekamah-Herman to finish 
the bracket.

The Lady Knights de-
feated West Point-Beemer and 
Bancroft-Rosalie on Friday 
in Wisner.  They suffered a 
defeat against Wakefield on 
Saturday morning.  Wakefield 
had bested Tekamah-Herman 
and Guardian Angels CC on 
Friday.  Wakefield would go 
on to fall to North Bend Cen-
tral and Fremont Bergan.

Oakland-Craig defeated 
NBC and and Bergan to fin-
ish on top moving the Lady 
Knights record to 5-1.

West Point-Beemer
O-C	 25	 25
WP-B  	 20	 21

The Lady Knights strug-
gled early to catch the Lady 
Cadets in scoring.  Although 
the point spread was never 
more than 3, it was not until 
the score tied at 12 did O-C 
matchup with WP-B.  Their 
first lead came at 16 as the 
second half of the first set 
was marked by four ties.  The 
Lady Knights would then go 
on to win 25-21.

Brandi Helzer came alive 
in the second set which saw 
a more manageable matchup.  
Briar Ray would slam home 
the set winning return, her 
first of several in the tourney.

Bancroft-Rosalie
O-C	 25	 25
B-R	 9	 10

A young team looking 
to gain experience for B-R 
found it an uphill battle that 
was hard to overcome.  O-C 
jumped to a 9-3 lead pretty 
quickly and didn’t look back 
in the first set.  The second 
set was similar with the Lady 
Knights up 19-3 at one point. 

Wakefield
O-C	 17	 17
Wake	 25	 25

Wakefield seemed to be 
playing on a different level 
than Oakland-Craig on Satur-
day morning.  Pep and energy 
driven, the Trojans went up 
midway on O-C to start the 
first set.  The Lady Knights 
just couldn’t seem to get 
things going their way.

The second set was much 
of the same.  Wakefield was 
ready to play and it showed. 
The latter games would prove 
more successful for the Lady 
Knights who seemed to be fir-
ing on all cylinders to finish 
the tourney.

North Bend Central
O-C	 25	 25
NBC	 19	 19

As if the left side of the 
net was a little higher than it 
should have been, the Lady 
Knights struggled with their 
play when Adi Rennerfeldt set 
the ball in that direction.  Of 
course, the net was fine, the 
Lady Knights needed to fine 
tune their returns which they 
did.  The first set was a pretty 
even match but the Lady 
Knights would go on a run to 
put them up in the end.

The second set in another 
tough match with the Tigers.  
By this time in the day, the 
Lady Knights were playing 
the game they are known for 
defeating the Tigers in 2 sets.

Fremont Bergan
O-C	 23	 25	 25
Berg.	 25	 22	 20

Volleyball fans were 
treated to a great match to 

conclude the tournament as 
O-C and Fremont Bergan 
met in the title game.   Both 
schools’ teams are known for 
their quality programs and it 
showed.  Bergan came off of 
a big win against Wakefield 
setting up an opportunity for 
O-C to redeem themselves 
from the earlier loss.

It was Bergan that would 
take the first set 25-23 with 
the hometown Lady Knights 
needing to gain some ground 
to keep it as close as it was.

The second and third set 
went to Oakland-Craig, 25-22 
and 25-20.

Several teams rose to the 

top and demonstrated that 
it is going to be a very com-
petitive season.  The Lady 
Knights will play against 
Wisner-Pilger on Thursday 
evening in Wisner.

PHOTOS BY CURT HINELINE | OAKLAND INDEPENDENT
Topping the Gold Division at the NEN Classic are the Oakland-Craig Lady Knights – (front from left) Karley Eriksen, Adi Rennerfeldt, Mia 
Thomsen, Briar Ray, Reagen Johnson; (back from left) Bailey Denton, Brandi Helzer, Anisten Rennerfeldt, Morgan Ray, and Bailey Pelan.

Getting the perfect spike against West Point-Beemer, Briar Ray 
does her share to help secure the victory.

Adi Rennerfeldt does what she 
does best and sets the perfect 
ball for her teammates against 
North Bend Central.

Bailey Pelan goes down to dig 
up a serve from Fremont Ber-
gan.

Brandi Helzer is a force to be reckoned with as she drives one 
home against West Point-Beemer.

Over the net and to the floor, Morgan Ray returns one to the Lady 
Cadets.
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NOTICE OF MEETING

Notice is hereby given that 
a meeting of the Board of 
Education of the School District 
of Oakland-Craig, in the County 
of Burt, in the State of Nebraska, 
a/k/a School District No. 014, has 
been scheduled on September 
11, 2023 immediately following 
the Special Hearing to Set Final 
Tax Request.  This meeting will 
be held at the Oakland-Craig 
Elementary Building at Oakland, 
NE, in the Board meeting room, 
which meeting will be open to 
the public.  Public access to the 

Board meeting is also available 
by clicking on the link posted on 
the district’s website at https://
striv.tv/channel/oakland-craig/.
The agenda is available for public 
inspection at the office of the 
Superintendent or on the district’s 
website at https://drive.google.
com/drive/folders/0B5epgyF4XIc
2X1pvUEZOU2Z2c3M.

Secretary
Julie Ehlers
ZNEZ

OI 09-07-23

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
AND MEETING

CITY OF OAKLAND, 
NEBRASKA 

CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City 
of Oakland will hold a public 
hearing and meeting following the 
budget / final tax levy meetings 
on September 18th, 2023, at 
the Municipal Building, 401 N. 
Oakland Avenue, Oakland, NE, to 
consider the following:  permitted 
conditional use permits pertaining 
to Section 5.06.03 and Section 
7.10.02 regarding S3/4SW4 
(4.94RD) 35-22-8 OAKLAND 
TWP Parcel # 423204700. 

Also regarding L1-2 & ½ Vac 
Ave, BLOCK 1, BREWSTER 
ADDITION, OAKLAND, 
NEBRASKA, BURT COUNTY 
commonly known as 604 East 
Third St. 

At said time and place all 
interested persons and citizens 
shall have an opportunity to 
be heard, and the City Council 
will receive the advice and 
recommendation of the Planning 
Commission, and the City Council 
will determine whether the 
foregoing building permits and 
permitted conditional use permits. 
Kayla Eisenmenger, City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

Notice of Meeting 

The Logan East Rural Water 
System Advisory Committee 
monthly meeting will be held 
Monday, September 11th, 2023 at 
the Logan East RWS office 206 N 
Oakland Avenue Oakland at 8:00 
p.m. 

Agenda available for public 
inspection at the LERWS office 
Logan East Rural Water System 
Equal Opportunity provider and 
employer
ZNEZ

OI 09-07-23

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, in compliance with 
provisions of State Statute 
Sections 77-1601.02, that the 
governing body will meet on 
the 18th day of September 
2023, following the budget 
hearing at the City of Oakland, 
Nebraska, Municipal Building, 
401 North Oakland Avenue 
in Oakland, Nebraska for the 
purpose of hearing support, 
opposition, criticism, suggestions 
or observations of taxpayers 
relating to the final tax request at 
a different amount than the prior 
year tax request. 

The entire agenda for this 
meeting, kept continuously 
current, is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk, 401 North Oakland Avenue 
in Oakland, NE.

Except for items of an emergency 
nature, the agenda shall not be 
enlarged after 24 hours prior 
to the commencement of the 
meeting.
Kayla Eisenmenger, CMC 
City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
AND MEETING

CITY OF OAKLAND, 
NEBRASKA 

CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City 
of Oakland will hold a public 
hearing and meeting following the 
budget / final tax levy meetings 
on September 18th, 2023, at 
the Municipal Building, 401 N. 
Oakland Avenue, Oakland, NE, to 
consider the following:  Discussion 
of Lot Split of TR NWN4NE4 
1-21-8 PERSHING TWP, ALL IN 

THE CITY OF OAKLAND, BURT 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA.

At said time and place all 
interested persons and citizens 
shall have an opportunity to 
be heard, and the City Council 
will receive the advice and 
recommendation of the Planning 
Commission, and the City Council 
will determine whether the 
foregoing building permits and 
permitted conditional use permits.
Kayla Eisenmenger, City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
AND MEETING

CITY OF OAKLAND, 
NEBRASKA 

PLANNING COMMISSION

The Planning Commission of the 
City of Oakland will hold a public 
hearing and meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on September 12th, 2023, 
at the Municipal Building, 401 N. 
Oakland Avenue, Oakland, NE, to 
consider the following:  permitted 
conditional use permits pertaining 
to Section 5.06.03 and Section 
7.10.02 regarding S3/4SW4 
(4.94RD) 35-22-8 OAKLAND 

TWP Parcel # 423204700. 
Also regarding L1-2 & ½ Vac 
Ave, BLOCK 1, BREWSTER 
ADDITION, OAKLAND, 
NEBRASKA, BURT COUNTY 
commonly known as 604 East 
Third St. 
At said time and place all 
interested persons and citizens 
shall have an opportunity to 
be heard, and the Planning 
Commission will recommend 
to the City Council whether the 
foregoing building permit and 
permitted conditional use permit. 
Kayla Eisenmenger, City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

NOTICE OF MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors of Burt County, 
Nebraska, will be held on 
Wednesday, September 13, 2023 
following the Burt County Budget 
Hearing that will start at 9:00 
a.m.  The meeting will be held at 
the Burt County Courthouse in 
Tekamah, Nebraska, and will be 
open to the public.  An agenda for 

such meeting, kept continuously 
current, is available for public 
inspection at the office of the Burt 
County Clerk at the Burt County 
Courthouse, Tekamah, Nebraska.  
The agenda may be modified at 
such meeting.  

Sarah J. Freidel, Burt County 
Clerk

OI 09-07-23

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, in compliance with 
provisions of State Statute 
Sections 13-501 to 13-513, that 
the governing body will meet 
on the 18th day of September 
2023, around 6:45pm at the City 
of Oakland, Nebraska, Municipal 
Building, 401 North Oakland 
Avenue in Oakland, Nebraska for 
the purpose of hearing support, 
opposition, criticism, suggestions 
or observations of taxpayers 
relating to the proposed budget. 
The budget details are available 
at the office of the Clerk during 
regular business hours.  

The entire agenda for this 
meeting, kept continuously 
current, is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk, 401 North Oakland Avenue 
in Oakland, NE.

Except for items of an emergency 
nature, the agenda shall not be 
enlarged after 24 hours prior 
to the commencement of the 
meeting.
Kayla Eisenmenger, CMC 
City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a regular meeting of the 
Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Oakland, Nebraska, will 
be held at Monday, September 
18th, 2023 following the Open 
Public Hearing for Budget / 
Budget Hearing / Final Tax Levy 
Hearing at the Municipal Building, 
401 North Oakland Avenue in 
Oakland, Nebraska. 

The entire agenda for this 
meeting, kept continuously 

current, is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk, 401 North Oakland Avenue 
in Oakland, NE.

Except for items of an emergency 
nature, the agenda shall not be 
enlarged after 24 hours prior 
to the commencement of the 
meeting.
Kayla Eisenmenger, CMC 
City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a Six 
Year Road and Street Plan for 
the City of Oakland, Nebraska 
as required by NEB. REV. STAT. 
Sec. 39-2119 et seq. R.R.S. has 
been recommended for approval 
by the Mayor and City Council, 
and that a Public Hearing be 
held on said Six Year Road and 
Street Plan on the 18th day 
of September, 2023, following 
the Budget Hearing and Final 
Tax Levy Hearing, at the City of 
Oakland, NE Auditorium - Rosen 
Room at which time objection to 
or recommendations for said Plan 

will be heard.

The entire agenda for this 
meeting, kept continuously 
current, is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk, 401 North Oakland Avenue 
in Oakland, NE.

Except for items of an emergency 
nature, the agenda shall not be 
enlarged after 24 hours prior 
to the commencement of the 
meeting.
Kayla Eisenmenger, CMC 
City Clerk

OI 09-07-23

MEETINGSMEETINGS
NOTICE OF MEETING

The Annual Meeting of Burt 
County Museum, Inc., will beheld 
Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, 9:45 
a.m., at the Museum East 
House (Annex), 322 North 12th, 
Tekamah, Neb.
Business will consist of annual 
reports, election of two members 

to the Board of Directors, and 
transaction of other business.
All members and friends of the 
museum are invited.

Gloria Breckenridge, Secretary
Board of Directors
ZNEZ
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MEETINGS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, in compliance with 
provisions of State Statute 
Sections 13-501 to 13-513, that 
the governing body will meet 
on the 18th day of September 
2023, following the Open Public 
Budget Meeting at the City of 
Oakland, Nebraska, Municipal 
Building, 401 North Oakland 
Avenue in Oakland, Nebraska for 
the purpose of budget hearing,  
hearing support, opposition, 
criticism, suggestions or 
observations of taxpayers relating 
to the proposed budget. The 
budget details are available at the 
office of the Clerk during regular 

business hours.  

The entire agenda for this 
meeting, kept continuously 
current, is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk, 401 North Oakland Avenue 
in Oakland, NE.

Except for items of an emergency 
nature, the agenda shall not be 
enlarged after 24 hours prior 
to the commencement of the 
meeting.
Kayla Eisenmenger, CMC 
City Clerk

OI 09-07-23
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2021-2022 Actual Disbursements & Transfers 225,103.73$                  

2022-2023 Actual/Estimated Disbursements & Transfers 179,456.10$                  

2023-2024 Proposed Budget of Disbursements & Transfers 818,420.00$                  

2023-2024 Necessary Cash Reserve 281,406.71$                  

2023-2024 Total Resources Available 1,099,826.71$               

Total 2023-2024 Personal & Real Property Tax Requirement 42,091.73$                    

Unused Budget Authority Created For Next Year   44,886.44$                    

Breakdown of Property Tax:

Personal and Real Property Tax Required for Non-Bond Purposes 28,046.73$                    

Personal and Real Property Tax Required for Bonds 14,045.00$                    

Regular monthly meeting to be held immediately following Special Hearing.

2022 2023 Change

Operating Budget 1,004,545.00              818,420.00             -19%

Property Tax Request 38,419.69$                 42,091.73$             10%

Valuation 5,419,862 6,374,256 18%

Tax Rate 0.708868                    0.660339                -7%

Tax Rate if Prior Tax Request was at Current Valuation 0.602732                    

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 77-1632, that the governing body will meet 

on the 14th day of September 2023, at Approximately 7:30 o'clock P.M., at Craig Fire Hall for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, 
criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to setting the final tax request.

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING AND BUDGET SUMMARY

Burt County, Nebraska

Village of Craig

NOTICE OF SPECIAL HEARING TO SET FINAL TAX REQUEST

IN

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute Sections 13-501 to 13-513, that the governing body 

will meet on the 14th day of September   2023, at 7:00 o'clock P.M., at Craig Fire Hall for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, 
criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to the following proposed budget.  The budget detail is available at the office 
of the Clerk during regular business hours.

ZNEZ OI 09-07-23

ZNEZ OI 09-07-23

ZNEZ OI 09-07-23



Minutes of the Burt County Board 
of Supervisors

The Burt Co Board of Supervisors 
met August 28, 2023 in the 
Boardroom of the Burt Co 
Courthouse in Tekamah, NE.  
Notice was given in the Oakland 
Independent, on courthouse 
bulletin board and on the Co’s 
Website.  Proof of publication 
is on file with the Co Clerk.  
The following members were 
present: Gary ‘Bird’ Swanson, 
Jeff Kutchera, Paul Richards, 
Carl Pearson, Sam Titus, Ted 
Connealy and David Schold.  
Connealy had to leave after the 
10:00 a.m. break. 
The meeting opened with the 
pledge of allegiance at 9:00 A.M. 
Chairman Schold informed the 
public that the Open Meeting Act 
was posted.  The agenda was 
approved… motion Connealy, 
Richards, all Ayes.  Minutes 
of 8/9/2023 Bd of Supervisors 
meeting were approved… motion 
Titus, Swanson, all Ayes.  August 
claims of $618,232.20, including 
$154,269.61 for payroll, were 
approved… motion Richards, 
Pearson, Roll Call:  Ayes – 6.  
Nays – Swanson.  

ADAM TRIPP; ATTY FEES; 
1,330.00
ANDY’S QUICK SHOP; FUEL; 
263.67
APPLIED CONNECTIVE 
TECH; SUPPORT/SOFTWARE; 
5,089.00
BLACK HILLS ENERGY; 
UTILITIES; 174.06
BOMGAARS ; SUPPLIES; 
157.65
BRANIFF SERVICE; FUEL/
REPAIR; 8,307.03
BRUCE NATHAN; MILE; 42.58
BRUMMOND DISPOSAL; 
GARBAGE; 225.00
BURT CO COURT; NON 
WAIVERABLE; 307.00
BURT CO DIST COURT; NON 
WAIVERABLE; 289.00
BURT CO PPD; UTILITIES; 
261.82
BURT CO SHERIFF; SERVICE 
FEES; 307.54
BURT CO TREASURER; 
WAGON RD TAXES; 31,433.88
BURT CO TREASURER ; TITLE; 
14.00
BURT CO 4-H ; FAIR EXPENSES; 
183.00
CANON FINANCIAL ; COPIER; 
42.26
CENTURY BUSINESS; EQUIP; 
600.00
CENTURY LINK; 911 SYSTEM; 
323.04
CHRONICLE CAP MGMT; 
TOWER RENT; 73.90
CITY TEKAMAH; UTILITIES; 
176.00
CC CARWASH; MISC 
EXPENSES; 72.98
CUBBY’S; FUEL; 1,761.27
DAS STATE ACCTG; TELE 
TYPE; 350.00
DAS STATE ACCTG -CENTRAL 
FINANCE; SOFTWARE; 343.25
DAVID SCHOLD; MILE; 41.92
DECATUR EXPRESS - KB’S 
MINI MART; FUEL; 1,905.21

EAKES OFFICE; OFFICE 
SUPPLY; 381.01
ELISE ANDERSON; MILE; 83.19
ELLA BOOTH; MILE; 39.30
EMILY HEDLUND; FUEL; 40.33
FASTWYRE; INTERNET/
PHONE; 1,563.31
FIRST CONCORD ; ADMIN FEE; 
1,257.48
FIRST NATL BANK OMAHA; 
SUPPLIES; 1,364.34
FUTURITY IT; SOFTWARE; 
1,500.00
GARCIA CLINICAL LAB; 
SERVICES; 15.00
GARY SWANSON; MILE; 89.08
GREAT AM FINANCIAL ; EQUIP; 
247.63
GREAT PLAINS UNIFORMS; 
SUPPLIES/EQUIP; 94.00
HOMETOWN LEASING; 
COPIER; 57.10
JEFF KUTCHERA; MILE; 120.52
JENKINS LAW ; ATTY FEES; 
858.80
JENNIFER HANSEN; MILE; 
225.32
JENNIFER PETERSON; ATTY 
FEES; 39.15
JOHNSON & MOCK; ATTY 
FEES; 1,444.00
JULIE FLEISCHMAN; MILE; 
110.04
JURY DUTY; JURY DUTY; 
2,757.30
KATHY RAY; OFFICE; 110.50
MADISON NATL LIFE; EMPE PD 
ADDL; 63.02
MARILYN ANDERSEN; OFFICE; 
110.50
MCH HEALTH ; JAIL MED; 
222.00
MID-AMERICAN BENEFITS; 
INS; 248.25
MIDWEST SERVICE; SUPPLY/
EQUIP; 1,070.00
MILLS LAW ; ATTY FEES; 
1,140.00
MIPS ; SOFTWARE; 2065.01
NACO ; ANNUAL CONF; 450.00
NACO ; DIST MEETING; 140.00
NE DHHS; LODGING/
SERVICES; 556.00
NPPD; UTILITIES; 1,187.40
N E B R A S K A . G O V ; 
SUBSCRIPTION; 2.00
OAKLAND INDEPENDENT/
LYONS MIRROR; PUBLISHING; 
389.60
OFFICE WAREHOUSE; 
SUPPLIES; 193.83
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION; 
OFFICE SUPPLY; 1,279.64
PENDER MED CLINIC; JAIL 
MED; 146.00
PENNY WARREN; MILE; 132.31
PLAINDEALER; PUBLISHING; 
139.04
ROMAN QUINTERO; MILE; 
24.29
SAVE MORE ; SUPPLIES; 63.43
STACEY KEYS; MILE; 148.03
STEPHEN J KRAVIEC 
P.C.,L.L.O.; CH SUPP 
ENFORCE; 2,002.93
STREET CRIMES; LAW 
ENFORCE SCHOOL; 1,200.00
THE APOTHECARY SHOP; JAIL 
MED; 762.70
TED CONNEALY; MILE; 45.20
THURSTON CO SHERIFF; JAIL   
; 26,940.00
TK ELEVATOR; MAINTENANCE; 
303.78
TRI-STATE COMM; EQUIP; 

358.50
UNL-HASKELL AG LAB; 2023 
FORUM; 95.00
USPS; POSTAGE; 4,000.00
VANGUARD ; SOFTWARE; 
3,653.75
VERIZON ; SERVICES; 819.17
VISUAL EDGE IT; EQUIP; 151.54
WASHINGTON CO DRUG 
COURT; DRUG COURT FEE; 
530.00
WASHINGTON CO SHERIFF; 
JAIL; 15,600.00
WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL; 
COPIER; 60.22
WENDY REXROAD; COURT 
COSTS; 91.46
ANDREW BRANIFF; PARTS; 
139.09
ARVEST EQUIP FINANCE; 
EQUIP RENTAL; 8,150.00
BARCO MUNICIPAL ; SUPPLIES; 
327.53
BLUFF AGGREGATE ; SUPPLY  
; 7,810.20
BOMGAARS ; SUPPLIES; 
355.18
BRUMMOND COUNTRY 
DISPOSAL; GARBAGE; 90.00
BUDDIES MINI MART; FUEL; 
262.00
BUXNDUX LUBE SPECIALISTS; 
SUPPLY; 207.00
CITY LYONS; UTILITIES; 106.39
CITY OAKLAND; UTILITIES; 
23.53
FARMERS PRIDE; FUEL/
SUPPLY; 4,722.36
FIRST NATL BANK OMAHA; 
SUPPLIES; 79.89
GINI, LLC; FUEL; 105.00
GLUP PIPE SALES; SUPPLY; 
11,303.75
HAMPTON INN; WORKSHOP; 
170.05
K-C PARTS & REPAIR; PARTS; 
44.03
MAINELLI, WAGNER & ASSO; 
ENGINEERING; 63,229.43
MARTIN MARIETTA; GRAVEL; 
3,273.66
MIDWEST SERVICE AND 
SALES; SUPPLY/EQUIP; 
9,364.20
MIDWEST SERVICE ; SUPPLY/
EQUIP; 4,740.70
NACO; ANNUAL CONF; 150.00
NMC CAT; RENTAL; 11,738.61
OMAHA SLING ; SUPPLY/
EQUIP; 133.46
RDO TRUCK CENTER; REPAIR; 
223.77
SCOTT’S HARDWARE; SUPPLY; 
140.53
SHAMBURG AUTO ; SUPPLY; 
364.41
STALP GRAVEL ; GRAVEL; 
22,631.94
STEINY’S GENERAL STORE; 
SUPPLIES; 25.94
TRUCK CENTER COUNTY; 
REPAIR; 470.44
VERIZON ; SERVICE PLAN; 
388.56
VILLAGE CRAIG; UTILITIES; 
68.24
VILLAGE DECATUR; UTILITIES; 
146.15
WELDON PARTS OMAHA; 
SUPPLIES; 873.14
WOODHOUSE ; REPAIR; 534.75
WPCI; TESTING; 150.00
CLEARVIEW PET ; K-9; 293.65
BURT CO ECO DEVO; DUES; 
36,000.00

CENTURY LINK - LUMEN; 911 
EQUIP; 9,087.32
CENTURYLINK ; 911 EQUIP; 
707.20
CITY FREMONT ; 911 SYSTEM; 
2,786.66
NNTC; UTILITIES; 129.17
AFLAC; EMPE PD ADDL; 549.63
ALLSTATE; EMPE PD ADDL; 
57.22
BCBS; INS; 53,464.09
CHAPTER 13 TRUSTEE; 
GARNISH; 650.00
FIRST NATL BANK-NE-EFPTS; 
FEDERAL TAXES; 43,717.71
GLOBE LIFE ; EMPE PD ADDL; 
466.77
NATIONWIDE; EMPE PD ADDL; 
150.00
AMERITAS; RETIRE; 22,024.90
STATE TAX COMMISSION; 
STATE TAXES; 6,845.78
VISION SERVICE PLAN (CT); 
EMPE PD ADDL; 712.72
COLONIAL LIFE ; EMPE PD 
ADDL; 57.79
CREDIT MGMT ; GARNISH; 
30.99
NE CHILD SUPPORT PAY; 
EMPE PD  ; 830.00
Special Designated Liquor 
License: Approved for Oakland 
Express (Oakland) for an onsite 
tasting event on Oct. 7, 2023… 
motion Connealy, Pearson, all 
Ayes.
Interlocal Agmt. w/Cuming Co for 
Juvenile Diversion Program: The 
Co Attorney’s office requested 
board Chairman signature on an 
interlocal agreement with Cuming 
Co to continue to co-op for the 
Juvenile Diversion Program; 
agreement runs through June 30, 
2024.
ZONING:  Ann Chytka, Burt 
Co Zoning and Floodplain 
Administrator
Lot Split: JOE MALLOY 17.88 ac. 
pt. SW4SE4 of 8-23-10. 
Procedures for Lots Splits: 
Less than 3.01 acres: approved 
by Zoning Administrator & Co 
Board; only approved if split is 
to be combined with an existing 
adjacent parcel.  Placed on 
agenda of Bd. of Supervisors and 
filed with Reg. of Deeds office.   
Under 10 acres: approved by 
Zoning Administrator & Co Board. 
Placed on agenda of Bd of 
Supervisors and filed with Reg. of 
Deeds office. 
Over 10.01 acres: administrative 
split- approved by Zoning 
Administrator only.  Filed with 
Reg. of Deeds office.
More than 3 Lots: falls under 
subdivision – follow subdivision 
regulations.
Burt Co Floodplain Ordinance 
Amendments –Chytka explained 
that amendments to Burt 
Co’s Floodplain Ordinances 
are necessary due to 
recommendations brought by 
the Nebraska Dept. of Natural 
Resources (NeDNR) following 
a Community Assistance Visit 
(CAV); the amendments made 
will ensure Burt Co’s continued 
eligibility for the National Flood 
Ins Program (NFIP). Public 
Hearing was held 9:41 A.M.- 
9:42 A.M.; No Public Comment.  

Resolution 2023-08 -a Floodplain 
Management Ordinance was 
passed upon motions by Titus and 
Richards, All Ayes. Resolution 
contains amendments made to 
Resolution 2021-26 approved 
October 28, 2021; the floodplain 
district is a Zoning Overlay 
District within Burt Co’s Zoning 
Regulations.  The Resolution 
2023-08 is too large to publish 
within the minutes; it will be 
placed on file in Burt Co’s Zoning 
Book 2020.
ROADS:   Ann Chytka, Highway 
Superintendent 
One & Six Year Plan: A Public 
Hearing for the 2023-2024 One 
and Six Year Road Plan was 
held from 10:08 A.M. – 10:09 
A.M.  No Public Comments.  
Chytka shared a map and 
listing. Resolution 2023-10 was 
passed upon motion by Kutchera, 
seconded by Richards, All Ayes.     
RESOLUTION #2023-10
“Whereas, the Burt Co Highway 
Department has prepared and 
presented a One-and- Six Year 
Plan for Highway Improvement 
for Burt Co, Nebraska, and; 
“Whereas, a public meeting was 
held on the 28th day of August, 
2023 to present this plan, and all 
objections and recommendations 
said plan were considered; 
“Therefore, be it resolved by 
the Co Supervisors of Burt Co, 
Nebraska, that the plan and data 
as furnished and/or revised are 
hereby in all things accepted 
and adopted.”  Whereupon, 
the Resolution was declared 
passed by the Burt Co Board 
of Supervisors on the 28th day 
of August, 2023, at Tekamah, 
Nebraska.
CO ANNUAL CERTIFICATION 
OF PROGRAM COMPLIANCE – 
2023  Board Members moved for 
adoption of Resolution 2023-09 
was approved… motion Swanson 
and Kutchera, Ayes -6, Absent 
- Connealy.   RESOLUTION 
#2023-09
Whereas: State of Nebraska 
Statutes, sections 39-2115, 
39-2119, 39-2120, 39-2121, 
and 39-2510(2), requires an 
annual certification of program 
compliance to the Nebraska Board 
of Public Roads Classifications 
and Standards; and; Whereas: 
State of Nebraska Statute, 
section 39-2120 also requires 
that the annual certification of 
program compliance by each 
county shall be signed by the 
Co Board Chairperson and shall 
include the resolution of the 
governing body of the county 
authorizing the signing of the 
certification.  Be it resolved that 
the Co Board Chairperson of Burt 
Co is hereby authorized to sign 
the Co Annual Certification of 
Program Compliance.
Adopted this 28th day of August 
2023 at Tekamah, Burt Co, 
Nebraska.
Liability Ins was discussed for 
situations of Law Enforcement 
mutual aid. Kevin Brenneis 
(Brenneis Ins. Agency), agent for 
Burt Co’s Property and Casualty 

Ins recommended the County 
retain Certificate of Ins from any 
agencies the Burt Co Sheriff’s 
department may be assisting with 
law enforcement.  An interlocal 
Agreement for law enforcement 
between agencies of: City of 
Tekamah, Village of Decatur, 
City of Lyons, City of Oakland, 
and Burt Co Sheriff dated May 
18, 2009 was noted and will be 
reviewed. 

Board of Equalization: 
10:51 AM - 10:57 AM

(a) Three Tax List Corrections 
approved: (1-3) all parcel 
#432103500 - ag building 
dimensions were corrected for 
tax years 2020, 2021, 2022. 
(b) Form 422 protest for parcel 
#112707300 – resulted in no 
change in value.  See BOE 
minutes on County Website.
FY 2023-2024 Budget:  As part 
of Burt Co Fiscal Year 2023-2024 
Budget/Levy business, Resolution 
2023-11 was adopted… motions 
Richards, Titus, Ayes -6, Absent - 
Connealy.    Levy Limit Allocations
WHEREAS, under L.B. 1154 
(1996) any property tax for 
political subdivisions will be 
included in the County’s tax 
levy.  NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED by the Burt Co Board 
of Supervisors that pursuant to 
law, the County has subdivisions 
levy authority as specified on the 
County Levy Limit Form hereby 
and by this reference incorporated 
herein.  Fire Districts: up to 4 
cents;  Cemetery Districts: up to 
2 cents; Townships: up to 9 cents;
$100,000.00 of the County’s five-
cent miscellaneous levy will be 
allowed to the Ag Society under 
an Interlocal Agreement. DATED 
this 28th day of August, 2023, at 
Tekamah, Nebraska.
The Board discussed the 2023-
2024 budget figures with the 
current valuation and discussed 
options to keep tax asking down; 
i.e. utilization of ARPA funds 
for large road project, and an 
Inheritance Tax Fund transfer. 
The Budget Hearing will be held 
September 13, 2023; the County 
will not have to participate in a 
Joint Public Hearing per LB644 
this year.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
The meeting adjourned upon 
motions by Pearson and Swanson 
at 12:53 P.M. 
NEXT MEETING: September 
13, 2023 @ 9:00 A.M. Budget 
Hearing followed by regular 
Supervisors meeting.  
SARAH J. FREIDEL, BURT CO 
CLERK	   		
These minutes are not the official 
record; a complete copy is 
available at the Clerk’s Office or 
on our website at www.burtcounty.
ne.gov .  Official minutes are not 
yet approved.
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BURT COUNTY
NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING AND BUDGET SUMMARY

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of Section 13-501 to 13-512, R.R.S. 1943, that the governing body will meet on the 13th day of September 2023
at 9:00 o'clock AM at the Burt County Courthouse, 111 N. 13th ST, Tekamah, NE for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers

relating to the following proposed budget. The budget detail is available at the office of the Clerk during regular business hours.

Funds

Actual
Disbursements

2021-2022
(1)

Actual
Disbursements

2022-2023
(2)

Proposed
Disbursements

2023-2024
(3)

Necessary Cash
Reserve

(4)

Total Available
Resources Before
Property Taxes

(5)

Total Real and
Personal

Property Tax
Requirements

(6)
GENERAL 5,296,890.75 5,628,349.18 7,573,301.83 150,000.00 3,232,310.86 4,490,990.97
ROAD 4,330,405.31 3,293,264.95 6,213,679.00 0.00 6,213,679.00 0.00
PRIVATE FOUNDATION GRANTS 75,265.40 87,963.46 142,870.86 0.00 142,870.86 0.00
VISITORS PROMOTION FUND/LODGING TAX 29,260.81 2,014.00 44,400.68 0.00 44,400.68 0.00
REGISTER OF DEEDS PRES & MAINT 2,231.64 10,697.66 12,796.17 0.00 12,796.17 0.00
JUVENILE DIVERSION 0.00 0.00 2,722.63 0.00 2,722.63 0.00
STOP PROGRAM 812.10 0.00 7,780.53 0.00 7,780.53 0.00
DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT & EDUCATION 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00
K-9 0.00 10,590.88 15,000.05 0.00 15,000.05 0.00
CAPITAL IMPROVE./FLOOD DISASTER 30,341.62 0.00 1,648,140.84 0.00 1,648,140.84 0.00
ARPA FUNDS 54,677.50 33,826.50 1,166,081.00 0.00 1,166,081.00 0.00
CDBG -MIDWEST VET_2021 189,692.21 157,307.79 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
INHERITANCE 76,227.26 18,904.03 2,954,121.08 0.00 2,954,121.08 0.00
911 11,564.25 3,989.28 110,063.25 0.00 110,063.25 0.00
E 911 29,964.78 45,943.31 92,452.24 0.00 92,452.24 0.00
SET ASIDE FUNDS (911) 94,378.29 0.00 144,206.54 0.00 144,206.54 0.00
BUILDING FUND 0.00 0.00 1,245,998.57 0.00 1,045,998.57 200,000.00
GRAND TOTAL 10,221,711.92 9,292,851.04 21,374,615.27 150,000.00 16,833,624.30 4,690,990.97

Unused Budget Authority created for next year 2,146,137.48

Created 8/31/2023 10:06 AM Page 1
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BURT COUNTY
NOTICE OF SPECIAL HEARING TO SET FINAL TAX REQUEST

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute 77-1601.02, that the governing body will meet on the 28th day of September 2023 at 9:00
o'clock AM at the Burt County Courthouse, 111 N. 13th ST, Tekamah, NE for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers

relating to setting the final tax request at a different amount than the prior year tax request.

2022 2023 Change
Operating Budget 18,625,363.00 21,374,615.27 14.761%
Property Tax Request 4,610,306.00 4,690,990.97 1.750%
Valuation 1,878,981,669.00 2,175,738,440.00 15.793%
Tax Rate 0.245362 0.215605 -12.128%
Tax Rate if Prior Tax Request was at Current Valuation 0.211896

Created 8/31/2023 10:06 AM Page 2
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Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops
Agricultural

Garages
And More!

S T R U C T U R E S
www.GingerichStructures.com

Eastern Wisconsin
920-889-0960

Western Wisconsin
608-988-6338

Eastern CO
719-822-3052

Nebraska & Iowa
402-426-5022
712-600-2410 

Business Directory

LOOKING TO SELL YOUR 
HOME, BUSINESS OR LAND?

Call Reg Nelson at

712-898-7441

or 402-685-5060

Clifford E. Nelson 
Real Estate

Members of Fremont & Omaha MLS

AB’s
“4 on the Floor”

Dog Grooming and Dog Boarding
Anna Belle Olson

Call 402-685-5791

Corner Drug
Oakland, NE 68045 • 402-685-5883

Richard & Susan Mulder, Owners

Emergency 402-685-6745 • Fax 402-685-5173
Pharmacy closes at Noon on Sat.

Hours: M-F 8-6 • S 8-4Hours: M-F 8-6 • S 8-2

Max Christensen
402-380-1800
ChristensenElectricLLC.com

CHRISTENSEN
ELECTRIC, LLC

Dr. James
Brosnihan
Family Dentistry

OpEn Mon.-Fri.
Oakland • 402-685-5677

A.M. Anderson Abstract Co., LLC
• Abstracts • Title Ins. • Closings 

• Insured & Bonded Escrow

Tekamah, NE • 402-374-1476

Heating • Air Conditioning
Backhoe & Trenching

Oakland: 402-685-5100 
 Lyons: 402-687-2909

Olson Plumbing & Heating

Franciscan Healthcare
Oakland Clinic

Thomas Cohee, MD
Rhett Eckmann, MD
Tracie Martin, MD

Jillian Parsons, MD 
Josh Ridder, PA-C 

(Pulmonology)

Pete Thiele, PA-C
Alexis Albrecht, APRN

(Mental Health)

Abby Preszler, APRN

Mon., Tues., & Fri.:
  8 a.m. – 12 p.m.,

1 – 5 p.m.
Wed. & Thurs.:

 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.,
 1 – 4:30 p.m.

211 N. Engdahl Ave., 
Oakland, NE 68045

402-685-5120
Franhealth.org

Tracie Martin, MD
Rhett Eckmann, MD
Thomas Cohee, MD
Jillian Parsons, MD
Pete Thiele, PA-C

Josh Riddler, PA-C 
(Pulmonology)

Alexis Albrecht, APRN 
(Mental Health)

Abby Preszler, APRN

Mon., Tues., & Fri.: 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Wed. & Thurs.: 

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CLOSED OVER NOON HOUR

402.685.5120
franhealth.org

211 N. Engdahl Ave. 
Oakland, NE 68045
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Contact Paige  
Today for  

Advertising 
Options!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in 
over 150 newspapers. Reach 
thousands of readers for $225/25 
word ad. Contact your local news-
paper or call 1-800-369-2850.

HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing 
www.nepublicnotices.com, a new 
public notice website presented as 
a public service by all Nebraska 
newspapers. Free access, fully 
searchable – because democracy 
depends upon open government 
and your right to know.  
AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message to 
155 newspapers across Nebraska 
for one low price! Call 1-800-369-
2850 or www.nebpress.com for 
more details.

USE HAPPY JACK® Kennel 
Dip™ as an area spray to control 
deer ticks, fleas,   stable flies & 
mosquitoes where they breed. 
Biodegradeable.  At Tractor Sup-
ply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

NEED LOW-COST, liability-only 
car insurance? Call Wurdeman 
Insurance, 402-763-9616. Omaha-
based and proudly serving all 
Nebraskans for 20 years! Call for 
proof of insurance in minutes!

FREE HIGH speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB in-
ternet service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-855-646-1256

ARE YOU a pet owner? Do you 
want to get up to 100% back on Vet 
Bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet coverage that 
can help! Call 1-844-531-0870 to 
get a free quote or visit insurebark-
meow.com/nepress

DIRECTV Stream - Carr ies 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo for 
12 months. Stream on 20 devices 
in your home at once. HBO Max 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
763-0124

PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentra-
tor? May be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-385-3580.

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation Repair! A 
permanent solution for waterproof-
ing, failing foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty crawl spaces. 
FREE Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. $250 off ANY project 
with code GET250. Call 1-844-
958-3431

THE BATHROOM of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. Lim-
ited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-855-451-2244

VIVINT. SMART security. Profes-
sionally installed. One connected 
system for total peace of mind.
FREE professional installation! 
Four FREE months of monitor-
ing! Call now to customize your 
system. 1-833-776-0423

Waitress wanted, Day & Night 
shift, Flexible schedule, Will train. 
Immediate opening.  Mandarin 
House, 1283 So Hwy 30, 402-426-
8808 Call or stop in. bmE32-4W

Part-time maintenance 
person to do light mainte-
nance and some local driv-
ing.  5-10 hours per week 
on average.  Duties include 
changing furnace filters, 
light bulbs, trash removal, 
and miscellaneous jobs.  
Hours are very flexible.  
Contact Chris Rhoades at 
crhoades@enterprisepub.
com or call at 402-426-
2121.  Enterprise Publish-
ing, a local, family owned 
company.  sgE34-4W

Help wanted finishing and 
treating woodwork.  Part-
t ime weekends. Good 
working conditions and 
$15.00 hour. Possible bo-
nus. Paid after each job. 
402-551-4413. sgE32-4w*

Truck Driver to haul grain lo-
cally. Home every night. call 712-
790-2223 for more information.  
bmE34-4W

Join our team and make new 
friends! Skinny Bones Pump-
kin Patch is now hiring for our 
fall season. Ages 14 and up. All 
positions available including, 
Bakery, Admissions, Attractions 
and Tractor Drivers. Apply online at 
skinnybonespumpkinpatch.com. 
For questions, call 402-689-7585 
or email: contact@skinnybone-
spumpkinpatch.com.  klE28-8w

Jobs Services

For Sale Automotive

Garage Sales For Rent

Events

Cut trees, bushes, hedges, etc. 
and/or remove, also hauling, and 
landscape (mulch, rock, dirt). 
Weed clear beds, yards, etc. Also 
do gutters. Call 402-813-1567. Fair 
and Polite. cgMV29-4w

STORAGE, Campers, Boats, Trail-
ers etc. Outdoor. Secure. Wash-
ington County Storage. Great 
Rates. 402-427-3725. ssE39-tfn

P35 Welding & Fabrication LLC. 
Repairs and custom fabrication. In-
Shop or Mobile Services. Insured. 
Certified. Call Casey at 402-304-
5409. sgE29-TFN

BLAIR: 948 N 24th Ave, Sat Sept. 
9th, 9a to 2p, RELAY FOR LIFE 
GARAGE SALE.  Books, clothes, 
kitchen, movies, Serger, fabric, 
jewelry, decor, big mirror, much, 
much more.  sgE35-1W

HERMAN VILLAGE WIDE GA-
RAGE SALE

Herman: Friday 9/8 & Sat 9/9 
9am- 5pm. South end of town on 
Hwy 75 sale has tools, guns, fish-
ing gear, antiques, furniture, lawn 
equipment, assorted household 
items. Something for everyone.

Top quality registered an-
gus bulls and females, ex-
cellent disposition. O’Neill 
Genetics will add 150 lbs 
weaning and yearling. 
O’Neil Angus Farm, Logan, 
IA Call only 402-680-3171.
cgMV18-tfn

TOP QUALITY ANGUS BEEF 
FLAVOR IS FANTASTIC
Offering ground beef at a special 
for month of August and Septem-
ber. $6 per pound for orders of 
25 pounds or more. O’Neil Angus 
Farm, Logan, IA Call only 402-680-
3171. MVcg31-9w

$50-$500 PAID FOR VEHICLES 
RUNNING OR NOT, WRECKED, 
JUNK, ETC. CALL: 402-533-3456. 
sgE2-TFN

2002 Dale Earnhart Intimidator, 
Monte Carlo.  76,000 miles, Great 
Shape.  
Asking $14,000 -- Or Best Offer.  
Call 402-541-4222  sgMV36-1W

ARLINGTON: 2 BR Apartment 
available, no pets, laundry hook-
up, garage available, garbage 
included. Call 402-478-4674

LODGING, Downtown Blair. 
Perfect Stay Inn & Suites. Extend-
ed Stay or Nightly. Great Rates. 
1465 Front Street. 
402-426-2650. ssE39-tfn

Outdoor Flea Market, MV 
Antiques.  Sept. 17. --  8 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Spaces 
Available.   402-681-4190.  
sgMV36-1W
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know it was coming 
until we started receiving 
emails from the schools. 
To my defense, we hadn't 
hooked up our TVs and 
moved our service to 
have a local channel,” she 
shared. “People talked 
with me about sandbags, 
charging up devices, bot-
tled water, etc., to prepare 
but tried to ease my mind 
by stating that her path 
was north of us. I would 
say that due to their ease-
ment, I wasn't super wor-
ried. They said they would 
be more afraid of torna-
does, as I told them where 
I grew up! In true storm 
fashion though, nothing 
was supposed to hit our 
area until after 5:00 p.m, 

but of course, while my 
children were on the bus 
to me, the storm came in 
hard around 3:00 p.m. It 
did calm and did not come 
back until the middle of 
the night.”

The couple's children, 
Penelope (8) Rowen (6), 
and Willow (4), were 
scared until Whitney 
and Tran showed them 
the path of the hurricane 
which tracked north of 
them.  “The lightning 
and thunder while they 
were on the bus really 
freaked them out.”

Area schools were used 
as shelters so Whitney 
had the next couple of 
days off from teaching.  
“The stores were bare 

when people told me to get 
bottled water and freeze 
them. People were filling 
up gas tanks and the traf-
fic got a bit heavier.”

Unlike a tornado, 
whose size is known to 
surpass a mile in overall 
size, hurricane force 
winds encompassed a 
37.5 mile range with 
tropical storm winds 
extending 218 miles.

“The storms outside 
the hurricane are similar 
to those in the Midwest- 
dark clouds, heavy rain, 
lightning and thunder,” 
Whitney said. “That is 
really all that happened. 
However, I have heard 
that hurricanes can 
change paths without 

warning, so we did down-
load some apps to keep 
track. My husband and I 
were down here shortly 
after Hurricane Ian, and 
the heartbreak we felt for 
those in his path kept me 
humble enough to know 
that these storms can be 
very unpredictable and 
damaging.”

Florida has been hit 
with more hurricanes 
than any other state.  It 
is believed that every 
mile of coastline has 
been impacted by a hur-
ricane since 1850.  Ac-
cording to statistics, the 
question is not if anoth-
er hurricane will make 
landfall in Florida, it is 
merely a matter of when.

Hurricane hits close to home, continued from pg. 1
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Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!
Nebraska & Iowa

1903 Hwy. 30
Missouri Valley, IA 51555

402-426-5022
712-600-2410

S T R U C T U R E S

www.GingerichStructures.com

Wisconsin
N6522 US Hwy. 51 STE C1

Portage, WI 53901
608-988-6338
920-889-0960

Eastern CO  
13540 Northgate Estates Dr.

Suite 100D
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

719-822-3052

Tick Probs: A new pest is making Nebraskans allergic to…red meat?
Michael Wunder
Flatwater Free Press

A roast beef sandwich 
sent Katie Voelker to the 
hospital in June 2022. 

Six hours after din-
ner, she woke in the 
middle of the night with 
hives, an itchy throat, 
nausea and dizziness.

“I had no idea what 
was happening to me,” 
the Lincoln resident 
said. “So I had my hus-
band rush me to the hos-
pital, worried my throat 
was going to close up.”

Voelker’s mind raced, 
eventually arriving at a 
memory of an incident 
from a month earlier 
while turkey hunting 
at nearby Pawnee State 
Recreation Area. She 
had been bitten by a tick, 
but it didn't look like Ne-
braska’s most common 
blood-feeding arthropod, 
the American dog tick. 
Instead of a splotchy 
white band on its back, it 
had a single white dot. 

Voelker identified it 
as a lone star tick, a car-
rier of a syndrome that 
can cause an allergy to 
red meat.

“I mentioned the lone 
star bite to a hunting 
buddy and joked about 
how ironic it would be if 
I, a hunting enthusiast, 
ended up with a meat al-
lergy …” Voelker said.

She didn’t give the 
bite another thought 
– until the sandwich 
incident a month later.

Until this summer, 
alpha-gal syndrome 
(AGS) was a relatively 
obscure disease known 
by scientists, research-
ers and a few doctors. 

Then in late July, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) announced 
that a five-year study 
determined up to 450,000 
Americans may have 
been affected by AGS 
since 2010 – nearly the 
combined populations of 
Lincoln, Columbus, Ke-
arney and Grand Island.

If testing trends 
continue alongside the 
geographic expansion 
of the lone star tick, 
researchers wrote, the 
number of AGS cases in 
the U.S. will increase.

The syndrome causes 
a hypersensitivity to a 
sugar molecule found in 
most mammals outside 
primates. Those affected 
must avoid beef, pork, 
lamb, venison, rabbit – 
basically any meat from 
a mammal.

Experiences vary. 
Some people’s reactions 
may be mild and others’ 
life-threatening. There 
is no cure, but mild reac-
tions can be treated with 
antihistamines. 

“The first few months 
were the hardest,” said 
Voelker, who confirmed 
her infection with a 
blood test. “My sensitiv-
ity was highest at that 
point, and I not only had 
to cut out all red meat, 
but dairy and other 
foods with mammal-
derived ingredients as 
well.”

Central to this emerg-
ing illness is one of 
nature’s most persistent 
pests. When ticks hop 
aboard a new host, they 
find a patch of skin – 
often behind the knees, 
the head or ankles – and 
cut into it with hooks 
that are just one part 
of a mouth adapted to 
parasitic life.

Their saliva can have 
anesthetic properties, 
preventing hosts from 
realizing they’ve been 
bitten. 

It’s also the vessel 
for disease, said Jody 
Green, an educator with 
Nebraska Extension. 
And it’s getting more 
difficult to avoid tick 
spit when spending time 
outdoors.

“Nowadays, every-
where you go that’s fun 
is a tick-infested habi-
tat,” Green said. 

Lone star ticks ap-
pear to be on the move. 
The arachnid’s historic 
range went as far north 
as extreme southern 
Iowa and as east as New 
Jersey. 

In recent years, 
though, the tick has 
migrated to southeast 
Nebraska. 

Research on the lone 
star tick and others has 
led some scientists to 
believe climate change 
is among the factors 
driving ticks into higher 
latitudes and elevations.

“Environmental 
conditions altered by 
climate change do 
indeed influence range 
expansion,” said Nebras-
ka state climatologist 
Martha Durr. “There 
are other factors at play 
as well. But this will 
likely be a concern for us 
locally.”

Joseph Fauver, a 
professor at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center’s College of 
Public Health, said there 
are other factors likely 
contributing to the lone 
star tick’s presence in 
Nebraska. 

Increasing popula-
tions of host species, 
such as small mammals, 
rodents and white tail 
deer, give ticks more 
places to feed. Develop-
ment on the outskirts 
of towns brings people 
closer to the habitats 
ticks call home.

“We’re encroaching 
on wild spaces,” he said. 
“Surely some part of 
that is happening here.”

The University of Ne-
braska and public health 
officials conduct ongo-
ing tick surveillance 
efforts in order to moni-
tor potential threats to 
people and pets. One 
method, tick flagging, 
involves dragging a 
piece of white fabric over 
grass. Ticks latch to the 
fabric and are identified 
at a lab.

Fauver and his col-
leagues are surveying 
Nebraska health care 
providers, physicians 
and agricultural opera-
tors to grasp their level 
of awareness regarding 
tick-borne illnesses. 

In its announcement, 
the CDC cited a survey 
of health care profes-
sionals that found nearly 
half of respondents had 
not heard of AGS.

“We’re trying to 
gauge who knows about 
this,” Fauver said. “Are 
they up to speed?”

The public is encour-
aged to report their find-
ings to a UNL citizen 
scientist surveillance 
program, Tick Tag Go. 
If someone encounters 
a tick, they can take a 
photo with their phone 
and upload it to the site, 
along with location 
details. The submissions 
are then identified by 
local scientists. 

American dog ticks 
lead the pack with 437 
observations, but lone 
star ticks are not far 
behind at 113.

“It’s been great to 
see what ticks are out 
there,” Green said.

Scientists, educators 
and public health of-
ficials don’t want people 

to be afraid of going out-
side, Green said. Instead 
they want to empower 
people through aware-
ness, and that starts 
with safety measures. 

She tells people to 
wear light-colored 
clothing when outside, 
making it easier to spot 
ticks before they have a 
chance to attach. Tuck-
ing pants into socks, 
shirts into pants and 
long hair up into hats 
adds another barrier to 
entry. She also encour-
ages carrying tweezers 
and a lint roller to 
remove any ticks found 
while outside.

Full-body tick checks 
should be done after 
spending time outside, 
and clothes worn during 
those activities should 
be tossed into a dryer 
on high for 30 minutes 
upon returning home. 
If you have a dog, she 
recommends frequent 
checks and applying tick 
prevention treatments 
throughout the year.

Applying insect repel-
lents to the skin is im-
portant, but those have 
limitations, Green said. 
Among the most effec-
tive chemical prevention 
tools is something called 
permethrin, which 
can only be applied to 
clothes.

If you find a tick, 
Green encourages 
submitting an entry to 
Tick Tag Go for identi-
fication. If it’s attached, 
remove it with tweezers, 
pulling it straight out 
to ensure the head is 
removed. 

Experts discourage 
using heat to force ticks 
to detach, as it can cause 
the parasite to vomit any 
potential pathogens into 
your bloodstream. After-
ward, pay close attention 
to your health and any 
odd developments.

“If you have some-
thing that cannot be 
explained, then you need 
to go to a doctor,” Green 
said.

Fauver, an outdoor en-
thusiast, said vigilance 
is key in preventing 
debilitating vector-borne 
diseases. 

“If you’re going to be 
in these spaces, just be 
really diligent,” he said. 
“They are here and we 
need to do our best to 
prevent them.”

Voelker hasn’t let 
AGS prevent her from 
hunting or spending 
time outdoors, but she 
does take more precau-
tions. She read that 
people with AGS report 
more severe attacks 
after multiple bites.

“Permethrin has been 
a game changer. I can't 
overstate how grateful 
I am to have such an 
effective and relatively 
simple solution to my 
tick problem — without 
it I'd be stuck inside six 
months out of the year,” 
she said.

And though she still 
avoids red meat, Voelker 
reported her reactions to 
dairy have become less 
intense.

“I was scared to eat 
out, scared to travel,” 
she said. “Things have 
recently taken a turn 
for the better though … 
I tolerate dairy pretty 
well now. I still have 
the occasional reaction, 
but it's worth it to have 
cheese back in my life.”

The Flatwater Free 
Press is Nebraska’s first 
independent, nonprofit 
newsroom focused on in-
vestigations and feature 
stories that matter.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSHUA ALLEN
The lone star tick may have infected nearly 500,000 Americans, experts estimate. 
The tick, which has made its way to Nebraska in part due to climate change and 
development, is now sickening some Nebraskans – and making some allergic to red 
meat.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSHUA ALLEN
Nebraskan Katie Voelker got bit by one of these tiny pests, a lone star tick. She is 
now unable to eat red meat, though she recently reintroduced some dairy products.
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Our PRIMARY 
focus is

Dedicated care for your entire family

Saturday Appointments Available at the Pender Clinic
Clinic Locations-Pender, Emerson, Bancroft and Beemer

Focus on healthy lifestyle 
and wellness

Health coaching 

Help to quit smoking

Management of chronic 
conditions

Preventive screenings  
and reminders

School and sports physicals

Whole-person care for  
your whole life long

You have a thousand things to think about every day. 
It’s easy to get distracted from the preventative care 
that keeps you and your family healthy. Our primary 
care providers can help.

Just like each member of the family plays an 
important role, each system in your body works 
together to form your full picture of health. When 
you build a relationship with one of our primary care 
providers, we get to know you. Our sole purpose is 
to help your family live your healthiest life by offering 
encouragement and guidance…even if you’ve gotten  
a little off track.

Learn more at pchne.org or call 402-385-3033  
to schedule your annual well-check visit.

Most insurance accepted, including Medicare and Medicaid. 
Cash pay discounts and payment plans available.

Relay For Life 2023Relay For Life 2023
Sunday, Sept. 10Sunday, Sept. 10thth

12:00 – 6:30 PM, Lyons City Park12:00 – 6:30 PM, Lyons City Park

Times and activities may vary.  If severe weather approaches, 
please listen for updates.

Please leave your pets at home for the safety of all. 
This is a no tobacco & no alcohol event.

Make your donations for Luminaria Bags at WCB in Tekamah, at Helena Ag in Oakland and 
First National Bank in Lyons. They will be displayed at Relay For Life of Burt County Area on Sept. 10.

For information on cancer call 1-800-227-2345 
or go to www.cancer.org

Bring your lawn chairs and celebrate with us!  

12:00 pm            Survivor Sign In

12:30 pm     Survivor/Caregiver Meal

Relay Meal OPEN TO PUBLIC – Freewill Offering – While Supplies Last

1:30 pm      
Opening Ceremony  •  Survivor Recognition

Silent Auction and Live Auction
Mystery Photo Op  •  Luminaria Ceremony

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm            LIVE Music – Daddy Mac & the Flak

St. Joseph’s Catholic ChurchSt. Joseph’s Catholic Church

Friday, Sept. 15, 2023Friday, Sept. 15, 2023
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

$8.00 meal ticket$8.00 meal ticket
Walk-ins welcome • Carry outs availableWalk-ins welcome • Carry outs available

430 Lincoln St., Lyons430 Lincoln St., Lyons

BasketBasket
RaffleRaffle

Elevator
Elevator

Available
Available

Salad Luncheon

Josh Edgar, MD
We are proud to welcome  
Dr. Edgar to the Methodist 
family of physicians.

Dr. Edgar has joined  
the Internal Medicine  
clinic and is now  
accepting patients.

680 E. Fremont Medical  
Park Drive
Fremont, NE 68025
(402) 815-7120INTERNAL MEDICINE

tion, & immunotherapy), 
is in remission and is 
scheduled for another 
surgery in the week af-
ter this year’s Relay For 
Life event.

Grateful for the op-
portunity to participate 
once again in Relay For 
Life, Abi finds this year 

to be a special opportu-
nity to share the impor-
tance of community.

“Relay is somewhere 
where I can celebrate 
alongside fellow survi-
vors, remember those 
who have lost their 
battle, and show the 
ones who are currently 

fighting that they are 
not fighting alone,” she 
shared. “Being a part of 
Relay means that you’re 
choosing to be a part of 
something bigger than 
yourself. You’re advocat-
ing for those who are 
too sick to have a voice 
or who lost their battle. 

You’re standing up to 
cancer and relaying for 
a cure.”

Sunday’s event in 
Lyons opens at 12:30 p.m. 
with a cancer survivors 
meal provided by Burt 
County Cattlemen. 
Concessions will be 
available, live music by 

Daddy Mac & the Flak, 
Silent and Live Auctions 
and a special “mystery” 
photo op.  Bring your 
lawn chair and enjoy the 
afternoon with family 
and friends. Everyone is 
welcome!

For more information 
about the event, please 

contact co-chairs Pam 
Leistra at 402-870-0241 or 
Leslie Greve at 402-870-
0680. You can also call 
1-800-227-2345 or visit 
www.relayforlife.org/
burtcountyne to learn 
more about Relay For 
Life.

Burt County to unite in cancer fight, continued from pg. 1

FOOF Golf Tournament held, continued from pg. 1
FOOF Scholarship.

One of the 2023 
Oakland-Craig gradu-
ates who returned to 
play was Maycie John-
son who joked that her 
grandma would’ve made 
her either work at it or 
play.  So, she opted to 
play. “In all honesty, 
I love getting to give 
back to my community 
since it has provided 
and prepared me for my 
future,” Maycie shared. 
“Especially when giving 
back included golfing 
with friends! I think it 
sounds good! This was 
the first opportunity to 
help someone else by 
supporting the scholar-
ship that I was so lucky 
to have received.”

FOOF President Sue 
Beckner always en-
courages scholarship 
recipients to find a way 
to give in whichever 
community they choose 
to call home.  “Of course, 
we hope you choose to 
return to Oakland,” she 
shares.

Joining Maycie from 
the Class of 2023 were 

Trevor Weitzenkamp, 
Kara Peterson, Shea 
Johnson, Dawson 
Rhodes, Connor Guill, 
Reese Johnson, and 
Charli Webster.

Hole sponsors includ-
ed First Northeast Bank 
Of Nebraska, State Farm 
Ins. Aaron Arlt, Helena 
Chemical, Rennerfeldt 
Financial, Scott’s Hard-
ware, Corner Drug, Nel-
son Food Pride, Any-
time Fitness, Chris-
tensen Electric, DPA 
Auctions NE,  Nebraska 
Psych. Services, Pelan 
Funeral Services, Jen-
nings’ Heating, Air, & 
Plumbing, Nebraska 
Realty – Nikki Ray, J&K 
Webster Excavat-
ing, Farm & Home 
Ins., Brett & Shara John-
son Farms, Magnusson 
Farms, Richard’s Ag 
Agency, Northeast Eye 
Care, Anderson Struc-
tures, KM Johnson, 
Inc, Kevin Anderson 
Farms, Wolken Thera-
py, Cornhusker Ag, Red 
Barn Vet Clinic, 77 Clas-
sic Clean Car Wash, Cen-
tral Valley Ag, and In 

Honor Of Reece Johnson 
– Scholarship Recipient.

About FOOF
The Friends of 

Oakland Foundation 
(FOOF) serves the 
broad community by 
evaluating and address-
ing community issues, 
promoting charitable 
giving, and connecting 
donors to the critical 
needs of the community. 

Chartered in 1987, 
FOOF strives to help 
public-spirited citizens 
find ways to achieve 
their charitable goals 
and make the Oakland 
area a better place to 
live, now and in the 
future. 

The annual golf 
tournament benefits 
the Friends of Oakland 
Foundation scholarship 
program. All monies 
raised from the event go 
directly to our Dollars 
for Scholars initiative 
in which we award 
thousands of dollars 
in scholarships to 
Oakland-Craig seniors 

every year. 
This year, we award-

ed $37,000 in scholar-
ships to members of the 
Oakland-Craig senior 
class. Proceeds from the 
golf tournament as well 
as individual charitable 
gifts make this scholar-
ship fund possible.

To start your people-powered ad campaign,
contact this newspaper and ask about the 2x2 ad network.

This ad is delivered to you by people.
Not an app. 
Not an algorithim.
Not AI.

People power Nebraska’s communities and 
Nebraska’s newspapers. Find your 

Dream Home 
in the Classi eds!
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