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Does anyone really know R.L.?

| GREW UP just down Rt. 146 in Worcester, and
Rhode Island is the smallest state in the country.
Consequently, I thought that I would get to know
Rhode Island and the local Jewish community
quickly and easily upon arrival.

I was right and wrong.

The local culture really did make me feel at home
after years away in Chicago. And the Jewish com-
munity has been incredibly welcoming, making
any adaptation I had to do both easy and pleasant.
Everyone I'’ve met so far has been welcoming,
offering their own diverse perspectives on what is

important to them.
My mistake was in thinking
that I could quickly “know”
the community. Every-
one who’s grown up
here knows — and will
readily attest — that
. Rhode Island punches
. well above its weight. I
; learned that as soon as I
. got here and started try-
o ¢ ing to take in all the state’s
offerings. In Thomas Wolfe’s
short story, the main character
opines that “only the dead know Brooklyn,” mean-
ing that the borough is so sprawling and complex
that no living human can fully know it. Rhode
Island is the same way, in that no human can do or
partake of everything the state has to offer.

The Jewish community is no different, as I also
learned. I thought it would take me a month or two
to have it down — but I've been here three months,
and I am not remotely close to knowing it well. I’'ve
met with rabbis and other local leaders, visited
some of the synagogues, spoken with community
members, eaten at the city’s myriad kosher restau-
rants.... The list goes on, but there are still so many
synagogues I want to visit, people [ want to meet,
Jewish restaurants to try — and more.

Writing for the paper has brought me to some
interesting places. For this issue alone I went to
places as diverse as America’s oldest functioning
synagogue and a meeting where Israeli and Rhode
Island university students showcased their inven-
tions and business proposals...

...but there is so much more. Jewish Rhode Island
is a small paper in the smallest state that neverthe-
less serves a big community that does even bigger
things. In other words, we need more people writing
for Jewish Rhode Island. We have some great people
contributing already (though we sadly bid Patricia
Raskin’s monthly column farewell in August) —
but to really tell the story of Rhode Island’s Jewish
community, we need more journalists and more
columnists.

Do you write? Does your child or grandchild
write? If not, would you or they like to? A story
to tell? A desire to tell someone else’s story? If so,
please let me know!

In the meanwhile, I look forward to starting 5787
with all of you.
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The Providence Mayoral Candidates

BY DANIEL MARGOLIS

jewishrhody.org

ROVIDENCE — On Sept. 9, voters will decide which of two candidates —
incumbent Mayor Brett P. Smiley or challenger state Rep. David Morales — will
be the Democratic Party’s nominee for mayor in the November general election.

Observers say the race is one of the most hotly contested in the state. To help voters
make an informed decision, Jewish Rhode Island met with each candidate for an
interview. Presented here are the full discussions, edited only for length and clarity.

To check your registration status or to find your voting location, visit vote.sos.ri.gov.

Mayor Brett P. Smiley

Jewish Rhode Island: Thank you for
agreeing to talk with us. You
weren’t born Jewish but instead
made the decision to convert to
Judaism. Can you tell us about
that journey?

Mayor Brett P. Smiley: I felt like I had

a spiritual void and went looking
for a home. I had grown up in a
very Jewish community, had been
celebrating holidays with friends for
years and had built a relationship
with Rabbi Mack at Temple Beth-El.
And ultimately, I reached out to her
and started exploring the conversa-
tion around conversion. I ended up
studying with her for a little while.
The more I learned and leaned into
my studies there, the more I knew

I had found my place and found my
people. It was a great source of joy
and has become a great source of
strength for me to have converted
and joined Temple Beth-El — and
then to continue my journey.

I participated last year in what
ended up becoming a relatively
well-known B’nai Mitzvah class.
Happily, really, truly joyfully, it
was a lot of work, but it was great.

It was an incredible experience to
learn some basic Hebrew. I’ve got a
long way to go [in learning Hebrew],
certainly, but to have a chance to be
called to the bima and read from the
Torah and share that moment with
family and friends...it has become
something very important in my
life and a great source of comfort

in both a difficult job, but alsoin a
difficult time in our country and in
our world.

I sit here now proudly as the
second Jewish mayor of Providence.
[It] has become a big part of who I
am. You don’t get a lot of these really
life-changing moments as an adult,
so it feels like a gift to have had this
one.

Those who grew up Jewish can’t

really compare life as a non-Jew
to life as a Jew. How has your
life changed since you joined the
tribe?

It has changed. First of all, I could
not speak more highly about how
warmly I’ve been embraced by the
community, and it really feels like
I have a new circle of strength and
support that I find at shul and that I
find in the broader community. That
has been a source of comfort for me.
It has been helpful and meaningful
for me to have moral guidance that
I get from the rabbi, but also from
services and such.

Then personally, it’s been fun to
start to establish our own traditions
at home that I know many families
have been doing for millennia. I have
the opportunity to set some of our
own traditions. My husband did not
convert, but he’s been incredibly
supportive, and so we’ve started to
define for ourselves what Shabbat
dinner looks like at home. Now we
invite friends over to break the fast
after Yom Kippur. It’s been fun just
to start to establish those traditions
of our own. Maybe it’s different
for someone like me in that we’re
starting from scratch, as opposed
to — and there are probably pros and
cons to it; it’s not better or worse —
it’s just instead of passing down the
tradition from generations, we get
the opportunity to create our own
tradition in our own way.

You’ve had the opportunity to go
to Israel, is that right?

I’ve been twice.
What were your impressions?

The first time I went, which was
maybe six or seven years ago, was
well before I had converted. It was
an interesting and moving experi-
ence. It was well before the war. I
have a cousin who at the time lived
in Jerusalem. Now she’s up in Haifa.

It was great to connect
with family and just

to understand the
complexity, not just of
the nation of Israel, but
of so much of human
history that passed
through that tiny place.

When I went back, which was now
a year and a half ago, it was after I
had converted, and so it took on a
different meaning for me. This was
after October 7 and after the rise of
so much antisemitism in America.

It really is moving to be in a place
where kippot are the norm and not
the exception and that people are so
proudly Jewish without fear from
neighbors or passersby that, sadly,
too many American Jews have to
experience today.

I went to the Kotel both times I
went to Israel, but it was very differ-
ent to be able to say the Shema at the
Wall. And again, to once again visit
family. It’s a special place, and I look
forward to many more trips to come.

Keeping briefly on Israel but
moving to policy, I wanted to ask
you about your position on the
upcoming ballot referendum that
would mandate municipal funds
be divested from Israel. What is
your position on that?

I’'m opposed to it. I think it’s both

bad policy and the wrong message.
The [Providence] law department
hasissued an opinion unequivocally
[that] it’s unenforceable. Were it to
pass, it would go no further. It’s also
bad policy in that we don’t make
investment decisions based upon
complicated geopolitical conflicts.
And even though it’s written in a
different way, the organizers have
been explicit that it’s about Israel.
It also furthers this narrative that I
believe isolates the Jewish commu-
nity, targets the Jewish community
and contributes to antisemitism.

Mayor Brett P. Smiley, official photo PHOTO | PROVIDENCE
MAYOR’S OFFICE

Would it really affect only Israel?

I’ll take the words of the organiz-
ers. The organizers have said that
they believe it would only apply to
Israel at this time.

Turning to education, the Prov-
idence public schools have just
come out of state receivership and
now are under city control. Could
you give us some background on
that?

Yeah, it’s cause for optimism. For
nearly my entire first term, the state
was running our schools, and for the
last several years I stood alongside
several other leaders in advocating
for the return of our schools to local
control because that is clearly what
families in the community wanted.
Now it has happened on July 1. This
will be our first school year in seven
years where the schools are back
being governed by their mayor and
their school board.

We are optimistic that will result
in stronger community engagement
and a stronger voice for our parents
and our students, because before
the accountability was from a state
official to the governor and not to the
actual families of Providence.

We’ve got a lot of work to do. There
is no shortage of really incredible,
ambitious, talented students here.
Still, far too many of the students
at PPSD (the Providence Public
School District) are not achieving
at levels that they should be and are
not receiving the supports that they
deserve.

The entire community has a stake

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Rep. David Morales

Jewish Rhode Island: Can you tell our
readers a little about your personal
background and the experiences
that have shaped your values and
approach to public service?

Rep. David Morales: I grew up with a sin-
gle immigrant mom who came to the
U.S. from Mexico. I saw how hard she
had to work to provide for me and my
older sister. As I got older, I realized
that access to services that we had
was due to public benefit programs,
including Medicaid, public housing,
SNAP and public schools. During my
childhood, watching my mom work a
multitude of minimum-wage jobs was
stressful. I understand the urgent
needs and struggles working families
are going through, especially in our
city today.

I remember the first job I had
at the age of 14, picking fruits and
vegetables in hot agricultural fields
in central, rural California. That
informed my beliefs and focus on
advocacy relating to social and
economic justice. For that reason, as
state representative, I've focused on
ensuring that we’re investing in our
public schools, increasing the min-
imum wage and building affordable
housing. In the legislature, when
there have been debates around bills
or budget items, I often think through
the lens of how would this have
affected a family like mine.

You already touched on this, but
perhaps you would like to expand.
I was going to ask if there were
any life experiences that have
shaped the way you engage with
Providence’s diverse communities.

Absolutely. I grew up in a rela-
tively homogeneous community of
15,000 people. It was predominantly
Mexicans who immigrated to rural
California seeking economic opportu-
nity. I grew up in a tight-knit culture
where neighbors knew one another,
cared for each other. Those experi-
ences motivate me to get to know my
neighbors.

When I got to Providence, I remem-
ber building relationships almost
immediately and getting to know
community members, seeing them
over and over, talking with neighbors:
“Where should I get my dry cleaning
done, where should I access a bar-
ber?”

An experience that sticks with me
was my first job after I graduated
with my master’s in public affairs
from Brown University. I worked as a
behavioral specialist at Achievement
First Mayoral Academy on Hartford
Avenue. It was a direct exposure to
our young students who were strug-
gling with unmet mental health
needs, behavioral issues that had
gone unaddressed.

Those experiences spoke to me and
the way I grew up. I had a working
parent who wasn’t always able to
provide the empathy and care that
she would have been able to if she
could be at home more consistently.

Thinking back on my experiences,
they helped me connect with our
community. It goes back to the basic
struggles that we’re experiencing, but
also the ways in which we find joy.

I’ve been happy to be part of vari-
ous Providence communities over the
years, including our arts community.
Itry to be present in different spaces,
like AS220, Urban Arts. I think that
there’s a lot of joy that we can find
when it comes to something like the
creative arts.

What experiences have you had
engaging with Israel or the

Jewish community, and how have
those experiences informed your
understanding of issues important
to Providence Jews?

During my six years as state
representative, I've had the pleasure
of serving constituents of all back-
grounds, including Jewish commu-
nity members. They helped inform
me about the concerns and struggles
they experienced in recent years,
especially the rise in antisemitism
over the last year and a half. We’ve
had cases of hazing; cases of poten-
tial violence and vandalism. That’s
helped inform the level of urgency
with which I act.

This year in the legislature, we
passed an anti-hazing bill focused on
making sure that any student tar-
geted or bullied based on religious
affiliation has more measures of
accountability and put more protec-
tions in place. That was immediately
brought to my attention by some of
my constituents.

We had a conversation and under-
stood the level of fear they were
experiencing. They thought about
their children and whether they
would experience that, whether it
would motivate copycat incidents. I've
had many Jewish constituents attend
my monthly community meetings and
inform me of upcoming celebrations
in the Jewish community and give
me more understanding of Jewish
history and culture. I've always
welcomed those opportunities. I've
always been grateful for those who
have opened their doors, opened their
homes and allowed for me to learn
more.

What is your position on the
upcoming ballot referendum that
would require Providence to divest
municipal funds from companies
doing business with Israel, and
why?

Like many, I do not believe taxpayer
dollars should go toward funding any
form of apartheid, illegal military
occupation or genocide. The way the
ordinance is written, it doesn’t make
a specific reference to any country.

I support the referendum, consid-
ering that, like many others, I do not
believe our public taxpayer dollars
should be going towards funding any
form of genocide, apartheid or illegal
military occupation that may be hap-
pening overseas.

Supporters and
opponents disagree
about the practical
impact of the measure.
In your view, would
its effects extend
beyond Israel-related
investments?

Potentially so. This is
based on the definition
that the United Nations
has when it comes to
apartheid, illegal military
occupation, genocide. I
would hope that we do not
have widespread cases of
those types of atrocities
happening across the
globe. But even having
this ordinance passed by
the electorate in Novem-
ber demonstrates where
our principles and our
values are and how we use
taxpayer dollars as part
of that. In the future, if there are any
cases of those types of atrocities, the
city of Providence will be prepared to
ensure that that type of funding is not
contributing to it.

Providence public schools have
recently emerged from state
receivership and returned to local
control. How do you assess the
current state of the school system,
and what should happen next?

We're in a staffing crisis. We have
elementary schools with over 300
students and only one counselor.

We have too many middle and high
schools with only one social worker
for hundreds of students. As a result,
many students are not receiving the
social and emotional support that
they need inside and outside the class-
room. We don’t have enough services
readily available for students in spe-
cial education classrooms or enrolled
in Individualized Education Plans,
and that itself has impacted academic
outcomes.

As mayor, I will work directly with
our school board, but most impor-
tantly our educators and families, to
better assess where staffing gaps are,
where we need to make the necessary
investments to hire an additional
counselor, more TAs in special
education classrooms. Also, prepare
educators to be certified in bilingual
education so they could lead dual-lan-
guage classrooms. These are going
to require major investments. I'm
prepared to work alongside our school
board and city council to present a
budget that accomplishes that.

I’ll also work with our institutions
of higher education. There’s some-
thing to be said about Brown Univer-
sity, RISD, Providence College and
Johnson & Wales contributing to the
success of Providence Public Schools.

We can have more social workers
and counselors who are knowledge-
able to bill Medicaid, like Tri-County
Family Services and Family Service
of Rhode Island.

Rep. David Morales, official photo
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We need to improve staffing levels
across PPSD if we're serious about
improving academic outcomes.

What are your priorities regarding
climate resilience, environmental
justice and sustainability in
Providence over the coming years?

We can’t say that we’re taking
environmental justice and climate
change seriously if we continue
allowing large industrial facilities to
pollute the Port of Providence. That
ultimately impacts the residents and
neighbors across South Providence
disproportionately.

As mayor, I’ll focus on building a
stronger relationship between our
city and the Department of Environ-
mental Management so we can have
consistent air quality monitoring.
That way, any time air quality stan-
dards are violated, we can hold pol-
luters accountable instead of waiting
for a scrapyard fire or an emergency
hazard to appear.

We need to ensure that environ-
mental laws are consistently applied.
We must build the infrastructure
needed to lessen the impact of cli-
mate change. Increased rainfall has
led to excessive flooding, impacting
neighbors across Providence. Go
down Valley Street, Olneyville, dif-
ferent parts of Blackstone: There are
neighbors whose basements are being
flooded and properties being damaged
because of the excessive rain. Our
sewage system cannot keep up with it.

I will work with our city council to
establish a green infrastructure bond
to modernize our sewage system,
invest in green infrastructure like
rain gardens and bioswales citywide.
That’s how we ensure we’re more
climate resilient, as well as acting
any time bad actors harm our envi-
ronment and public health.

You were elected to the legislature
in 2020. What is something you’re
proud of, and what is something
you would have done differently?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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UP FRONT

Interview with Mayor Brett P. Smiley continued

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

in our schools doing better.
The fact that in most of our
schools, seven out of ten kids
are not reading or doing
math at grade level is a major
problem, and we have a civic
responsibility, but also, I
think, a moral obligation to
do better by these students.

Let’s turn to the
environment. A few months
ago, you announced the
city’s five-year update on
the climate justice plan.
Could you tell us a little
about that?

Providence is really a
national leader in how we’re
reacting to the climate crisis,
and I’'m particularly proud of
the work that we’ve done —
and of this community. Not
only are we making changes
here in Providence, but our
actions are inspiring changes
statewide. That’s a way in
which Providence is influen-
tial beyond just our borders.

We're making meaningful
infrastructure and resil-
iency investments. We have
a detailed and very realistic
goal and plan for carbon
neutrality. We’ve updated
stormwater. We’ve improved
and repaired our hurricane
barrier to help protect the
community. We’ve passed the
first green revolving fund,
which gives us a recurring
revenue stream to continue
to make these investments to
ensure that we don’t just have
fits and starts of investment.

These are long-term, sus-
tainable changes that will
help us meet these goals, but
also, ultimately, save taxpay-
ers’ dollars and make this a
more resilient city.

You’ve been the mayor now
for a few years. What is one
thing that you’re proudest
of? Also, what is something
that, looking back, you
would do differently?

The thing I'm most proud
of over my first term was our
reaching the standard known
as universal access to pre-K.
Early childhood education
is critically important [to]
educational outcomes. Finan-
cially, dollar for dollar, it’s
the best investment you can
make in education. It will
improve outcomes for kids
for their entire educational
career, but it has this added
benefit of helping families
save money.

The cost of childcare is one
of the family’s largest out-
of-pocket expenses. Pre-K is
school, but it’s also childcare.
We’re the only community

in Rhode Island that has
reached this standard. It

was an explicit promise that
I made four years ago, and

it took sustained focus and
investment to get there, but
everyone in Providence will
benefit from it. It’s something
thatI think is a really great
thing to have done.

Okay. And on the thing
that you could have done
differently?

There are plenty of things,
and I don’t, I don’t lack humil-
ity. My first year — they
were well-intended, but they
were not well-received — we
made some dramatic changes
to the city’s arts festival,
PVDFest, that were roundly
criticized. For an event that’s
meant to bring the commu-
nity together and spread a
little bit of joy, when people
don’t like it, you admit you're
wrong and make changes,
which is what happened.

After the festival I said, “I
screwed up. I got that wrong.”
We changed it back to the way
in which the community had
enjoyed celebrating. Some-
times the best thing a leader
can do is to say, “I screwed
up, and we’ll change.”

Is there anything that you
would like to add for our
readers?

I would just say thatitisa
complicated time in the world
and in the country, not just
for Jews, but for many vul-
nerable communities. Despite
some very real challenges
that I'm not naive to, espe-
cially now over the last two
years with the current pres-
idential administration and
some of the things going on,
I’'m proud to be a member of
this community. I would hope
that other people would count
their blessings to get to live
in Providence, that we have
come together as a commu-
nity, that we are protecting
some of our most vulnerable
residents. We are standing up
for our values.

While there’s a lot to be
upset about, we are in this
beautiful place that we get
to call home that has not
strayed from its values. And
I’'m going to do everything
that I can to continue to pro-
tect that specialness here in
our city [even] as other things
are happening elsewhere.

Mr. Mayor, I want to thank
you for your time.

Thank you!

DANIEL MARGOLIS is editor of
Jewish Rhode Island.
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Rosh Hashana on Shabbat: Rest is an

essential part of creativity

RABBI SARAH MACK

NATURE RESTS through its
own sabbaticals. Consider
how trees go dormant in
the winter, a process neces-
sary for fruit-bearing in the
spring. If dormancy
is prevented, the
species will even-
tually die. This
biological model %
of imposed fal-
lowness occurs

to nourish and
replenish. It is one
deeply suggestive
of our own necessity

to find some kind of rest

to cultivate our inner lives.

From Archimedes’
“Eureka” in the bath to New-
ton’s apple, history is filled
with brilliance conceived in
a moment of pause. Think of
how many good ideas come
to us in the shower. Perhaps
that is because it can be the
only quiet time we find in a
day filled with notifications
and obligations.

Shabbat is so much more
than a day off. It is a system
of meaning. It gives us a way
to make sense of our striv-
ings. On Rosh Hashanah,
we celebrate the creation of
the world. We pause on our
entrance to this new year,
reflect and look at what we
have created in the past year.
We examine our mistakes
and plan adjustments for the

10R4

year to come. We learn that
pausing is productive. Our
tradition teaches emphati-
cally and unequivocally that
rest is part of the creation
story. On the seventh day
God rests and contemplates
creation. Rest is an
,9 essential part of
our own creativ-
ity as we build
the world as we
hope it can be.
Shabbat is not
about what we
cannot do. It is

about mak-
RABBI ing what we
SARAH MACK can do count.

Prohibitions

are the least of it. Shabbat is
about finding tranquility and
calmness.

Even the technology that
hinders our rest teaches us
about this pause. What do we
do when our devices are not
working as they should? The
first troubleshooting advice
is always ... turn it off and
unplug it. Shabbat is that
reset of our own glitches.

The idea of the sabbath
is collective. In the Jewish
tradition, Shabbat is not to
be made alone if we can help
it; it is the connections to
friends, family and commu-
nity that set this day apart
as holy. Sociologist Emile
Durkheim coined the phrase
“collective effervescence.”

It is his way to describe the

joy and connectivity people
feel when they come together
in a group around a shared
purpose. Our ancient rabbis
discovered this concept cen-
turies before and they called
it oneg. Oneg is more than the
babka and cookies we share
after services. It describes the
specific joy in being together
on a day when we have no
other place we need to rush
off to be.

It is within this sacred con-
struct that we find the space
to be our best selves. Shabbat
is a day to reclaim our own
humanity so that we may
fully see that of others.

We live in a culture that
pushes us to calendar ever
more activities into our
busy lives. When we hold up
action and accomplishment
as the only goal, we lose out
on knowing one another and
the delight in simple quiet
moments.

We struggle to put down
our phones, to not react to
social media, return emails,
answer texts. Shabbat
reminds us to stop being
control freaks. To step away
from our work and let it be.
As one scholar teaches, “God
rested on the seventh day.
God didn’t show up to do
more. God absented God’s self
from the office. God did not
come and check on creation
in anxiety to make sure it
was all working.” Shabbat

brings with it humility
in its reminders that
what we do is not that
important after all.
Who we are and how
we treat one another
counts more. Few of
us do such important
work that we can’t
pause for a day.

For pausing is
where we reclaim our Greater Rhode Island
humanity. Without
it, we run the risk of Sep. 4 6:56pm
doing real harm to our .
neshama, our souls. We Sep. 1 6.44pm
can make Shabbat by Erev Shavuot
allowing ourselves to .
let go of our schedules Sep. 12 7.42pm
for one day and instead Sep.18  6:32pm
allowing ourselves .
quietude and dor- Sep. 20 6.26pm Erev
mancy, to regenerate Yom Kippur
and continue. A time Sep. 25 6:18pm
to stop purchasing
and producing, and to Sep.26  /17pm
embrace being. .

Read any opinion Oct. 2 6.06p.ml Erev
page in the newspaper Shemini Atzeret
of your choice and you

Candle lighting times
September 2026

will see article after

article about burnout

and loneliness. The struggle

is real. Shabbat is an ancient

remedy for modern problems.

One wise teacher writes that

“Sabbath is not simply the

pause that refreshes. It is the

pause that transforms.”
Shabbat exists to teach

us how we can be our best

selves and in so doing build

the world as we dream it can

be. This Rosh Hashanah, we
begin with Shabbat. Let us
find menucha, a true repose
of body and spirit. Let us find
oneg, communal joy; and let it
transform us and the world in
this new year.

SARAH MACK is the senior
rabbi at Temple Beth-El in
Providence.

Interview with Rep. David Morales continued

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

I’'m proud Rhode Island
is one of only nine states to
guarantee healthcare cov-
erage to every child, regard-
less of immigration status.
That’s an initiative I led
on during my second year,
Cover All Kids. I worked with
legislators from across the
state, from different political
backgrounds, different party
affiliations. We came together
because we recognized that
healthcare coverage for
every child was progress in
public health and keeping all
kids healthy. It required me
to work with bureaucratic
agencies like the Department
of Human Services and the
Executive Office of Health
and Human Services. It was
a wonderful experience to
work with them to make sure
the law would guarantee the
coverage kids deserve, while
also ensuring we’d be ready
to work with families to get

them enrolled.

When I first introduced
the bill, a colleague said it
would to take 10 years before
something like this ever
happened. We made it happen
in two. That we have 1,000-
plus children who are now
enrolled in this Medicaid
program who wouldn’t have
been eligible a few years ago
is an accomplishment I look
back at, knowing we made a
difference.

Something you would have
done differently?

I was very skeptical of
house leadership when I
first entered the chamber. I
was one of a few representa-
tives who voted against the
house speaker his first term,
because for the longest time
the status quo did not deliver.
Over time, I saw that levels of
collaboration make a differ-
ence in the State House.

I went in with my guard

up, feeling concerned about
whether we were going to
deliver for working people

or whether we were serving
campaign donors and cor-
porate interests. I saw that

a lot of legislators actually
focused on delivering for
working people. My first year
in the legislature, we passed
the Climate Act, which had
opposition from larger cor-
porate entities. We passed a
minimum wage increase and
established safe staffing stan-
dards for nursing homes. Ini-
tially, my approach was more
reserved than I would like it
to be looking back at it. In my
second year, I became more
comfortable and had more of
a collaborative nature with
my colleagues.

Being 22 years old [then]
and the youngest Latino to
serve in the legislature, I
give myself a little grace.
Still, I might have pushed
myself more to develop those

relationships during that first
year.

What would you like the
Jewish community to know
about you?

As mayor, my door at City
Hall will always be open.
It will be open to all our
neighbors across Providence.
I especially want Jewish
neighbors to know that I
will be ready to act when it
comes to any form of bigotry,
including antisemitism, if

it ever makes its way into
our city. I'm committed to
making sure that all feel safe
and welcome in Providence
to practice their faith openly,
that they’re going to have a
city that supports them.

Thank you for your time,
Rep. Morales.

Thank you!

DANIEL MARGOLIS is editor of
Jewish Rhode Island.

Business and Real Estate Litigation

William M. Kolb, Esq.

ATTORNEY AT LAW

(401) 714-0622 | bill@kolblaw.com

www.kolblaw.com
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Ongoing

Kosher Senior Café and
Programming. 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday - Thursday* at the
Bonnie & Donald Dwares JCC,
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence;
Fridays* at Temple Sinai, 30
Hagen Ave., Cranston. In-person
(and usually on Zoom Tuesday
~Thursday) programming 11
a.m.-noon followed by lunch and
discussion noon-1 p.m. *On Friday,
9/4, a “Senior Prom: Hawaiian
Style” will be held at the Dwares
JCC; see separate listing below
for more information. No café

on Labor Day (9/7), Erev Rosh
Hashanah (9/11) or Yom Kippur
(9/21). On Wednesday, 9/9, the
café will meet in Lippitt Memorial
Park at 1015 Hope St. (where
Blackstone Boulevard meets Hope
St.) for a picnic. On Wednesdays,
programming is chair yoga. For
seniors aged 60 and older as well

Pray for Peace

May it be Your will, G-d of our ancestors, that You grant my family and all Israel a good
and long life. Remember us with blessings and kindness. Fill our homes with your
Divine Presence. Give me the opportunity to raise my children and grandchildren to

be truly wise, lovers of G-d, people of truth, who illuminate the world with Torah, good
deeds and the work of the Creator. Please hear my prayer at this time. Regard me as

a worthy descendent of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, our mothers, and let my
candles burn and never be extinguished. Let the light of your face shine upon us, and
bring true peace to Israel and the world.

as younger adults with a disability;
all faiths and backgrounds are
welcome. Suggested donation:

$3 per lunch. The Kosher Senior
Café is a program of Jewish
Collaborative Services and is
generously supported by the
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rl and
Blackstone Health. Information and
RSVP, Neal at neal@jcsri.org or
401-421-4111.

Mahjong at Temple Torat Yisrael.
Tuesdays 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 1251 Middle
Road, East Greenwich. Drop in and
play Mahjong with us. Beginners
and experienced players welcome.
Free. Information, Michelle Birman
at michelle@toratyisrael.org or
401-885-6600.

Fall Hebrew Classes. Tuesdays
thru 11/10. Introduction to
Prayerbook Hebrew 5-6 p.m.
Other levels 5:30-6:30 p.m. Temple

Emanu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Providence.

Classes offered: Introduction to
Prayerbook Hebrew, Beginners,
Advanced Beginners for Spoken
Hebrew, Intermediate and
Advanced. Offered jointly with the
Jewish Alliance of Greater RI. No

class dates: 9/29, 11/3. Information,

Toby Liebowitz at tobyaane@gmail.
com.

Temple Torat Yisrael Virtual
Minyan. Tuesdays 5:30 p.m.
Via Zoom. Information, temple@
toratyisrael.org.

Crafternoon Diamond Painting.
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon.
9/16-9/30. Bonnie & Donald
Dwares JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave.,
Providence. Diamond painting is
a simple, relaxing hobby that's
easy to enjoy no matter your
experience level. By placing

tiny resin drills onto a printed
canvas, you'll gradually create a
beautiful, finished picture. Cost for

KO-DESH

Shabbos
CAUTION FOR FRIDAYS:

after sunset.

BLESSINGS FOR SHABBOS

AP IR VIS DR T
DY NP THIYBI VYR m
P AW Y
BO-RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOI E-LO-HEI-NU ME-LECH
HO-OLOM A-SHER KI-DE-SHA-NU BE-MITZ-VO-SOV
VI-TZI-VO-NU LE-HAD-LIK-NER SHEL SHA-BOS

Blessed are You, G-d our Lord, King of the universe,
who has hallowed us through His commandments,
and has commanded us to kindle the lights of the holy

DO NOT light candles after sunset so as not to
desecrate the Shabbos. It is forbidden to light candles

BLESSINGS FOR HOLIDAYS

Select the proper ending for the appropriate Yom Tov:

BORUCH ATO ADO-NOY ELO-HAY-NU MELECH
HO-OLOM A-SHER KID-SHONU B’MITZ-VO-SOV
V-TZI-VONU L'HAD-LIK NER SHEL

(on Friday add — SHA-BOS V-SHEL)

Pesach, Shavuot and Succot - Yom Tov

Rosh Hashanah - Yom-Ha-zi-Koron

Yom Kippur - Yom Ha-Kippurim

Add this blessing following each of the above
blessings except for the last holidays of Pesach.

BORUCH ATO ADO-NOY ELO-HAY-NU MELECH
HO-OLOM SHE-HEH-CHE-YONU V’KEE-MONU V’HEE-

GEE-ONU LEEZ-MAN HA-ZEH
Special instructions for holidays (but not on Shabbat).

Come to a “FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE”
Shabbat Dinner at the Chabad House
Jewish Hospitality Center
360-362 Hope St. Providence, Rl 02906
Call: 273-7238

It is forbidden to create a new fire by striking a match,

lighter, etc., However, it is permissable to use a flame
already burning since before the inception of the
holiday, such as a pilot light, gas or candle flame.

Candle lighting time for the second night
of the Holiday is usually about one hour after
the candle lighting time of the previous night.

5786-5787 (2026-2027) Candle Lighting Schedule | Courtesy of Chabad of Rhode Island

Times listed are for Providence, Rhode Island. Other areas around the region may vary by a few minutes.

Sept. 2026 October November December January  February
4 6:56 2 6:06 Erev 1 Daylight 4 3:55 Light Chanukah 1 4:06 5 4:46
11 6:44 Erev Rosh Hashanah Shemini Atzeret Saving candles before 8 413 12 4:55
12 7:42 3 T7:05 Erev Time ends Shabbat candles 15 4:20 19 5:04
18 6:32 Simchat Torah 6 414 11 3:55 Light Chanukah 22 4:29 26 5:12
20 6:26 Erev Yom Kippur 9 5:54 13 4:.07 candles before 29 4:37
25 6:18 Erev Sukkot 16 5:43 20 4:01 Shabbat candles
26 7:17 23 5:32 27 3:58 18 3:57
305:23 25 4:01

March April May June July August September 2027
5 521 2 6:52 23715 7 7:30 4 T7:56 2 8:04 6 7:38 3 6:56
12 5:29 9 7.00 27 7:20 Erev 14 7:38 10 8:00 Erev 9 802 13 7:29 10 6:44
14 Daylight 16 7:07 Seventh day = 21 7:44 Shavuot 16 7:58 20718 17 6:32

Saving 21 7:13 Erev Passover 28 7:51 11 8:00 23 7:53 27 7:.08 24 6:20

Time starts Passover 28 8:27 18 8:03 307:46
19 6:37 22 8:19 307:23 25 8:04
26 6:44

Please do not deface or discard this paper, for G-d’s name is on.

three meetups: $15. Information,
Samantha Kaufman at skaufman@
jewishallianceri.org.

Delve Deeper: The World Behind
the Bible. Wednesdays 7-9 p.m.
9/30-12/9. This virtual course

led by Mark Leuchter, Professor

of Hebrew Bible and Ancient
Judaism at Temple University in
Philadelphia, will look at the way
the Hebrew Bible came together
across centuries of ideas and
experiences from the social groups
behind the texts. No class dates:
11/25. Cost: $250 (for scholarship
information, email larrykatz1221@
gmail.com). Information or to enroll,
www.delvedeeper.org.

Cape Cod Synagogue Family
Shabbat Services and Dinner.
Second Friday of the month 5:30
p.m. 145 Winter St., Hyannis,
Mass. In-person and livestreamed
services on website, Facebook,
Cape Media, YouTube and
Community Television Comcast
channel 99. Followed by Community
Shabbat Dinner. Information, 508-
775-2988 or capecodsynagogue.
org.

United Brothers Synagogue
Shabbat Services. 7 p.m. 205 High
St., Bristol. Shabbat services first
Friday evening of every month.
Information, Bradford Louison at
bradlouison@gmail.com or 617-512-
1978.

Cape Cod Synagogue Shabbat
Services. Fridays 7 p.m. 145
Winter St., Hyannis, Mass. With
Rabbi David Freelund. In-person
and livestreamed on website,
Facebook, Cape Media, YouTube
and Community Television Comcast
channel 99. Information, 508-775-
2988 or capecodsynagogue.org.

Temple Beth-El Torah Study. Most
Saturdays 9-10:30 a.m. 70 Orchard
Ave., Providence. Join us in the
library. Information, Jude Weinstein
at jweinstein@temple-beth-el.org or
401-331-6070.

Temple Sinai Breakfast and
Torah Study. Saturdays 9:15-11
a.m. 30 Hagen Ave., Cranston.
Breakfast followed by weekly Torah
study (also on Zoom) at 10 a.m.
(Cancelled on Rosh Hashanah.)
Information, Templesinairi.org,
admin@templesinairi.org or 401-
942-8350.

Temple Habonim Torah Study.
Some Saturdays 10-11 a.m.

When Shabbat morning services
are not scheduled, Torah Study
(currently online) is usually held.
Information, Adina Davies at office@
templehabonim.org or 401-245-
6536.

Cape Cod Synagogue Shabbat
Services. Saturdays 10:30 a.m.
145 Winter St., Hyannis, Mass. With
Rabbi David Freelund. In-person

and livestreamed on website,
Facebook and YouTube. Information,
Cape Cod Synagogue at 508-775-
2988 or capecodsynagogue.org.

Temple Sinai Morning Service.
Most Saturdays 11 a.m.-noon. 30
Hagen Ave., Cranston. Join us
either in the Chapel or on Zoom.
Information, Templesinairi.org,
admin@templesinairi.org or 401-
942-8350.

Friday | September 4

Senior Prom: Hawaiian Style.

11 a.m.-1 p.m. Bonnie & Donald
Dwares JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave.,
Providence. Tropical celebration
for our senior community featuring
lively music, delicious food and a
fun and welcoming atmosphere.
Cost: Free, but donations greatly
appreciated. Information and RSVP
(by 8/28), Neal Drobnis or Dorothy
Richardson at 401-421-4111.

Temple Sinai Bar’chu and BBQ.
9:30-7:30 p.m. 30 Hagen Ave.,
Cranston. Come for the service and
stay for the barbecue that begins

at 6 p.m. Cost: $18 per adult, $10
for children under 12. Information,
Templesinairi.org, admin@
templesinairi.org or 401-942-8350.

Temple Emanu-El BBQ, Fair and
Kabbalat Shabbat Services.
9:30-9 p.m. 99 Taft Ave.,
Providence. Join Temple Emanu-
El's Brotherhood for a BBQ hefore
Shabbat evening services. Temple
Emanu-El will also be hosting an
affinity group fair so people can
see all we have to offer. Stay for
Kabbalat Shabbat Services and
dessert. Information, Shoshana
Jacob at shosh@teprov.org or 401-
331-1616.

Saturday | September 5

Temple Emanu-El Musical
Program and Slichot Services.
7-11 p.m. 99 Taft Ave., Providence.
Musical program with Shelly Katsh
followed by services. Information,
Shoshana Jacob at shosh@teprov.
org or 401-331-1616.

Monday | September 14

Jewish Side of Things Pop Up:
Israeli Honey Tasting. 10-11 a.m.
and 3:45-5:15 p.m. Bonnie & Donald
Dwares JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave.,
Providence. Join us in the Lower
Lobby for an Israeli honey tasting
to celebrate Rosh Hashanah. Free.
Information, Dori Adler at dadler@
jewishallianceri.org or 401-421-
41,

Tuesday | September 15

Sandra Bornstein Holocaust
Education Center: "Dominican
Haven: The Jewish Refugee
Settlement in Sosua, 1940-
1945." 6-7 p.m. Bonnie & Donald
Dwares JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave.,
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Providence. During WWII, the
Dominican Republic became the
only country in the Americas to
officially welcome large numbers
of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi
persecution. With Marion Kaplan,
a leading historian of German
Jewry and the Holocaust. Free.
Information, info@hercri.org or
401-453-7860.

Temple Habonim presents
“Reunion.” 6:30-9 p.m. Avon
Cinema, 260 Thayer St.,
Providence. This New England
premiere screening is in memory
of Holocaust Survivor Ruth
Oppenheim. The film follows the
friendship of two teenage boys

in 1930s Germany as the rise of
Nazism and antisemitism begins to
divide them. Q&A follows screening.
Tickets: $25. Information, Adina
Davies at office@templehabonim.
org or 401-245-6536.

Friday | September 18

Temple Sinai Soothing and
Healing Shabbat. 6-7 p.m. Temple
Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., Cranston.
Join us in the Sanctuary as Shelley
Katch and Cathy Clasper-Torch lead
this special service. Information,
Templesinairi.org, admin@
templesinairi.org or 401-942-8350.

Wednesday | September 23

Temple Sinai Putting up the
Sukkah. 5-6 p.m. Temple Sinai, 30
Hagen Ave., Cranston. Come and
enjoy this time with your friends
as you help erect the sukkah.
Information, Templesinairi.org,
admin@templesinairi.org or 401-
942-8350.

Thursday | September 24

Sandra Bornstein Holocaust
Education Center "The Art

of Listening: Engaging with
Holocaust Survivor Testimony."
6-7:15 p.m. Bonnie & Donald
Dwares JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave.,
Providence. Through excerpts
from Holocaust survivor testimony
and discussion, participants will
explore how empathetic listening
can deepen understanding of
memory, storytelling and the
human experience. Offered jointly
with the Fortunoff Video Archive
for Holocaust Testimonies at Yale
University. Free. Information, info@
hercri.org or 401-453-7860.

Friday | September 25

Temple Sinai Pizza in the Hut.
6:45-7:45 p.m. 30 Hagen Ave.,
Cranston. Join your friends for a
convivial evening of chatter and

pizza. Information, Templesinairi.
org, admin@templesinairi.org or
401-942-8350.

Sunday | September 27

The Miriam Hospital Women's
Association presents "Behind
the Badge, On the Stage." 5-9
p.m. The Met, Hope Artiste Village,
1005 Main St., Pawtucket. Join us
for an evening of fun and music
showcasing the talents of The
Miriam's employees who are also
musicians. Full bar. Proceeds go to
TMHWA. Suggested donation: $20.
Information, TMHWA@brownhealth.
org.

Wednesday | September 30

RICI “A Night to Honor Israel.”
7-9 p.m. Praise Tabernacle
Church, 330 Park Ave., Cranston.
Hear from Sandra Hagee Parker,
Chairwoman of the Christians
United for Israel (CUFI) Action Fund
and daughter of CUFI's founder,
Pastor John Hagee. This building
was the original location of Torat
Yisrael. All religious symbols will
be removed from the reception
room and assembly hall. Free.
Information, Maria Friedman at
maria@ricoalitionforisrael.org.

Bristol Community College
Main Campus

777 Elsbree St.
Fall River, MA

Margaret L. Jackson
Arts Center

Presented by:

BRISTOL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
HOLOCAUST & GENOCIDE CENTER

Narratives of Survival:
A Literacy Conference

A JEWISH GIRL, A BRITISH DOCTOR, AND
THE LIBERATION OF BERGEN-BELSEN

ALL THE
HORRORS

Thursday | October 1

Sushi in the Sukkah. 6-8 p.m.
Bonnie & Donald Dwares JCC, 401
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. Join

us for a hands-on sushi-making
experience where you'll learn the
basics of crafting delicious sushi
rolls from start to finish as you build
new skills, enjoy great food and
celebrate the season. Cost: Alliance
Members $40 | Non-Members
$50. Pre-registration required.
Information, Samantha Kaufman at
skaufman@jewishallianceri.org.

Friday | October 2

Temple Beth-El Shabbat B'Yachad
& Simcha Torah/Consecration
Festival Service. 5:45-7:15 p.m.

70 Orchard Ave., Providence. In
the Sanctuary. RSVP required.
Information, jude Weinstein at
jweinstein@temple-beth-el.org or
401-331-6070.

Monday | October 5

Jewish Side of Things Pop Up:
Who Knew It Was Jewish?
10:30-11:30 a.m. and 3:45-5:15 p.m.
Bonnie & Donald Dwares JCC,

401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence.
Join us in the Lower Lobby and

try some samples of food from
Jewish-owned businesses. Free.

Information, Dori Adler at dadler@
jewishallianceri.org or 401-421-
4111.

Sandra Bornstein Holocaust
Education Center Leadership
Institute for Teens. 6-8 p.m.
Bonnie & Donald Dwares JCC,
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence.
First session of a year-long
journey in leadership, learning and
community. Students in grades
9-12 will engage with Holocaust
survivors, descendants, scholars
and community leaders while
developing practical leadership,
communication and critical thinking
skills. Free. Information, info@
hercri.org, or 401-453-7860.

Tuesday | October 6

October 7 Remembrance Event.
7-9:15 p.m. Temple Sinai, 30

Hagen Ave., Cranston. Join the RI
Coalition for Israel (RICI), Temple
Sinai and a representative from the
Consulate General of Israel to New
England for a screening of "October
Shadows: An Exploration of
Trauma and Healing After October
7" followed by discussion. RSVP
(required) on RICI's website. Free;
donations encouraged. Information,
Maria Friedman at maria@
ricoalitionforisrael.org.

Wednesday,

October 7th

9:00 AM -

2:00 PM

Send Down the
Master in Person:
Reflections on Adolf Eichnann

In collaboration with:

BRISTOL BRISTOL

IRTMENT
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Bonjour, Mes Amis

BY GEORGE M. GOODWIN

s children, my parents studied Latin and
French but never developed much skill. I too
studied various foreign languages but became

BOTH MY PATERNAL grand-
parents, having been born
in Eastern Europe, were
native Yiddish speakers.
They seldom spoke it in
their children’s or grand-
children’s presence.

My maternal
grandparents
enjoyed a
considerable "’
exposure to
German. My
grandfather’s
paternal
and maternal
grandparents
emigrated from
Germany to Cin-
cinnati before the Civil
War. The German-born
parents of my grandmother
also found their way to
the “Queen City,” which

(Cy g
2 4 5

successful with only one. It was not Hebrew!

sounded a lot better than

its other nickname, “Porko-

polis.” Both my maternal

grandparents studied

German in school, and my

grandmother also studied
French.

Neither mater-
nal grandparent
ever learned

a word of Yid-
dish (or ever
ate a bagel!).
Their educa-

tion within
the Reform

—_— movement did
GEORGE M. not require

GOODWIN  them tolearn
more than

a few words of Hebrew.

Nevertheless, they were

deeply respectful of Jewish

worship and active in their

Wishing You a
Healthy, Happy

congregation, country club,
and Jewish charitable orga-
nizations.

My maternal grand-
mother’s father became a
trustee of Hebrew Union
College, the Reform semi-
nary, which was founded
in Cincinnati in 1875. My
maternal grandfather’s sis-
ter married a Reform rabbi,
a native of San Francisco,
who studied at HUC. They
eventually settled in Los
Angeles.

As children, my siblings
and I were barely aware of
the significant linguistic,
religious and cultural dif-
ferences that differentiated
our two sets of grandpar-
ents. Fortunately, all four
became our beloved and
trusted mentors.

In L.A., our family lived
about 50 minutes from
our Reform congregation,
Wilshire Boulevard Temple,
where my great-uncle was
senior rabbi for nearly 60
years. Beginning in kin-
dergarten and continuing
through confirmation, we

kids rode a yellow school
bus to and from religious
school. My twin, Theo, and
I were tutored in Hebrew at
home.

Unfortunately, our Israe-
li-born tutor was a bully.
Although we did not always
prepare diligently for our
weekly lessons, Amos never
rewarded us for doing bet-
ter. Theo and I often cried,
and occasionally threw
books at him. Our parents
blamed us, and Amos
remained our tutor for
three years. The summer-
Theo and I turned twelve
we were required to stay
home and not go to camp to
prepare for our early Sep-
tember rite of passage.

Somehow, we did well
enough. Even if we didn’t
particularly enjoy the
service, which brought so
many of our relatives and
friends together, we felt
rewarded by the luncheon
that followed. With some
of our junior-high friends
(including some gentiles),
we happily gave a concert

Touro Fraternal Association

5787

45 ROLFE SQUARE, CRANSTON, Rl + 401.785.0066 + WWW.TOUROFRATERNAL.ORG

on our woodwind and brass
instruments.

In junior high school, our
parents encouraged us to
pursue a modern language.
French was considered
far more debonair than
Spanish.

I was amazed to discover
in eighth grade that my

“student-teacher” of French,
who attended UCLA, was

a Jew. At the end of the
year, she arranged a dinner
for our class at a French
restaurant, so we could
display our skills. It turned
out, however, that most of
its servers spoke Spanish.

After Theo and I com-
pleted our junior year of
high school we went on
family vacation to Europe.
When we stopped in Paris
to use our French, our
sister Betty, who began
studying French in kinder-
garten, was by far the most
polished speaker.

In college, Theo majored
in French and spent his
senior year in Paris. He

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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went on to master Spanish,
and in recent years has
served for brief periods as a
volunteer teacher of English
in Guatemala.

As an art history major in
college, I was encouraged to
study Italian. I spent a mar-
velous portion of my junior
year studying in Florence
and traveling from Venice
to Palermo.

My wife, Betsey, also
studied French in school
and she probably speaks
it better than I do. Once
she explained why a guy
couldn’t understand me: He
was Russian!

As a graduate student in
art history, I had to pass
reading exams in French
and German. Then I flirted
with Spanish.

A linguist I never became,
however! But our children,
who studied abroad, became
accomplished. Molly did
well in France, and Michael
did even better in Spain and
Greece. Having worked and
traveled in numerous coun-
tries, he also learned some
French, Brazilian Portu-

So why couldn’t my
childhood exposure to
Hebrew have been more
gratifying? Perhaps it
was the same reason why
my paternal grandfather,

“Mike,” rebelled against his
religious upbringing. The
instruction felt punishing!

So that Molly and Michael
would have far more
rewarding experiences,
Betsey and I sent our kids
to the former Alperin
Schechter Day School, in
Providence, where they
mastered basic Hebrew
and became amazingly
well prepared for their
b’nai mitzvot. They also
completed confirmation and
post-confirmation studies at
our congregation, Beth-El.

Can the study of foreign
languages be fun and an
engaging experience for
young people? I'll ask our
seven-year-old granddaugh-
ter Chloe, who’s begun
learning Spanish and
Chinese.

Oy vey!

GEORGE M. GOODWIN, of Provi-
dence, is the editor of Rhode
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The language of home:

How Yiddish connected Holocaust
survivors and their children

LAURA AUKETAYEVA, PH.D.

rancine (Fruma)

Denerstein did not

expect to make one of
her closest friends through a
virtual book club.

DURING THE COVID-19
pandemic, Temple Emanu-
El’s weekly discussions
introduced her to Irving
Weinreich. Although they
had never met in person,
they soon discovered

they shared something
increasingly rare: the
ability to speak Yiddish.

What began as conversa-
tions after book club grew
into regular phone calls
lasting anywhere from 10
minutes to half an hour.
They spoke about family
and found comfort in a lan-
guage that connected them
to the people they loved
most.

For nearly two years,
those conversations became
part of the rhythm of their
lives.

After her father, Holo-
caust survivor Meyer Spitz-
man, passed away, she real-
ized she missed more than
speaking Yiddish. Talking
with Irving reminded her
of speaking with her father.
His phone calls filled a
space she had not realized
was still empty after losing
her parents. Yiddish had
become more than a shared

language. It had become
what she later described as
a safe landing place, where
two children of Holocaust
survivors could remember,
laugh, grieve and keep their

family stories alive together.

Francine’s own story
began in the Bergen-Belsen
Displaced Persons Camp,
where she was born to Holo-
caust survivors rebuilding
their lives after liberation.

Her father was born in
June 1916 in Niwka, near
Sosnowiec, Poland. When
Germany invaded Poland
in 1939, he served in the
Polish Army before being
captured as a prisoner of
war. He escaped, was recap-
tured, forced into labor
and eventually deported
to Bergen-Belsen. After
liberation, he met Rachel
Turgel, another survivor.
They married in 1947 and,
like so many survivors,
began rebuilding their lives
together.

Sponsored by the Berry
family, Meyer and Rachel
immigrated to Rhode Island
in December 1949. Meyer
became a respected furni-
ture maker and carpenter,
while Rachel worked at
Brier’s Jewelry Factory.
Together they built a home
where Yiddish was the lan-
guage of everyday life. As a
child, Francine sometimes
wished her parents would
speak English instead. Like
many children of immi-
grants, she wanted to fit in.
Only after both of her par-

ents were gone did
she fully understand
what those conversa-
tions had given her.

She did not simply
miss speaking Yid-
dish.

She missed
hearing home. That
longing made her
friendship with
Irving so meaning-
ful. Born in Danzig
to Victor and Han-
nah (Pollak) Weinre-
ich, Irving also grew
up in a family whose
life had been shaped
by the Holocaust.
His family settled in
Rhode Island, where
his father founded
Victor Appliance
Distributor Co.
Irving graduated
from Hope High
School and Bryant College,
served in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War and
spent more than 65 years
helping lead the family
business. A devoted mem-
ber of Temple Emanu-El,
he attended daily minyan
and helped organize the
congregation’s annual Yom
HaShoah commemoration
for many years.

For Irving, speaking
Yiddish reopened a part of
his life he rarely revisited
after losing his parents.
His mother spoke Yiddish
with a German dialect,
while his father, who came
from Poland, insisted on
speaking English after

Audrey Weinreich and Francine Denerstein
on July 30, 2026

immigrating to the United
States. Like many survivors
and refugees, his parents
worked tirelessly to build
a new life, attending night
school to learn English.
Irving often spoke to
Francine about his mother.
Before the Holocaust, she
worked as a social worker
in Germany. To escape
Nazi persecution, however,
she was forced to make an
unimaginable sacrifice: She
terminated a pregnancy so
the family could leave Ger-
many. After arriving in the
United States, she was never
able to return to her profes-
sion. Like so many refugees,
she rebuilt her life from the
beginning while carrying

PHOTO | GLENN OSMUNDSON

the weight of everything she
lost.

Those sacrifices left
a lasting impression on
Irving. He also spoke about
his father, Victor, a skilled
shirtmaker who was forced
to sew shirts for the Nazis
during the Holocaust.
Irving believed that Victor’s
skill may even have helped
save the family during one
raid. He also shared the
devastating losses both of
his parents endured. Many
relatives were murdered in
the Holocaust, while some
who survived carried the
trauma with them for the
rest of their lives. One fam-
ily member, after surviving

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Auschwitz, sometimes hid
under his bed, convinced the
Nazis would return.

Francine immediately rec-
ognized those experiences.
Her family’s path through
the Holocaust was different,
but she understood what
it meant to grow up sur-
rounded by grief that never
truly disappeared. Irving
and Francine did not need to
explain why certain memo-
ries lingered, why a Yiddish
phrase could suddenly evoke
a parent or grandparent,
or why preserving family
stories mattered so
deeply. They simply
understood.

Francine joked
that on FaceTime she
could only see half
of Irving’s face, but
that hardly mattered.
Even as Irving’s
health declined, the
friendship remained a
constant.

He continued par-
ticipating in Temple Ema-
nu-El’s virtual book club
from his hospital bed, deter-
mined to remain connected
to the community he loved.
He also continued speaking

with Francine.

From the next room,
Irving’s wife, Ruthie, often
heard Yiddish drifting
through the house. Although
she and Francine never
met, she came to know her
through those conversations
and understood how much
the friendship meant to her
husband.

After Irving died, it was
Ruthie who called Francine.

Months later, Irving’s
daughter, Audrey, attended
Temple Emanu-El’s
annual Yom HaShoah
commemoration, continuing

“Irving and Francine

did not need to explain
why...a Yiddish phrase
could suddenly evoke a
parent or grandparent.”

a tradition that had meant
so much to her father.

For years, Irving helped
organize the congregation’s
observance of Holocaust
Remembrance Day, and
now Audrey was carrying

forward the responsibility to
remember.

After the program ended, a
woman approached her.

“I'm Fran.”

Audrey imme-
diately knew who
she was.

Although they
were meeting
for the first time,
Francine had
long been part
of her family’s :
life. Audrey '
heard about the B
regular phone
calls and the
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Fran and Audrey reflected

on the painful irony that,
had the Holocaust never
happened, she and Francine
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conversations in
Yiddish that had
become such an
important part of
her father’s final
years. What should have
been an introduction instead
felt like a reunion.

The two women embraced.

Their friendship has con-
tinued ever since.

A few years ago, Audrey
attended an art festival in
Newton where one of the
vendors was selling note-
cards printed with Yiddish
phrases. For a brief moment,
she felt unexpectedly close
to her father. The language
immediately brought him

Irving Weinreich’s ID

likely would never have met.
Yet out of that history grew
an unexpected friendship
that has forever connected
two Rhode Island families.
Both Audrey and Francine
think that had they met
years earlier, Meyer Spitz-
man and Irving Weinreich
would have been friends.
Every Holocaust story is
important because every
family experienced it differ-
ently. Some survived camps,
others survived in hiding
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or in exile and still others
rebuilt their lives in new
countries. Together, those
individual stories form the
larger history of the Holo-
caust. As the gener-
ation of Holocaust
survivors grows
smaller, remem-
brance increasingly
rests with the next
generations.

The friendship
between Francine
and Audrey is a
reminder that even
after unimaginable
loss, family histories
continue to create
new connections,
strengthen commu-
nities and inspire
others to discover
and preserve the stories of
their own families. Some-
times all it takes is a conver-
sation to discover that our
stories are intertwined.

Perhaps that is why this
story feels so profoundly
Rhode Island.

LAURA AUKETAYEVA, Ph.D. is
the director of education
and programs at the Sandra
Bornstein Holocaust Educa-
tion Center.
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Seen in Rhode Island:
Jewish license plates
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Joe Ruby, who co-created “Scooby-Doo,”

PHOTOS | GEORGE

was Jewish. The show often featured GOODWIN
Jewish lore, and the comic based on the
series even featured a golem in Issue 3.

SIMCHAS

Gloria Golden
celebrates 100
years

Gloria Golden celebrates 100  PHOTO | KAREN
years at her Aug. birthday BORGER
party in Cranston.

CRANSTON, R.l. — Gloria Golden, a lifelong
Rhode Island resident and member of the
local Jewish community, turned 100 in
August. Her little sister Phyllis Potash is
94. Still vibrant, Gloria just won a scrab-
ble competition of over 100 people.
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As we gather to welcome a new year, we pause with
\ e _ . gratitude for the kindness, generosity, and shared
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My year in Israel

COURTESY OF SIMCHA ABRAHIM

SIMCHA ABRAHIM climbing a palm tree

in Eilat. Abrahim, who was a recipient
of the Jewish Alliance’s Israel Travel
Grant and Scholarship, says, “My year
in Israel was a year filled with learning
Torah, making friendships, getting to
know my Israeli relatives and making
connections with Rebbeim. I enjoyed my
year very much, and I am going back for
Shana Bet.”

From all of us at the Jewish Alliance

v
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N " commitment that make our community so strong.
) e hat mak y g
\ ; May Rosh Hashanah bring health, happiness, peace,

and renewed hope to you and your loved ones.

Steven A. Baker
President & CEO
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Strong memories, sweet traditions

BY JODI GREENBERG

ome of our strongest memories are connected
to food. Not necessarily because the food was
elaborate or the restaurant extraordinary, but

because of where we were, who we were with and how
the experience made us feel.

| CAN STILL taste perfectly
fried slivers of artichoke
in Barcelona and butternut
squash ravioli with crispy
sage in Tuscany, the kind
of dishes you’re convinced
could never be recreated
anywhere else, though
you're tempted to try. But
some of my most meaningful
food memories have hap-
pened much closer to home:
touring an apiary with my
mom to learn how honey is
made, picking apples with
family or arriving at a
friend’s house with some-
thing homemade to share.

Irecently read that
tradition is how we keep
past experiences alive and
moving forward. I love that
idea, particularly when it
comes to food. Traditions
may evolve over time or
stay almost the same — or at
least as much as anything
can after being passed from
one person to another. Food
traditions engage all five
senses: the aroma of some-
thing baking, the taste of a
familiar recipe, the sounds
of people gathered around a
table. They have a remark-
able way of connecting us to
people, places and moments
from our past while creating
new memories for the future.

Rosh Hashanah offers a
natural moment to think
about that connection. We
dip apples in honey as a wish
for a sweet new year. It’s
a simple ritual, but
perhaps that is part
of its beauty. The
sweetness isn’t only in
what we eat; it’s in the
traditions we repeat,
the memories they
evoke and the ways we
choose to share them.
Perhaps it’s a tradition
passed down through
generations, one you
enjoy with friends or
family, or something
you create for yourself
and eventually pass
along for someone else
to enjoy in their own
way.

And in Rhode Island,
fall gives us plenty of
opportunities to take

BMW
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that tradition beyond the
table.

This year, consider
making the gathering of the
apples part of the holiday
experience by spending a
few hours picking them
yourself. Jaswell’s
Farm in Smithfield,
Steere Orchard in
Greenville, Sweet
Berry Farm in Mid-
dletown and Narrow
Lane Orchard in
North Kingstown are
among Rhode Island’s desti-

nations for fall apple picking.

Enjoy a cup of cider or a cin-
namon-sugar cider donut if
the farm offers them. Take a
photograph in the same spot
each year. Invite family or
friends or enjoy it as a solo
adventure. Before long, a
simple afternoon at the
orchard can become part
of your own Rosh Hasha-
nah tradition.

Honey offers another
way to experience the sea-
son. Rhode Island is home
to a wonderful community
of beekeepers and apiaries
producing local honey and
learning how it gets from
hive to jar can bring new
meaning to this familiar
symbol of Rosh Hashanah.
Bee Happy Homestead in
Charlestown offers oppor-
tunities to learn about
bees, beekeeping, honey
production and pollinator
health. You can also find
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local honey at farmers mar-
kets, some apple orchards
and roadside stands such
as Whaley Farm Market off
Route 1 in South Kingstown
— an easy way to bring a
little local sweetness to your
holiday table.

Once you've gathered
your apples and honey, enjoy
them just as they are or use
them as inspiration to try
something new. One idea is a
simple apple-honey granola
filled with the flavors of the
season.

Toss 2 cups of rolled oats
(avoid quick-cooking oats)

“The sweetness isn’t only
in what we eat; it’s in the
traditions we repeat.”

with a handful of pepitas,

a dash of cinnamon and a
pinch of kosher salt. Add 2
tablespoons avocado oil and
1/4 cup local honey, tossing
until everything is lightly
coated. Press the mixture

evenly onto a parchment- or
Silpat-lined baking sheet
and bake at 300°F for about
25 minutes, stirring halfway
through, until lightly golden
and crisp. Let the granola
cool completely before
breaking it apart. Once
cooled, toss with chopped
dried apples, coconut flakes
and dried cranberries.

Serve it with yogurt, fresh
apples and a drizzle of honey
for breakfast, sprinkle it
over baked fruit or simply
eat it by the handful. And
just think how delicious
your home will smell.

Most importantly, make
extra.

Fill a jar, tie on a ribbon
and share it with someone,
a neighbor you know well,
someone you’ve just met, a
friend or family member,
along with a handwritten
wish for a sweet new year.

Because perhaps the best
food memories aren’t really
about food at all. They’re
about the experiences we
have as we pick it, prepare it
and share it, and the tradi-

tions that allow us to keep
those memories moving
forward. Whether shared
around a table, given to a
neighbor or created simply
for ourselves those small
rituals can connect us to the
past while opening the door
to something new, passing
a little sweetness from one
person, and one generation,
to the next.

RESOURCES

Farmers Markets: farmfreshri.
org/programs/farmers-mar-
kets/rimarketguide/

Pick-Your-Own Farms: visitri.
com/state/pick-your-own-
farms/

Baker’s Tip: Fill a 1/4-cup
measuring cup halfway with
avocado oil and pour it into
the mixture. Then use the
same cup to measure the
honey. The thin coating of
oil will help the honey glide
right out without sticking.

JODI GREENBERG is a member
of the board of the Jewish
Alliance of Greater Rhode
Island.
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Rhode Island-

Israel Collaborative
opposes ballot
referendum

THE RHODE Island Israel
Collaborative (RIIC) strongly
opposes the proposed “Human
Rights Divestment Ordinance”
[that will be on the November
ballot in Providence].

The proponents of the ordi-
nance have publicly acknowl-
edged that it is intended to
“bring attention to Palestine”
by using Providence’s invest-
ment policies to advance a
position on an international
political issue. The ordinance
therefore improperly converts
the city’s investment authority
into a platform for political
advocacy, rather than a tool to
protect the financial interests
of Providence residents. The
City of Providence’s responsi-
bility is to govern effectively
by providing essential public
services that directly affect
the daily lives of its residents,
including public health and
safety, education, infrastruc-
ture, community services, eco-
nomic development and land-
use planning. Its investment
decisions should be guided
solely by fiduciary principles
— preserving public assets,
earning prudent returns and
meeting its obligations to pen-
sioners, retirees, beneficiaries
and taxpayers — not by taking
positions on complex interna-
tional political controversies
through municipal investment
policy.

Submitted by Avi Nevel on
behalf of the Rhode Island-
Israel Collaborative.

OPINION

The Prophet Who Has No Name

his past July 22 to 23, Tisha B’Av, the ninth day of the

month of Av in our Jewish calendar, observant Jews

throughout the world engaged in a sunset to sunset fast to
commemorate the destruction of the First Temple in Jerusalem
by the Babylonians around 586 B.C.E.

BY RABBI JAMES B. ROSENBERG

ON THE SEVEN Shabbats following
Tisha B’Av, the prophetic readings
following the weekly Torah readings
are known as the sheva de-nechamta,
Aramaic for “the seven
(haftarot) of consolation.’
Each of these readings is
intended to bring com-
fort to us Jewish people
during our journey from
the dark despair of Tisha
B’Av to the renewed hope
and light of our new year,
Rosh Hashanah.

As it turns out, each of
the seven haftarah readings
following Tisha B’Av is taken from
the writings of a biblical prophet
who has no name. As Rabbi Gunther
Plaut (1912-2012) in his massive 1996
Haftarah commentary put it, “...chap-
ter 40 (of Isaiah) opens the prophecies
of the Second Isaiah. This unknown
preacher-poet lived during the exile
in Babylonia (sixth century B.C.E.),
and at some later time, his writings
were attached to those of First Isaiah,
who lived well over a century earlier.”

Though nobody knows the name
of Second Isaiah, much of the world
knows the power of his writing. Listen
to the very opening words of the first
of the seven haftarot of consolation:

“Nachamu, nachamu, ami. Comfort,
yes comfort, My people.”

The climactic seventh of the

s

haftarot of consolation begins with
Isaiah 61.1: “I greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my whole being exults in my
God, who has clothed me in triumph
and robed me in victory, as a bride-
groom whose head is adorned, as
a bride bedecks herselfin
finery.”
((\ And the final three
verses of this conclud-
ing haftarah of conso-
lation in Isaiah 63.7-9
read, “Let me recount
the Lord’s loving acts,
the Lord’s praisewor-

thy deeds for all the
RABBI JAMES Lord has done for us
ROSENBERG  and the great good-

ness, and mercy and

love the Lord has shown the House of
Israel. God said: They alone are My
people, children who will not be false
to Me. So God became their Savior.
Afllicted in their affliction, God’s Pres-
ence saved them. In love and pity did
God redeem them, carried them and
raised them high in all times past.”

As I have read and reread the seven
haftarot from Second Isaiah, I am
struck by how this prophet who has
no name is able to evoke God’s love
affair with those wretched Jews
trapped in exile in Babylon. With his
gift of words, the prophet brings those
of us who “hear his words” to feel the
tenderness between God and the peo-
ple of Israel — the depth, the essence
which seems to live beyond language.

I would suggest that much of Second
Isaiah’s poetry evokes, but fails to
clearly define, what the rabbis cen-
turies later clarify as their notion of
the chosen people — an idea which we
express in our chanting our kiddush
every Friday evening as we welcome
Shabbat. We come to the words, ki
vanu vacharta v'otanu kidashta mikol
ha’amim (for You have chosen us and
have sanctified us above all peoples). I
confess that whenever I come to these
particular words, I feel both privi-
leged and uncomfortable: privileged
to be able to partake in the richness
of Jewish experience, but uncomfort-
able with the words which seem to
imply that God favors us Jews above
all other religious groups, that we are
indeed God’s “chosen people.”

For several decades I have been
wrestling with this notion that we
Jews are God’s chosen people. In pow-
erful and continuous dialogue with
Catholic and Protestant clergy and
laity — and, of course, with my fellow
Jews — I have come to realize that
every historically established religion
is, in its unique way, chosen by God.
We Jews are no exception; we too are a
chosen people, but not the chosen peo-
ple. Second Isaiah, the prophet who
has no name, has given voice to a uni-
versalist perspective in a passage not
included in the sheva de-nechamta, in
Isaiah 56.7, “My house shall be called
a house of prayer for all peoples.”

I can only wonder how this state-
ment meshes with the prophet’s more
particularistic views of his fellow
exiles in Babylon of the sixth century
B.C.E.

JAMES B. ROSENBERG is a rabbi emeritus
at Temple Habonim in Barrington.
Contact him at rabbiemeritus@temple-
habonim.org.

Nearly three years on: Notes from
an ordinary life in Israel

SOMEBODY ASKED me recently what
has changed most in Israel since the
war began, and the honest answer
surprised them. The sirens, the
checkpoints, the news: All of that
becomes furniture. What changes
you is the calendar. Two years in, the
rhythm of ordinary life here has been
bent and remade so many times that
a Wednesday can hold a funeral, a
birthday party and a product launch,
and nobody at any of the three will
find the combination strange.

I want to give Rhode Island readers

a sense of what that actually feels like
from the inside.

In Efrat, where I live, the alert
system still sends phones shuddering
across dinner tables. The first year,
everyone ran. Now there is a pause,

a mental calculation about direction
and distance, and then most people
continue what they were doing. That
pause is not indifference. It is a
learned skill, the same one that lets a
bus driver in Tel Aviv finish his route
after a red-alert app chimes. Psychol-
ogists here call it functional coping.

My neighbors call it Wednesday.

The harder adjustment is the
people missing from the table. Nearly
every family I know has someone
who served months of reserve duty,
and too many have someone who
did not come back. Communities
have absorbed a vocabulary nobody
wanted, shloshim markers, hostage
posters faded by sun, the particular
quiet of a family whose son is still in
Gaza.

When a mother in my neighborhood
needed help during her husband’s

third call-up, the signup sheet for
meals filled in an afternoon. The
same communities keep showing
up for each other in ways that never
make international headlines.
Reserve duty, miluim, is the
load-bearing wall of this whole
period. Roughly 300,000 Israelis were
called up in the war’s first months,
and the call-ups never really stopped.
Workplaces learned to plan around
empty desks. Some companies in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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OPINION

How to tell if you are ‘pro-human’

BY MARJORIE DAVIS

FOR MANY YEARS, an artist
who lived in Providence
created posters in support of
Palestinians. In December
2023 he wrote, “I’'m a paci-
fist. I believe in solutions to
disagreements that avoid
violence. I stand with count-
less others demanding an
immediate ceasefire in Gaza.
We are an intelligent species
capable of cooperation and
solving problems without
violence.”

Calling himself “pro-hu-
man,” the artist, along with
too many others, has a
selective concept of humanity
that somehow never seems to
include Jews.

One of the posters he
created depicted a Pales-
tinian boy crying. However,
we should look beyond the
surface.

What does the Palestinian
boy cry out for?

He cries out for a world that
understands that ceasefires
with terrorists do not bring
an enduring peace, nor do
they bring freedom to the
oppressed people who are
governed by the terrorists.

He cries out for the chance
to attend a school that does
not teach him to kill people
because they are of a differ-
ent faith.

He cries out for all the

Palestinian children Hamas
used as human shields.

He cries out for the Pales-
tinians to build a country of
their own instead of trying
to tear down what Israel has
built.

He cries out for countries
to take in Palestinian refu-
gees, as they opened their
doors for millions of Syrian
and Ukrainian refugees.

He cries out for Arab coun-
tries to grant citizenship to
Palestinians. No Arab state,
other than Jordan, has ever
granted full citizenship to
Palestinians.

He cries for the food that
Hamas stole. After Israel was
widely accused of causing
afamine in Gaza, the U.N.
recently acknowledged that
90% of the food that Israel
provided was stolen.

He cries for his fellow
Muslims who are citizens of
Muslim countries, yet do not
have the immense freedom
and opportunities that Mus-
lim citizens have in Israel.

How can you tell if you are
pro-human?

If you perpetually post
memes about racism but at
a time when antisemitism is
soaring, you never mention it,
you are not pro-human.

If a Black student was
harassed and told to go back
to Africa, you would be
outraged, but when Jewish

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

my own industry, technol-
ogy, lost 15 to 20 percent of
staff to call-ups — and still
shipped product. A friend’s
firm rotated engineering
teams like sports lines, so
that whoever was left could
keep the servers alive while
teammates were at the front.
The same pattern held in the
U.S.-Israel tech partnership,
which deepened under pres-
sure, as well as in hospitals,
schools and farms.

Money got tighter for many
and stranger for everyone.
A war economy does odd
things. Restaurants in Tel
Aviv were full in the same
season that small businesses
in the north went under for
lack of customers. Israelis
describe their finances these
days with a shrug that covers
real anxiety, and charitable
giving, remarkably, went
up rather than down. The
instinct to patch the hole in
the boat before bailing your
own cabin runs deep here.

I know some American

readers picture Israel as
either a war zone or a for-
tress. The truth is more
mundane and, I think, more
moving. Life continues, care-
fully, stubbornly, with grief
woven into it rather than
pushed aside. Families still
argue about holiday seating.
Kids still complain about
school. Couples still get mar-
ried, though more cautiously
and more gratefully.

Two years in, ordinariness
itself has become a small act
of defiance, and it is the part
of this country the cameras
will never show you. The
story of Israel right now is
people insisting on their own
lives. That is what I want
readers in Providence to
take away. Not the map, not
the rhetoric. The people who
keep choosing the everyday,
one careful Wednesday at a
time.

MARK GINSBERG lives in Efrat,
Israel, and writes about
Israeli society and technology.

students were harassed and
told to go back to Poland, you
shrugged it off, then you are
not pro-human.

If you have heard the nev-
er-ending calls of “From the
River to the Sea” and have
no concern where 10 million
Israelis (Jews, Muslims,
Christians and people of
other faiths) will go, then you
are not pro-human.

If you think that Israel, a
country continually under
attack from rockets, does not
have a right to defend itself,
you are not pro-human.

If you create multiple post-
ers supporting Palestinians,
but after the worst massacre
of Jews since the Holocaust,
you could not bring yourself
to create even one poster
depicting the suffering of
Israelis, you are most cer-
tainly not pro-human.

Many who, under the guise
of humanity, championed the
Palestinians knowingly con-
tributed to the drastic rise in
antisemitism.

Moreover, they contrib-
uted to an increased num-

ber of Palestinian deaths.

In fact, had the Western
world overwhelmingly and
steadfastly stood with Israel,
Hamas likely would not

have prevented civilians
from taking cover in tunnels,
nor would they have fought
from schools, hospitals, and
civilian homes. Ironically,
the people who supported the
Palestinians ended up being
their worst enemy.

The people who condemn
Israel’s actions in wars
started by Hamas and Hez-
bollah fail to recognize the
tragedy that after two millen-
nia of persecution, the Jewish
people are still all too often
under attack. The pogroms
and genocide perpetrated
by Christians and Muslims
against Jews for thousands of
years is the biggest stain on
world history and the biggest
injustice by far.

It is easy to be generous
when it’s not on your dime. It
is easy to claim virtue while
expecting others to make
sacrifices and take risks. It
is easy to call for a ceasefire

TAKE ACTION:
REPORT

an
INCIDENT

from the security of an elite
university or from an artist’s
studio 5,500 miles away.
However, if you lived just
a few miles from terrorists
who, with machine guns and
machetes, might come into
your house and drag you into
a tunnel where you would be
endlessly starved, tortured
and raped, your concept of
humanity would change.
Whether you call yourself
pro-human or not, whether
you tear down posters or cre-
ate them, when all is said and
done, you would want your
government to do whatever it
takes to protect you, too.

MARJORIE DAVIS [ives in Prov-
idence. She graduated from
Brandeis University with a
degree in Computer Science
and is a senior database
specialist in a large, interna-
tional technology company.
She is a frequent writer on
antisemitism and Israel.
Another version of this essay
was published in Times of
Israel.
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Blast of Shofar

BY JEREMY FRIEDMAN

TODAY the shofar

Shook me awake —

From somewhere afar —
With piercing sounds’ quake
To make me take note
Taking in a blast’s scream
Shivering ... antidote ...

Into a truer dream.

JEREMY FRIEDMAN is a
Massachusetts-based

NOTE: This poem is a take on
Robert Frost’s “Dust of Snow”

On these
High Holy Days,
we wish you a
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Hope

Touching Lives

(844) 671-4673 HopeHealthCo.org

HOSPICE CARE ° PALLIATIVE CARE

from the author’s book “11 New lawyer and poet.
Roads Not Taken” (1Inewroads.
com). It is published with his
permission.
NOTICE!

Lincoln Park Cemetery and its offices
will be closed in observance of the
following holidays:

Sunday, Sep. 13: Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 21: Yom Kippur
Sunday, September 27: Second day of Sukkot
Sunday, October 4: Simchat Torah
Lincoln Park Cemetery

1469 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02888
Telephone 737-5333 Fax 732-1293

L’ WISHING YOU A SWEET, HAPPY

AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR !
EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT TEMPLE HABONIM
FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS!

§ NON-MEMBER ADMISSION:

o $180 INDIVIDUAL
(ALL SERVICES)

e $360 COUPLE/FAMILY
(ALL SERVICES)

e NO CHARGE FOR
YOUNG ADULTS
(UNDER 30), STUDENTS,
OR TOT SERVICE

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
WWW.TEMPLEHABONIM.ORG/HHD
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE ik

BARRINGTON, RI / 401-245-6536 / OFFICE@TEMPLEHABONIM.ORG
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Book lovers gather for Hadassah
philanthropy, author talks

VY IITIEN'S ZIGHIEE Cire
QIMEN's £Z1onist Organizatior

HADASSAH

Women from Rhode Island and other areas of
southern New England at Books on the Beach

BY FRAN OSTENDORF

IDDLETOWN, R.I. — On a warm summer

afternoon in early August, 200 people

gathered at the Wyndham Newport for
Books on the Beach. The annual fundraiser, hosted
by Hadassah Rhode Island and Hadassah of Southern
New England, attracts women (and a few men) from
all over New England to a luncheon featuring well-
known authors as well as Hadassah leadership.

AFTER LUNCH and schmooz-
ing, Carol Ann Schwartz,
national president of Hadas-
sah, opened the program
with passionate words about
the medical advances fos-
tered by Hadassah’s hospi-
tals in Israel. Her remarks
focused on the work of the
organization and its reach.
“One out of nine Jewish
women in the United States
belongs to Hadassah,” she
said. “I travel the country
and talk about how we are
the bridge to peace (through
medical advancements).”
Hadassah, the Women’s
Zionist Organization of
America, was founded in
1912, before the State of
Israel and before American
women could vote. Today,
Hadassah has more than
300,000 members, associates
and supporters who work to
advance women’s health, to
fight hate and antisemitism,

to support a strong and
healthy nation for all the cit-
izens of Israel and to instill
Jewish values in future
generations.

Books on the Beach, origi-
nally organized by the New-
port chapter of Hadassah,
is now in its 11th year. The
event brings Jewish authors
to talk about their work.

This year’s author-speak-
ers were B.A. Shapiro and
Jenna Blum. Each discussed
her unique writing process,
featuring comments about
her latest best-sellers.

Barbara Ann Shapiro, who
writes as B.A., has spoken
to the Books on the Beach
crowd before. Now, she has
written her 10th novel, “The
Lost Masterpiece,” and she
talked about the general
writing process.

For her, the writing
process involves a lot of
research, diagrams and

PHOTO | FRAN OSTENDORF  Renee Kaminitz and Sue Mayes recite the

Jewish blessing over bread.

notecards. With a doctor-
ate in sociology, she loves

to do research. She puts

her research and ideas on
index cards and moves

them around to see how the
story will work and then she
writes. “There is no writer’s
block,” she said. “You just
have to get to work.”

She told the story of how
she started with several
books that failed. But she
kept on with the encourage-
ment of her husband. “What
a writer really needs is a
spouse with benefits,” she
said.

He told her to forget
writing in a genre; “write
a book of your heart.” She
always wanted to be an artist
and instead became an art
appreciator. So she decided
to write about art.

In Shapiro’s case, she
has chosen to write about
unsung female artists.

The first book was “The
Art Forger,” and it was a
success.

Her latest, “The Lost
Masterpiece,” is based on
tireless research with a little
backstory added. According
to Shapiro, that is the beauty
of historical fiction. “You do
just enough research, and
then you can make up the
rest!”

She said she works on
more than one novel at a
time because of the way the
work process flows. She is

R
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Lynda Shuman; Jenna Blum, author of “Murder
Your Darlings”; Hadassah President Carol Ann
Schwartz; B. A. Shapiro, author of “The Lost

Masterpiece”; and Mollyann Blumenthal, author

presenter and interviewer

currently working on her
next novel, which promises
to be a little different. Of all
her novels, she said, “This
one is giving me more trou-
ble than the others.”

Jenna Blum discussed
her writing process with
an equal measure of humor.
The best-selling author’s
fifth novel, a thriller, “Mur-
der Your Darlings,” isin
development for a film adap-
tation. In addition to writing
novels, Blum is a podcaster
and interviewer for Steven
Spielberg’s Survivors of the
Shoah Visual History Foun-
dation. She also runs the
online interview platform A
Mighty Blaze.

Blum, like Shapiro, knew
how to engage her audience.

“It is such an act of joy to

‘The power of women
is unparalleled.’

see readers read the books
and buy the books,” she
said. She gave a shout-out
to Hadassah, saying “The
power of women is unparal-
leled.”

Blum has been writing
since she was 4 years old and
was inspired by her father, a
news writer for CBS.

After college, she wrote
stories while doing a variety
of other jobs in food service

— and sending out those

stories. “Writing takes perse-
verance and grit,” she said.

In graduate school, she
started working on stories
about what it means to be
Jewish and German. Those
stories resulted in the novel

“Those Who Saved Us.”

Readers made her first
novel. She spoke to a book
group and suggested they
recommend it to others, and
they did. Pretty soon, it
was on the New York Times
best-seller list. “When you
recommend a book, it means
everything,” she said.

The latest book, which
Blum called “very spicy,”
reflects her publishing jour-
ney, and some of the charac-
ters are right out of her life.

She switched from writing
historical fiction to thrillers
after another author told her

“to write what you want.”
“So I wrote 125 pages and
never had so much fun. The
Sam character is very much
my own voice. The publish-

ing part of the book is so
much me.”

For more information on
Hadassah Rhode Island and
its variety of programming,
contact chapri@hadassah.
org.

FRAN OSTENDOREF is the former
editor of Jewish Rhode Island.
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Course on origins of Hebrew Bible ofiered
as part of ‘Delve Deeper’ program

BY S.M. DE LA MONTE

PROVIDENCE — Mark Leuch-
ter, professor of Hebrew
Bible and ancient Judaism at
Temple University in Phil-
adelphia, will lead students
through “The World Behind
the Bible,” a 10-week course
offered as part of the local
Jewish community’s “Delve
Deeper” program, starting
Sept. 30 on Zoom.

In recent years, local stu-
dents have expressed interest
in the question of who wrote
the Bible. Leuchter’s course
will look at the way the
Hebrew Bible came together
across centuries of ideas and
experiences from the social
groups behind the texts.

Leuchter’s work and teach-
ing focus on how the Bible’s
texts have been inherited

and the world that the Bible
created.

Organizers say the class is
timely and will help students
understand the origins of the
Hebrew Bible. With scholarly
leadership from Leuchter, the
class will explore historical
texts to examine familiar
motifs and tales such as cre-
ation, the Exodus, law, wis-
dom and sacrifice. Leuchter
will also lead discussions on
the role of cultural memory,
social cognition, language
and the function of media and
art in the world at the time
of the creation of these texts.
The course will explore the
relationship between the bib-
lical authors’ literature and
the communities they formed
over countless generations.
Leuchter will delineate the
course contents, syllabus and

reading assignments.

“The World Behind the
Bible” will be offered via
Zoom. The 10-week course
will meet for two hours on
Wednesday evenings, from
7to 9 p.m. with a brief break
after the first hour. The
course will run from Sept. 30
to Dec. 9, with no class held
Nov. 25, due to Thanksgiving.

Thuition is $250, but orga-
nizers emphasize that the
cost should not be a barrier.
Scholarships are available
by contacting Larry Katz at
larrykatz1221@gmail.com or
arabbi at a sponsoring syna-
gogue. To learn more and to
register, visit delvedeeper.org
or teprov.org/delvedeeper/
registration/Fall2026.html.

The Delve Deeper Pro-
gram of Intensive Jewish
Study, which began in 2017, is

Local Scout leads
improvements at school

presented in cooperation
with the Jewish Alliance
of Greater Rhode Island
and area synagogues,
including Congregation
Beth Shalom, Congre-
gation Jeshuat Yisrael,
Temple Beth-El, Tem-
ple Emanu-El, Temple
Habonim, Temple Sinai
and Temple Torat Yisrael,
as well as the Jewish
Community Day School
of Rhode Island.
Financial support is
provided by the Joseph
and Jacqueline Teverow
Memorial Fund at the
Jewish Federation Foun-
dation of Greater Rhode
Island. Since 2017, the
program has sponsored 18
fall and spring courses cov-
ering Jewish history, themes,
texts and personalities.

Mark Leuchter, Ph.D., will lead the
“Delve Deeper” course exploring the
origins of the Hebrew Bible.

S.M. DE LA MONTE is a professor
of neurosurgery and of pathol-
ogy and laboratory medicine
at Brown University.
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Liam Isaacs poses in front of improvements at Jewish
Community Day School of Rhode Island. Isaacs
worked with several friends to create the project.

The Adirondack chair,
finished, is brought to
the school.
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BY JRI STAFF and Edge and End Studios to build a “giant
Adirondack chair” and install decorations
to create a community gathering spot at the
school.

To accomplish the task, he worked with
Aaron Guttin of Edge and End; Ryan Hager-
man, Peter Shore and others at the Narragan-
sett Council Jewish Committee on Scouting;

and leaders of the day school.

LIAM ISAACS, the son of Jeff [saacs and Temple
Beth-El's Rabbi Sarah Mack, led improve-
ments at Jewish Community Day School of
Rhode Island to fulfill his requirements to
attain the rank of Eagle Scout.

Isaacs, a senior patrol leader of Scouting of
America’s Troop 28 and a junior at Classical
High School, worked with others in his troop

(401) 935-2312
www.cityestategardener.com




24 | SEPTEMBER 2026

COMMUNITY
Temple Beth-El welcomes two new clergy
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BY JUDE WEINSTEIN

ROVIDENCE — Two new clergy members
joined Temple Beth-El right as it prepares for

the High Holy Days.

THE NEW CLERGY, Cantor
Juval Porat and Assistant
Rabbi Abi Oshins, say they
are looking forward to
building on the legacy of
their predecessors during
their first year leading Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur
services alongside Senior
Rabbi Sarah Mack.

Their partnership makes
this year special for the
temple. Porat succeeds
Cantor Judy Seplowin,
whose 26-year tenure left
an enduring impact. At the
same time, Oshins joined
the clergy as assistant rabbi,
providing another new
presence during one of the
most meaningful times of
the year.

While living in Germany,
Porat pursued a master’s
degree in architecture.

During that time, he also
served as a cantorial soloist
at several congregations.
His devotion to community
leadership, paired with his
musical talents, brought
him to the Institute of
Cantorial Arts in Berlin,
part of the Abraham Geiger
College. He completed

the academic year at the
Hebrew Union College in
Jerusalem.

After Porat’s 2009 arrival
in the United States, he
served as cantor for Beth
Chayim Chadashim, the
world’s first recognized
LGBTQIA+ synagogue,
founded by and for the Los
Angeles queer community.
He was drawn to Temple
Beth-El to further cultivate
musical engagement in a
collaborative and accessible

manner.
As cantor, Porat will
play an important role in
preserving the synagogue’s
musical integrity. To pro-
vide a smooth transition, he
gained insight from Mack,
Seplowin and High Holy
Day Choir Director Don St.
Jean. He plans to include
familiar melodies from
previous services while
bringing in selections from
his diverse background.

“I bring my own point of
view, but I want to respect
what has already been
created here so no one feels
left out,” Porat said. “I will
do my best to bridge this
gap, offer moments of awe,
humanity and reflection.”

For Porat, the High Holy
Days provide an opportu-
nity for the congregation’s
members to contemplate
their connection with
themselves, the text and
those around them through
singing prayers.

Oshins, the incoming
assistant rabbi, joined Tem-

Reflect. Restore. Renew.
Care for your body this
High Holy Day season.

As we enter the Days of Awe — a time of reflection, intention, and renewal — take
a moment to care for the vessel that carries you through the year. At Massage Envy
Providence, our licensed professionals offer massage, facials, and stretch

to help restore balance, ease stress, and prepare you for the year ahead.

Special Offer for Jewish Voice Readers:

Mention this ad and receive $25 OFF your 60- or 90-minute session.*

MASSAGE

ME

Massage Envy

FACIALS

PROVIDENCE

STRETCH

229 Waterman Street, Providence, Rl 02906

(407) 455-3689

M-Th 10a-9p | F 10a-7p | S 9a-6p | Su 10a-6p

*Offer valid for members and nonmembers. One-time use only. Must mention this ad at checkout. Valid through 10/31/25.
Session time includes up to 10 minutes for consultation and dressing, which occurs pre- and post-service. Use code: NE$250ffBU
Each location is an independently owned and operated franchise. ©2026 ME SPE Franchising, LLC.

ple Beth-El after her ordi-
nation at Hebrew College in
2026. Her tasks will include
working closely with
students and adults alike
looking to further their
Jewish education through
meaningful programming.
As she approaches her first
High Holy Days at the tem-
ple, Oshins is particularly
looking forward to the calls
during the shofar service.
She said they speak to her
soul.

“There is a certain sense
of New England and Rhode
Island pride within this
community that you can
feel through the walls of
this place,” Oshins said.

“There is a certain resil-
ience within New England
culture that can be felt
through the congregation.
I can sense that they are
excited for this new chap-
ter.”

She appreciates the sense
of tradition ingrained
within the culture at Tem-
ple Beth-El, particularly
through the generations of
families that have wor-
shipped, learned and con-
nected here. She acknowl-
edges the foundation that
was built by those before
her. During the transition,
she finds solace in knowing
that the experience will be
shared collectively.

The arrival of Porat and

Oshins has allowed the
clergy opportunities to
collaborate on the year’s
services through a lens that
honors and respects pre-
vious years while adding
new perspectives from the
newest leaders.

“Itis a joy to bring two
new team members aboard,”
Mack said. “Both Rabbi
Oshins and Cantor Porat
bring a wealth of wis-
dom and experience that
enriches our community.
Their presence is a breath
of fresh air that inspires
us as we look to an exciting
year at Temple Beth-El.
Each brings a unique voice,
and I have enjoyed getting
to know them and can’t wait
for the community to get to
know them.”

Temple Beth-El's High
Holy Day services will
begin Friday, Sept. 11, with
the Erev Rosh Hashanah
service and toast at 8 p.m.
Additional information
about services, attendance
and livestreaming is avail-
able at temple-beth-el.org.

JUDE WEINSTEIN is the assis-
tant to the director and
communication associate at
Temple Beth-El.
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Daughter of
pastor John

Hagee to speak

at Israel event

SANDRA HAGEE PARKER,
daughter of pastor John
Hagee and board chair of
the Christians United for
Israel Action Fund, will
headline the annual Night
to Honor Israel at 7 p.m.
Sept. 30 at Praise Taberna-
cle in Cranston.

Parker, based in San
Antonio, Texas, has prac-
ticed nonprofit law for over
a decade. Before that, she
practiced corporate and
nonprofit law with Rosen-
thal Pauerstein Sandoloski

& Agather LLP. While there,

she was chosen as top law-

yer and featured in Scene in

SA [San Antonio.]

The event, sponsored by
the Rhode Island Coalition
for Israel, aims to unite
Jews and Christians and is
open to the public with no
registration required. The
address is 330 Park Ave.,
and armed security will be
present.

In a show of interreligious
friendship, the church’s
pastors will remove all
religious symbols from the
rooms where the event will
be held.

NO ONE SAVES MORE LIVES

There are many ways to support Israel and its people, but none is more transformative

than a gift to Magen David Adom, Israel’s emergency services system. Your gift to MDA

isn’t just changing lives — it’s literally saving them — providing critical care and hospital
transport for everyone from victims of heart attacks to rocket attacks.

Donate today at MagenDavidAdom.org or call 866.632.2763.

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF

MAGEN TIT]AN

ADOM DITX

Israel's Emergency Services System

Rustigian Rugs is Rhode Island’s exclusive
dealer for Stark Studio Rugs, Roger Oates
runners and other distinctive brands

fine and custom rugs
wall-to-wall carpets
tailored runners
exclusive brands

expert service

RUSTIGIAN RUGS

one governor street, providence

401-751-5100 | rustigianrugs.com
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Bernhardt, Goldowsky and Silverstein
foundations: Potential grant money for

Jewish Rhode Island | jewishrhody.org

Jewish nonprofits

PROVIDENCE — Local foun-
dations are looking for
tax-exempt nonprofit orga-
nizations seeking grant
funds. These nonprofits are
eligible to apply for a grant

from the Helene and Bertram
Bernhardt Foundation, the
Gertrude N. and Seebert J.
Goldowsky Foundation and
the Pearle W. and Martin M.
Silverstein Foundation.

[’SHANAH TOVAH 5787

from the

NEWPORT HAVURAH

An Association Of Reform Jews

Contact us:
newporthavurahl@gmail.com

401-423-0407
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Established in 2005
through the estates of the late
Helene and Bertram Bern-
hardt, the Bernhardt Foun-
dation’s mission is to support
nonprofit organizations, with
a specific preference given to
Jewish nonprofit organiza-
tions in Rhode Island and to
nonprofit organizations that
Helene and Bertram Bern-
hardt supported during their
lives. The foundation also
distributes a limited number
of small grants (up to $250) to
local charities that support
the broader community.

Since its founding, the
Bernhardt Foundation has
distributed more than $9
million to Temple Beth-El;
the Jewish Alliance; Jewish
Collaborative Services; the
Hillels at Brown, RISD and
URI; Miriam Hospital; and
others.

The Goldowsky Foun-
dation was established in
2006 through the estates of
Gertrude N. and Seebert J.
Goldowsky. Its mission is to
fund nonprofit organizations
supported by the Goldows-
kys during their lifetimes.
Organizations the foundation
supports focus on the local
Jewish community, educa-
tion, medicine, public health
and history. The Goldowsky
Foundation seeks to award
grants in amounts between
$250 and $10,000 to advance
these funding priorities.

The Silverstein Founda-
tion was established in 1989
through the estates of Pearle
W. and Martin M. Silverstein.
Its mission is to support
nonprofit organizations. It
considers organizations
supported by the Silversteins
during their lifetimes and

those focusing on the local
Jewish community, edu-
cation, the arts and social
justice. The Silverstein Foun-
dation seeks to award grants
in amounts between $250

and $5,000 to advance these
funding priorities.

To receive the application
forms and funding guidelines,
contact Secretary Samuel
Zurier by email at sdz@
zurierlaw.com, by telephone
at 401-861-0200 or by mail at
123 Dyer St., Suite 135, Provi-
dence, RI 02903.

The deadline to submit
Bernhardt Foundation appli-
cations is Dec. 1, 2026. The
Goldowsky and Silverstein
foundations consider applica-
tions on a rolling basis.

Submitted by Samuel D.
Zurier.
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BLACKSTONE BOULEVARD

INDEPENDENT LIVING ¢ ASSISTED LIVING
EARLY-STAGE MEMORY CARE * MEMORY CARE

EXPERIENCE THE GOOD LIFE
ON BLACKSTONE BOULEVARD.

Wingate Residences on Blackstone Boulevard offers

the best in everyday luxuries that you'll love—like daily

housekeeping, fine dining, and a personalized wellness

plan. In addition to our Independent and Assisted Living

programs, our Memory Care programs, The Neighborhood

and The Terrace, focus on maximizing functional abilities,

while enhancing engagement and self-confidence in both

early and advanced stages.

Schedule a visit today
and discover the good life.

wingateliving.com | 401-273-6565
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At Washington letter reading,

Recipients of the Slom Scholarship stand as their essays are read. From left: Dylon Armstrong of Moses

IS O

religious liber

Brown School, Tess Margolis of Rogers High School, Nirupama Bhatt of Cumberland High School and
Nicholas Wilusz of Chariho High School.

BY DANIEL MARGOLIS

EWPORT, R.I. — Rachel Laser, a leader in

the defense of religious liberty, said the

wall between church and state is “under
siege” and urged those attending the Aug. 16
annual reading of George Washington’s letter to
the Hebrew Congregation to redouble their fight for

religious freedom.

ACROSS THE COUNTRY, in
state legislatures and at the
highest levels of the federal
government, she said, there
is “a coordinated strategy to
dismantle church-state sepa-
ration and redefine religious
freedom, turning it from a
shield that protects people
into a sword that harms
them.”

Speaking as president and
CEO of Americans United
for Separation of Church and
State, Laser issued the call
in her keynote address to
the event of about 150 people,
which was held at the Colony
House and organized by TSF
Newport (formerly the Touro
Synagogue Foundation). She
is also a member of the U.S.
Commission on International
Religious Freedom, to which
she was appointed by U.S.
Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.,
in 2025.

Supreme Court justices
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
Elena Kagan both delivered
the Newport keynote address
in previous years. Laser
invoked them, contrasting

Ginsburg’s optimism in 2004
and Kagan’s a few years later
to the present.

“What struck me was the
certainty in which both jus-
tices spoke of America living
up to its promise of religious
freedom,” Laser said. “Sadly,
Ijust don’t feel that confi-
dence today.”

Erosion of the church-state
barrier is not the only reason
for many Jews’ lessened
sense of belonging, Laser
said, but it is “potentially the
least understood.” Still, she
expressed hope that “a future
keynote speaker here will be
able to speak with that confi-
dence again.”

The memory of Rhode
Island’s own Roger Williams
was invoked by several of
the speakers. His presence
was felt to such an extent
that, when she was about to
quote him, Laser said, “Say it
with me, Rhode Island.” The
crowd responded, “Roger
Williams.”

Williams famously was the
first colonist to argue for a
full separation of church and

state, and he even created the
metaphor of a hedge or wall
of separation between the
two. The colony he founded,
Rhode Island, became the
first to enshrine the principle
in law.

That separation is endan-
gered, according to Laser, in
many ways, from states man-
dating a “Protestant” version
of the Ten Commandments in
classrooms to federal officials
attempting to enforce a spe-
cific version of Christianity.
She pointed to Vice President
J.D. Vance, who said at a 2025
Turning Point USA confer-
ence, “[Bly the grace of God,
we always will be a Christian
nation.”

Keeping religion and
government separate is not
an anti-Christian idea, Laser

— who as a Jew is the first
religious minority to lead
Americans United — said.
Instead, she argued, doing
so protects even the majority
religion, saying, “The found-
ing generation understood
that church-state separation
also protects religion from
being corrupted by the gov-
ernment.”

Laser urged the building of
a multi-religious, bipartisan
coalition aimed at restoring
the “wall of separation” —
which, she pointed out, was
a term used by Thomas Jef-
ferson in his 1802 letter to the
Danbury Baptists.

In closing, she turned to
another founder. “When
George Washington wrote to
the Touro Synagogue in 1790,
he promised that the United

ty

Americans United for Separation of
Church and State President and CEO

PHOTOS | ALLAN
MILLORA

Rachel Laser addresses the gathering.

States government would
give ‘to bigotry no sanction,
to persecution no assistance.””
That letter was the reason
for the event. Each year, TSF
Newport hosts a reading and
commemoration of George
Washington’s letter to the
congregation at the city’s
Touro synagogue. This year,
the 79th, the event was held
at the Colony House, which
served as a seat of Rhode
Island’s colonial government
and then the early state gov-

ernment.

As part of the celebration,
the organization awarded
four Rhode Island high
school graduates the Aaron
and Rita Slom Scholarship
for Freedom and Diversity.
Additionally, U.S. Sen. Jack
Reed, D-R.I.; R.I. Secretary of
State Gregg Amore; and Lynn
Underwood Ceglie of the
Newport city council offered
greetings. Democratic U.S.
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
also attended.

L
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<9 thoughtful decluttering

Are you overwhelmed with clutter?

We'll help organize your home, sort important
paperwork, schlep unwanted items, coordinate
donations, and connect you with resale experts.

Let a trusted mensch make the process easier.

o find us online @thoughtful_decluttering
Call or text today: 401-437-7712
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Under the shadow of Hitler and Stalin,
wartime Jewish genealogy

BY AARON GINSBURG

fter a long journey, I spent April 2, 2026,

in Lviv, Ukraine. Its large center is mostly

pre-WWII. Just looking at the old doors is
fascinating. I walked to the Lykachiv Cemetery. A
sea of flags marks the graves of the soldiers killed
in the ongoing war with Russia.

A 12-HOUR train trip took me
472 miles east to Poltrava. At
6 a.m. my friend Alex picked
me up at the train station
with his gasoline car fitted
with an LPG conversion.
The next day we visited
Hesed Nefesh, a charitable
organization that supports
the Jewish community. I gave
a talk about Jewish geneal-
ogy. My initial interest in my
own family history helped
reunite another family sepa-
rated by both the Holocaust
and Stalin. This soon led to

helping other families.

With Alex, I revisited Horo-
dyshche, Cherkassy Oblast,
the birthplace of my grandfa-
ther Jacob Pokross. He came
to Fall River, Mass., as a child
in 1892 with his siblings and
parents, Pinkas and Jenny
Pokross.

My visit had another
motive. In nearby Mliiv, a
Holocaust monument does
not mention that the victims
were Jewish. Since Soviet-era
commemoration policies
rejected the idea of targeted

genocide, I needed a way to
amend this. Vira, a teacher
interested in local history
who showed us around, added
me to a Facebook group of
people using old photographs
to learn about Horodyshche's
history. They immediately
started to help me research
my family history.

After I returned home, Vira
told me that her friend Kat-
eryna possessed a contract
to sell a house in 1906. Aaron
Pokras went to the Russian
consulate in New York to
authorize his wife to sell his
share of a house to his two

brothers, Moshko and Pinkas.

Pinkas Pokross was my great
grandfather’s name! I already
had Aaron on my family tree!
Kateryna is related to the
wife of one of his brothers.
We visited two Jewish
communities, Myhorod and
Zvenyhorodka, meeting the
leaders of both. They held

SHANAH TOVAH
5787

As we welcome Rosh Hashanah, we reflect on the power
of remembrance, resilience, and building a future rooted
in dignity and justice.

On behalf of the Board and staff of the
Sandra Bornstein Holocaust Education Center,
we wish you a sweet year filled with health and joy.

At the Zbarazh office of the mayor, from left, historian Tatania
Fedoriv, Aaron Ginsburg, Mayor Roman Polikrowski and Diana
Borysenko stand. Previously, Mayor Polikrowski led the
construction of a small new Jewish cemetery.

religious services until
COVID-19. Their synagogues
were community centers and
included spaces for worship,
meetings, meals and museum

sections. In Myhorod we were
warmly welcomed by Mikhail
Ruthizer.

Mikhail’s community pro-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29
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Alex pose for a photo.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

vides headstones if a family
can’t afford one. He brought
us to a Holocaust site where
remains were reinterred so
a factory could be built. A
small Holocaust monument
erected in the last 20 years
stands in front of a massive
Soviet one. Crumbling head-
stones in the Jewish cemetery
don’t have Jewish symbols
in keeping with Soviet
policy, but many post-Soviet
monuments have menorahs,
although no Hebrew.

Driving through Shpola
on our way to Zvenyhorodka
a crowd lined both sides of a
busy street holding flags and
banners demonstrating about
those missing in action. Cars
honked their approval. A
nearby monument displayed
150 pictures of soldiers killed
in the war with flowers at its
base from their loved ones.
The war was everywhere.

In Zvenyhorodka, we met
Leonid Braslavsky. The
Jewish community had a
synagogue built in 1891.
During the Soviet era, it
became part of a hospital.
Leonid showed us a moving
photo of people at a Holocaust
memorial ceremony. It takes
place annually on or close to
Victory Day in a forest with
at least five WWII massacre
sites. The monument says in
Ukrainian, “Here lie the sons
of our people, murdered by
the fascists in 1943.” Other
monuments refer to them as
Soviet citizens.

By their presence at the
memorial ceremony and by
the monument’s words, the
survivors speak directly to
us, to the victims and to G-d.

Leonid asked, “Why did
my American relatives, the
Lubarskys from Lysianka,
stop writing in the 1960s?”
Lysianka is 23 miles NNW
of Zvenyhorodka. [ heard a
different question, “I am the
child of Holocaust survivors
and don’t have a lot of rela-
tives. What happened to my

American family?”

On jewishgen.org I found
an 1893 Russian document
for a Lubarsky family in
Lysianka who subsequently
emigrated to the United
States. A second Lysianka
Lubarsky family also came
to the US. Due to the passage
of time and assimilation, they
can be hard to find.

From Lviv, I took a day trip
with guide Diana Borysenko.
We drove to Holohirky (Bare
Hills), about an hour east of
Lviv. The only evidence of
the Jewish community is a
cemetery. A friendly woman
at the village office took us
there. On a hilltop was an
empty field with a few stand-
ing headstones and a heap of
fragments overlooking the
valley below.

On the outskirts of Terno-
pil, a city with about 225,000
residents, a lot of people
stood by the roadside. Diana
opened the window. It was a
drone attack! Thousands had
stopped their cars and exited
them following official advice.
Their eyes were trained on
the skies. The attack was
miles away in the city center.
A quarter of the city lost
electricity, a fire burned for
24 four hours, and thirteen
people were injured, some
severely.

In Zbarazh, we visited
Mayor Roman Polikrowski
with historian Tatania
Fedoriv. On his own initia-
tive, the mayor arranged for
a small Jewish cemetery to
be cleaned up; Tanya docu-
mented the headstones.

That evening in Lviv, my
last night in Ukraine, I heard
the persistent sound of air
raid alerts. It was a false
alarm....

AARON GINSBURG, a Newport
native, lives in Stoughton,
Mass., and blogs at jewishnew-
port.blogspot.com.
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Local coalition to honor
Nevel for boosting R.1.-
Israel trade

BY JRI STAFF

jewishrhody.org

HATTIE IDE CHAFFEE HOME

Shanah Tovah

ROVIDENCE — The Rhode Island Coalition
for Israel (RICI) will honor Rhode Island-
Israel Collaborative founder Avi Nevel at
its annual Sy Dill Mensch of the Year Awards
Fundraiser Nov. 15.

— 20,

Home with a Heart!

State-of-the-art Rehab wing Y
Best rated by U.S. News & World Report [ENgs

Private Rooms and Bathrooms

Arts Academy  Kosher Cuisine
RI Federation Garden Club

78 years of compassionate skilled care

(401) 434.1520 | hattieidechaffee.org

200 WAMPANOAG TRAIL | RIVERSIDE, RI 02915

RICI IS INVITING pro-Israel
Rhode Islanders to “cele-
brate our accomplishments
and set our sights on future
progress by joining our
movement to stand up for
Israel, the Jewish people
and our sacred democratic
values.”

Nevel, RIIC founder
and chief executive officer,
will headline the event as
keynote speaker. In addi-
tion, he will be honored
with RICI's annual Sy Dill
Mensch of the Year Award,
which goes to “a proud
Zionist who has demon-
strated continued advo-
cacy for Israel and Jewish
causes.” Nevel will be
honored especially for sup-
porting commerce between
Israel and Rhode Island.

RICI’s Advocacy Award
will be presented to Dr.
May-Tal Sauerbrun-Cutler,
a faculty member at the
Warren Alpert Medical

School at Brown University.

She will be honored for
her work advocating on
behalf of Jewish students
at Brown and her service

as co-chair of the RIIC
healthcare committee.

In addition, the group
will present the RICI Life-
time Recognition Award to
founding RICI board mem-
ber Stanley Freedman for
his lifetime of dedication to
Israel and the Jewish com-
munity in Rhode Island.

The event will feature
an Israeli wine-tasting,
storytelling and a chance
to connect with others who
love Israel. Aside from
wine, kosher small bites
and desserts will be served.

According to the coali-
tion, space is still available
and the location will be
sent immediately upon reg-
istration via email. Armed
security will be present,
and free street parking will
be available as well as a
parking lot.

Those interested in
sponsorship should email
maria@ricoalitionforisrael.
org, both for individuals
and businesses/organiza-
tions. Registration is avail-
able at tinyurl.com/2026rici.

To All of Our Clients and Friends

L'SHANAH TOVAH!

AP
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100 Westminster Street, 16th Floor
Providence, RI 02903
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Save the dates: a season
of connection, celebration
and community

THE MONTHS AHEAD are filled
with opportunities to gather,
celebrate and make meaning-
ful memories together. Each
event below is designed to
allow community members
to strengthen one another,
spark conversations, create
joyful memories, and support
the programs and services
that help the community
thrive. Whether joining for
an intimate performance, a
gathering of friends or an
unforgettable evening, partic-
ipation helps build a stron-
ger, more connected Jewish
community.

The season opens Oct. 22
with a partnership along-
side the University of Rhode
Island Hillel for the Mandolin
and Guitar Festival. This will
bring music lovers together
for an inspiring performance.

In November, a conver-
sation will follow the Eve-
ning of Jewish Renaissance
(scheduled for Nov. 7) during
a Nov. 8 women’s brunch
under the theme “What’s old

is new again.” Guests will
enjoy thoughtful discussion,
connections and the opportu-
nity to explore ideas that res-
onate long after the weekend
concludes.

January focuses on well-
ness and renewal. Commu-
nity members are invited
to spend the “Day at the J”
Jan. 31, enjoying massage,
meditation, movement and
self-care during Wellness
Day. That evening, there will
be a special appearance by
Lauren Tetenbaum, author of

“Millennial Menopause,” for
an empowering conversation
filled with insight, laughter
and connection.

On Feb. 7, community will
gather around the table for

“La Dolce Vita,” aladies’ din-
ner — with delicious food —
celebrating friendship. Come
for the pasta, stay for the
company and leave with new
friendships and memories.

Spring brings one of the
most anticipated events of
the year. On March 20, guests

are invited to step into the
elegance and intrigue of

the Black and White Purim
Masquerade. Guests are
invited to come — masked

as someone else — for an
evening of festive surprises,
decadent treats and meaning-
ful fundraising in support of
the community.

The season concludes June
14 with the beloved Annual
Golf Classic, bringing friends,
supporters and community
partners together for a day of
camaraderie, friendly compe-
tition and philanthropy.

The community is invited
to join throughout the year
to find Jewish joy together
through connection and
investment in the collective
Jewish future.

To learn more about the
many ways to get involved,
contact Brigitte Baum, donor
recognition and events man-
ager by email at bbaum@
jewishallianceri.org.

Submitted by the Jewish
Alliance development team

Jewish Alliance launches 2026-
2027 Community Campaign,
reaches out for impact

PROVIDENCE — The Jewish
Alliance of Greater Rhode
Island has launched its 2026-
2027 Community Campaign,
a community-wide effort to
raise $3.5 million from more
than 1,350 donors by June 30,
2027.

All funds raised will
strengthen Jewish life, sup-
port essential human ser-
vices and address local and
global Jewish needs. These
collective investments
strengthen the Jewish com-
munity and enable a proac-
tive and impactful response
to evolving community needs.

Led by Campaign
Co-Chairs Reza Breakstone
and Katie Ziegler, Jewish
Alliance of Greater Rhode
Island Board Chair Marisa
Garber and President and
CEO Steven Baker, the cam-

paign reflects the power of
collective philanthropy.

“The Community Campaign
is the power behind the
engine of Jewish life,” Baker
said. “Gifts of every size
come together to support our
community today and ensure
a strong Jewish future in the
year ahead.”

Campaign dollars support
Jewish learning and camp
scholarships; youth, teen,
college, adult and senior
programming such as PJ
Library and Kosher Meals on
Wheels; community relations
and security; counseling and
social services; Holocaust
and antisemitism education;
emergency assistance; leader-
ship development; and global
Jewish partners’ human ser-
vice and connection work.

“Every gift to the Com-

munity Campaign is an
investment in people,” said
Ziegler. “Each contribution
helps strengthen the commu-
nity now and for generations
to come.”

The Alliance invites indi-
viduals, families, businesses,
foundations and community
partners to participate. Every
gift — from $5 to $5 million —
is a sign of solidarity with the
Jewish people and helps build
a stronger, more connected
and more resilient Jewish
community.

For more information,
contact Jennifer Zwirn,
chief development officer,
at jzwirn@jewishallianceri.
org.

Submitted by the Jewish

Alliance Development Team.

Edith H. Ajello

Representative, District 1

Paid for by the Committee to
Flect Edith H. Ajello

Jennifer Kiddie, Treasurer
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Building Bridges: Israeli neurotech

BY LAWRENCE M. KATZ

students Visitr

ROVIDENCE —
Innovation knows no
borders.

This summer, students from
Brown University and Ben-
Gurion University of the
Negev came together here

for the intensive two-week
“Neurotechnology Hackathon.”

WORKING SIDE by side in interdisci-
plinary teams, the students com-
bined neuroscience, engineering,
entrepreneurship and creativity

to develop innovative solutions to
real-world challenges, transforming
science into products using mar-
ket-based research and business
development. Guided by faculty
mentors and professionals from
academia and industry, the teams
tackled current challenges in neuro-
science and neurotechnology while
learning from one another across
cultures, disciplines and back-
grounds.

This is the second summer that
this program has taken place.

An introductory event at the end
of the first week was hosted by Julie
Owens, CEO of the Social Enter-
prise Greenhouse, a Rhode Island
nonprofit supporting entrepreneurs
and enterprises that create positive
social, environmental and economic
impact. She compared Rhode Island
and Israel, saying they are both
small in area but have big footprints
in technological innovation.

Avi Nevel, CEO of the Rhode
Island-Israel Collaborative, which
facilitated the collaboration, intro-
duced Professor Oren Shriki of
Ben-Gurion and Stefan Pryor, Rhode
Island’s secretary of commerce.
Pryor discussed the physical and
programmatic infrastructure in
Rhode Island that exists to assist
entrepreneurial innovators — like
the students involved in the collabo-
ration.

In 2019, Pryor and then-Gov. Gina
Raimondo participated in a trip to
Israel that promoted academic and
business ties between Rhode Island
and Israel.

Among those present at the event
were representatives of the Consul-
ate General of Israel to New England
and Eve Rubinstein of the American
Friends of Ben-Gurion University.
Some members of the audience,
including Owens and Pryor, pro-
vided feedback following each stu-

ik 5

dent presentation.

Fifteen students in four teams
presented their ideas. The first team,
named Tantoo, is developing cute
stickers that monitor biomarkers
(such as body temperature and heart
rate), tracking developing tantrums
so that parents can handle them
more effectively. Though they are a
natural part of development, prob-
lems can arise depending on how
parents handle tantrums, which
build over time rather than suddenly
breaking out.

SonaV, the second team, also
dealt with stress, though in young
adults who may lack a personalized
way to reduce distressing sounds
while remaining aware of important
social and situational information.
The team is preparing software
for earplugs and headphones that
adapts noise cancellation to specific
situations, also based on biomarkers.
This product could also be useful in
exposure therapy.

The third team, VesselLume, noted
that 80% of strokes can be prevented
just before they happen. They are
preparing a product that can use
existing devices to map compo-
nents of clots and predict the risk
of strokes. This tool would provide
continuous, frictionless physiologi-
cal tracking using bioluminescence
and could be useful in both research
and clinical applications.

Syncadian, the final team, is devel-
oping a product to detect and realign
misalignment of a person’s circadian
rhythm. A temporary solution to
a temporary problem, it might be
especially useful for doctors, pilots,
truck drivers or simply people with
jet lag. The product might be mar-

ovidence
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Neurotechnology Hackathon participants pose for a photo, along with RIIC CEO Avi Nevel
(back right) and R.I. Secretary of Commerce Stefan Pryor (back row, fourth from right).

keted especially through insurance
companies that cater to the medical
profession and other industries
where split-second decisions may be
affected by practitioners who are not
completely alert.

Neurotechnology is one of the
fastest-growing areas of science and
innovation. By combining neuro-
science with engineering, artificial
intelligence, computer science and
medicine, researchers are devel-
oping technologies that are trans-
forming our understanding of the
human brain. These advances have
the potential to improve the diag-
nosis and treatment of neurological
disorders, enhance rehabilitation,
improve mental health and create
entirely new approaches to person-
alized medicine. The ideas presented
by these students represent the next
generation of thinking in this rapidly
evolving field.

Some of the world’s greatest
innovations begin when people from
different countries and disciplines
come together to solve complex
problems. The collaboration between
Brown University and Ben-Gurion
University demonstrates the power
of international partnerships to
inspire creativity, accelerate discov-
ery and prepare future scientific and
entrepreneurial leaders. Programs
like this strengthen the growing
partnership between Rhode Island
and Israel while creating opportuni-
ties for future collaborations among
universities, researchers, healthcare
organizations, entrepreneurs, inves-
tors and industry leaders.

The collaborators for this program
are Brown University’s Carney Insti-
tute for Brain Science, Ben-Gurion

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE RHODE
ISLAND-ISRAEL COLLABORATIVE.

University and the Rhode Island-Is-
rael Collaborative.

The Robert J. and Nancy D. Carney
Institute for Brain Science brings
together neuroscientists, engineers,
physicians, computer scientists and
entrepreneurs to better understand
the brain and develop technologies
that improve human health. The
Brown-Ben-Gurion University Neu-
rotechnology Hackathon reflects the
institute’s commitment to interdis-
ciplinary research, experiential
learning and international collabo-
ration, providing students with an
opportunity to work on meaningful
challenges alongside leading faculty
members and industry professionals.

Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev, located in Beersheba, Israel,
is one of Israel’s leading research
universities and an internationally
recognized center for innovation.
BGU is renowned for excellence in
neuroscience, engineering, medicine,
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence,
sustainability and entrepreneurship.

The Rhode Island-Israel Collab-
orative is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to strengthening business,
academic, research, healthcare and
innovation partnerships between
Rhode Island and Israel. Through
strategic collaborations, educa-
tional initiatives and professional
exchanges, RIIC connects univer-
sities, researchers, entrepreneurs,
businesses and community leaders
to promote innovation, economic
growth and lasting international
relationships.

LAWRENCE M. KATZ is a board
member of the Rhode Island-Israel
Collaborative.
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R.IL labor history: The
Saylesville Massacre

SAYLESVILLE IS a charming
area today, but during the
Great Depression it was the
site of a labor strike that took
a violent turn. Strikers and
soldiers ran into the Moshas-
suck Cemetery, and bullets
struck a rabbi’s tombstone.

The Moshassuck Cemetery
is just over the line from Paw-
tucket in Central Falls. In
1870, Cantor Abraham Jacobs
organized the Congregation
Sons of David, which pur-
chased a plot of land in the
northwest corner of Moshas-
suck Cemetery, then in the
town of Lincoln (now Central
Falls) on Dec. 31 of that year.
This congregation merged
with the Congregation of the
Sons of Israel in 1874 under
the name Congregation of
the Sons of Israel and David.
They decided to buy land in
the Moshassuck Cemetery for
the burial of non-members,
relatives of members, and for
charitable cases, that is, not
for the congregation, which
had its own cemetery in
Cranston. Many other groups
bought into the cemetery over
the next 25 years. One of the
tombstones has an interest-
ing story.

During the Great Depres-
sion in 1934, there was a great
deal of labor unrest, part of

the nationwide General Tex-
tile Strike to demand better
pay and fewer hours. Some of
the Labor Day strikes were
peaceful, but not at two mills
belonging to the Manville
Jenckes Co., a textile bleach-
ing company, one of which
was adjacent to Moshassuck
Cemetery.

During the strike, the
owners decided to bring in
replacement workers across
the picket lines, where
it is said that thousands
were gathered. On Labor
Day, Sept. 3, 1934, two of
the strikebreakers tried
to push through the picket
line, but the union support-
ers would not let them. The
Rhode Island State Guard,
armed with rifles and tear
gas, attempted to move the
strikers toward the cemetery,
and a riot broke out. Strik-
ers and soldiers ran into the
cemetery, seeking cover and
vantage points. Soon several
men were hit by bullets and
died. In addition, a headstone
marking the grave of Yosef
Shaul Rabinowitz, a rabbi and
educator who died in 1893,
was struck, leaving two bullet
holes. They were intention-
ally left intact and are still
visible in the stone today, a
tangible reminder of the vio-

PHOTO | RHODE ISLAND JEWISH
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

The melee left bullet holes,
shown here, in the grave mark-
er for Yosef Shaul Rabinowitz.

lence within the cemetery in
September 1934.

The Providence Evening
Bulletin of Sept. 12, 1934,
described the cemetery
conflict in most unflattering
terms, calling the strikers

“hoodlums.” Despite the strike,

the factory continued until it
was closed in the 1960s.

To learn more about this
site, as well as others, go to
rhodetour.org/tours/show/47.

Submitted by the Rhode Island
Jewish Historical Association.

Father-daughter
‘Ride for the Living’

Madison Litwin and father, Alan, prepare for the “Ride for the Living,”
starting at the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp.

ALAN LITWIN TRAVELED to Poland with his
daughter, Madison, as part of a group orga-

nized by Temple Emanu-EIl.

“No book, movie or lecture could ever have
prepared us properly,” Litwin said.
The father-daughter duo took part in the
eleventh annual Ride For The Living, a
60-mile bike ride from Auschwitz-Birkenau

duo

PHOTO | ALAN LITWIN

to the Jewish Community Center in Krakow,
Poland. After the Nazi concentration camps

were liberated eight decades ago, many survi-

vors made the same trek — on foot.

The father-and-daughter duo then made
their way to Warsaw with the group from the
synagogue, later journeying to Ciechanow, the
town from which Litwin’s family emigrated.

TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL
1251 Middle Rd, East Greenwich, Rl

shana Tova!

Muy Yinr
New Yeow

be Filled with Happiness and Health
Contact Us: 401-885-6600 / welcome@toratyisrael.org

'y =~
@ Programs for all ages ) /-‘

ta ) Sunday School grades Pre K to 7
(V') We look forward to welcoming

you to our community!

We invite prospective members to
inquire about High Holiday Tickets

..\

Wishing everyone a Shanah Tovah -
May it be a good year, a year of peace.

Samuel D. Zurier
Rhode Island Senate

Paid for by Friends of Sam Zurier, Samuel D. Zurier, Treasurer

Lincoln Park Cemetery
Grayve for'Sale

One gravesite for sale $3,300

Includes Perpetual Care
Section 2C | Plot23 | Grave5

Call Neil: (401) 644-5810
nlkaufmanl@netscape.net
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Supporting Beit Ruth's work with
vulnerable women in Israel

BY BRAD SWARTZ

hen the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island supports

partners overseas, it does more than provide funding. It

strengthens the connections that bind the global Jewish
community and ensures that no one faces challenges alone.

THAT COMMITMENT inspired
the Alliance’s Community
Development Committee
(CDC) to fund Beit Ruth for
Young Women & Girls at
Risk, an Israeli organization
that empowers young women
overcoming trauma, abuse,
neglect and family insta-
bility. Through this year’s
Community Campaign, Beit
Ruth received an allocation,
as they have for the past
several years.

At Beit Ruth, young

place to live. They receive
therapeutic care, educa-
tional support, mentorship
and life-skills training that
help them build stable, inde-
pendent futures. For many,
it is their first experience of
safety, encouragement and
hope.

“We're so grateful for the
Jewish Alliance of Rhode
Island’s partnership with
Beit Ruth, and we’re proud
to share in the work of

CJonns”

% JUNK 17m
=REMOVAL -
&) gy )

Garage and Basement Cleanouts
Furniture Rearranging
Electronics/Mattress Disposal

“No Job Too Small, Some Jobs Too Big"

Serving Rhode Island and Nearby Massachusetts
(401)441-2406 -« jonahsjunkremoval@gmail.com

women find more than a safe

building resilience
for Israel’s girls and
young women at risk
— and for Israel itself,”
said Danielle Buren-
stein, Beit Ruth’s
executive director.
“Knowing we share in
each other’s guiding
values, especially at
this challenging time,
fills us with gratitude,

hope and resolve, and A young woman in a Beit Ruth STEM training
program works on a robot.

we thank you.”

The organization’s
mission reflects a
core Jewish value: Every
person has inherent dignity
and deserves the opportu-
nity to thrive. That belief
aligns closely with the
Alliance’s commitment to
strengthening Jewish life
in Rhode Island, Israel and
around the world.

Community Development
Committee (CDC) member
Hanina Rosenstien said,

“I value the partnership
between the Alliance and
Beit Ruth because it reflects
the heart of our community

— our commitment to caring
for one another, building
relationships and making a
lasting impact beyond our
own walls. Beit Ruth brings
incredible dedication and
purpose to its important
work, and I am grateful
that our community has

High Holy Days

During this sacred time of year, | extend my heartfelt wishes to those
celebrating the High Holy Days for a season filled with blessings,
reflection, and renewal with loved ones and community.

Providence Mayor Brett P. Smiley

TRt S L1

the opportunity to live our
values by supporting their
mission to serve some of our
most vulnerable members.”
The CDC, chaired by Sara
Miller, evaluates requests
from local and overseas
organizations, guided by the
principle that Jewish com-
munities share a responsibil-
ity for one another regard-
less of geography. That
commitment feels especially
meaningful during a time of
ongoing challenges in Israel
and across the Jewish world.
For Community Campaign
donors, support for Beit Ruth
demonstrates how local
generosity can create global
impact. Gifts made in Rhode
Island help provide counsel-
ing, education, mentorship
and stability for young
women working to overcome
extraordinary obstacles.

PHOTO | BEIT RUTH

Partnerships like Beit
Ruth illustrate the power
of collective responsibility.
Support for Beit Ruth is
made possible through gifts
to the Jewish Alliance’s
Community Campaign,
which raises critical dollars
to strengthen Jewish life
locally and globally. To learn
more about the campaign
or the allocations process,
visit jewishallianceri.org
or contact Brad Swartz,
fundraising and partner-
ship manager, at bswartz@
jewishallianceri.org.

BRAD SWARTZ (bswartz@
Jjewishallianceri.org) is the
partnerships and fundraising
manager at the Jewish Alli-
ance of Greater Rhode Island.
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Happy New Year from

REBECCA
KISLAK
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE

DISTRICT 4, PROVIDENCE

Paid for by friends of Rebecca Kislak, P.C. Box 41551, Providence Rl 02940

rebeccakislak.com

JENNIFER BOYLAN

LSHANA
TOVAH

HAPPY
EW YEAR

Representative,
House District 66

Riverside/
Barrington

DELICATEJ‘J‘EN

EsT. "7 5783

Need a Caterer for e //o&day&? Maven s/

727 EAST AVE « PAWTUCKET, RI 02860
(401) 205-8560 » MAVENSDELI.COM f En LS

SHANALH
TOVAH!

We wish you a sweet year!

From The Rhode Island
Jewish Historical Association

Shana Tovah!

May the new
year bring
joy, light, and
peace to all.

Paid for by Gabe Amo for Congress
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The Greater Providence
Hebrew Free Loan Association

Wishes You and Your Family
A Sweet and Happy
New Year!
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Osmundson Photography

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs aWeddings
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Hahn memorial:
Maintaining
the presence

of the past

PROVIDENCE — The Judge
Marjorie Yashar and Dr.
James Yashar Evening of
Jewish Renaissance (ERI),
scheduled for Nov. 7, 2026,
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., will
kick off the Hahn Memorial
Project, dedicated to the first
Jewish person to hold elected
office in Rhode Island.

The ERI, one of the Jewish
Alliance of Greater Rhode
Island’s signature programs,
will feature diverse learning
opportunities, workshops and
discussions focused on
Jewish life and culture. This
year’s theme is inspired by
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook’s
teaching that “the old will be
renewed, and the new will be
sanctified.”

Organizers say Kook’s
maxim is a reminder that
Judaism is a living tradition

— one that honors its roots
while continuing to evolve.
The Jewish people can
look to the wisdom, stories,
traditions and values of the
past. They can find new ways
to make them meaningful
and relevant today, while
also embracing new ideas,
creativity and innovation
through a Jewish lens. This
can take many forms, from
reimagining rituals and
bringing modern sensibili-
ties to centuries-old mitzvot
to finding new ways to con-
nect Jewish traditions and
values to contemporary life.

Rhode Island Jewish His-
torical Association Executive
Director Jaime Walden will
offer the evening’s keynote
address, followed by pre-
senter sessions during which
attendees can choose from a
selection of offerings.

Walden will present the
memorial project, entitled,

“A Memorial Legacy: The
Hahns of Providence.”

According to Walden, the
project tells the story of J.
Jerome Hahn, his family
and the role they played in
preserving the land that has

become part of Roger Wil-
liams National Memorial in
Providence. The Hahn memo-
rial was dedicated in 1933

in memory of Hahn’s father,
Isaac Hahn, the first Jewish
person to hold public office in
Providence.

“Through this project,”
Walden said, “RIJHA has
worked to bring this history
back to life through a travel-
ing exhibit, educational mate-
rials for students, an interac-
tive digital story and a LEGO
model of the memorial.”

“The evening’s theme fits
very closely with what RIJHA
has tried to accomplish with
its project,” Walden said. He
pointed to J. Jerome Hahn’s
writing that “the past must
be linked to the present.”

Walden said Hahn under-
stood the importance of pre-
serving the historic place for
future generations. Almost
100 years later, he noted,
RIJHA continues that work
by ensuring the story of the
Hahn family, the memorial,
and the site’s history are not
forgotten.

The project itself reflects
Rabbi Kook’s idea of taking
something from the past and
finding new ways to make
it meaningful today. It uses
technology, interactive story-
telling, educational materials
and even Legos to introduce
this history to people who
may never have known the
story. We are not changing
history but finding new ways
to tell it and connect it to
the present. In doing so, we
are continuing what Hahn
believed was so important:
preserving the past while
making sure it remains rele-
vant for future generations.

To learn more about this
event, visit jewishallianceri.
org. Session details and regis-
tration will be coming soon.

Submitted by the Jewish
Alliance Development Team



The Voice of Greater Rhode Island’s Jewish Community . REAL ESTATE

JE ‘ ;‘ / I SH BUSIIle SS & EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
Pl"()fe S Si()n al SUPERIOR STANDARDS.
RHODE i PRrOVEN REsuLTS.
& |SLAND Dlrectory

_ Larry B. Parness

I
MBA

" Nikki M. Parness
thinking inside the RIGHT box

Full service financial firm providing
Business/Individual Consulting
Tax Preparation | Financial Planning

Hones.t advice, 401-454-0900 « info@ arness.c
Great selection and Value. 595 Hope Street * Providence, RI 0290¢

TOP 1% NATIONWIDE
SALES PRODUCER

More than 35 years of
Real Estate Experience

Certified Home
Marketing Specialist

Certified Staging
Specialist

G3 COLDWELL BANKER

Z{SCHWARTZ fﬂ

APPLIANCE

DiANE LAZARUS, MBA, GRI

Group Leader - Broker Associate

You've known me for your taxes.
Now see us for the rest of your ﬁn.mcu::l story.

Serving Greater Rhode Island

WE CARRY THE BEST BRANDS SUCH AS

Moo GE L el ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS 401.640.1658 | lazawoman@cox.net

Thermador Maytag And many more!
Bosch Frigidaire /@‘ ASSOCIATED ENGINEERS
: 5 Engineers and Consultants
established 1065 Rochelle Ellen Ziegler
REALTOR®
Alan M. Salk, P.E. Ralph A. DeVivo, P.E. Licensed in R|, MA & CT

izschwartzappliance.com

401-524-3614 www.associatedengineers.net e el T ooy e e

- Top 3% of Coldwell Banker
WATCH REPAIR & SALES THERAPY Realty Worldwide

- Clients are forever grateful

) N ~ ~
I VD PSYCHOLOGICAL 1000 Division Street, Suite 15
Saltzman’s Watches ASSOCIATES =LA ,
= Exceptional Therapy and Testing in PVD M COLDWELL BANKER =
E— BT 194D i EVIDENCE-BASED THERAPY AND EVALUATIONS FOR: REALTY :
= - At -— n
/LW 3rd Generation, s Anxiety Disorders Eating Disorders
;E- LOCB”V owned and s - 4 Mood Disorders Academic Issues m SRESH :EDEH?L m ' @ @
- . nn ADHD ; ; Trauma ealtyPlus by
= operated since 1940 \/ LGBTQIA Affirming
Factory Authorized Service Center for; Swiss Army, 401-330-5882 | PVDPSYCH.COM 401 -474-0735

Fendi, Baume et Mercier, Cartier, Tag Heuer,

Movado, Philip Stein, and More HOME IMPROVEMENTS

GENUINE PARTS USED FOR ALL REPAIRS INCLUDING
er’s

ROLEX, CARTIER, AND BAUME ET MERCIER A d
~
v LUM| o
< PHILIP STEIN
VICTORINOX =3 MICHELE WHEN WOODROW WILSON WAS ‘,
sossawn . N0 B 2 e
J
_ WE’VE BEEN HERE
1024 Reservoir Ave - Cranston, Rl (401-946-0930)
Hammet’s Hotel, 4 Commercial Blvd, Newport Rl (401-841-0011) SINCE 1 9 1 9

www.saltzmans-watches.com

Rochelle.Ziegler@NEMoves.com

GERRI SCHIFFMAN

is more than a
real estate agent

Authorized Dealer Breitling, Tag Heuer, Movado, and More!

173 WICKENDEN PVD
401/421-5157 www.adlersri.com

7 Gerri is a
(= =)\ )
INSURANCE > trusted advisor

ELMAN WATCH CO. Medicare Plans e Life & Health Insurance

8 > who understands
650 Oaklawn Avenue, Unit G | Cranston, RI 02920 Property & Casualty Insurance ¢ Employee Benefits

houses inside

- Certified watch service center in . .
and out
business for over 35 years Brler & Brler
* Spedializes in restoration and repair of PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, PERSONAL ATTENTION ‘ )
modern and antique timepieces ’ EXPERIENCE INTEGRITY RESULTS

Offices in Warwick, Providence, and Boynton Beach, FL

-Serrvicf; higlci-erld :rland; ?m[!udinw (401) 751-2990 | www.brier-brier.com - 401-474-3733
ag Heuer, Cartier, Rolex, Brietling, 2 :, 0 .
Movado, Ebel, and Raymond Weil wem Residential gerrischiffman.com

Jacob N.S. Brier msa, pHRe  Jeffrey G. Brier CLU, ChFC CASL S PROPERTIES 1o
jacob@brier-brier.com jorier@brier-brier.com

gerri@residentialproperties.com

401.946.5158 | www.delmanwatch.com




38 # SEPTEMBER 2026

Jewish Rhode Island

jewishrhody.org

OBITUARIES

Miriam Hadassah Babin, 72
FALL RIVER — Miriam
Hadassah Babin, 72, of
Fall River, passed away
unexpectedly Aug. 19.

Born in Chicago, she was
the daughter of the late Rabbi
Moshe and Helen (Klein)

Babin.

A graduate of B.M.C. Durfee
High School, class of 1971,
Miriam went on to earn a
bachelor’s degree from Bar-
nard College in 1975 and a law
degree from Boston University
in 1978. She was an accom-

More than 26 years of dedicated service

The only Family-Owned
Jewish Funeral Home

in Rhode Island
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Adam G. Smith
Licensed Funeral Director

Michael D. Smith
Licensed Funeral Director

Rebecca Falvey
Licensed Funeral Director

DELVE DEEPER | FALL 2026

The World
Behind the Bible

Instructor: Mark Leuchter

plished attorney, beginning
her practice as an assistant
district attorney in Bristol
County. She went on to estab-
lish her own firm and then
worked in the probate court in
Bristol County.

Miriam was a member of
Temple Emanu-El in Prov-
idence for many years. A
skilled seamstress, Miriam
was the designated tailor for
her family, making all of her
nieces, nephews, great-neph-
ews and great-niece their baby
blankets and countless other
beautiful handmade pieces of
art.

She is survived by her two
loving sisters, Nehama Babin
of Bethesda, Maryland, and
Dena Levine and her hus-
band, Stuart, of Barrington,
Rhode Island; two nephews,
Daniel Rosenthal and his wife,
Elizabeth Shaw, and Nathan-
iel Levine and his wife, Sarah
Bakst; three nieces, Abigail
Levine and her husband,
Kevin Dillener, Rebecca
Levine and her husband,
Daniel Heller, and Sarah
Rosenthal and her husband,
Erik Laby; four great-neph-
ews, Samuel Rosenthal-Shaw,
Ethan Heller, Ezekiel Heller
and Max Bakst-Levine; and
one great-niece, Emma Rosen-
thal-Shaw.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-

tions in her memory may be
made to the Jewish Theolog-
ical Seminary Development
Fund or the Massachusetts
Bar Foundation.

J. Richard Rose, 77
WARWICK, R.I. - J. Richard
i .’!{ “Rich”
Rose, 77,
passed away
peacefully at
3 Rhode Island
x 1 Hospital on
June 24, 2026,

with his loving wife, Francine,
by his side. They celebrated
their 20th Anniversary in May
2026 vacationing in Virginia.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Rich
was raised by his parents,
Harry and Martha (Karp)
Rose, in Queens and Westbury,
New York, where he treasured
the lifelong relationships he
formed with his relatives and
friends. He graduated from
Hicksville High School and
earned a B.S. from the Univer-
sity of the State of New York.

Rich’s career in health care
started when he was a psychi-
atric attendant at Creedmoor
Psychiatric Center and in a
laboratory in a hospital in
New York. In the early 1990s,
Rich moved to Rhode Island,
where he was a supervisor
of the blood bank at Rhode
Island Hospital. He also vol-

unteered in a soup kitchen in
Providence. In the 2000s, Rich
worked at Bay State Medical
in Springfield, Massachusetts;
Sturdy Memorial in Attleboro,
Massachusetts; and Brockton
Hospital in Brockton, Mas-
sachusetts as a laboratory
supervisor. He taught clinical
laboratory at Bristol Com-
munity College in Fall River,
Massachusetts, and Stonehill
College in Easton, Massachu-
setts. He took pleasure in men-
toring students and employ-
ees. He obtained an M.S. in
Labor Relations and Human
Resources from the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island in 2006.
His seminar research paper
“Condition Critical: Ameri-
can Hospitals Face a Severe
Undersupply of Allied Health
Professionals” is published in
DigitalCommons@URI. Rich
was a lifetime learner and
obtained a Master of Science
in Jurisprudence from Seton
Hall Law School and a certif-
icate from the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law.
Rich was an avid Mets fan
and was proud to be a URI
alumni. His interest in jazz
music started when he was
young and listening to John
Coltrane. With Francine he
attended numerous music fes-
tivals and travelled through
the U.S. and Europe to numer-

This course will look at the way the Hebrew Bible came
together across centuries of ideas and experiences from
the social groups behind the texts. It will examine familiar
motifs and tales such as creation, the Exodus, law, wisdom,
and sacrifice, but will also discuss the role of cultural
memory, social cognition, language, and the function of

When:

Wednesdays, 7:00-9:00 PM
Beginning September 30

Cost:

$250
(Scholarships available)

media and art in the world standing behind the creation
of these texts. The authors and audiences in antiquity
left their imprint on the literature that survived them,
and the course will explore the relationship between this
literature and the communities that they formed over
countless generations of readership.

Enrollment:

To learn more and to register, visit www.delvedeeper.org
or go directly to http://tinyurl.com/mtch5hmy

Delve Deeper is an adult education initiative that brings dynamic teachers to present in-depth, university-level Judaic courses to a diverse group of adult learners. Delve Deeper programs are presented in cooperation
with the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island and area synagogues Congregation Beth Shalom, Congregation Jeshuat Yisrael, Temple Beth-El, Temple Emanu-EL, Temple Habonim, Temple Sinai, and Temple Torat
Yisrael, and the Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island. Financial support is provided by the Joseph and Jacqueline Teverow Memorial Fund at the Jewish Federation Foundation of Greater Rhode Island.
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ous art museums. During
summers, Rich and Francine
relished in a picnic lunch and
listening to classical music
on the lawn at Tanglewood in
Lenox, Massachusetts.

In addition to his wife, he
is survived by his brother,
Steve, and his wife, Karin, of
Charlottesville, Virginia; his
sister, Faren, of Los Angeles;
his nephew, Quinn; his niece,
Molly; and great nieces, Lola
and Ramona Boothman.

Rich’s caring and warm
demeanor, his devotion to his
wife, his brilliance and humor
will be missed.

David L. Salk, 71
PROVIDENCE — David L.
'-'4\‘?-‘ Salk, 71,

' died Sunday,

-~ Aug.9at
Rhode Island
Hospital.

| He was the
beloved
husband of Lori (Levin)

Salk for 41 years. Born in
Providence, a son of the late
Lewis and Charlotte (Gilden)
Salk, he had lived in Cranston
for 33 years, previously living
in Warwick. He worked in
business paper sales for over
20 years and for Verizon
selling plans and phones for 11
years, retiring in 2022.

David was a graduate of
Pilgrim High School Class of
73 and Bryant College Class
of ’80. He was a member of
Touro Fraternal Association.
David enjoyed baseball and
was a huge Red Sox fan. He
also liked golf, skiing, walking
and cats.

Devoted father of Tyler and
Brandon Salk. Dear brother of
Richard Salk and his wife Cate
of Warwick and Amy Rotten-
berg and her husband Jim of
Clarksburg, Md.

Contributions in his mem-
ory may be made to Kidney
Cancer Foundation through
the American Cancer Society.

Roberta A. Shuman, 91
PROVIDENCE Roberta

A. “Bobby”
Shuman, 91,
of Lake Suzy,
Fla., died Aug.
13. She was
the beloved
X "N wife of the late
Salomon Shuman, her devoted
husband of 52 years who
predeceased her.

Born in Providence, a daugh-
ter of the late Rose (Schoen-
berg) and Paul Goldstein, she
lived in Providence, Warwick
and Narragansett until moving
to Florida in 1991.

Bobby was a legal secretary
for many years, both in Rhode
Island and in Florida. She was
the first and founding pres-
ident of the PTA for Cottrell
F. Hoxsie School in Warwick.

She was a member of Temple
Beth Am in Warwick for 35
years, and in Florida she was
a member of Temple Beth El in
North Port from 1992. There
she served as president for two
years, and was a member of
its Sisterhood, where she was
also president for two years.
She was a member of ORT’s
Affinity (book review group),
was an avid needlewoman and
enjoyed mahjong, gardening
and other activities. She was
an active member of Kings
Island Homeowners Associ-
ation and served as its secre-
tary.

She leaves two beloved
daughters, Cindy Shuman
(David Bernstein) of West
Greenwich, R.I,, and Risa Shu-
man (Peter Gerard) of Foster,
R.I.; dear brother Sheldon
Goldstein of Jacksonville, Fla.;
and many nieces, nephews and
cousins. She also leaves her
beloved dog, Hope, who lives
with Risa and Peter in Foster,
and cats Lance and Talli.

In lieu of flowers donations
may be made to the charity of
your choice in her name.

Claire Silverman, 94
WARWICK, R.I. — Claire
Silverman, 94, a woman whose
eye for beauty and whose
warmth toward everyone she
met left an indelible mark on
all who knew her, died Aug.
14. She was the beloved wife of
the late Arthur Silverman for
59 years.

For more than 50 years,
Claire was the heart and soul
of Antique Haven, her beloved
shop in historic Pawtuxet,
where her extraordinary gift
for spotting beauty and his-
tory in the smallest of objects
became the stuff of local
legend. She had a rare talent:
an antique savant in the truest
sense, able to look at a piece
and see not just its worth, but
its story. Customers came for
the treasures, but they stayed
for Claire — her warmth,
her stories and the way she
made every person who
walked through her door feel
like they’d found not just an
antique, but a friend. Antique
Haven was never simply a
business; it was an extension
of who Claire was: a place
built on curiosity, history and
love.

It was Claire’s gift for peo-
ple, even more than her gift
for antiques, that defined her.
She had an uncanny ability to
bring out the best in everyone
she met — family, friends and
strangers alike. She listened.
She encouraged. She believed
in people, often before they
believed in themselves. Kind-
hearted, active and endlessly
warm, Claire moved through
life with a generosity of spirit

that made the people around
her feel steadier, brighter

and more capable simply for
having known her. Claire was
a former member of Temple
Sinai and its sisterhood and a
member of the former Temple
Beth Am. She was a member
of Hadassah and the Antique
Association.

Claire was the devoted
mother of Beth Dodier of
Warwick and the late Steven
Silverman, whose memory
she carried with her always.
She was the dear sister of
Shirley Schreiber of Warwick;
beloved grandmother of Jason
Dodier and his fiancée, Nima
Saleh, and Shelby Guerra
and her husband, Mitch, of
Coventry; and the cherished
great-grandmother of Grant
and Eleanora, who brought
her boundless joy in her later
years.

Claire’s legacy lives on in
every life she touched —in
the treasures she uncovered
and passed along, in the shop
she built with her own hands
and heart and in the countless
people who left her presence
feeling a little more seen, a
little more valued and a little
more themselves. She will be
remembered not only for what
she found, but for what she
gave: her time, her wisdom,
her kindness and her unwav-
ering belief in the goodness of
others.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions in her memory may be
made to American Parkinson
Disease Association, P.O. Box
41659, Providence, R.I. 02940.

Claire Silverman leaves
behind a legacy of love,
beauty and generosity that
will endure for generations to
come.

Bernard Wasserman, 96
PROVIDENCE — Bernard

ﬁ? Wasserman,
E/ 5 96, of
o Providence,

i

@ passed away

Ky peacefully
‘ Aug. 14 at his
residence.

He was the devoted husband
of Ina (Dwares) Wasserman,
with whom he had shared
aremarkable 69 years of
marriage.

Born in Brooklyn, a son
of the late Joseph and Faye
Wasserman, Bernie spent
his youth in New York before
relocating to Providence many
years ago.

A veteran of the United
States Navy, Bernie served
during the Korean conflict.
He later earned a bachelor’s
degree from Lowell Techno-
logical Institute and spent
many years as a real estate
developer before retiring.

Bernie always made every

effort to attend his grandchil-
dren’s sporting activities, from
golf to field hockey to football.
Bernie would be found on

the sidelines cheering for his
grandchildren.

Until the very end, at the age
of 96, he continued to attend
the kids’ games and traveled
to the finals in Connecticut
last fall. He would spend the
night at a hotel to ensure he
was there to cheer them on.

In addition to his wife, Ina,
Bernie is survived by his sons,
Richard Wasserman and his
wife, Kristiana, of Seekonk,
Massachusetts, and David

Wasserman and his wife, Kate
Solomon, of Scarsdale, New
York. He also has six grand-
children and six great-grand-
children, along with his
brother and sister-in-law,
Donald and Bonnie Dwares.

Bernie was a devoted
philanthropist and was espe-
cially fond of the Marc Adam
Dwares Fund at Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute. In Bernie’s
honor, the family kindly asks
that donations be made to the
Marc Adam Dwares Fund at
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,
450 Brookline Avenue, Boston
MA. 02215.

TAKING CARE OF EACH OTHER
is what community is all about.

FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY, we've proudly served our

Jewish community with personal, compassionate care. As

your Dignity Memorial® professionals, we are dedicated to

helping families create a personal, meaningful memorial
that truly honors the life it represents.
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MEMORIAL CHAPEL

458 Hope St.,

Providence

401-331-8094 SugarmanSinai.com

Dignity-
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With 20 years’ experience we continue to
create personalized, meaningful
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English. Relevant etching can be included.
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Beverly Abowitt

Marsha Addessi

William & Amabel Allen
Emily & Quentin Anthony
Neal and Joanne Askuvich
Joyce Abrams Ball

Esta & Fred Barcohana
John J. Barry Il

Nancy & Howard Bassel

Stephen & Francine
Beranbaum

Amy Dworman Bianco

Arnold & Ruth Blasbalg

Dr. Neil L. Blitz & Roslyn Birke
Mr. Jonathan Blum

Rich Brandt

Bart & Elise Bresnik

Neal Bromley

Seymour and Marsha Brooks
Rhoda Broomfield

Jeffrey & Barbara Horovitz
Brown

Cantor Remmie & Marjorie
Brown

Sandra & Fred Brown
Edward & Maureen Canner
Drs. Nancy & Ralf Carriuolo
Deborah Catone

Gerald & Esta Cohen

Marcia Cohen, in memory of
Elie J. Cohen, M.D.

Marshall Cohen

Dr. & Mrs. Martin L. Cohen
Pauline Cohen (z"l)
Richard & Dana Cohen
Joseph & Denise Cornwall

Dr. Robert (z'l) &
Mrs. Adele Curhan

Barry & Rosanne Dana
Cornelis & Kathryn de Boer
Michael Deaett

David & Karen DeForest

Ms. Patricia Del Padre-Myers

Jane A. Desforges &
Michael J. White

Steven & Esther Dinerman

Sandra Bresler Dolan in
memory of her husband Hal

Sally T. Dowling

Cantor Steven & Myrna Dress
John Duhamel

Carol Golden & Stuart Einhorn
Linda Eisenmann

Arline Elman

Helga Elsner

Jerry and Bev Engel

Michael Entin

Fred Felder

Cynthia Feldman

Barbara & Edward Feldstein
& Family

Dr. & Mrs. Scott Fertik

Melvin & Natalie Fleischer
Samuel & Susan Fleisig
Herbert (z'l) & Judith Fogel
Joan & George Foley

Fred J. Franklin

Michael Burk & Seena Franklin

Rabbi Wayne & Dr. Anne
Presser Franklin

Carl |. Freedman &
Beverly Ehrich

Laura Freedman &
David Pedrick

Rachel Furman

Alvin & Lauren Gabrilowitz
Shelley Katsh & Mark Gabry
Howard and Sheila Galitsky
Gail & Jim Galkin

David Gardner

Elizabeth Garofano

Phillip & Sylvia Geller
Roberta & Barry Gilstein
Ms. Barbara Glaude

Rosalie Goldman

Charlotte Gorodetsky
Lenore Gorodetsky

Lois Graboys

Robert & Robin Greenberg
David Greene

Alice & Ira (z'l) Gross
Gerald & Rhoda Grossman
Gary & Jeanette (z'l) Gurwitz

Janet H. Engelhart (z'l) & Rabbi
Leslie Y. Gutterman

Judith & Stephen Hay

Dr. & Mrs. James K. Herstoff
Robert & Eleanor Hoffman
Alan Holoff

Walter & Dodi Horowitz
Sheila & Dom Indindoli
Marilyn D. Kagan

Mr. & Mrs. Fredric S. Kamin
Lila & Kevin Kane

Esta & Sanford Karp

Barbara Kaskosz & Nancy
Abeshaus in memory of Mr.
& Mrs. James Abeshaus

Lawrence & Marilyn Katz
Dr. Jerald & Mrs. Leslie Katz
Norma & Bob Kaufman
Marty Kenner

Dr. Martin J. Kerzer

Donna Kimmel

Helene Klein

Carol Knopf

Sandra Bornstein

Lon Kopit

In Memory of Evelyn &
Eli Krasnoff

Sherry Kriss & Richard
A. Saltzman

Richard & Bernice Kumins
Russell Kushner & Isabel Kogos

Tamara Labush

Jerrold L. (z'l) & Barbara S.
Lavine

Freda Lehrer
Dr. Mayer & Judy Levitt
Steven & Donna Levy

Phyllis Lichaa in memory of
Albert Lichaa

Moshe & Toby Liebowitz
Allen Litchman

Mrs. Henry Litchman (z'l)
Alan & Marianne Litwin
Toby & David London
Louis & Valerie Long

Ellie Lupo

Pamela & Ron Mann
Shlomo Marcovich
Sandra Marcowitz
Eugenia Marks

Daniel & Ivy Marwil
Benjamin & Barbara Mer
Howard & Sue Meyerson
Ann Miller & Henr:i Flikier
Ms. Elayne Moe

Sharon & Michael Monsour
Marion L. Myers

Dianne & Martin Newman
Linda Kassed Nieberg
Michael B. Nulman
Phyllis Oelbaum

Barbara Feibelman &
Kenneth Orenstein

Ronna Orleck

Tillie Orleck

Fran & Bill Ostendorf

Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Page
Beverly Paris

Robert & Marjorie Pelcovits

Edward Baram (z"l)
& Judith Peloquin

Dov & Cynthia Pick
Miriam Plitt

Jason & Jo-Ann Polsky
Barbara Portney

Dr. Roy M. & June Poses
Ried & Mindy Redlich
Linda Reich

Dr. & Mrs. Neal Rogol
Thomas Rose

David Rosen

Professor William &
Sandra Rosen

Alan & Avis Gunther Rosenberg

Rabbi James Rosenberg &
Sandra Mattison Rosenberg

Mindy Rosenbloom, M.D.
& Stuart Schwartz, M.D.

Dr. Fred & Sally Rotenberg
Edward & Lorraine Rotmer
Leon J. Rubin
Sandra Rubin

viable.

JEWISH
o

RHODE
ISLAND

n behalf of the Jewish Rhode Island

team, I want to thank every

contributor to the annual Patron
Campaign. We are grateful for your
generosity. Jewish Rhode Island relies on
your support, along with advertising
revenue and an allocation from the Jewish
Federation Foundation, to stay strong and

This year, 275 donors gave $21,137. We hope
you like what you are reading. If you do,
please tell your friends and relatives. If you
have ideas and suggestions, let us know.

— Dan Margolis, Editor

Alan & Laurie Salk

Hilary & Stephen (z"l) Salk &
Ruth Ross (z'l)

Robert & Elaine Sandy

Dr. Steven & Mrs. Naomi
Schechter

Schein Family Foundation
Barry & Libby Schiller

Dr. Ronald & Carol Schwartz
Betty & Michael Seidman

In Loving Memory of Laura B.
Fixman, M.D. by Kenath J.
Shamir, M.D.

Audrey Shapiro

Dr. Aaron J. & Rochelle Shatkin
Barbara & Arthur Sheer

Ellen and Barry Shepard

Anne & Gerald (z'l) Sherman
Richard & Linda Silverman
Rita Slom

Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation
Marcia & Ronald Sohn

Phyllis Solod

Joan Solomon

Hilary Spatz & Max Levine
David Spitzman

Marvin Stark & Miriam
Abrams-Stark

David Steinberg

Cliff Stern & Karen
Drucker-Stern

Leslie Stern-Charis &
Philip Charis

Jeff Stoloff

Martha Stone

Arthur and Marie Strauss
Sylvia Strauss

Daniel (z'l) & Rose Subotnik
Brian Sullivan & Justin Foster
David Talan

Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow
Stephen & Eleanor Thal

Jill and Michael Thaler
Rabbi Herb & Suzy Tobin
Mel A. Topf

Jeffrey & Deb Trust & Family
Mark and Zoya Tseytlin
Rosa & Victor (z'l) Tulenfeld
Bruce & Lynn Vinacco
Joyce & Larry (z'l) Wacks
Matthew Weber

Ruth, Audrey, & Deb Weinreich
in memory of Irving
Weinreich

Edward Weintraub in memory
of his wife Jacqueline

David & Jing Weisberg

The Weiss Family: Howard &
Elaine Weiss and Jonathan
(z"l) & Aleen Weiss

Robin Weiss
Charles & Joy Wharton
Henry and Arlene Winkleman

The Harold A. Winstead
Charitable Foundation

Fredda & Stuart Yarlas
Carol Yarnel
Thomas Yioryi-Stein

Professor Mel & Mrs. Cindy
Yoken

Etta Zasloff

Charles & Rochelle Ziegler
Faye Zuckerman
Anonymous (61)

z”l — of blessed memory

Contributions received
after July 15, 2026 will be
recognized in next year’s
Patron Honor Roll.





