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Greenhouse & Nursery | Garden Center
Equipment Center - Sales, Parts & Service
Florist & Gift Shop | Landscape Division
Curb pick up and delivery available

2601 E. 5th Street, Washington, MO ¢ 636-239-6729 » www.hillermann.com
Garden Center Hours: Monday - Sunday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
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STARTS HERE!
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Come check out our large supply
of home & garden essentials:

Hanging baskets ¢ Veggies
Home/Garden Decor * Mulch « Compost
Top soil * Rock * Bubbling Rocks
Fire pits * Flag stone ¢ Boulders
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918 Hwy. M Hours: Mon - Closed + Tues-Friday 9-5 * Sat 8-4 » Sun 12-4

636-456-8045 918 E Hwy M « Truesdale, MO 63380




HOME & GARDEN | PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Plant Summer-Blooming Bulbs

Spring is the time to plant summer-blooming bulbs, such
as dahlias, gladiolas, lilies, calladiums and elephant ears.
Bulbs should be stored in a cool, dry place until all danger
of frost has passed. Then it’s time to plant.

WHEN TO PLANT
Exactly when you plant will depend on what planting
zone you live in. According to GardenDesign.com, in colder
climates such as USDA Zones 4 to 7, summer-flowering
bulbs should be planted in mid to late spring (May to June),
and in Zones 8 to 10, in early to mid spring (late March to
May).

HOW TO PLANT

The best resource for knowing how deep to plant your
bulbs is the packaging they came in. In general, dig a hole
that’s 2-3 times as deep as the bulb is tall. The pointy side of
the bulb should face up. The roots should face down. Give
the bulbs a good watering. Continue watering whenever
the soil is dry. Keep in mind that over-watering can cause
the bulb to rot.

MIND YOUR SOIL
Most bulbs need rich soil, so mix some compost into your
soil for the best results, especially if your soil is heavy clay
or has poor drainage. Loamy or slightly sandy soil is ideal.

PREVENT WEEDS
The best way to prevent weeds is to add 2-3 inches of mulch on top
of your flower-beds. Bulbs can easily grow up through the mulch.
Weeds will have a harder time. Weed barrier fabric is not ideal to use
when planting bulbs, because it can prevent moisture from reaching
the roots of the developing bulb. If you must use weed barrier fabric,
cut slits in the fabric at the site of each bulb.

PLANT FOR VISUAL EFFECT
Consider when your flowers will bloom to provide blooms all sea-
son long. Different plants bloom at different times during the season.
Others, such as seedum, daylilies, hosta or bleeding heart, will bloom
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Consult Longtfield Gardens’ Bloom Time Chart for Spring and Sum-
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HOME & GARDEN | PESTS

Plants to Repel Mosquitoes

While you should welcome some insects to your gardens — remem-
ber those pollinators? — there are other pests that are less welcome.
Among those are the scourge of the summer months, the mosquito.

WHAT ARE MOSQUITOES?

Mosquitoes cause the most deaths of any other animal taxonomy
per year, killing more than 700,000 people annually. Mosquitoes
feed on the blood of host animals, including
humans, and transfer pathogens from host to
host.

Diseases such as malaria, Chikungunya,
West Nile virus, dengue fever and others are
spread from mosquito bites. In humans, mos-
quitoes appear to prefer people with type O
blood, heavy breathers and pregnant women.

Most mosquitoes feed during dawn or dusk
and rest during the heat of the day.

REPELLING MOSQUITOES
There are a host of mosquito repellents on the market.
Candles, bracelets, sprays, zappers, they all work, usually with some
chemical help. But there’s also a natural way to go.
Many plants will help keep mosquitoes from invading your space.
Here’s a list of plants with mosquito-repellent properties to help keep
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Let us help you design an

insurance plan that's right for you.

your garden pest-free this summer.

« Lavender and marigolds. These flowering plants emit a smell that
deters mosquitoes. You can grow both of these in pots and they give
you gorgeous blooms to boot.

e Citronella. You may be familiar with the citronella candles, but
those things get their distinctive smell from the citronella plant. It
and other lemon-scented plants repel mosquitoes.

¢ Rosemary, basil and sage. These kitchen
herbs also keep mosquitoes and other pests
away from your home. Both do well in con-
tainers or in the ground.

e Bee balm. This pollinator-friendly plant
also keeps mosquitoes away. Crush the leaves
to release the repellent oils.

e Allium. These bulbs are the family that
brings you garlic and onions. They release a
strong smell that mosquitoes don't like.

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO?

While making the environment inhospitable to mosquitoes is a
great way to keep them away, you also need to make sure you aren'’t
doing them any favors. Eliminate standing water as much as possible
and treat pools and ponds to keep mosquitoes from laying their eggs
there.
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Kelly Hill

201 Northwest Ave.
Wright City, MO 63390

636-745-2514

khill@shelterinsurance.com

Your House,
Your Shelter
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HOME & GARDEN | EXTERIORS

Protect Your Siding Warranty

Your home’s siding protects the structure
of your home, but what protects your siding?
The warranty.

Whether you're shopping for new siding
or interested in maintaining the value of
your current siding, it’s important to under-
stand how siding warranties work. That way
you’ll know what will be covered and what
will not, and you can maintain your siding
accordingly.

Labor or materials — Your siding manu-
facturer will likely provide a warranty on the
siding itself. The installer might warranty the
installation job, to be sure it’s installed in ac-
cordance with the manufacturer’s specifica-
tions. Your installer should be able to explain
the warranty options for both. In general,
warranties that last longer or provide more
protection will be more expensive.

Consider how much the protection is
worth to you. Would you have room in your
budget to replace siding in a situation in
which the materials and labor would not be
covered? It might be worth spending a little
more upfront to prevent major expenses
later.

Coverage limits — What’s covered by the
warranty will also vary among manufacturer,
product grade and material. A warranty may
include protection from insects, hale, rot, de-
lamination, excessive fading, peeling, crack-
ing, rusting, corroding and more. Warranties
will differ based on the material.

Wood siding is much more susceptible to
damage from things like water and insects,
whereas composite siding is much more du-
rable, with the ability to resist severe weather
and repel insects.

Term — The term of the loan is another
important consideration. Many manufac-
turers offer a limited lifetime warranty. If the
warranty covers only a set period, such as 50
years, check whether the warranty is pro-rat-
ed. This means that the older the siding is at
the time of a claim, the less the manufacturer
will pay. If you are remodeling a home to sell
or intend to sell in the near future, consider
whether the warranty can be transferred to
new owners. This feature could increase the
value of the home. Be sure to let the new
owners know how to take advantage of the
transfer. There is usually a time limit in which

the transfer must be completed, such as 30
or 45 days after the sale of the home. Some
features of the warranty may not transfer, and
the term may be reduced after the transfer.
Routine maintenance — The siding man-
ufacturer will likely require that you keep
the siding maintained to a certain standard.
For example, you may be required to use
a soft-bristled brush as opposed to a pres-
sure-washer. The manufacturer will offer rec-
ommended products to clean the siding and
warn against using strong chemical cleaners.
Damage caused by issues such as mold
left on the surface of the siding may not be
covered. The warranty may also prohibit
you from painting, varnishing or otherwise
refinishing your siding.

GET A NEW LOOK FOR YOUR HOME
WITH THE HELP OF A HOMETOWN EXPERT!

801 LOUIS ST.
WARRENTON

LOCAL & VETERAN-OWNED

FREEDOM

RESTORATION & RODIFING & SIDHING w

WINDOWS

800-833-0423
FREEDOMROOFINGMO.COM

FIND US ON le
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HOME & GARDEN | PROJECTS

Spring. .
Renew. Refresh. } St

Construction Loans

It's SPRING!

Let us put fresh eves on vour policy.
New homeowner? Looking to save on
vour existing coverage? New equipment
on vour farm? No matter how big or
small... vour quote is FREE and we
would love to earn vour business.

If you're building a new home, come see Karen. She will
work with you one-on-one throughout the building process
to take you from blueprints, to the welcome mat.

We offer:

* Interest-only during construction

” . L . e . : , * Competitive rates and closing costs
‘* I B 4 A i / &

* Local decisions made by local lenders

* Permanent Fixed-Rate financing upon

Spark a Conversation in Your Yard

Call Karen today! (314) 323-4115

Wood-burning fire pits are wonderful focal points for the gathering solidly with a hand tamper.
space in your yard.
Bonus: They're easy to build in an afternoon. Here’s how. WHAT YOU’LL NEED
You'll need trapezoidal blocks, which are more narrow on one side Karen Gentry
SELECT A SITE to allow the edges to fit snugly together in a circle. The bottom of Loan Officer
Before you even look at your yard, you need to check with local re- the fire pit will be crushed gravel paver base, available at your local
strictions, building codes and homeowners association rules to make hardware store, that’s about five inches thick. Put the gravel down NMLS# 1229583
sure you can have a fire pit. You'll also need to read your homeown- and then wet it with a hose and tamp it down. Make sure the surface p. (636) 235-0693
ers policy to make sure it doesn’t affect your coverage. Choose a site remains level.
well away from the house and with plenty of room to sit around the Put down the first layer of blocks around the hole, checking that it
W y / / ’ a fire. Clear away any plants and debris from your site. remains level as you work.
FARMERS If you need to, add leveling sand beneath blocks to keep it straight. .
. € .9 uroe GET READY TO BUILD Assemble the next row of blocks, staggering the joints. Before you add Success Starts Here. |¥I First State_
i t é e wa To make a circular pit, put a stake in the center of the site and mark adhesive, put in the fire bowl or ring to check the fit. Make sure the lip * Commumty Bank
y" out a circle where you want the pit to go. The diameter you draw out rests on the edge and adjust the positioning as needed. After you've
Cn Ssopconss Coverage throughout Missouri should be slightly larger than the outside dimensions of the fire pit checked to make sure it fits well, then reassemble the blocks with
“ : Call 636.456.3629 ring you're going to build. construction adhesive. Test fit each layer before you add adhesive. CUNNECT WITH Us ° n m
www.fmwarco.com Clear out the sod and dirt down to a depth of about seven inches Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for your adhesive to deter- Warrenton | 1022 N. Highway 47 | 607 State Hwy 47| (636) 456-6176

and keep the area level as you work. Pack the remaining dirt down mine how long it needs to cure before you can use your fire pit. www.fsch.com | NMLS #412605 | Member FDIC Y
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HOME & GARDEN | SPRING GARDENING

Pruning Basics

Many perennial plants need a spring pruning. Their foliage may
provide protection during the winter, but by spring, it’s time to prune
in order to encourage new growth. This means pruning is an essential
part of your spring gardening plans.

Here are some pruning basics to get you started.

WHEN TO PRUNE

According to the Old Farmers Almanac, the timing of pruning a tree
or shrub depends mostly on when it blooms and whether it blooms
on old or new growth. In general, plants that flower after midsummer
should be pruned in the spring, while those that bloom in winter,
spring and early summer should be pruned soon after flowering.

Burger Farm and Garden Center reminds gardeners that while an
ill-timed pruning may lead to fewer flowers and fruits, it is rarely fatal
to the plant.

WHAT TO PRUNE

Fruit trees such as apple, cherry, peach and plum, and vines such
as trumpet vine and wisteria, should be pruned in early spring.
Spring-flowering shrubs such as lilacs and rhododendrons need to be
pruned as soon as their early-spring blooms have faded. This will help
ensure a good bloom next year.

According to TheSpruce. com, Black-eyed Susan, gay-feather, purple
coneflower and globe thistle seed heads are great food for birds, so
leave them be until early spring, while coral bells, delphiniums, hos-
tas, turtleheads and mums need the protection of their foliage during
winter. Don’t cut them back until spring.

PRUNING TOOLS
It's important to keep your pruning tools sharp. While a plant can
easily recover form a clean cut, a botched cut can weaken the plant
and make the plant susceptible to disease. Sharpen shears and clip-
pers, and oil moving parts to keep them working smoothly.

HOW TO PRUNE

Some plants need more aggressive pruning than others. Consult the
Old Farmers Almanac or your local extension service for particulars
on how much to prune a particular shrub or plant.

In general, when pruning a tree, begin with removing any dead or
dying branches, as well as any “suckers” — sprouts emerging from the
base of the trunk. Make clean cuts flush to the branch, with no part of
the growth remaining. Also remove “water- sprouts,” which are small,
straight vertical shoots growing on the main branches.

Thin out the tree by removing branches that grow downward, to-
ward the center of the tree or that cross paths with another branch, as
well as any limbs along the trunk that are bigger in diameter than the
trunk.

Then focus on evening out the branches and removing competing
branches. Finally, prune the tree from the outer-most growth to give it

a pleasing shape, and promote the growth of shorter, thicker branches.

IntoA New

BUILDING
OR
BUYING?!

As a community bank, we
understand that your home is
one of the most important
investments you will ever make.

The Missouri Bank has a home

loan product to fit your needs

with competitive interest rates
and flexible terms!

0636-456-3441
Call Us Or Visit Our Website
For More Information!

Warrenton | Wentzville | Sedalia
Foristell | Hermann | Smithton
Columbia N | Columbia S

www.TheMissouriBank.com

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender
TMB NMLS# 543559




HOME & GARDEN | INDOOR COMFORT
Keeping
Your Cool

Hotter weather means running your air conditioner more to keep
you and your family cool inside the house. For many families, that
means more of an expense when it comes to the utility bills.

There are things you can do to help minimize the expense and
keep your home and your family as cool as can be.

HVAC MAINTENANCE

Here’s a checklist for keeping your air conditioner running in tip-
top condition.

Make sure that the visible parts of your system are clean and free
of debris. Your components should have at least two feet of clear
space around them. Regularly inspect your refrigerant lines for
leaks.

There are two lines, typically copper, that connect your outdoor
air conditioner to the indoor evaporator coil.

You should also regularly replace the system’s filter with a
high-quality filter and continue to do so every 90 days. If your sys-
tem has a humidifier filter, you could replace it at the beginning of
the heating system.

Another annual task to complete is to lubricate the HVAC motor
and replace the fan belt, if needed.

Clean your condensation drain line with bleach to keep it free of
algae and other debris, which will allow your system to run more
efficiently.

HIRING AN HVAC TECHNICIAN
Some local HVAC companies will offer maintenance plans to help
homeowners take care of these regular tasks on their own, includ-
ing replacing filters. These maintenance plans also usually come
with discounts on service and repair. For older HVAC systems, con-
sider having a qualified technician come and check it at least twice
ayear.

CALL FOR HELP

Depending on your climate and other factors, your HVAC should
last you anywhere from 10-20 years.

You should count on it needing not only routine maintenance
during that time, but also the occasional repair. Here are some signs
that your unit needs immediate attention from a pro.

e The HVAC unit is blowing warm air in the summer.

o The system turns itself off and on intermittently.

e There are pockets of warm and cool air throughout your home.

e Your energy bills go up unexpectedly.
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Turn to the experts

Proudly serving

Montgomery and
surrounding counties

We offer all of your service needs from:

Installation * Maintenance and Repair
Attic Insulation

Financing Available

Heating & Cooling « Residential Plumbing

* Trained Professional Technicians
* Specializing in Residential Replacements
* We Service All Makes & Models

More than just a heating and cooling business

F‘LI.IHIIHG

1230 Aguilar Dr., Montgomery City
573-564-3020 * centralheatcool.com




HOME & GARDEN | BACKYARD

Building A Water Feature

Adding a water feature to your yard or patio adds
a cooling, relaxing element to your environment.

It can serve as a focal point of your outdoor liv-
ing space and also as a pleasant scene setter for
outdoor parties or even just a relaxing evening
with a book. Here’s how to build your own water
feature with steps from the DIY Network.

PICKA SPOT
Choose a flat spot in your yard and remove
any existing plants, rocks and debris. Dig out the
shape of your new pond. For a natural shape,
make your pond with rounded edges that aren’t
perfectly symmetrical.

SAND IT AND LAYERIT

Once you've got the pool dug, add a layer of fill
sand that’s about an inch or two thick. This will
act as a cushion for your pond liner and keep it
from tearing on rocks or other debris in the soil.
Build up the sand around the edges to be a little
bit higher and taper it off around the sides.

Next, lay down the pond liner to keep the pond

clean. Choose a thick liner that’s unlikely to tear
but still flexible enough to mold to the shape

of your pond. Don’t be afraid to use more than
one piece so it doesn’t leak. Your liner should completely cover
the pond with excess liner on all sides, up and over the border you
made with sand. Put rocks down to pin the liner in place and then
cut it to size.

ROCKIT
Wash off your rocks with a hose before placing them in and
around your pond.
The pond liner should be covered with small to medium-sized
stones, with larger rocks around the edges for contrast.
Roll them into place if you can and don’t be afraid to flip them
around to find the best look for your space.

PUT DOWN ROOTS
Plants around the edges of your pond will soften the look of the
stone and bring in some color. Choose native plants that are friend-
ly to pollinators and use a range of colors and sizes. Install drip
irrigation to keep your plants healthy and watered.

FINISHIT UP
Add a store-bought fountain and water. Fill the pond up with wa-
ter per your pump’s instructions and keep an eye on it to make sure
it doesn’t empty out in hotter months.

Janet G. Bradshaw, Lutcf, CLTC
Financial Services

Services:
- Medicare Advantage & Supplement
- Short Term Health Insurance
- Annuities, IRA's, 401K Rollovers
- Life Insurance & Long Term Care
- Dental & Vision

- Notary

Serving families since 1992 in the Insurance and Financial Industry. Licensed with several
of our Nation’s largest and most highly rated Insurance Companies such as: Athene, Mutual
of Omaha, Protective and United Health Care & more...We continually strive to be a great
company and to achieve sustainable success in our performance. JANET G BRADSHAW
FINANCIAL is committed to providing high-quality products and services to her customers.
She offer clients a wide range of Life Insurance, Annuities, IRA's, 401k Rollovers, Medicare
Health Insurance Plans, and Dental & Vision Plans. Dedicated to shop the industry for the best
fit & price that is comfortable for your budget.

502 N. Highway 47 - Warrenton, MO 63383 - 636-456-2790
janet@janetbradshawfinancial.com
www.janetbradshawfinancial.com
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‘ Samantha Richardson Stacey Blondin Samantha Walch
Broker-Owner/REALTOR® Broker-Owner/REALTOR® Broker/Salesperson/REALTOR® Broker/Salesperson/REALTOR®
MRP/PPS Salesperson/ABR/PPS PPS MRP
314.713.2455 314.713.1463 314.952.8784 636.697.8726

. , o .

Neal St. Onge Becca Gasperoni Shannon Gregory Donna Hency
Broker/REALTOR®/RRES Broker/Salesperson/REALTOR® REALTOR® Brokef/SaIesperson/REALTOR®
SFR/MCC MRP/PPS 314.223.6916 + 573.528.1240

314.574.7764 314.565.4598

Jessica Schanuel Sarah Bell Rhonda Ayden Steve Grannemann
REALTOR® Broker/Salesperson/REALTOR® Broker/Salesperson/REALTOR® Broker/Salesperson/REALTOR®
636.297.0053 MRP/WCR 314.960.2760 573.301.0738
636.614.8693
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Show

mom

How Special
She Is This
“« Mother's Day!
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Let MOM Choose Her Qun Special Gijt
with a Hillenmann Gilt Card!

Hanging Baskets « Container Gardens
Trees & Shrubs ¢ Fruit, Berry & Veggie Plants
Garden Tools ¢ Indoor & Outdoor Décor

2601 E. 5th Street, Washington, MO
Hillermeann 636-239-6729
www.hillermann.com

N U RS E RY & F LO RIST Garden Center Hours: Monday - Sunday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm v
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